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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT 7.30PM ON TUESDAY 8TH MARCH 2016 

  

 

PRESENT:  Cllrs Chris Bridges (Vice Chairman & acting Chair), Geoff Mayes,  

                     Alison Edwards 

 

In attendance: District Councillors Mollie Lock & Graham Bridgman, Helen Malyn (clerk),  

7 members of the public. 

 

Declarations of Interest: members are reminded that declarations of interest should be made where 

appropriate. 

 

1 Apologies for absence 

1.1        Cllr Martin Plank (Chairman)  

 

2 Declarations of interest and dispensations: 

 

 2.1 To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 

                           No further declarations of interest declared over and above those already  

                           and held with W.B.C 

                           Cllr Bridges reminded those present that he owns 1 share in “The Shop in the  

                           Church” 

            2.2  No written request received for dispensations for disclosure of pecuniary 

                           Interests. 

            2.3          No requests for dispensation need to be granted. 

 

  3         Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 

 

3.1       Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 12th January 2016 were 

            approved and signed. 

 

4 Matters to report: 

4.1 To receive an update on actions since the last meeting not appearing as agenda 

items: 

             The Clerk has applied for quotations to replace the noticeboards in the village. 

Nothing received as yet. 

 

5          District Councillors reports 

5.1       To receive any report from the West Berkshire District Councillors 

 
Beech Hill Parish Council – Meeting 8 March 2016 

Report 
Cllr Graham Bridgman (West Berkshire Council, Mortimer Ward) 

 
 

West Berkshire Council 
 
As anticipated in my last report there was a meeting of the council on 21 January regarding the 
A339/Fleming Road Junction Compulsory Purchase Order (since which there has been an 
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appeal decision handed down by a Planning Inspector regarding the London Road Industrial 
Estate, which I have now read and re-read and still don’t entirely follow – I can copy it to 
anyone sufficiently interested!). 
 
In addition to the usual committee etc meetings, I also attended training regarding Child Sexual 
Exploitation which was, to say the least, both eye-opening and disturbing.  It is a worrying 
comment that the message from those who had to deal with the recent Oxfordshire case was “If 
you haven’t found it, keep looking.....” 
 
Most importantly the 2016/17 budget came before full council on 1 March (and the meeting 
was webcast), the principal issues being the investment and borrowing strategy, the capital 
programme, and the revenue budget.  The revenue budget was the topic that has evoked most 
public comment and concern and, in essence, the meeting dealt with all proposed savings in 
Phases 1 and 2 (please see below) with a further special meeting of council called for 24 March 
to consider the budget in the light of the Phase 2 consultation responses. 
 

The 2016/17 budget 
 
Since I last reported to you in January an enormous amount has gone on regarding the budget 
and, having shifted once, the goalposts shifted again. 
 
To remind you, the initial anticipated savings figure was £10.8m (“Phase 1”) – an assumed 
reduction of 25% in revenue support grant.  The eventual figure was £18.9m (difference = 
“Phase 2”) – a reduction of 44%.  Since then, and after much lobbying, transitional relief was 
announced by the Government resulting in a reduction of £1.4m in the savings for each of the 
next two years. 
 
The public facing element of Phase 2 went out to consultation for three weeks – shorter than 
Phase 1 because there simply wasn’t time to have a longer period – which closed yesterday (7 
March).   
 
At the meeting on 1 March the budget was passed with £395k of the £1.4m transition funding 
being used to avoid certain savings: short breaks for children, the Two Steps floating support 
service and Step by Step lodgings service, and Empowering West Berkshire.  This leaves 
roughly £1m to be taken into the deliberations at the meeting on 24 March. 
 
Council tax increases of a 1.99% basic increase (the maximum allowed without a council-wide 
referendum), plus the full 2% adult social care precept announced by the Chancellor in the 
Autumn Statement, were agreed giving an additional £3.2m in total (which means that, 
including the £1.4m transitional relief figure, the budget saving for 2016/17 is £14.3m). 
 
A principal argument regarding the budget that I have been involved in affects Mortimer rather 
than Beech Hill, but I mention it because it is locally controversial and has resulted in a huge 
amount of internet (etc) traffic – anyone who watched the webcast of the budget meeting will 
be aware that I spoke against the Mortimer to Willink bus saving on the grounds that it should 
be viewed as a mandatory spend until such time as a proper footpath is established. 
 
The home to school transport issue was a Phase 1 saving.  The main issues regarding Beech Hill 
are largely Phase 2 – the closure of Mortimer Library (as part of the cessation of all library 
services apart from one library and the At Home service) and the loss of bus services.  Both 
issues are clearly emotive but until the meeting on 24 March we won’t know the extent to which 
any transition funding might postpone these impacts if at all. 
 
