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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH 
OF BEECH HILL HELD IN THE MEMORIAL HALL, BEECH HILL, ON 

TUESDAY, 16TH APRIL 2013,  
COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM AND CONCLUDED AT 9.15 PM 

 
Present:   Mike Methven, Chairman of the Parish Council,  
    together with 28 residents of the Parish, and 
    Janet Haines, Clerk to the Parish Council 
         
    Pastor George Bell  Beech Hill Baptist Church 
   Graham Bell   Beech Hill Memorial Hall Trustee 

Insp Warren McKeown,  
Pc Hinds and PCSO Hubbard- 
Clark Thames Valley Police 
Debbie McMillan  St Mary’s Church Parochial 

Church Council 
Sam Moore, Stuart Barry & 
Will Anstice Beech Hill Shop in the Church 
Peter Simpson Village Plan Action Group 
Cllr Geoff Mayes West Berkshire Council 
Cllr Mollie Lock West Berkshire Council   
 

1 APOLOGIES:  
 
Tony Fletcher and David Bowyer 
                
2 MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish held on 24th April 2012, having 
been previously circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as a 
correct record.  Copies were available on the beechhillvillage.co.uk website, from 
the Clerk and a hard copy would be on display in the village, either in the 
Memorial Hall or the Shop. 
 
3 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Beech Hill Parish Council – Chairman’s Annual Report – April 2013. 
 
Good evening everyone and welcome to the Beech Hill Annual Parish Meeting of 
2013. 
 
We started the current year in April 2012 with Councillor Chris Bridges as Vice- 
Chairman and Councillors Tom Lowthian, David Simpson and Tegwyn Johns 
plus myself, all very ably assisted by Janet Haines our Parish Clerk. However in 
November, Tegwyn decided to step down leaving us with a vacancy that needed 
to be filled. We have to follow a strict procedure to replace a Parish 
Councillor.  To call an election a minimum of ten requests have to be made. No 
requests were received, so we then posted new notices asking for volunteers to 
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be co-opted on to the Parish Council. Martin Plank and Rosie Anstice both put 
their names forward, and after hearing a short address from each of them at this 
January's council meeting Martin was co-opted. We are limited to five Councillors 
due to the size of our parish. 
 
The Parish Council meets every two months, normally on the third Tuesday of 
the month. The agendas and minutes are all available on the 
beechhillvillage.co.uk web site. A great deal of work is now done by email so that 
the meetings require less discussion but more reporting and voting so that 
decisions can be minuted. 
 
A great deal of the year's business was taken up by the Planning Application for 
the Shop in the Church. To go through the whole case here would take up the 
rest of the meeting, so I make no apology for summarising greatly. The Parish 
Council supported the Shop, Toilet and Lamp post but objected to the condition 
imposed by West Berks Transport department that there needed to be three 
parking spaces in front of the church. BHPC saw this as dangerous on the 
increasingly busy Beech Hill Road. 
Through to December the Parish Council were lead to believe that there was 
potential for six parking spaces to be made available on Glebe land behind the 
church. Although this parcel of land is owned by the church, the PCC had to 
obtain permission from various church bodies as well as pay some costs. In 
December our vicar,  Rev Beatrice Pearson, informed us that the Glebe land 
parking was not going to be available prior to the shop opening. When the 
Church and Shop Committee started talking about providing only two parking 
spaces in order to save cost, BHPC had to point out that this could not be done 
without formalising a change to the planning application which would have 
delayed the shop opening. 
 
Following the erection of the Toilet, it was obvious that it was not behind the 
church and out of sight as shown on drawings supplied with the Planning 
Application - the OS map that had been used was showing the existing storage 
shed to be in the wrong place. As some villagers protested to the Parish Council 
about the toilet block being in view, BHPC were obliged to seek advice from West 
Berks Planning Dept. Following a visit by an enforcement officer they informed us 
that either the toilet needed to be repositioned or a change to the planning 
application would need to be made. Subsequently West Berks accepted a Non 
Material Amendment which meant that the PC had to accept that the toilet was 
not going to be moved. BHPC views this as a very poor compromise and feel that 
that the erection of the toilet was badly managed. Hopefully it can be hidden 
behind our listed church building when funds allow. 
 
