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 e-mail: clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 Website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL HELD 

AT 7.30 p.m. ON TUESDAY 03 FEBRUARY 2015 

IN THRIVE TRAINING ROOM, BEECH HILL 

 

PRESENT: Cllrs Martin Plank (Chairman), Chris Bridges (Vice-Chairman), 

Alison Edwards (from Item 7) and David Simpson 

 

In attendance: Janet Haines (Locum Clerk), 12 members of the public.  WBC Cllr G 

Mayes, WBC Cllr M Lock.  

 

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

1.1 Cllr Edwards gave apologies for lateness 

 

2 THE LATE, FORMER COUNCILLOR MIKE METHVEN 

 

2.1 The Chairman addressed the meeting, outlining the contributions that Mike 

Methven gave freely to the community as Councillor, Vice-Chairman and 

Chairman over the years.  In agreement with Carol Methven a toast was 

proposed to Mike’s memory and to record all his past efforts. Councillors and 

the public in attendance stood, raised a glass and remembered him. 

 

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 

 

3.1 None 

 

3.2 No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests had 

been received. 

 

3.3 None 

 

4 MINUTES OF THE LAST PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

 

4.1 The Parish Council RESOLVED to sign the minutes of the meetings of 18 

November 2014, as a true record.  The Chairman signed all pages of the loose 

leaf minutes. 

 

5 WBC DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT 

 

5.1 The Chairman gave an update on actions on the DPD since the last meeting in 

November reporting that no further information had been received regarding 

the proposed Gypsy and Traveller site at Clappers Farm, despite full 

information having been given to WBC about the covenant on the land 

mailto:clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk
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regarding caravans.  It was reported that the results of the consultation had 

been delayed and would not be in the public domain until September.  The 

resulting report would be given to the Inspector for his decision. 

 

WBC Cllrs Lock and Mayes were asked to find any information held by WBC 

on existing sites in the WBC area but it was noted that information on sites in 

Reading, Wokingham, Hants and S Oxford was also needed. 

 

The Clerk was asked to write to WBC officers Gary Lugg and Bryan Lyttle to 

ask them, if the site was selected, to attend a future meeting to explain to 

residents why the Clappers Farm site had been identified and chosen as 

suitable notwithstanding the numerous comments which had been made. 

ACTION: Clerk  
 

6 MATTERS TO REPORT 

 

6.1 Bank account 

 Transfer of the accounts from HSBC to NatWest was still to take place.  Cllrs 

Plank and Bridges would progress this matter. 

ACTION: Cllrs Plank and Bridges 

 

6.2 Defibrillator 

A quotation had been received for a second defibrillator in the sum of 

£1,381.75 + VAT.  As the formal permission of the owners of the pub where it 

was proposed to site the defibrillator was needed, the Clerk would write to the 

owners to confirm that this was given.  The order would then be placed. 

ACTION: Clerk 

 

6.3 Insurance 
No official request for the contribution to the insurance of the Village Plan 

Group had been received to date, although the bank account had been set up.  

The BHPC Chairman would write to the Village Plan Group Chairman to ask 

for details of planned events. 

ACTION: Chairman 

 

6.4 Reports for meetings 
The Locum Clerk had requested written reports from Village bodies.  To date, 

one had been supplied by Sam Moore of the Village Shop. 

 

6.5 Noise from Trunkwell Manor 

Following several complaints from residents about excessive noise from 

Trunkwell Manor during events, the Clerk had contacted WBC Planning Dept 

.to ask for details of the planning history of the site, consents in place etc.  

This had been referred on to the Planning Enforcement team but a full 

response would not be available for this meeting.  This was an agenda item. 

 

 

6.6 Budget 

As the proposed Working Party for setting the budget had not met, the Locum 

Clerk had prepared a draft Budget and indicative Precept level for discussion 

at the meeting. 
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6.7 Revised National Salary Scales from NALC/SLCC 

The revised salary scales had been received and applied to the payment for this 

meeting. 

 

6.8 Date of next meeting 

The Locum Clerk would not be available for the next scheduled meeting on 17 

March.  The Memorial Hall would be available on 10 and 24 March but the 

Locum Clerk would not be available for the latter date either.  BHPC is 

required by law to meet at least four times in a year and the current meeting 

would be the 5
th

 in 2014-15.  Members could consider deferring the next 

meeting to 14 April, to follow on from the APM on that evening, to deal with 

any urgent business or planning applications.   An alternative would be for the 

Locum Clerk to prepare any meeting and for someone else to take the minutes 

on the evening.   

