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 3 Swinbrook Close 
 Tilehurst, Reading
 Berkshire  RG31 6QD 
 Phone 0118 978 8947 
 e-mail: clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 Website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
AT 7.30 p.m. ON TUESDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2014 

IN BEECH HILL MEMORIAL HALL 
 

PRESENT: Cllrs Martin Plank (Chairman), Chris Bridges (Vice-Chairman), 
Alison Edwards and David Simpson 

 
In attendance: Janet Haines (Locum Clerk), 4 members of the public.  WBC Cllr G 

Mayes, WBC Cllr M Lock.  
 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
1.1 None 
 
2 THANKS TO FORMER COUNCILLOR MIKE METHVEN 

 
2.1 The Chairman addressed the meeting to give his thanks to Cllr Mike Methven 

who had resigned due to ill health. 
 

It is with much regret to all of us on the Parish Council that, due to his 
continuing health problems, Mike has decided to retire from the Parish 
Council.  
 
Mike has served as a Councillor, Vice Chairman and Chairman of the Council 
since April 2007. Throughout this period he has been both an exceptional 
member and leader of the Council, dealing personally with numerous and very 
challenging matters. Often hampered by the effects of his health, he, with the 
support of Carol, nonetheless carried out the tasks in very good spirit and 
without complaint.  
 
Mike’s knowledge and contribution to our meetings will be greatly missed and 
I take this opportunity, on behalf of the Beech Hill Parish Council, of thanking 
him for his services and wishing both him and Carol the very best for the 
future.   

 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 
 
3.1 None 

 
3.2 No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests had 

been received. 
 

3.3 None 

mailto:clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk
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4 CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR 
 
4.1 The Chairman called for nominations to fill the vacancy caused by the 

resignation of Cllr Mike Methven.  Mr David Price offered her services to the 
Council. 

 
4.2 A vote was held and it was RESOLVED that Mr David Price be elected 
 
4.3 Cllr Price signed the declaration of Acceptance of Office and proffered his 

apologies for the rest of this meeting and left. 
 
5 MINUTES OF THE LAST PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
5.1 The Parish Council RESOLVED to sign the minutes of the meetings of 16 

September 2014, as a true record.  The Chairman signed all pages of the loose 
leaf minutes. 

 
In order to enable the representative of Swallowfield Responders to leave after his 
presentation, Item 15 was taken at this point in the meeting. 
 
6 WBC DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT 

 
6.1 The Chairman gave an update on actions on the DPD since the last meeting in 

September reporting that a lot had taken place.  There had been regular contact 
with Rt Hon John Redwood MP and he had offered to attend a BHPC meeting 
say how it affected the plans for the Clappers Farm site. 

 
 A representative of the Palmer Family Trust had agreed to look into the 

covenant as it applied to the original donation of land and would object to the 
use of the land by travellers. 

 
 Discussion focussed on who had the benefit of the covenant, how the 

neighbouring land owners were affected and who could take out an injunction 
to prevent the lifting of the covenant and sue if the covenant were to be lifted.  
The matter was very complicated and the whole of Beech Hill would be 
affected by any decision. 

 
 The Freedom of Information request made to WBC regarding how the site was 

chosen and knowledge of the covenant had been refused as it was regarded as 
being part of an on-going matter, still to be concluded.  Members regarded that 
it was in the public interest for this information to be known but WBC had 
said that the request failed the public interest test.  The phase of the process, 
the identification of sites, had in the opinion of the meeting been completed.   

 
 The Legal Officer at WBC had advised BHC to seek its own legal advice.  The 

Clerk reported that she had asked BALC for a legal opinion on the refusal to 
give the PC the information it had requested and a reply was awaited. 

 
 BHPC would reply to a Government consultation on Gypsy and Travellers.  It 

was noted that WBC Cllr Mayes was now a member of the WBC Task Group 
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that had made the decision to keep discussion in closed session but had not 
been a member when the decision had been taken. 