The Parish Council were very concerned that the shop did not start trading until 
the Planning Application conditions had all been fully discharged so that 
everything was lawful and potentially heavy fines were not incurred. 
These issues added to a great deal of the confrontation within the village which 
still lasts today, even though the shop is now up and running and providing a very 
popular new community facility. 

http://beechhillvillage.co.uk/
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Following the November and January meetings, the Parish Council, myself and 
Chis Bridges were the subject of four formal complaints made by two local 
individuals to West Berkshire. The complaints against the BHPC and myself were 
closed with "No further action", one of the complaints against Chris is pending 
withdrawal, while the other is still open as it has to be investigated by an external 
examiner because Chris is a volunteer member of the West Berks Standards 
Committee - the Standards Committee cannot investigate its own members. 
These complaints, which are now formally recorded in the public domain, have 
caused the BHPC Councillors a very considerable amount of work in drafting 
responses and answering questions. In Chris's case he has had the complaint 
hanging over him for nearly three months now. If anyone feels that any Councillor 
is in breach of the Code of Conduct that we all must follow, then please contact 
the Clerk or myself as Chairman of the Parish Council, and the matter will be 
investigated following our own Complaints Procedure. 
 
Residents around the Elm Tree public house have complained repeatedly about 
the smell coming from the foul water manholes where the effluent from Trunkwell 
House meets the Main Sewer running along Beech Hill Road. Thames Water 
have investigated it a couple of times, including using CCTV cameras to 
investigate the condition of the pipe work, and cutting away some tree roots they 
saw. We were asked to keep a diary of when the smell or other problems 
occurred. Possibly due to the heavy rains of the last six months or more, the 
smell seems to have gone. The problem is probably due to sudden rushes of fowl 
water coming from the Trunkwell holding tank not being completely flushed into 
the main drain. Should the smells reappear when we get some drier weather, 
then we need to record the dates and get Thames Water to come back. 
There is a similar problem at the bottom of Chapel Drive caused by the discharge 
of water from The Walled Gardens into the main sewer. We have also been told 
that our main sewer running into Mortimer at Tunns Bridge is at capacity which 
means any new housing may not be able to be on main drains until the system is 
upgraded. 
Come the warmer summer weather please record the time and date of any smell, 
call Thames Water and get an Incident Number. Please pass this and all the 
details on to BHPC. 
 
Chris Bridges has continued to represent Beech Hill at the Burghfield 
Neighbourhood Action Group (BNAG). Speeding and vehicle weights through our 
village are on-going issues. They are seen as a priority by the police, who have 
been constantly monitoring the situation with their camera van. They have finally 
agreed to support BHPC's attempts to get West Berks to address the village 
traffic problems. WBC keep pointing out that we have below average accidents in 
the village and we are not a priority for their limited funds. The Village Plan has 
reducing speed through the village as a high priority. It was the highest scoring 
response. The plan proposes to develop a traffic management policy after 
discussing possible options with West Berks and a traffic consultant. Chris is 
looking to work with a traffic working group backed by the authority of the Village 
Plan, with the support of Thames Valley Police, BNAG and the ward councillors. 
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We feel we are now more likely to be able to force West Berks to instigate a 
proper traffic management plan leading to reduced speeds through Beech Hill. 
 
In November we heard that the Mortimer Fire Station was under threat of closure, 
with a proposal that we be served from a new station at Theale. We contacted 
other parishes dependent on the Mortimer station and Janet, our Clerk, arranged 
a meeting in mid January which included fire officers and senior officers of RBFR. 
Subsequently we were told that closure now seems unlikely. 
 
David Simpson is our High Speed Broadband Champion. Following two leaflet 
drops we now have 76 people and businesses registered on the 
superfastberkshire website. We still have concerns that we are a small 
community served by the larger conurbation of Spencers Wood which already 
has more than half of the 15 roadside phone cabinets connected by fibre optic 
cable. 
 
Lastly I must thank our Mortimer Ward District Councillors, Mollie Lock and Geoff 
Mayes, who have continued to represent us to West Berkshire and provide us 
with support and advice in many of our deliberations. 
 
We have shortened the agenda of the meeting this year which means you will not 
be hearing from Ernest Lowthian about the state of the footpaths - my experience 
is that they are mostly waterlogged - or from the Stratfield Saye Educational 
Trust. I would encourage anyone with children to submit receipts for extra tuition 
or recreational activities to the trust. The annual pot is shared across the 
receipted items submitted by parents living in Beech Hill and Stratfield Saye. It is 
not means tested. Details are available from the Stratfield Saye Estate Office. 
  
Let us move on to the next item on the agenda. 
  
4 PARISH COUNCIL’S INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
 2012-2013 (APPENDIX 1) 
 
A copy of the Parish Council’s Income and Expenditure Accounts for the period 
1st April 2012 to 31st March 2013, to be approved by the Parish Council at its 
meeting on Tuesday, 21st May 2013, and presented as Appendix 1, was 
received and noted.  The Parish Council accounts can be viewed as part of the 
annual audit procedure – please see the village website or notice boards for 
relevant dates and times. 
 
