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BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Helen Malyn 

5 Chesterment Way, Lower Earley, Reading, Berkshire RG6 4HW 

Telephone 0118 311542 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 

website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT 7.30PM ON TUESDAY 20th SEPTEMBER 2016 

  

 

PRESENT:  Cllrs Martin Plank (Chairman) Chris Bridges (Vice-Chair), Geoff Mayes,  

                     Alison Edwards 

 

In attendance: District Councillors Graham Bridgman, Helen Malyn (clerk),  

5 members of the public. 

 

Declarations of Interest: members are reminded that declarations of interest should be made where 

appropriate. 

 

1 Apologies for absence 

1.1        DC Cllr Mollie Lock 

 

2 Declarations of interest and dispensations: 

 

 2.1 To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 

                           No further declarations of interest declared over and above those already  

                           held with W.B.C 

            2.2   No written request received for dispensations for disclosure of pecuniary 

                           Interests. 

            2.3          No requests for dispensation need to be granted. 

 

  3         Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 

 

3.1       Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 21st June 2016 were 

            approved and signed. 

 

4 Matters to report: 

4.1 To receive an update on actions since the last meeting not appearing as agenda 

items: 

             No items 

 

5          District Councillors reports 

5.1       To receive any report from the West Berkshire District Councillors 

 
  Cllr Graham Bridgman (West Berkshire Council, Mortimer Ward) 

 

West Berkshire Council 

 

WBC met last Thursday (15 September) and made some changes to committees etc due to changes in 

the Executive.  In particular, the new Vice-Chairman of Council is Cllr Carol Jackson-Doerge 

(Burghfield Ward).  Full details of all the changes are on the WBC website. 

 

At the meeting we also undertook some housekeeping, in particular adopting the new Code of 

Conduct and Gifts & Hospitality Protocol mentioned in previous reports (and that I had been 
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involved in re-drafting) and updating the contract rules of procedure.  However, the main items on the 

agenda were a fresh decision on the budget proposal regarding short breaks for disabled children, as a 

result of the quashing of the previous decisions by Mrs Justice Laing following a judicial review, and 

a decision to compulsorily purchase land for the new Theale Primary School if it proves necessary 

(which we hope not – it will be far preferable to agree the land purchase by negotiation). 

 

In my last report I mentioned the boundary commission review of WBC, and an initial briefing for 

members took place on 16 June – the task group has begun to assess councillors’ workloads as part of 

the process.  As previously referred to, the review will not affect parish boundaries, only WBC ward 

boundaries, but I am happy to expand on the process should councillors wish (and, of course, there 

has been recent publicity about the parliamentary boundary review, with its initial proposal to include 

Aldermaston in the Wokingham constituency). 

 

Finally, work has begun on the three-year budget from 2017.  If the 2016/17 budget was challenging 

this will be more so, with a further reduction in grant of approximately £22m.  I will keep you as 

informed as I am able.  

 

 

Local Issues 

 

Trunkwell 

 

You will recall from emails in January that, following the meeting I had had with Nick Carter (Chief 

Executive of WBC), Paul Anstey (Licensing), Gary Rayner (Development Control) and Sarah Clarke 

(Legal), I was advised that a licence review would enable the various issues (in particular, the extent 

of the licence and the plans issue, and the public nuisance arguments) to be aired.  Having had a 

further meeting with Paul Anstey in early August (as detailed in my email of 5 August), I remain of 

the opinion that a review is needed to enable both sides of the argument to have an opportunity to be 

heard. 

 

As you also know, I have made it clear that I will declare any interests necessary and represent / assist 

the villagers / neighbours / PC to seek a resolution.  My personal view is that a licence review need 

not await the planning enforcement appeal – indeed whether the premises (or part of them, eg the 

marquees) have planning permission seems to me to have little to do with whether the premises (or, 

again, part of them) should be licensed and on what terms. 

 

On the planning front, I share frustrations at how long things take.  I am waiting to hear from the 

Planning Inspectorate as to when a hearing of the enforcement appeal is likely to take place but have 

nothing yet.   

 

Finally, I remain of the view (as expressed in various emails) that it would be useful for BHPC to 

have Paul Anstey and Gary Rayner (or similar) to a meeting to air some of the processes and 

timescales. 

 

Padworth Waste Site 

 

You will undoubtedly may have seen press reports regarding plans to include domestic waste disposal 

at the site. 