 
 Cllr Bridges reported that the NAG had sent a request to the police asking how 

many gypsy and traveller sites there were, how many travellers there were and 
how many times the police had been called to these sites but no response had 
been received to date. 

 
 The Clerk was asked to make enquiries regarding a solicitor specialising in 

matters relating to traveller sites and report back. 
ACTION: Clerk 

 
7 MATTERS TO REPORT 
 
7.1 Bank account 

Cllr Bridges had started the process of transferring the account to NatWest and 
this was being progressed. 

 
7.2 Defibrillator 

This was an agenda item. 
 
7.3 Planting on the Verge in the vicinity of The Forge 

This was an agenda item to discuss the suggestion of a resident that BHPC 
might consider paying for and maintaining a planted area of verge.  

 
7.4 Insurance 

An agenda item would discuss a possible donation to the Steering Group to 
cover the cost of insurance. 

 
7.5 Filming etc. of meetings – revision of Standing Orders 

There was an agenda item to give notice of change of Standing Orders at this 
meeting for the change to be approved at the next meeting. 
 

8 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
 
8.1 WBC Cllr M Lock gave her report. 
 
 TRANSPORT 
 The Local Transport Plan for 2011-26 is to be concluded on 21 November. 
 
 In partnership with local transport operators the Council will facilitate and 

support passenger transport service operating in West Berkshire (LPP K9) 
 
 The 154 service will now continue until the end of March 2015 when it is 

anticipated the Park and Ride will be completed. 
 
 Wokingham, Basingstoke and WBC have reached agreement to continue to 

fund the Thursday service but there would be no No. 75 service beyond April. 
 
 SCHOOL FUNDING 
 Pupil premium for primary schools is to .   raised to £1320. 
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 HIGHWAYS 
 The M4 will have a “smart motorway” scheme from junctions 12 to 3.  The 

Highways Agency is seeking development consent under the Planning Act 
2008 to permanently convert the hard-shoulder to a running lane, to have 
variable speed limits and lane directions to manage traffic.  Also, where 
existing bridges over or on the M4 would impede the running lane, they plan 
to widen or even demolish and rebuild them.  There will public and 
stakeholder consultations and a series of public exhibition along the route.  A 
copy of the documents can be found on 
http:/www.highways.gov.uk/roads/road-projects/m4-junctions-3-12 

 
 It was noted, with some concern that neither BHPC nor residents of the village 

had received the same communication regarding the selection of both 
Burghfield and AWE as sites for disposal of intermediate waste from nuclear 
submarines.  There would be an exhibition regarding this at James Lane 
Burghfield on 20 November. 

  
8.2 The following report was given by WBC Cllr Geoff Mayes:   
 

Since the last PC meeting on 16th September 2014, we have been following 
closely the PC /WBC exchange of Emails as they affect Beech Hill. 
 
District Council Meeting and DPD Consultation  
At the full Special District Council meeting on Thursday 30th October 2014, 
the Lib Dem motion to review the DPD responses in public was rejected by 
the Conservative administration. The c4500 responses and over 8,000 
comments will now be considered by the Planning Policy Task Group in 
private without the Press or Public having access to the Minutes. This has 
caused much criticism district wide and in the local press. 
 
Due to the volume of responses the Portfolio Holder announced that the 
revised listing will not be considered by the Council at the scheduled 11th 
December meeting but early in the New Year. The Gypsy Traveller and 
Travelling Show people site selection review will also be delayed.   
 
At a private meeting with Gary Lugg (WBC Head of Planning) he said that the 
WBC lawyers for Planning and Legal were working separately of each other to 
determine the legal status of the Palmer family covenant on the Clappers Farm 
regarding the Gypsy and Travellor site off Cross Lane. 
 
District / Parish Conference 
The District / Parish Conference was held on 14th October in West Berkshire 
Council Offices. The subjects discussed were the problems of Speeding, Broad 
Band coverage and use of Green Lanes  (Bridle Roads) by 4WD vehicles and 
the maintenance thereof.  The DPD consultation was questioned by one 
representative but no detailed discussion followed.  
 