5 REPORT OF WEST BERKSHIRE COUNCILLORS 
 
Cllr Lock gave the following report: 
 
A new round of Members’ Bids has been announced.  The deadline for 
submission for this round is 30th April.  Smaller schemes are more likely to be 
successful and the maximum £5,000,  All bids will be assessed against a number 
of criteria including if it favours communities, children and young people and if it 
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is supported by the Parish Plan.  I have the forms and will be happy to submit 
them.  
 
I remind residents abou the 75A bus which runs from Beech Hill to Newbury on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  Bus passes are accepted as well as fare 
paying travellers.  Also, yesterday I went to the launch of the new Readibus – 
ther eare now 20 in service.  All the mini busses are fully equipped to cater for 
disabled and older people.  They take groups to Reading, Newbury, garden 
centres and events, in fact anywhere groups wish to go and again, fares are paid 
using a bus pass. 
 
Geoff may have reported this but there are three very large developments in 
Spencers Wood, Hyde End Road, Three Mile Cross and land south of Croft 
Road, Spencers Wood. 
 
Cllr Mayes gave the following report: 
 
Mollie Lock and I have continued to actively represent your interests at the 
Council Offices and throughout the year.  It has kept us busy and I hope most of 
it has been helpful to the residents of Beech Hill.    
 
We have monitored the relatively few Planning Applications in the Parish and we 
were asked by WBC to cast an eye over the Village Plan just before Christmas. 
We were involved with the Planning Application for the Church and Shop and 
trust that the differences of opinion within the village can be overcome and that 
residents will see an economic and social benefit in time.     
 
We opposed the Council Budget proposal in March to increase the Council Tax 
by 2% for a Band D home but were outvoted by the ruling party.  We also 
expressed our concerns about the changes in the administration of the Council 
Tax Support Scheme from 1st April 2013 and how this may affect some of those 
in rented accommodation and those on low incomes who currently pay half the 
rate or no Council Tax.  If you know of people with problems please contact us. 
There were some WBC staff cuts including a number of the Countryside Officers 
whose functions are to be taken over by the charity BBOWT.  
 
We are fighting to keep the Mortimer Station bus link, the Beech Hill to Newbury 
bus service and Mortimer Fire Station.   
  
We continue to report potholes and trust that with the arrival of Spring and a new 
budget year the road system will be substantially and permanently improved with 
the injection of an extra £1million over the next two years. The Provisional 
Highway Improvement Programme for 2013-14 includes the Surface Dressing or 
Micro Asphalting of the Cross Lane loop in Beech Hill.  
 
On 11th April 2013, I meet Thames Water staff regarding pollution from the 
Mortimer Sewerage network.  Since November 2012 rainfall data and sewer 
flows have been measured throughout the area.  Initial findings are that there is 
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very little seepage into the sewers from groundwater, that Donkey Pound Pump 
station is working as designed, and that Tun Bridge Pump Station is overloaded 
due to the design and operation of the system connections at Mortimer Lane to 
the Treatment Works.  This may require reconstruction. The hydrological studies 
will continue and I will update you of actions to be taken by Thames Water.  The 
Beech Hill Road (Elm Tree) and Wood Lane/ Chapel Lane incidents have not 
been forgotten.  
 
We have supported the Burghfield and Mortimer First Responder Service which 
is a 999 call to the Ambulance Service and the Primary Care Trust and staffed by 
volunteers.  
 
Our surgery is at 10am on the first Saturday each mouth in Mortimer library. 
 
A question was asked regarding payment of insurance claims by WBC insurers 
and Cllr Mayes said he was aware of the matter.   
 
 
6 REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BEECH HILL    
 ALLOTMENTS TRUST (CHARITY NO 237201) 
 
Ms Hayley Sheridan, as Chairman to the Trust provided the following report: 
 
The Allotments Trust exists for the general benefit of the village and for the poor 
and needy of the parish. 
 

1. Trustees 
 
Hayley Sheridan (Chairman) 
Margaret Bridges 
Mike Methven 
David Jones 
Ken Tomkins 
 
The Clerk is Martin Plank who replaced Carol Methven during 2012. 
 
During the year Mr Ian Blacker had acted as Chairman but due to business 
commitments decided to step down from this position during the summer. The 
Trustees would like to take this opportunity to thank Ian for his time and 
particularly for his efforts in securing a donation of £1,500.00 to the Trust – all of 
which is very much appreciated. 
 