 

Cllr Edwards joined the meeting. 

 

7 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

 

7.1 WBC Cllr M Lock gave her report. 

 

 MEMBER COMMUNITY BIDS. 

 There is to be a new round of Member Bids, the deadline for their submission 

is the 13
th

 February. I have application forms and am happy to work with the 

parish to submit an application. 

 

 PADWORTH BRIDGE 

 At the end of last week we were told that work on the bridge is expected to be 

completed by the end of March and the road to the Waste Site and the A4 

would be reopened.  

 

 PROPOSED CUTS 

 The administration has already cut £253k from services to vulnerable children 

and adolescents and are proposing to cut a further £168k, this will have a great 

effect on the Burghfield Centre which will be run by just one manager who 

will have to share her time between two other Centres in the east of WBC.   

There is an online petition asking them to reconsider these additional cuts.  

 

 HELP FOR FLOOD VICTIMS 

A new office was opened in Aldermaston in January by the company 

previously only located in Exeter. The company say that they will be able to 

respond more quickly to local residents should they be flooded in anyway and, 

most importantly, start the drying out process which will enable residents to 

get back in their homes.  

 

 POST 16 HOME TO SCHOOL TRAVEL 

 Previously six form students were not entitled use the free school bus  The 

Willink School. From this academic year the school leaving age was raised to 

17 and next year it will be 18 so West Berkshire introduced a season ticket 
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which costs £220 (£1.15 a day) and guarantees a seat on the school bus. In 

cases of hardship parents should contact the school for help to pay. 

 

 UFTON CROSSING 

 Net work Rail  announced at a meeting on Friday 23
rd

 January that they 

preferred a bridge but it would not be started until next year – twelve years 

after the crash. Parishes have repeatedly been requesting that a full barrier 

should be installed for the last ten years but this has been ignored by Network 

Rail, we must hope that a solution is not delayed by a further twelve years. 

  

 NOISE ISSUE 

 There is continuing dialogue re the original Planning conditions for Trunkwell 

House when they were given permission to have a marquee for, I believe, a 

limited time and for a limited number of occasions such as weddings. 

  

 PLANNING 

  Geoff usually deals with these matters but I read last night that the Oak Dene, 

Vale View Lane application had been refused. 

 

8.2 The following report was given by WBC Cllr Geoff Mayes: 

   

 Firstly, I would like to express to all the Residents of Beech Hill our sorrow at 

Mike Methven’s death and the loss of a wise past Chairman of this Parish 

Council.  Mollie and I attended the Memorial Service last Friday and the 

numbers who attended show the community spirit that exists in the Parish. He 

will be missed by Carol, the whole family and all his friends.  However that 

village spirit lives on and is a good omen for the future and it is Mike’s legacy 

to Beech Hill.    

 

 My Report for the February meeting is attached. Cllr Mollie Lock will present 

her report on Housing and Social matters separately.  Since the last PC 

meeting on 18
th

 November 2014, we have been following closely the PC 

/WBC exchange of Emails as they affect Beech Hill. 

 

 District Planning Document Responses 

 

 At the end of January there was still no update report available to Members on 

the DPD review by Officers based the responses from the Public to the 

consultation which ended in mid September 2014. The c4500 responses and 

over 8,000 comments are still being analysed by the Planning Officers before 

being reported to the Portfolio Holder and the Planning Policy Task Group.  

The next opportunity for Public Consultation is not expected until mid 

September.  Beech Hill Parish Council have requested a statement on the 

location and number of the Gypsy Traveller and Travelling Show people sites 

in the District and in adjacent Borough and County Councils areas.  This 

information will also be delayed with the remainder of the DPD.   

 

 District / Parish Conference 

 The next District / Parish Conference will be held on 10
th

 March in West 

Berkshire Council Offices at 6 pm.  Your Parish Councillors may wish to raise 

the DPD consultation at this meeting.   
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 Planning in Beech Hill    

I continue to monitor the Planning Applications in the Parish from the WBC 

website. 

 The following planning applications are active:- 

 

 Application 14/02294/HOUSE at Home Farm linked outbuilding, access and 

fencing on Beech Hill Road was Approved .  