Planning in Beech Hill    
I continue to monitor the Planning Applications in the Parish from the WBC 
website. 
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The following planning applications are active:- 
 
Application 14/02255/LBC2 Flat 8 Beech Hill House for roof access was 
Approved. 
 
Application 14/01001/HOUSE at Home Farm Access and Fencing Beech Hill 
Road. A decision is awaited if my information is correct.  
 
Application 14/02076/AGRIC for a Open sided Barn at Cross Lane Farm.  I 
understand that a decision is still awaited by WBC officers but that the PC 
were concerned about possible additional development in that area. 
 
Application 14/02057/House Halfpenny Cottage, Beech Hill Road was 
approved.  
 
Application 14/02633/ODD is for 2000 dwellings and associated Community 
facilities at Arborfield Garrison in Wokingham Borough Council area.  West 
Berkshire Planners have made no comment.  Beech Hill PC may wish to reply 
and I will do so in Newbury Office. 
   
I have heard of no other new applications in Beech Hill to Monday 17th 
November 2014 in the Parish. 
 
Ufton Nervet Level Crossing  
With the 10th anniversary of the 2004 train crash at the site (6th November), 
Network Rail have repeated their intention to replace the level crossing with a 
bridge. Local opinion was for full width barriers and CCTV monitoring.  I 
have seen plans for the bridge and they are for a reinforced earth embankment 
east of Ufton Lane with brick abutments /parapets and concrete beams over the 
tracks.  The cost has apparently risen considerably (c£3-10 million). There 
have been some talks between with NR and WBC but not Planning application 
has been lodged.  I need the PC’s opinion on the matter on the Bridge, Level 
Crossing with CCTV, or closure of the Lane.   
 
Sewer Smells 
I have heard of no more incidences of smells from the Trunkwell House 
private pumped sewer system since Saturday 17th May 2014.  
 
Bus Transport Services  
We now understand from WBC officers that the Beech Hill to Reading bus 
154 will continue to the end of March 2015 co-funded by West Berkshire, 
Wokingham, and Basingstoke & Deane Councils, when the Park and Ride at 
Junction 11 should be operational. The Thursday service (No75) to Newbury 
from Beech Hill will continue to be funded by WBC.   
 
The 2/2A Service from Burghfield to Mortimer on Sundays cessed operating 
from 1st September 2014 but we are trying to get it reinstated by the new 
manager at Reading Buses with WBC support.   
 
Surgeries 
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We hold our monthly Surgeries on the first Saturday every month between 
10am and 11am in the Parish Office behind the Library in Victoria Road.  If 
you have any problems in the Parish please let Mollie Lock and myself hear 
about them by telephone or Email.  

 
9 PUBLIC SESSION 
 
9.1 There were no questions. 
 
10 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
From West Berks 
10.1 Presentations and Q & A from District/Parish Conference 
10.2 E-mails from A Reynolds, Highwway Maintenance re 2014-15 Highways 

Winter Service Plan consultation 
10.3 E-mails from G Lugg, Planning Policy, WBC re Development Plan Document 

and Gypsy and Traveller Needs Assessment and copy reply from B Lyttle to 
resident's questions 

10.4 E-mail from WBC Cllr G Mayes re DPD consultation 
10.5 Information on WBC Local Plan consultation on Housing in the Countryside 
10.6 Invitation from WBC to meeting of Flood Wardens/Community Emergency 

Volunteers on 10 December and copy of Highways and Transport Service 
Flood Report for winter 2013-14 

10.7 Information from M Blackett, Adult Social Care, on Carers Rights Day event 
on 28 November 

10.8 Request for information on usage of “green bags” - forwarded to Sam Moore 
10.9 Planning Application 14/02255/LBC2, Flat 8, Beech Hill House, Wood Lane 
10.10 Planning Application 14/02633/OOD, Arborfield Garrison and adjoining land, 

Arborfield 
10.11 Case officer's report and decision for 14/02057/HOUSE, Halfpenny Cottage, 