Hayley Sheridan was appointed Chairman following Mr Blacker’s resignation and 
the Trustee vacancy was subsequently filled by Mr Jack Bucknell. 
 

2. Report of the Chairman 
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The Trust’s general income from it’s investments during the year to 31st 
December 2012 was £1,642.47. It’s expenditure for the same year was 
£1,226.29 resulting in a surplus for the year of £416.18.   
 
During the year the Trust was also successful in raising funds for improvements 
to the playground area. These were the donation raised by Ian Blacker and a 
£3,000.00 grant received, with the assistance of Councillor Molly Locke, from 
West Berkshire Council. 
 
Although a final decision is still pending on the exact items of equipment to be 
added to the area, now that we seem to have at long last got the benefit of some 
better weather which will allow contractors onto the playing fields, I  anticipate 
that orders will be placed within the next couple of months, following the next 
meeting of the Trustees. 
 
As a significant proportion of the Trust’s expenditure related to the grass cutting 
costs the Trustees carried out a review of where savings could be made. As a 
consequence a decision was made to restrict the future costs incurred by the 
Trust to land specifically under it’s control. An amendment to the licence relating 
to the Grazing Land was also made which passes the initial responsibility of the 
grass cutting to the Grazing Land access drive onto the licensee. The savings 
arising from these changes amount to nearly £400.00 per annum and will reduce 
the grass cutting costs from being approximately 50% of the Trust income to 
approximately 25%. 
 
The Trustees further reviewed a suggestion that the Trust considered merging 
with the Beech Hill Memorial Hall Trust. The Trustees conclusion being that for 
both constitutional as well as aims and intentions reasons it would not be 
practical for a merger to take place. I would though make the point that the 
Allotments Trustees all give their time to the Trust free of any charges. As there 
are no known common overheads which could be saved. there would not be any 
cost savings associated with a merger with the Memorial Hall.  
 
 
7 PRESENTATION OF OTHER REPORTS 
 
a) THAMES VALLEY POLICE 
 
Inspector Warren McKeown, PC Hinds and PCSO Hubbard-Clark were in 
attendance and PCSO gave a report on the crime figures which showed that 
crime of all sorts (burglary from dwellings, burglary non-dwelling, theft from motor 
vehicles and anti-social behaviour) had been less than the previous years and 
that Beech Hill was a safe place to live. 
 
Speeding was being tackled in conjunction with the BNAG and speed 
enforcement work was undertaken in the village whenever possible.  Parking on 
pavements had been a problem and this was being addressed. 
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Contact details for the PCSO were on the Parish noticeboard, with details of the 
101 non-emergency number, 999 being for emergencies.  
 
Insp. McKeown took questions and comments from residents. 
 
A resident commented that there was more response from the press than the 
police on a non-dwelling burglary last year. 
 
Thanks were expressed for the work of the PCSO in the community and a 
question asked about recent use of the police helicopter.  This had been used in 
pursuit of hare coursers.  Insp. McKeown explained that he had access to 
resources to tackle rural crime as appropriate. 
 
In response to a question about speeding, it was confirmed that there was still a 
scheme in place whereby letters were sent to drivers identified as speeding 
through settlements and these were proving to be effective. 
 
Advice was given to a resident on how to secure properties, that is to ensure that 
doors and windows to the rear of a property were locked, with limited access to 
the rear of the dwelling and no property such as computers on display.  
Residents were asked to make use of the Neighbourhood Watch scheme and to 
assist by “challenging” any strangers.  Courts were taking rural crime very 
seriously and the PCSO could arrange home security surveys. 
 
Thanks were expressed for police help with traffic management.  
  
 
b) REPORT OF THE BEECH HILL MEMORIAL HALL    
 COMMITTEE 
 
Graham Bell gave the following verbal report: 
 
The Hall has been operating very successfully over the last year.  
 
Since the AGM of last year the hall trustees arranged a Jubilee tea, the village 
bbq, hosted the village plan meetings, various shop events, the bonfire night, the 
Remembrance memorial silence, been a polling station, hosted the Baptists quiz 
night, organised the Twelfth night event, hosted some PCC meetings, helped to 
bring forward the monthly village teas, arranged the Brian of Beech Hill, helped 
with wedding and funeral parking and hosted Roley Joy’s memorial tea and 
generally been there when needed. 
 
Tuesday evenings are community evenings don’t forget – so make use of it as 
the trustees made a commitment to not hire the hall on a Tuesday evening to 
keep it free for village events and meetings. 
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It is used by a number of different groups on a regular basis for keep fit classes, 
baby sensory, ballroom dancing, art classes and a slimming club. It also is a 
popular venue for children’s parties at weekends.   
 