I have had various discussions and received a number of emails regarding the proposed library 
closure.  Given that I suspect that, even if forthcoming, any transition funding would be a stay of 
execution only, I am looking to be involved in the concept of a community solution to this 
proposed closure. 
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Other local issues 
 
Ufton Nervet Rail Bridge 
 
I attended a recent presentation by Network Rail and Hochtief (the contractor) regarding the 
bridge project timetable, and there is a drop in session for the public on 21 March at 
Sulhamstead Village Hall that I emailed councillors about earlier today. 
 
Trunkwell 
 
I spoke to Cllr Bridges quite recently and as a result I have ascertained that the premises licence 
was transferred to Parsons Leisure Limited on 29 December 2015.  Apparently, where a licence 
is sought to be transferred without any changes to scope etc, there is no requirement to consult. 
 
I am currently awaiting a response regarding planning enforcement, etc, and if I have anything 
to report I will do so at the meeting (otherwise I will email once I have an update). 
 
Firlands judicial review 
 
On 16 February WBC lost the case that sought to overturn the decision by the Planning 
Inspectorate to allow this planning application (90 homes outside the Burghfield settlement 
boundary) despite WBC’s original refusal to grant permission. 
 
Whilst disappointing for Burghfield Common we are told that the judgment will not have an 
impact on how the Council processes future planning applications given the publication of the 
Strategic Market Housing Assessment and the Preferred Housing Sites Allocations DPD - legal 
advice is that the decision does not affect current or future planning applications. 
 

Additional report added: 

 

As is always the case no sooner had the ink dried on my reports to Beech Hill PC for tonight 

and Stratfield Mortimer PC for Thursday than two things landed: 

 

Traffic Management and Road Safety Programme 

 

Please see the attached (Wokefield PC included because of Goring Lane) and nb my comment 

on page 4, and the references to St Johns (and The Willink) on page 15 and Goring Lane on 

page 16. 

 

Trunkwell and licensing generally 

 

Contents of a late email received from Graham evening of 08/03/2016 

 

More for Beech Hill, I have now had a response on the issue of licence review: 

 

As you can imagine there is a fair amount of information available on this subject 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/41811

4/182-Guidance2015.pdf ) but in summary: 

 

Must be relevant to the licensing objectives: 

•                     The prevention of crime and disorder;  

•                     Public safety;  

•                     The prevention of public nuisance; and  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/418114/182-Guidance2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/418114/182-Guidance2015.pdf
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•                     The protection of children from harm.  

 

The licensing authority would have to consider the elements of the request for a 

review based on the guidance given on relevant, vexatious and frivolous 

representations. The benefit of doubt in borderline cases is given to those requesting 

the review, to ensure that there is an opportunity for the concerns to be heard. 

 

Decisions are taken based on evidence and any subsequent actions should be 

appropriate and proportionate to what is intended to be achieved. Therefore it is 

important that anyone considering a review thinks about what they want and consider 

the implications on the business – it would not be practical to aim for something that 

would fundamentally undermine the financial viability of the business unless the 

evidence was so compelling that a suspension or revocation was the objective. 

 

Consideration is also given to the evidence around early community engagement – 

showing how the issue has developed, looking for solutions without the need for a 

review.  

 

Where residents have already made complaints about noise nuisance etc.. the review 

process would be interested in the findings of any investigations e.g. log forms, letters 

sent, e-mails etc... 

 
In additional to his reports and communications Cllr Bridgeman did say that in light of the 
recent prosecutions in Oxford relating to the sexual exploitation of girls, that we all need to be 
vigilant and report any suspicions we may have that this is occurring. 
 
Report from Cllr Mollie Lock 
 
The Government gave WBC a transition grant of £2.8million, £1.4 this year and £1.4 next year.  
All the phased one proposed cuts were voted through by the administration, plus 3 
amendments. One of which was for “short breaks for children”, the rest await the responses of 
the consultation which finished on 7th March. This consultation sought residents’ views on 
Children’s Centres, Libraries and transport.  Beech Hill children will not be affected by the 
removal of the “Home to school” transport as they are all over 3 mile; but Beech Hill will be 
affected if the 154 & 75 buses, Mortimer Library and Burghfield CC are removed. 
 
Our group suggested that to help the situation councillors should forgo the index linked 
increase to their “basic and special responsibility allowance 2016/2017” which would save 
£5210, but this was voted down.  There will be staff redundancies and residents will notice cuts 
in service.  Final decisions will be made on 24th March. 
 
WBC has met the Government and our MP’s, also we are waiting to hear if we are to receive 
£3million (or less) to help fund Adult Social Care. School budgets have also been cut and small 
schools will find it increasingly difficult to balance their budget. 
 