 

I have to draw a careful line here for two reasons.  First, I sit on the planning committee so I must be 

circumspect in any views expressed because there will be a planning application in due course (see 

below).  Second, whilst there are understandable concerns being raised in Padworth, there is also 

enthusiasm for the plans in other parts of the ward following the removal of access to Smallmead.  I 

must represent all views. 

 

To put some flesh on the issue, I have spoken to the relevant portfolio holder and, in essence, the 
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WBC position is that when the Padworth waste site was first established, (a) WBC could give 

residents access to the full services available at Smallmead within the council budget, and (b) WBC 

was being paid by Hampshire CC for their residents to use the waste/recycling facilities at Padworth 

and Newbury.  There was thus, then, no thought that there was any reason that Padworth might need 

to be extended to a full waste facility. 

 

However, with the Government’s austerity measures and resultant reduction in income, as you know 

WBC had to make difficult budgetary decisions, one of which was to cancel the RE3 contract that 

allowed access to Smallmead (and had been costing £460k pa).  This meant that WBC had to revise 

its view of the Padworth facility and make the decision to seek an extension to allow the site to accept 

domestic waste. 

 

Having said this, there are some pertinent points to make: 

 

• Hampshire CC has cancelled its contracts with WBC and as a result WBC will be introducing a 

scheme to restrict the use of WBC waste facilities, including Padworth, to WBC residents only 

(unless non-residents pay a fee).  Given that Hampshire residents currently account for 40%+ 

of Padworth usage, it is anticipated that the use of the Padworth site will drop by a similar 

amount - giving a leeway for the increased use of the site for domestic waste by WBC residents 

(and I understand that the indications are that actual traffic levels are lower than originally 

anticipated even before taking into account the expected Hampshire drop-off). 

 

• The fact that the WBC Executive has adopted this proposal does not circumvent the planning 

and scrutiny processes.  Any change of this nature will require planning permission and 

Padworth PC and local residents will have their opportunity to make their views known within 

the planning framework upon any application that comes forward from Veolia.  Whatever 

transpires, it is not going to happen immediately (there is currently no news about a planning 

application to extend the use of the site). 

 

As you will have also seen from the news release from WBC that I distributed recently, and from 

details attached to bins, a new permit scheme will begin on Monday 26 September.  From that date 

West Berkshire residents will need to display a vehicle permit in order to access the household waste 

recycling centres in Newbury and Padworth - a permit will be posted to every household across the 

district shortly and must be clearly displayed in order to enter the recycling centres (each household 

will receive a single permit that can be used in domestic vehicles). 

 

Finally, from conversations I have had (including an email exchange with a Beech Hill resident), it 

appears that some residents do not fully appreciate the range of recycling that Padworth can accept: 

batteries; books; cans; car batteries; cardboard; CDs, DVDs, etc; cooking oil; food & drinks cartons; 

garden waste; glass bottles & jars; hard plastic; hardcore & rubble; household & garden chemicals; 

large appliances; light bulbs; mobile phones; paint; paper; plastic bottles; printer cartridges; scrap 

metal; small appliances; textiles & clothes; toys; tvs & monitors; tyres; used engine oil; and wood & 

timber.  The site does not (currently) accept: asbestos; furniture; gas bottles; general rubbish; and 

plasterboard. 

 

Energy Switching 

 

WBC have introduced a scheme to enable energy switching for householders.  In brief this is a 

collective energy switching scheme along the lines of an oil buying club and involves a group of 

consumers joining together to collectively negotiate a better deal on their utility bills.  This process is 

facilitated by a third party within West Berkshire’s scheme – iChoosr (the same scheme used in many 

council areas).  Householders sign up on the Big Community Switch website, which is accessed via 

the West Berkshire specific link, and a pool of potential customers, along with local authorities, will 

group together and energy suppliers come up with a price based on the group buying scheme.  Once 

that bidding process is completed, those that are registered receive an email providing the best offer 

available.  They don’t have to take that offer, but they have about four weeks to decide whether they 
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wish to switch.  If so, the switching happens and it is done on their behalf. 

 

Out of the completed registrations for West Berkshire, 97.7% of those are able to save on their energy 

bills when compared to their existing deals, with indicative figures for dual fuel online monthly direct 

debit, providing an average annual saving of £323.94.  Electric only paper billing monthly direct 

debit, averages an annual saving of £160 and dual free prepayment - £100.27 average annual saving. 