There have been some concerns about noise from late evening events hence the 
Committee has amended the lettings policy to avoid too many evening events 
booked from non-villagers and going beyond 8pm. This has not affected the 
income to any great degree. 
 
Whilst the income from bookings is reasonable, there is still a requirement for 
additional fundraising to pay off the outstanding loan over the next few years.  
 
Also the Committee has reviewed the scale of charges and these have been 
increased this April for the first time in about 3 years to be in line with other 
village halls nearby. We find that the hall is still exceptional value for the facilities 
on offer. 
 
The hall has been functioning very well with only a few repairs required.  We 
notice anything that is not robust enough does give way and need to be repaired. 
The disabled loo basin, the kitchen taps and ladies hot water taps are examples. 
Therefore we always need spare income to effect repairs. 
 
Can I at this point thank David Price who is always available to help repair and 
enhance the hall and its grounds – thank you David for all your help. 
 
The Hall Management Committee is made up of volunteers who have done an 
excellent job in managing the Hall. There are currently 11 trustees who are 
declared on the Charity commission web site 
 
So may I publically thank my fellow trustees whose help and support makes sure 
that the village has a fully operating and functioning hall for the community. 
 
Let’s see what the village plan group brings forward and let’s hope the hall can 
be the hub for those new ideas. 
 
Lastly, come along to the hall AGM on 30th April and say how you want your hall 
used. 
 
Thanks were expressed to the Memorial Hall Committee by the Parish council for 
use of the hall free of charge for PC meetings. 
 
 
c) BEECH HILL BAPTIST CHURCH 
 
A report was presented by Pastor Bell  
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The Members, Deacons and Pastor of Beech Hill Baptist Church would once 
again like to thank the Parish Council for inviting them to submit a report for 
2012-2013. 
 
A very busy year for our members has come and gone. We have seen God’s 
hand blessing our efforts and the numbers attending the meetings have been 
good on a regular basis.  We have continued to meet each week throughout the 
year, twice every Sunday and also every Wednesday evening in homes for 
prayer and Bible study.  Our Ladies’ Meeting continues to take place every other 
week on Tuesdays at 2-30pm. 
 
Sunday Evening meetings are followed by tea and coffee and those attending 
enjoy informal and lively conversation.  This helps to build up the friendship 
patterns of the church, which in turn leads to increasing mutual support.  Visits to 
those in need are a regular part of our ministry. 
 
Hospitality is an important part of our ministry and we enjoy a good reputation 
amongst those who visit.  The grounds and buildings are maintained to a high 
standard by the members and regular workdays continue to keep things up to 
scratch. This year we have continued to make improvements to the graveyard to 
make maintenance easier.  The chapel is a very comfortable building in good 
condition. Visitors and villagers alike are welcome as always to come and enjoy 
the tranquillity of our grounds. 
 
Evangelism continues to be an important part of our life together as a church.  
We have once again had stalls at the Swallowfield and Spencers Wood shows 
and these have been very well received.    Our regular magazine, ‘Salt and Light’ 
continues to be produced and we believe this is a welcome part of village life. We 
distribute about 400 to 500 copies of this. Our web site on www.bhbc.gb.com is 
now one of the main ways in which people find us.   
 
The ‘Songs of Praise’ on the green was once again very well attended. Again, 
because of the threat of poor weather, we used the Memorial Hall and filled it 
with about 140 people present. We are very grateful for this facility.  We do hope 
to have another for the sixth year running, on July 14th this year. (Date TBC).  We 
are hoping to be back on the Green and in the open air. We hope once again to 
be joined by the children’s and men’s choirs from the South of Reading Christian 
Fellowship at Three Mile Cross. As may be expected we had many visitors at 
Christmas and Easter and we were delighted to welcome particularly those who 
had come for the first time.  Singing carols in Warren was cancelled due to poor 
weather, but for the first time we turned our cabin into a stable with the help of 
local farmers and the Grovelands garden centre.  We had a good turnout for a 
first attempt and we hope to do it again this year, by which time the smell of this 
year’s sheep and ducks will have vacated the building.  For the second time we 
hosted a village ‘Quiz and Carols Night’ in the Memorial Hall.  This too was well 
received and we are planning another one.   Our anniversary service was 
normally held on Good Friday but we have decided that the mix of serious 
reflection and celebration was not suitable and so we have moved the 
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anniversary to June.  Throughout the year we have again had a steady stream of 
visitors.    
 