Beech Hill Road 
10.12 Case officer's report and decision for 14/02076/AGRICLand North of 

Trunkwell Farm and South of Cross Lane, Spencers Wood 
10.13 Case officer's report and decision for 14/02255/LBC2, Flat 8 Beech Hill 

House, Wood Lane 
10.14 Notification from Wokingham BC of Public Inquiry for 0/2013/1221, Land 

West of Beech Hill Road, Spencers Wood 
NALC/BALC/CCB 
10.15 NALC E-bulletins forwarded by BALC 
10.16 E-copies of Action for All from CCB 
10.17 Copies of The BALC electronic Newsletter 
10.18 Invitation to nominate representative to NALC Smaller Councils Committees 
10.19 NALC events survey questionnaire  
10.20 NALC update on NJC salary scale negotiations 
10.21 Information on BALC AGM 
From HMRC 
None 
General 
10.22 Letter of resignation from Cllr Mike Methven 
10.23 Information on Basingstoke and Deane Local Plan Submission 
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10.24 Information from Neighbourhood Co-ordinator, Thames Valley Police 
Community Trigger Programme 

10.25 Swallowfield Responders updates and invitation to a celebration 
10.26 Request for donation from Sue Ryder – Duchess of Kent Hospice 
10.27 Notification of relocation RB Fire & Rescue Service Headquarters to Calcott 
10.28 Request from West Berks Ramblers to ensure that all historical paths in Beech 

Hill had been properly mapped 
10.29 CPRE renewal in the sum of £36.00 
10.30 Invoice from Bulpitt Bros of Bramley in the sum of £1228.00 for 4 cuts to all 

areas in 2014 
10.31 Copy of SLCC The Clerk and SLCC e-news bulletins 
10.32 Copy of Clerks and Councils Direct 
10.33 Copy of CPRE Countryside Voice 
 
Additional correspondence 
 
10.34 Reply from D Holling, Legal Service WBC re information supplied to BHPC 

re DPD and covenant 
    
11 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
11.1 The following 2 applications had been received and was responded to using 

the Clerk’s delegated authority: 
 
11.1.1 14/02255/LBC Flat 8, Beech Hill Hosue, Wood Lane 
 Addition of loft access hatch to Flat 8 
 Supported 
 
11.1.2 14/02663/OOD Arborfield Garrison and adjoining land 
 Outline, hybrid application for up to 2,000 dwellings and associated 

infrastructure   
 
 Whilst having concerns about the traffic implications of this application, no 

comment would be made until a full planning application had been received 
 
11.1.3 14/02294/HOUSE Home Farm, Beech Hill Road 
 Part retrospective link-through extension to incorporate re-built out-building, 

replacement windows, internal alterations and demolition of lean-to stores, 
conservatory and separate out-building, new driveway and erect new fencing 

 Supported 
 
 The Clerk was asked to contact the applicant to ask his intentions for the rest 

of the farm. 
ACTION: Clerk 

 
11.2 The following decisions had been received 
   
11.2.1 14/02076/AGRIC Land north of Trunkwell Farm and South of Cross Lane 
 Prior approval is required 
 
11.2.2 14/02255/LBC, Flat 8, Beech Hill House, Wood Lane 
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Consent 
 

12 VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS 
 
12.1 Reports were received from village organisations 
 
12.1.1 Cllr Simpson gave the following report on the Beech Hill Steering Committee: 
 
 The Committee invited Danusia Morsley, the chairman of the Mortimer 

Village Partnership, to talk to them about Mortimer’s experience of 
implementing their Village Plan.  She stressed the importance of being 
financially independent of the Parish Council, to have good communications 
with villagers and found Facebook an effective means of communication. 

 
 In view of Danusia’s comments and previous decisions of Beech Hill Parish 

Council, the Committee agreed to appoint a treasurer and task him with 
opening a bank account. 

 
 Neighbourhood Watch notices have been put up throughout the Village and all 

residents on the village-wide e-mail list now receive Neighbourhood Watch 
alerts. 