 

New bus service 

 

I am very pleased to note that Mortons Travel introduced a new bus service from 1 September, on a 

commercial basis and at their business risk.  The new service is branded “Tad Red 1” and links 

Tadley > AWE > Mortimer > Grazeley > Basingstoke Road > Reading, on Mondays to Saturdays.  

Their timetable etc is at www.tadred.com.  There is a proposal under investigation for this bus to stop 

near to Wokefield Park, and I have responded. 

Cllr Bridgeman added that no objections have been received from the Police or other relevant 

authorities, so we shall see if the bus stop is erected.  
 

Four Houses Corner site 

 

This is still on the radar and we await possible proposals from WBC for improvements to the site. 

 

West Berkshire students and schools  

 

West Berkshire’s A Level results have exceeded the district’s 2015 performance. The percentage of 

A*-C passes reported by schools has risen by nearly 2.5 percentage points from 76.5% in 2015 to 

79.0% in 2016, exceeding the England average of 77.5%. 

 

The GCSE results as well were really good, increasing by over 3 percentage points from 63.9% in 

2015 to 67.1% in 2016 - this is in an environment where England’s results overall fell by two 

percentage points. 

 

Congratulations especially to Kennet, St Bartholomew’s, Downs and Willink whose results were 

outstanding.  As Peter Fry (Headteacher of Willink) has said “This is a wonderful set of results fully 

deserved by a hard-working and mature year group. It is a record-breaking set of results for The 

Willink, just surpassing the 2014 high watermark. It is particularly pleasing to see the high progress 

score – on average for each subject students achieve a half grade higher than expected”. 

 

Mortimer Library (and libraries generally) 

 

I understand that the needs assessment is near to completion by Red Quadrant – watch this space (and 

for another six week consultation and a decision by WBC). 

 

District Parish Conference 

 

The next conference is from 18:00 on 18 October in the WBC Council Chamber with topics including 

the boundary review and devolution.  

 

 
 
 

http://www.tadred.com/
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Report from Cllr Mollie Lock (read by the Clerk in her absence) 
 
WEST BERKS COUNCIL 

 

During August Alan Law and Garth Simpson resigned from the Executive and for this and other 

reasons Roger Croft, Leader of their group, is in the process reshuffling members of the Executive.. 

I continue to serve on all my committees, panels and boards which includes Education, Social 

Services, Housing, Health and Wellbeing, Personnel, Schools Liaison, School Transport Appeals   

and the Joint Consultative Committee; the latter meets with various unions. 

You have no doubt read all the controversy about the silo attitude of the various unitary authorities 

which will now force some residents to drive miles to their Council’s designated Waste Site. From 

26th September each household in WBC will be sent stickers  to display in their car permitting them 

to use the WBC sites. There are plans to extend the Padworth site so it could take all waste but the 

plans are still in the very early stages. The possibility to purchase a permit to enable WBC residents 

to use the Smallmead site in Reading is still being explored.   

The library consultation has ended now we await Red Quadrant’s report on each library’s assessment 

of need which will be followed by yet another consultation by WBC and the final outcome is decided. 

I have a meeting with the officer and Portfolio Holder for Culture early in October so may have some 

further information.  

     

SCHOOLS 

 

In West Berkshire schools the A and GCSE results were above national average although nationally 

there was a slight drop in the number of A* and A grades awarded . The Willink School again had 

excellent results. The Government dictates that pupils who do not achieve a GCSE grade C or above 

in English and Maths must continue to resit these subjects until either they reach the school leaving 

age (18), are in an apprenticeship scheme or engaged in Further Education. 

All children living in Beech Hill are entitled to free Home to school transport to The Willink. New 

regulations now stipulate the nearest and not the catchment school will be considered for free Home 

to school Transport. (Children up to the age of eight years old are expected to walk two miles and 

over eight years three miles, providing there is a safe walk to school and accompanied) Exceptional 

reasons can be taken into account and 16+ come into another category!     

 

AWE 

 

The next meeting is due to take place on Monday 26th September. The agenda is to include 

Environment, Health and Safety and Site reports and updates on the Community and Science 

Challenge. I   will also be involved with the STEM primary session in October. 

 

MORTON BUS 

 

This is a new commercial service which started on 1st September and travels between Tadley and 

Reading via Mortimer, Wokefield and Grazley, unfortunately it does not take in Beech Hill. 