 

 Application 14/02076/AGRIC for a Open sided Barn at Cross Lane Farm, I 

have seen no decision on the Web site by WBC officers. The PC were 

concerned about possible additional development on the farm south of Cross 

Lane. 

 

 Application 14/03002/House for a two storey side extension at OakDene Vale 

View Drive was refused by Officers.  

   

 I have heard of no other new applications in Beech Hill to Monday 2
nd

 

February 2015 in the Parish. 

 

 Trunkwell House  

 I have been following correspondence on the noise problem and planning 

history regarding the expansion of the Hotel and the use of the Marquee(s).  I 

will take it up with the Environmental Services and Planning Enforcement 

after this meeting if it is appropriate and necessary. 

 

 Clappers Farm  

 I am aware of the Parish Council’s correspondence on the covenant and 

planning restrictions related to the farm.   

 

 Ufton Nervet Level Crossing  

 We had a meeting, a presentation and a forthright discussion with Network 

Rail staff on 23
rd

 January 2015. Network Rail strongly prefer a Bridge solution 

on the grounds of railway safety as Ufton Nervet has acquired a “Beachy 

Head” status,  whereas the five Parish Councils in the Ward preferred a 

cheaper full width barrier Level Crossing with CCTV monitoring.  Nothing is 

likely to happen until 2016/17 and we wanted swifter action on site to prevent 

further accidents. 

 

 Bus Transport Services  

 I have had no recent news regarding the delayed opening of the Park and Ride 

at Junction 11 due to open in late March early April 2015.  This will affect the 

local bus services operated jointly by WBC Wokingham and Basingstoke and 

Dean 

. 

 We are still trying to get the 2/2A Service from Burghfield to Mortimer on 

Sundays reinstated by the new manager at Reading Buses.   

 

 Surgeries 

 We hold our monthly Surgeries on the first Saturday every month between 

10am and 11am in the Parish Office behind the Library in Victoria Road.  If 
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you have any problems in the Parish please let Mollie Lock and myself hear 

about them by telephone or Email.  

  

With the permission of the meeting Item 14 was taken at this point. 

 

8 PUBLIC SESSION 

 

8.1 A resident commented that a newspaper report had stated that WBC was 

copying well with repairing potholes.  WBC Cllrs Lock and Mayes reported 

that some works were to be undertaken in 15-16 rolling plan but they were 

limited to specific areas.  The Shaping Our District Consultation document 

said that £17M was to be spent on roads in general. 

 

8.2 A resident stated that the triangle of land at Trowes Lane/Beech Hill Road was 

badly churned up, with puddled ruts and mud on the road that, in the freezing 

weather was adding to the deterioration of the road surface.  It was noted that 

the land as not owned or controlled by BHPC but by the Stratfield Saye Estate.  

Posts that had been erected to prevent parking on two sides of the triangle had 

been removed/vandalised.  Extra parking for the pub was needed.  Various 

possible solutions had been discussed over many years.  The Chairman would 

contact the Estate Manager to ask if BHPC could enter into an agreement to 

manage the area for the benefit of the community as a whole and bring any 

discussion to the next meeting as an agenda item. 

ACTION: Chairman and Clerk 

 

8.3 A resident asked if steps could be placed to the slide in the play area and was 

informed that this was a request that should be put to the Allotments Trust. 

 

9 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

From West Berks 
9.1 E-mail from G Lugg, Planning Policy, WBC re Local Plan Update December 

2014 

9.2 E-mail from G Lugg, Planning Policy on Housing Site  Allocations DPD – 

Update 

9.3 E-mail from WBC Cllr G Mayes re DPD consultation 

9.4 Series of e-mails form WBC officers on noise reports re Trunkwell House  

9.5 Precept Request form from B Blackett, Revenues and Benefits Manager 

9.6 Information on WBC/Green Homes Together CIC scheme and Insulation 

Funding 

9.7 Notification of Carriageway patching programme - Feb 2015 

9.8 Information from M Fraser on Code of Conduct Training on 25 June 2015 

9.9 Form for Members Bid provided by WBC Cllr Mollie Lock 

9.10 Copy of Electoral Register for Beech Hill from WBC 

9.11 Information from S Briggs, Empowering West Berkshire re Feel Good 

Fortnight, 11-25 April 

9.12 Case officer's report and decision for 14/02294/HOUSE, Home Farm, Beech 

Hill Road 

9.13 Case officer's report and decision for 14/02300/LBC, Home Farm, Beech Hill 

Road 

NALC/BALC/CCB 
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9.14 NALC E-bulletins forwarded by BALC 