Councillor Lock also commented that there will be an election this year for the Police 
Commissioner. 
  
 

6 Correspondence & Clerks Report 

6.1 Items of correspondence received prior to meeting on 8th March 2016. 

 

 Donation request from “Berkshire Vision” the charity that supports the visually impaired. 
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 Notification from Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue of a consultation running until 4th April 2016 

in relation to the proposed changes to the service. 

Website address is www.rbfrs.co.uk 

 Update from Swallowfield Community Responders 

 Beacon lighting for Queens 90th Birthday 

 Queens 90th Birthday Garden Party nominations 

 Sample 90th Birthday coin  

 Invitation to District Conference on 22nd March 

 Swallowfield Community Responders – advising that Gary Clark has been nominated for 

“Britains Best Volunteer 2016” 

 3 letters from Mr R Bryant – re bus service & donation to “The Shop in the Church” 

 2 copies of letters sent to Allotment Trust re new park and lack of seesaw. 

 

7 Planning Applications 

7.1 To receive and comment on applications received 

 

Three Planning applications received to date: 

 

15/03315/FULD – Land South of Missels Bridge – siting of log cabin for agricultural 

workers dwelling for 3 years. 

 

16/00227/FUL plus 16/00228/LBC – Extension & refurbishment of fire damaged listed 

cottage with internal & external demolitions and relocations of garage & car port. 

 

16/00228/LBC plus 16/00227/FUL – as above 

 

Cllr Bridges explained the applications and the comments that have been made by the Cllrs 

present and Cllr Plank. 

He advised those present that it is the intention of the Parish Council to support application 

16/00227/FUL plus 16/0022//LBC with conditions and to recommend refusal of the other 2 

applications. 

No further comments were received from those present. The Clerk will submit the 

applications and will have a copies available for those that wish to see them. 

 

7.2 To receive notification of Planning Decisions from WBC 

 

Priory Farm retrospective planning application and possible Enforcement  

 

Cllr Plank has written to the planning enforcement officer regarding the erection of the new 

barn on Priory Farm. It has been confirmed that the new barn would need planning 

permission, and it was confirmed that an application was submitted in November 2015; 

however further information is required in order to process the application fully. 

 

Despite further requests from Cllr Plank, no further information has been forthcoming and 

therefore, Cllr Plank gave notice of his intention to raise a formal complaint should there be 

no reply forthcoming. 

 

ACTION: Clerk to add this to next agenda. 

              

8           Representatives on Outside Bodies 

  To receive reports from Village bodies 

    

8.1.1 BNAG 

                          Local Police station/house at Mortimer is planned to be sold off  

http://www.rbfrs.co.uk/
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             8.1.2 The Allotments Trust : No information received. 

             8.1.3 Memorial Hall: No information received. 

             8.1.4 The Shop in the Church 

 

                          Parish council Shop report April 2016 

 

The shop had a fairly quiet start to the year though no different to all other 

retailers we work with and in line with trade last year. So we can now have the 

confidence to say we will get busier and takings will increase without getting 

too concerned. 

 

The shop celebrated its 3rd year of opening with a champagne raffle which was 

won by a delighted Beech Hill house resident. We continue to meet new 

homeowners as they mover into the village and potential buyers who also pop 

in to check out the village during viewings. 

 

The AGM will be held in July and we are hoping to welcome some new 

members onto the committee whom have different skill sets to those currently 

on the committee to help support the shop further and develop it to continue 

with its growth and development. 

 

The village craft group met for the first time and was a great success, this is 

hoped to continue once a month going forward. The police have your say are 

also planning another meeting very soon. 

 

As a rule the shop continues to be well used by villagers as well as those 

coming to visit and shop or eat with us. 
 

8.1.5 Thames Valley Police: No information received 

 

9         Village Website 

9.1      Nothing to report. 

 

 10 Public session 

10.1 To take questions from the public. 

 

             A request was made for garden seat benches in the children’s play area.  The previous 

  was removed as it was unsafe.  We do have a quotation of around £500 for a  

             replacement garden bench. 

             We also received a couple of letters from some local children, requesting a new  

              See-saw as the old one was also removed as it was dangerous.  

 

              Cllr Lock reminded those present of the “Brilliant Berkshire” scheme, were grants  

              are available for community projects. 

              There was a misunderstanding from the last meeting, whereby the Clerk had  

              raised an action point for Cllr Lock to invite Andrea Clerk to this meeting.  This  

              should have been an action point for the clerk. 

 

              ACTION: Clerk to write to Andrea King and ask her to attend the Annual  

              Parish Council meeting on 12th April. 