All of our meetings and events are open to members of our wider community in 
Beech Hill and people can be assured of a warm welcome.  Our Pastor is 
prepared to visit those who have a need and we remember the members of the 
Parish Council and the community in our regular prayers. We cannot speak 
highly enough of the work of the Memorial Hall Committee and of all of those who 
give so much, so freely for the benefit of our village. We wish the organisers of 
the shop every success and we want to say a big thank you to Stuart for the 
excellent DVD.  May God bless you all through the coming year. 
 
 
d) ST MARY’S CHURCH 
Mrs Debbie McMillan gave a report from St Mary the Virgin Church 
 
Background 
St Mary’s PCC has the responsibility of co-operating, with the Team Vicar in 
promoting the pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical mission of the 
Church. It also has the responsibility for maintenance of the church building and 
grounds. 
Mission Statement 
The Benefice of Loddon Reach churches, of which this is parish is one, share the 
following mission statement:     ‘To know Christ and make Him known through a 
caring, sustainable and growing Christian presence in our Community.’ 
Membership 
Members of the PCC are either ex-officio or elected by the Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting (APCM) in accordance with Church Representation Rules. 
During the year the following served on the PCC: 
Team Rector     Reverend Maurice Stanton-Saringer  
Team Vicar  Reverend Beatrice Pearson. (Chair)  
Churchwardens Mrs Lesley Boardman 
   Mr Peter Pearson (resigned)  
   Mr William Anstice 
Deanery Synod Rep Mrs Nicki Tinniswood 
Elected Members Mrs Dorothy Cripps 
   Mrs Debbie Johnson-Wait 
   Mr Charlie Carter  
   Mr William Anstice 
   Miss Hayley Sheridan (Treasurer) 
   Mrs Sam Moore 
   Mrs Deborah MacMillan (Secretary) 
 
Committees  
Standing Committee  
This is the only committee required by law. It has the power to transact the 
business of the PCC between meetings, subject to any directions given by the 
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Council. The Reverend Beatrice Pearson, Lesley Boardman, Peter Pearson and 
Hayley Sheridan make up this committee. 
Child Protection Committee 
This comprises of Hayley Sheridan from Beech Hill and representatives from 
three other PCCs in the Benefice. This committee has not needed to meet this 
year. Our parish has a Child Protection Policy in place. 
Loddon Reach Team Council 
This comprises elected representatives from each PCC. The representatives 
from Beech Hill are Lesley Boardman, Nicki Tinniswood and Hayley Sheridan.  
The team meet regularly to consider matters which concern the four parishes 
within the Benefice of Loddon Reach. 
 
Church Attendance 
There were 33 parishioners on the electoral roll as reported at the PCC meeting 
on 16th April 2013. (3 of these live outside the parish). The average Sunday and 
Christmas Day attendance of adults and children for the calendar year was 24 
which was a decrease of 5 people a week over the previous year 2011. 
 
Review of the year 
In 2012 the following service pattern continued. 
 First Sunday of month  Parish Eucharist   
Second Sunday of month  Celtic service 
Third Sunday of month           Parish Eucharist with choir  
Fourth Sunday of month  Parish Praise 
Fifth Sunday of month  Combined Benefice service 
The Celtic service is a gentle, Taize style service held at 5pm, sometimes 
accompanied by a guest harpist, Jenny Harrison or Nigel Worner-Phillips on 
guitar.  It was led by Beatrice Pearson and Hayley Sheridan. The third Sunday 
Eucharist service continued with an informal Christian music section provided by 
Will Anstice.  Special thanks to Will, Jenny for playing the harp and Nigel the 
guitar at some of the Celtic services and also Chris Boardman for all his musical 
input in the Church.   
Parish praise continued with an informal ‘Songs of Praise’ format. Popular and 
modern songs were led by Chris Boardman on guitar during the service. 
The adult choir now meets once a month at 9.30am prior to the service.  
Craft Active continued to meet once a month at St. Michaels Church for craft, 
coffee and a chat.  Participants have had the opportunity to learn new skills, if 
they wished to do so. A youth group ‘Geronimo’ aimed at children 10 to 15 met 
two times a month at St. Michael’s Church.  
A village bible/fellowship group was held weekly at Penelope Carters house. A 
lent course was also held here staring 27th February 2013. 
Women’s World Day of Prayer was hosted by St Marys Church this year on 2 
March 2012. The service was led by Pauline Stanton-Saringer with guest 
speaker Rev’d Maureen Devine. 
A pancake party was held in aid of Church funds at Beech Hill Memorial Hall on 
21st February, 
Harvest festival was held on 21 October 2012. Produce was donated to the 
Women’s refuge in Reading. St Michael’s and St. Mary’s Church held a joint 
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Harvest barn dance in Spencers Wood Village Hall with profits divided between 
the Church and the Shop project. 
The Remembrance Day service began again in the Memorial Hall with a secular 
act of remembrance at 11am and then moved into the Church for the service. 
This was well attended.  
The Christmas Carol service on 16th December with the Choir was very well 
attended as usual. Music was provided by Burnished Brass. Mince pies were 
served afterwards and were provided by the Shop project. 
The Family Communion on Christmas day was, again very well attended. 
Many thanks go to all those who organised and supported these events. 
The Church continues to sponsor a child in Peru through Compassion. 
This was a particularly good year for weddings as 9 wedding services were held. 
There was also 1 marriage thanksgiving/renewal of vows, 4 baptisms, 1 
thanksgiving service, 3 funerals and 2 burial of ashes. 
The PCC met eight times during the year with an average attendance of 73%.  
 