9.15 E-copies of Action for All from CCB 

9.16 Copies of The BALC electronic Newsletter 

9.17 Information on BALC training on Being a Good Employer on 25 March 

9.18 Information from BALC on Finance Settlement for 2015-16 and Consultation 

on Cap on Highest Spending Parishes 

9.19 Joint Statement from NALC/SLCC on pay award, forwarded by BALC 

9.20 BALC AGM minutes and copy of presentations and request to give 

preferences for time and day of future meetings 

9.21 Information from BALC on how to make a FOI request 

9.22 Information from A Kersley, on Rural Housing assessment and copy of 

Affordable Rural Housing: A practical Guide for Parish Councils 

9.23 Domestic Abuse poster for noticeboards  

From HMRC 
None 

General 
9.24 Swallowfield Responders updates, quotation for 2

nd
 defibrillator in the sum of 

£1381.75 + VAT and information on Heartstart course/AED training 

9.25 Information from Cllr Bridges on recent NAG 

9.26 Copy e-mail from resident re DPD/Clappers Farm 

9.27 Copy e-mails from residents on noise from Trunkwell House 

9.28 Copy e-mails from residents on parking at the triangle 

9.29 Copy e-mails on policing in the area 

9.30 E-mails from resident re re-erection of Beech Hill sign, maintenance of the 

white gates and telephone kiosk 

9.31 Copies of Thames Valley Alerts on crimes etc from D Morton 

9.32 Newsletter from Came and Company on Managing Seasonal Issues 

9.33 Information on Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre training 

programme 

9.34 Copy of SLCC “The Clerk” and SLCC e-news bulletins 

9.35 Copy of Clerks and Councils Direct 

9.36 CPRE report on brownfield land: From Wasted Space to Living Spaces  

9.37 Information on Alexander Devine Children's Hospice and request for grant 

information 

9.38 Request for donation from Berkshire county Blind Society 

9.39 Request for donation from West Berkshire CAB 

9.40 Volunteering opportunities in West Berkshire from Volunteer Centre West 

Berkshire 

 

Additional correspondence 

 

10.34 E-mail of introduction from Tania Christie, SSE Community Advisor offering 

to meet Council to discuss services for vulnerable people   

   

10 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

10.1 No new planning applications received 

 

10.2 The following decisions had been received 

   

10.2.1 14/02294/HOUSE Home Farm, Beech Hill Road 
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 Consent 

 

10.2.2 14/02300/LBC, Home Farm, Beech Hill Road  

Consent 

 

11 VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS 

 

11.1 Reports were received from village organisations 

 

11.1.1 A report on the Shop in the Church had been supplied by Sam Moore, Shop 

manager. 

 

 The village shop continues to serve the village and the surrounding area not 

only supplying local products and staples but offering other services such as 

deliveries, prescriptions and most importantly a social network that is 

developing a strong underlying support network to those requiring it in the 

village.  

  

 The shop saw an increase in takings in comparison to the previous year at 

Christmas time and the year to date is showing good growth also.  

  

 The lighting improvements are awaiting the faculty being issued.  

  

11.1.2 No other reports were received.  

 

12  WEBSITE 

 

12.1     The webmaster Peter Simpson stated that there was no report on the Village 

Website for this meeting. 

 

13 VILLAGE MAP AND CALENDAR 

  

13.1 Cllr Price outlined how he in conjunction with a member of the public had 

reviewed the options available and that they felt  the village map should be 

formatted, with photographs of the Church and Memorial Hall but not of 

private residences and would use the OS map for the area.  As a licence for the 

OS map was needed, investigations into how one could be obtained would 

have to take place before any decisions were made on printing.  It was 

envisaged that an A2 version would be placed on the noticeboard(s) and an 

A5, opening to A4 versionto be handed out from the hall or shop. 

 

 The Chairman would enquire of OS how to obtain consent to use the map and 

the Clerk was asked to make the map an agenda item for the March meeting. 

Cllr Price will provide a draft of the map at the next meeting. 