 

DISTRICT PARISH MEETING 

 

This is to take place on 18th October    

 

6 Correspondence & Clerks Report 

6.1 Items of correspondence received prior to meeting on 20th September 2016. 

 

 Details of fixed penalty notices for fly tipping – parish council use 

 WBCS Upstream latest update 

 July issue of “Whats On” 

 Details of members bid from Cllr Bridgman 

 Details of Newbury & Padworth recycling centres 
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 Details of West Berkshire recycling schemes 

 WBC consultation re Eductation for excluded pupils 

 Berkshire Youth newsletter July / August 

 NALC newsletters 26 Jul 

 TVERC newsletter 

 Berkshire Youth Newsletter - August 

 Rural news digest 27 Jul & 8 Aug 

 Volunteer Opportunities 

 Beech Hill Fete 3rd September 

 Details of West Berkshire Energy Switch 

 Update from “Launchpad” Sleepout on 19th August raised £15,000 

 Berkshire Youth Update – “Whats On” – September 

 NALC Newsletter 31 Aug 2016 

 Volunteer Centre Update 

 West Berkshire Community Champions Award 

 Rural Services Update Bulletin 

 Advice of CCB AGM 

 Swallowfield Community Responders Update 

 Proposed new Bus Stop near Wokefield Park         

 

The Clerk reported that she had received 5 quotations so far, and for the basis aluminium 

look noticeboards, we are looking at a cost cica £2000 plus. 

It was agreed by all present that the wooden / oak effect would be more in keeping with the 

village and what is currently in place. 

The Clerk will continue to work with those she has contacted to come forward with a 

proposal for the next meeting. 

 

7 Planning Applications 

7.1 To receive and comment on applications received 

 

Planning applications received to date: 

 

16/02189/HOUSE – Demolition of existing garage and erection of same – council had no 

objections. 

 

16/02131/CERTP – Dog grooming business – no objections 

 

16/01850/LBC2 – Sound proofing, council objects 

 

16/02378/FUL – Conversion of agricultural barn to new house build.  The proposal was 

discussed by CCLR’s and residents present. Although they could see some merit in the 

application, partly supported by the responses used within the Village Plan survey, there were 

concerns that it did not meet the criteria laid out in the DPD especially that the existing barn 

was not redundant. The Chairman agreed to further review and circulate a response for 

approval, prior to submission. 

 

 

7.2 To receive notification of Planning Decisions from WBC 

 

16/01850/LBC2 – Recommended for approval by WBC 

 
 

8           Representatives on Outside Bodies 
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8.1.1 BNAG 

                          Cllr Bridges advised those present that the crime rate has increased slightly, with  

                          resources being allocated elsewhere throughout the County. There have been a few  

                          problems reported in Mortimer; number plates being stolen on cars.  A resident at  

                          the meeting reported an attempted break-in at The Thrive and Cllr Bridges  

                          encouraged all those present to report any incidents to the police. The next BNAG  

                          meeting will be on 27th September. 

  

             8.1.2 The Allotments Trust : The report was read by the clerk. 

 

The Chairman and Trustees would like to remind the meeting of the status and 

purpose of the Allotments Trust (AT). 

The AT is an independent, charitable trust whose purposes are as follows: 

The application of income for relief of persons resident in the parish of Beech Hill, 

either generally or individually, who are in conditions of need, hardship or distress 

by providing grants., monies or providing services or facilities to reduce, the need, 

hardship or distress of those persons. 

 

Or the application of income for the general benefit of persons in the parish of Beech 

Hill, where not otherwise provided for by rates, taxes or other public funds and 

administered as the Trustees think fit. 

 

The current Trustees are: 

 

Hayley Sheridan, Maggie Bridges, Jack Bucknell and Ken Tomkins. 

The Chairman and Trustees would like to remind the meeting of the status and 

purpose of the Allotments Trust (AT). 

 

The AT is an independent, charitable trust whose purposes are as follows: 

“The application of income for relief of persons resident in the parish of Beech Hill, 

either generally or individually, who are in conditions of need, hardship or distress 

by providing grants., monies or providing services or facilities to reduce, the need, 

hardship or distress of those persons. 

Or the application of income for the general benefit of persons in the parish of Beech 

Hill, where not otherwise provided for by rates, taxes or other public funds and 

administered as the Trustees think fit”. 

 

The AT maintains the land on the village green, including the playground area and 

playground equipment and also the land to the rear of Park View which is currently 

used as grazing land. The only income the AT receives is interest on its investments 

and therefore it has received assistance by way of grants from WBC (which helped 

with the purchase of the slide and monkey bars) and funding from the Parish Council 

(the fencing around the playground area). 