 
 A Heartstart course was held in the Memorial Hall on 26 October at which 12 

residents received hands-on training on how to treat people suffering a heart 
attack, severe bleeding and choking plus the use of an automated external 
defibrillator.  All those attending found it useful and enjoyable. 

 
 The production of a “Welcome Pack” to be given to every household in the 

village and to new residents is well in hand. 
 
 The Committee is planning on holding a Village Fete next summer, either in 

the Memorial Hall grounds or on the Village Green.  The Beech Hill Festival 
held at Trunkwell in September would continue but be more of a music 
festival. 

 
The Committee is also planning on publishing a quarterly newsletter which 
will be distributed to all households in the village. 

 
12.1.1.1A donation to cover the costs of insurance for the committee was discussed.  

It was RESOLVED that a donation, up to £500 towards the cost of the 
insurance and future events would be made when a formal request had been 
received, using s145 of LGA 1972. 

ACTION: Clerk 
 

12.1.2 A report on the Shop in the Church had been supplied by Sam Moore, Shop 
manager. 

 
The shop continues to serve many people within the village and neighbouring 
villages, the average number of customers ranges from 30-50 per day. 
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We have organised a Christmas shopping evening on the 28th November at 6-
8:30pm where Christmas carols will be played on the organ and food tastings 
and crafts as well as other gifts will be on sale. 
 
A children’s event has been organised for Thursday the 4th December with 
Christmas crafts and small gifts for children to buy their parents, siblings. This 
is 4-6pm 
 
The shop continues to work with the church to apply for the necessary faculty 
in order to replace the very poor lighting within the church with specialist led 
ecclesiastical lighting. This hopefully will reduce lighting associated costs and 
help customers and the congregation alike. It may take some time to 
accumulate all the necessary funds to completely overhaul all the church but it 
is hoped at the very least it can be done in instalments. 
 
The shop now uses a new local meat supplier whom has also stepped forward 
to assist Matthew Lowe with the butchering of his lambs that are supplied 
through the shop. Mortimer Sausage Company have also moved to using their 
meat as it is of better quality. 
 
The delivery service is regularly used, as well as the prescription collection 
from Swallowfield Surgery.  
 
A parcel drop off service is offered on a casual basis, i.e. we tell our customers 
we are happy for them to put the shop as a place to deliver parcels to if they 
are likely to be out. 
 
The new committee has now met and Phil Smith from Woodbine cottage is the 
new chairman. 

 
12.1.3 No other reports were received.  The Clerk was asked to obtain any future 

reports in advance of the meeting so that they could be circulated to members 
with the agenda. 

ACTION: Clerk 
 
13  WEBSITE 
 
13.1     The webmaster Peter Simpson gave the following report on the Village 

Website: 
 
 The Beech Hill Village Website continues to keep the villagers updated with 

all the local news and events. 
 
 Events currently on the website include the Christmas Shopping evening at the 

village shop, the Christmas Fairs at Thrive, The Village Christmas Party, 
Beech Hill Cinema plus regular events such as the monthly afternoon teas, 
dance classes and flower club. 

 
 News items covered recently have been updates on the proposed 

gypsy/traveller site, the introduction of the Green Bag Sports equipment 
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scheme, and advice to residents from the Police and Trading Standards on how 
to deal with rogue traders. 

  
 Could I remind everyone that if they have an event coming up, or an item of 

local news of particular interest to Beech Hill residents to please send them to 
me at webmaster@beechhillvillage.co.uk. Pictures are particularly welcome. I 
would like to see more reports on village events. If anyone would like to 
contribute regularly I can let them import reports directly on to the website. 

  
 There have been no recent issues relating to the running of the website. As 

with all other websites it is under constant attack from those intending to hack 
into the website, but the safety measures currently in place are proving to be 
an adequate defence. 

 
 Thanks were expressed to Mr Simpson for his work on the website. It was 

noted that the PC would be looking to publish more information on the 
website when the new audit regime came into being. 