ACTION: Chairman and Clerk 

 

13.2 Cllr Edwards gave an update on the Village Calendar.  A draft had been 

produced but this lacked dates of village events at the moment.  The reverse of 

the leaflet would have details of the Parish Council, meeting dates and what 

the PC did.  It was intended that it would be distributed to households and be 

available on the website.  It would be an agenda item for the March meeting. 
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ACTION: Cllr Edwards and Clerk 

 

14 MARQUEE AT TRUNKWELL HOUSE HOTEL 

14.1 The Vice-Chairman outlined the complaints that had been received from local 

residents regarding noise from the marquees during events at Trunkwell House 

Hotel, the correspondence with WBC and actions to date. 

 

 BHPC wished to be supportive of a local business but the concerns of 

residents regarding the noise and frequency of events held at the hotel had to 

be acted on.  BHPC had tried to elicit responses from WBC on the planning 

history, licencing and any enforcement actions on the site but had been 

unsuccessful.  The only information that WBC had given was that noise 

monitoring equipment had been placed in a neighbouring property.  A resident 

asked why noise limiting equipment had not been a condition of the consent 

for the marquees but BHPC could not answer this.  WBC had stated that the 

questions raised would be replied to in about a month. 

 

            A discussion ensued during which members of the public raised their 

experiences and concerns, the District Councillors commented on their 

understanding of the planning history  as well as the possible remedies to any 

existing planning or licence breach and they also agreed to keep the Parish 

Council informed . A member of the public offered to provide the Parish 

Council with details of equipment which was available to control and restrict 

the noise level. 

  

            Residents were advised to keep diaries of any events, noise levels and when 

they were reported to WBC. The matter would be an agenda item for the 

March meeting. 

ACTION: Clerk 

 

15 HEAVY GOODS VEHICLES USE OF BEECH HILL ROAD 

 

15.1     Cllr Bridges outlined the discussions at the recent NAG meeting and the 

actions taken since then regarding the continuing problem of the use of Beech 

Hill Road by heavy vehicles not suited to a road through a village and apparent 

lack of police action to monitor or report on road usage/prosecutions etc to the 

NAG. 

 

 The amount of traffic would only increase with all the planned residential 

development in the surrounding areas and, unless weight restrictions were 

imposed, heavy goods vehicles would continue to use Beech Hill as a through 

route.  The WBC ward Councillors were asked to press for a weight restriction 

at the Tun Bridge. 

 

16 REVISION TO STANDING ORDERS 

 

16.1 It was RESOLVED to adopt the revision to Standing Order 3 l re filming of 

meetings. 
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17 BUDGET 2015-16 

 

17.1 The draft budget had been circulated to councillors and this was discussed.  

Some capital projects were suggested and these were agreed.  The Clerk 

outlined the need for an amount for Miscellaneous Projects and the ability to 

vire funds from one budget heading to another during the course of the 

financial year if necessary.  

  

17.2 It was RESOLVED that the budget for 2015-16 (as attached to and forming 

part of these minutes) be accepted. 

 

18 PRECEPT 2015-16 

 

18.1 It was RESOLVED that the Precept for 2015-16 should be set in the sum of 

£6,512.00  and the Clerk was asked to submit the Precept Request Form to 

West Berkshire Council. 

ACTION: Clerk 

 

19 FINANCE AND APPROVAL OF CHEQUES FOR PAYMENT 

 

19.1 Details of the NALC/SLCC National Salary Scales had been circulated to 

members.  It was noted that these had been applied to the salary calculations 

for this meeting. 

 

19.2 The Parish Council RESOLVED to pay the following accounts for December 

2014 and January 2015. 

 
Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

J E Haines Salary & Mileage Dec & Jan, postage 316.90£    100344

SLCC Membership (shared with Beedon PC) 46.63£      100345

Total 363.53£     
 

19.3 The Locum Clerk gave the total balance in the current account and deposit 

account as £13,075.48. 

   

20 ANY OTHER ITEMS THAT THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE 

URGENT, FOR THE CLERK TO ACTION, OR ITEMS OF 

INFORMATION 
 

20.1 The Clerk reported on the new Transparency Code for small councils and how 

this would impact on BHPC in terms of how information would have to be 

displayed on a website.  The co-operation of the Webmaster would be vital as 

documents would have to be displayed at certain times and any permanent 

clerk would need to be able to upload documents as well.  The Locum Clerk 

would liaise with the Webmaster and if any extra costs were involved he 

would inform her. 
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21        NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

21.1 The next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Tuesday 24 March 

2015 at 7.30 p.m. in the Memorial Hall. 

    

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.16 p.m. 