 

 

During the year the AT has allocated funds to the maintenance of the trees on the 

green. 

 

A picnic bench and seating has also been acquired at the request of villagers.  

 

The recent annual inspection of the playground equipment identified no concerns.  
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The Trustees welcome any comments or suggestions from members of the village. 

Additionally, volunteers from the village who would like become Trustees are always 

welcomed. 

 

             8.1.3   Memorial Hall:  Graham Bell reported that the Memorial Hall is very well used  

                        and a popular venue. The Cinema will start next Tuesday (27th September) – with a  

                        total showing of 9 films over the course of the film season. 

                        The committee are currently looking at proposals for new designs for the entrance  

   area to provide protection from the elements. They are also looking at improving the  

  “overflow” parking area. 

  The running costs of the hall are now starting to take effect, so they are having to use  

  their reserves. 

 

             8.1.4 The Shop in the Church 

 

                         The Clerk reported in the absence of a representative, due to illness, that the  

 shop continues to do well.  Forthcoming events are an apple day on Saturday 15th    

 October & the Christmas shopping evening will be Thursday 17th November. 

 

8.1.5 Thames Valley Police: No information received 

 

9         Village Website 

9.1      No information received. 

 

 10 Matters to Report 

10.1 To take questions from the public. 

 

             Graham Bell asked on behalf of Hannah Callier about the timescales for  

             Noticeboards.  The Clerk explained that further quotes need to be obtained first, for 

             the “Oak” finish, to be put to the committee for approval, prior to any dates been 

             given. 

    Graham also asked about the donation for the recent fete.  The Chairman explained 

  That whilst all agreed that the fete was very successful, it is very hard to justify a    

             retrospective request for financial assistance, when the fete has actually made a  

  profit. The Chairman suggested that the PC make a donation of £500 to the Air 

             Ambulance, enabling the committee to retain its profits for next year. 

 

 It was therefore resolved that the amount set aside in the budget for “elections” be  

 transferred to the “donations” line to the amount of £500. 

 

 Graham also reported that “Streetcare” will continue to look at the flooding issue in  

 Trowes Lane.  

 

11 Matters to Report 

           

            11.1 Parking at the Triangle – to receive a report from Councillor Bridges and any 

action.  Cllr Bridges reported that no further action has taken place since the last 

meeting.  As we are now getting into the “wetter” season, Cllr Bridges will contact 

the pub for an update. 

 

 

           11.2 Village calendar – to receive a report from Councillor Edwards. 

No movement on this. To be taken off agenda. 

           11.3 Village map – to receive a report from Councillor Edwards 

 No movement on this; Cllr Edwards to progress. 
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            11.4 Trunkwell Manor – Update re planning / licensing 

 

  The owners of Trunkwell House have appealed against the enforcement notice, and  

             The hearing will take place in April 2017.  If the appeal was upheld, then the 

  enforcement period would start again; so we would realistically be looking at 2018. 

             The noise levels continue to be a major concern, causing great distress to those nearby, 

  with events continuing into the early hours of the morning. 

 As we are now awaiting the outcome of the hearing, the Cllrs have decided to ask for 

 a review of the licences, as it is believed that the marquees do not hold the correct  

 licences. Once submitted the process should take approximately 10 weeks.  

             Councillor Bridgeman offered his services as a ‘lawyer’ to argue the point regarding the    

            licensed area(s) etc  

   

11.5 D.P.D including Clappers Farm 

            The Clappers Farm application has been withdrawn from the DPD.  Cllr Edwards read  

            from the “Issue 10 GTS note “No information to date on the Travellers and Gypsy site 

 

12 Finance 

 12.1 Cheques authorised for payment: 

 

 

Accounts for payment for meeting of 20th September 2016

Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

Miss H P Malyn Salary June / July 384.66£    100392

Miss H P Malyn Salary Aug / Sept 378.36£    100393

Miss H P Malyn Exp (postage & Ink cartridges) 34.54£      100394

CPRE Annual membership 50.00£      100395

Total 847.56£    

 
             

13 Any other items that the Chairman decides are urgent as items of information 

13.1 To receive items from Parish Councillors for referral to future meetings or for 

the Clerk to action. 

 No further items. 

 

 

14 Next Parish Council Meeting 

 

14.1 To confirm the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting as  

            15th November 2016 @ 7.30pm 

 