 
14 VILLAGE MAP AND CALENDAR 
  
14.1 An update on the Village Walks leaflet was given by Cllr Plank.  Cllr Price 

and Mr Bell had been working on the Village Walks plan for the noticeboards 
and as a hand-out.  Further discussion was deferred to the next meeting. 

ACTION: Clerk 
 
14.2 Cllr Edwards gave an update on the Village Calendar, stating that she was 

waiting for dates of events from village organisations.  Cllr Simpson suggested 
that this might duplicate the contents of the Steering Committee’s quarterly 
newsletter but it was felt that the two things would complement each other. 

 
14.3 Financial implications of the Map and Calendar were discussed.  It was 

RESOLVED that up to £200 would be spent on production of these items and 
money would be taken from Miscellaneous Budget. 

ACTION: Cllr Edwards and Clerk 
 
14.4 The formation of a Committee or Working Party to progress the Map and 

Calendar was discussed.  Delegated Authority was given to the Clerk to 
authorise any payments up to the amount agreed in 14.3  

 
15 DEFIBRILLATOR 

 
15.1     Following a demonstration of how the equipment worked and how it should be 

stored, an update on the purchase and siting of a defibrillators was discussed.  I 
was felt that the first one, to be donated by Swallowfield Responders, should 
be sited at the memorial Hall (position to be decided by the Memorial Hall 
Trust) and, as the licensees of the pub had indicated their willingness to have 
one at that location, a second one should be purchased by BHPC in due course 
to serve the other end of the village. 

 
15.2 It was RESOLVED that BHPC would purchase a defibrillator, date and cost 

to be confirmed, using s137 of LGA 1972. 

mailto:webmaster@beechhillvillage.co.uk
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16 PLANTING ON THE VERGE NEAR THE FORGE 
 
16.1 The proposal from a resident for BHC to plant out and maintain any such 

planting was discussed.  The Clerk stated that permissions would have to be 
sought from the land owner, WBC, and that any planting could not obstruct 
sight lines.  It was RESOLVED that no planting would be done. 

 
17 REVISION TO STANDING ORDERS 
 
17.1 The Clerk had circulated a draft of the revision to Standing Order 3 l re 

filming of meetings and notice was given that there would be an agenda item 
at the February meeting to formally adopt this change. 

ACTION: Clerk 
 

18 BUDGETS 
 
18.1 The spending against budget in 2014-15 was reviewed and the projects for 

completion were discussed.  The Clerk stated that it was possible to vire funds 
from one budget heading to another or to a newly created budget line, if there 
was a significant under-spend on any line.  It was felt that no new projects 
should be considered at this meeting. 

 
18.2 Following discussion on projects for 2015-16, it was RESOLVED that a 

working party of all members would be formed to discuss projects and the 
draft budget.  The Webmaster would be asked to put an item on the website, 
asking residents for their suggestions of possible future projects. 

 
 The Clerk was asked to find approximate costings for any projects thus 

identified and to feed these into the draft budget for consideration at the 
February meeting when the Precept would be set. 

ACTION: Councillors and Clerk 
 

 
19 FINANCE AND APPROVAL OF CHEQUES FOR PAYMENT 
 
19.1 Requests for donations were considered – none 
 
 
19.2 The Parish Council RESOLVED to pay the following accounts for October 

and November 2014. 
 
Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

J E Haines Salary & Mileage Oct & Nov, postag 306.46£    100340
HMRC Tax due Oct-Dec 2014 64.80£      100341
CPRE Annual Subscription 36.00£      100342
Bulpitt Brothers of Bramley Garss cutting 2014 season 1,228.00£  100343

Total 1,328.80£   
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19.3 The Locum Clerk gave the total balance in the current account and deposit 
account as £14,709.57. 

   
20 ANY OTHER ITEMS THAT THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE 

URGENT, FOR THE CLERK TO ACTION, OR ITEMS OF 
INFORMATION 
 

20.1 None. 
 
21        NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
21.1 The next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Tuesday 03 

February 2015 at 7.30 p.m. in the Memorial Hall. 
    

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.06 p.m. 