Financial situation of the Church 
Details appear in the report on the financial statements by the Treasurer. 
 
Church Fabric 
The fabric of the Church is sound. Further details are in the attached report. 
 
Shop  
The Plans for a community shop located in the Church premises continued this 
year and although as hoped, the shop did not open in 2012 it was officially 
opened by Melinda Messenger in February 2013. The shop is not owned by the 
Church but is set up as an Industrial Provident Society. This is run by a 
management committee who employ Sam Moore as shop manager and a team 
of volunteers.  
A toilet was installed at the end of the year to the rear of the Church which is 
available for both shop and Church users. A gravel path has been laid leading to 
the toilet and the existing paths revamped. A lamp and sign post has been 
erected at the front of the Church. Pews have been removed from the north aisle 
and rear of the Church and put into storage. Cabinets have been fitted in the 
interior of the Church which have been beautifully designed and finished to 
complement the style and colour of the original furniture, particularly the pews. A 
new kitchen has been fitted in the vestry with connection to mains water.  
Conflicting reports about local support for this project however, continued 
throughout the year.  Part of West Berkshire Planning Authority’s conditions for 
opening a shop in the Church included providing three new parking places, for 
which plans were submitted by the Shop at the front of the Church, there was a 
lot of local opposition to this. The PCC tried to replace this proposal with parking 
on the Glebe land at the back of the Church but as this would have taken longer 
to arrange and delay the shop opening until after Beatrice had retired it was 
decided by a majority vote to keep with the plans to move back the picket fence 
and use part of the front graveyard. This caused considerable controversy among 
some villagers although others acknowledge it will also provide safer parking for 
some Church users, brides at weddings and hearses at funerals. Of particular 
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importance is that children will be safer getting in and out of cars alongside the 
main road.  
Now the shop has opened it is hoped that it will be a success and provide a 
valuable community asset. The initial weeks have been very promising. 
 
Retirements 
During the year our Team Rector, Reverend Maurice Stanton-Saringer and our 
Team Vicar Beatrice Pearson announced that they had decided to retire in 2013 
and began the process of handing in their resignations. An appointment process 
for Maurice and Beatrice’s succession was put into place and thanks go to all 
those involved. Peter Jarvis was appointed as Team Rector designate. 
 
Approval of the report for 2012 
This report was approved by the PCC at their meeting on the 16th April 2013 
 
e) THE VILLAGE SHOP IN THE CHURCH 
 
A status report was given by Sam Moore, Will Anstice and Stuart Barry. 
 
The hope was that the shop would encourage use of the church as a community 
asset and a community hub. The church is open for six and a half days a week, 
water and electricity installation had been extended within the building and the 
heating was on longer.  New paths had been laid, the toilet installed and there 
was exterior lighting and parking provision.  There was also telephone, 
broadband and wifi and tea and coffee was provided for church services.  All this 
enhanced the use of the church. 
 
The running of the shop involved taking delivery of fresh produce, meat, dairy 
products, bread and honey, all from local suppliers and Thrive.  There had been 
good feedback on the products on sale and a cost comparison had shown that a 
“basket” was cheaper than in some supermarkets so there was quality produce at 
reasonable prices. 
 
Many local users came on foot, there was trade from the neighbouring villages 
and there was passing trade.  The church was also used as a meeting point, a 
place for quiet reflection and for study. 
 
It was recognised that there had been issues about the setting up of the shop 
and the parking etc but there were always two sides to every story and it was felt 
that with good support from volunteers and the local community any issues could 
be overcome. 
 