 

              Litter picking: - It was suggested to the Councillors that it would be a good idea 

              to have a litter picking event followed by a village tea, in the memorial hall, in view  

              of the 90th birthday celebrations of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II.  Cllr Bridges  
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              stated that councillors have to be careful of organising such events, due to associated  

              liability.  He did however, state that if the residents wished to organise something to  

              to this effect, then possibly the Parish Council could probably contribute towards the  

              cost of the tea etc. 

 

              ACTION: Cllr Edwards advised she would contact Mortimer, as they have  

              organised something similar. 

               

              A bus shelter was also suggested for school children, but this was put on hold until 

              such time as the revised pick – up site has been decided. 

 

 

11 Matters to Report 

           

            11.1 Parking at the Triangle – to receive a report from Councillor Bridges and any 

action 

 

 

Photographs have been taken of the site as a result of complaints from local residents. 

Letter to be sent to The Elm Tree Public House and to James Hare Resident Agent 

for the Stratfield Saye Estate requesting progress. 

 

 

           11.2 Village calendar – to receive a report from Councillor Edwards. 

No movement on this. Cfwd for a fuller discussion at the next PC meeting in May. 

           11.3 Village map – to receive a report from Councillor Edwards 

 No movement on this. Cfwd for a fuller discussion at the next PC meeting in May. 

 

            11.4 Trunkwell Manor – Update re planning / licensing 

 

Trunkwell Mansion and Hotel update: 

 Mr Bob Walton has signed over the lease which he had from his landlord THRIVE to operate 

Trunkwell Mansion House Hotel 18th  January 2016,  to the new proprietors of the said business, 

namely Parsons Leisure Ltd. This is a newly formed private limited company registered on 7th 

October 2015;  according to the documents at companies house for the stated sum of £1,600,000 

 

In light of this we have already been approached by various villages wanting an update when the 

large marquees which were refused planning permission some six months ago are to be taken down; 

and the land on which they are sited (where hard standing  / hard-core has been placed will be 

returned to agricultural use.  The new operating company and new proprietor trading as Parsons 

Leisure Ltd owned as part of Parsons Care Ltd which was formed on the 10 July 2014 and solely 

owned by Mr Swappandeep Mann. 

 

In light of this and the confusion over the current licensing arrangements at this site the Parish 

Council feels the time is right in seeking a review of the current licensing arrangements at Trunkwell 

Mansion and Hotel. 

 

Graham Bridgman advised that he spoke to Cllr Bridges quite recently and as a result, he has 

ascertained that the premises licence was transferred to Parsons Leisure Limited on 29 December 

2015.  Apparently, where a licence is sought to be transferred without any changes to scope etc, there 

is no requirement to consult. 
 

He is currently awaiting a response regarding planning enforcement, etc, will update the Cllrs as soon 

as he receives any further information.  

 

11.5 D.P.D including Clappers Farm 
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             No information to date on the Travellers and Gypsy site 

 

11.6     Village bus route 

              No final decision has been made with regards to the bus routes 175 & 54 

 

 11.7 Donation request – shop in the church - resolution 

             The decision to grant the “shop in the church” their request for £1000 was discussed at 

             previous meetings in November & January and agreed. We now pass a resolution to  

            “ vire” the funds from the “Village Plan Line” in the accounts and transfer this to line  

            S137.  The cheque was then written and duly signed and handed over to Sam on behalf of                

            “The Shop in the Church” 

 

           Cllr Bridges explained that all requests are reviewed and discussed and he would welcome 

           any other requests for consideration; however, these must be for the benefit of the whole 

           community rather than just one sector. 

 

12 Finance 

 12.1 Cheques authorised for payment: 

 

 

Accounts for payment for meeting of 8th March 2016

Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

H Malyn Salary & Mileage Feb & Mar 390.96£    100375

SSE Street Light repair 85.69£      100376

J Haimes Salary - Feb & Mar 30.87£      100377

Shop in the Church Grant 1,000.00£  100378

Total 1,507.52£  

 
             

13 Any other items that the Chairman decides are urgent as items of information 

13.1 To receive items from Parish Councillors for referral to future meetings or for 

the Clerk to action. 

 

Abandoned Car: This has been reported to Police by Clerk. Clerk will chase up response. 

Consider writing to Glyn Davis, Principal Engineer Traffic Management of  WBC Highways. 

 

 

Western end VAS unit malfunctioning 

This has been mentioned to Glyn Davis. Considering a follow-up letter 

to Glyn Davis. 

 

14 Next Parish Council Meeting 

 

14.1 To confirm the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting as 10th May 

2016 – 7-30pm Beech Hill Memorial. 

 

             The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th April @ 7pm in Beech 

Hill Memorial Hall 

 

            ACTION: Clerk to write to all associated organisations to request their attendance and  

                             provide a written report. 

 