There was no financial report to give as there had only been seven weeks of 
trading so far but it was noted that Fridays and Saturdays were the busier days 
with Monday the quietest.  It was hoped that the shop would break even.  There 
was minimal wastage and as much recycling of packaging etc as possible. 
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Mrs Iris Wait then read a prepared statement to the meeting in which she 
expressed the strong hope that the community would unite behind the project for 
regeneration of church usage and this would be a new beginning with all working 
together 
 
 
8 SWALLOWFIELD COMMUNITY RESPONDERS 
 
Mr Gary Clark gave a presentation on the work of the Swallowfield Community 
Responders, a group whose work covered Beech Hill.  There had been 55 
callouts of which 6 had been to Beech Hill.  An eight minutes response time was 
aimed for and responses in six minutes had been achieved.  The Community 
First Responders (CFRs)  were often first on scene (76% of the time), arriving 
before the ambulance that was always despatched to a 999 call.  CFR personnel 
were trained to deal with many medical situations, including use of a defibrillator 
for cardiac arrests.  As the Swallowfield CFRs had raised funds for their own 
liveried vehicle they could attend road traffic incidents. 
 
The scheme had grown since 2008 from one to seven trained volunteers but 
more would be welcomed.  Volunteers undertook training every six months. 
 
Residents were told that the CFRs and Ambulance service could also be helped 
by ensuring that house names and numbers were prominently displayed, house 
lights were on and if possible, someone should be outside the house to direct the 
emergency services.  A list of medication and the medical history of the patient 
should also be available if at all possible. 
 
In answer to questions, Mr Clark stated that Beech Hill could be covered by the 
Swallowfield or Burghfield and Mortimer CFRs depending which were on duty at 
the time of any incident and they were dispatched from central ambulance control 
after the ambulance had been dispatched, volunteers would be asked to give one 
day a week or perhaps two days a month to the scheme and that CFRs did not 
take patients to hospital, this being done by ambulance if necessary.  CFRs did 
not “stand down” until told to do so by ambulance personnel. 
 
A display showing the work and equipment was at the rear of the hall and printed 
information about the scheme was circulated. 
 
 
9 STATUS AND NEXT STEPS FOR THE BEECH HILL VILLAGE PLAN 
 
At this time last year, the Village Plan group had compiled a questionnaire, and 
were preparing to distribute it to every resident in the village. 
Just over 100 residents completed the questionnaire, a response rate of around 
44%. Preliminary results were presented to residents at the Jubilee tea on June 5 
which attracted a great deal of interest. 
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The Committee analyzed the results, and tasked the 3 sub-groups of Transport, 
Community, and Planning to draw up an action plan listing objectives and actions 
which should fit the main requirements of West Berkshire Council which were 
- A stronger community 
- A safer community 
- A Healthy community 
- A prosperous community 
- A greener community 
 
During the summer, the Committee and sub-groups worked hard in defining the 
actions and drawing up a 49  page Village Plan Document. 
The final document, incorporating some changes recommended by the Parish 
Council, was submitted to West Berkshire Council on 8 November. 
At the Bonfire night supper on November 11, a presentation of the Village Plan 
was given, with lists being provided for villagers to sign expressing their interest 
in becoming involved in implementing the actions in the Village Plan Document. 
In early December, West Berkshire Council came back to us with their initial 
comments which were broadly favourable. There was, however, a major area of 
disagreement regarding traffic. A meeting was arranged between two members 
of the Village Plan Committee and three representatives of West Berkshire 
Council to find a way forward. 
Discussions took place on working out a process for getting the plans signed off, 
without the need for removing the strong comments that had been made by the 
village, but leaving a way open to investigate traffic issues fully and find a 
solution acceptable to all. 
The revised plan was submitted to West Berkshire Council on January 19 2013 
and signed off by them on 8 March. 
A copy of the Village Plan Document is available on the village web site. 
At a meeting last Friday (April 12) to which all residents were invited, a new 
Village Action Group committee of 6 volunteers was formed, which will oversee 
the implementation of the Village Plan actions. 
 
The Village Plan Action group would be chaired by Bob Walton, with the other 
members being David Seward, Peter Welland, Peter Simpson, Laurie Lee and 
Anna Roberts.  There would be sub-teams for Transport, Environment and Social 
actions and there would be discussions before any actions were undertaken. 
 
There were no questions. 
 
10 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
WBC Cllr Mayes asked if the problem with the postcodes and sat-nav directions 
for Park View had been solved.  The Chairman stated that it had not as no 
confirmation had been received from WBC as to the correct postal address and 
this was needed before the sat-nav suppliers could be informed.  The Clerk was 
advised to contact Phil Runnacres at WBC as an appropriate officer. 
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It was noted that RBFRS would fit smoke alarms and do a fire risk assessment 
for elderly and infirm residents. 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 pm, thanking all who had 
attended. 


