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 3 Swinbrook Close 
 Tilehurst, Reading
 Berkshire  RG31 6QD 
 Phone 0118 978 8947 
 e-mail: clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 Website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
AT 7.30 p.m. ON TUESDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 2014 

IN BEECH HILL MEMORIAL HALL 
 

PRESENT: Cllrs Martin Plank (Chairman), Chris Bridges (Vice-Chairman) and 
David Simpson 

 
In attendance: Janet Haines (Locum Clerk), 6 members of the public.  WBC Cllr G 

Mayes.  
 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
1.1 Cllr M Methven 
 
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 
 
2.1 None 

 
2.2 No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests had 

been received. 
 

2.3 None 
 
3 CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR 
 
3.1 The Chairman called for nominations to fill the vacancy caused by the 

resignation of Cllr Tom Lowthian.  Mrs Alison Edwards offered her services 
to the Council. 

 
3.2 A vote was held and it was RESOLVED that Mrs Alison Edwards be elected 
 
3.3 Cllr Edwards signed the declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the 

meeting. 
 
4 MINUTES OF THE LAST PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
4.1 The Parish Council RESOLVED to sign the minutes of the meetings of 19 

August 2014, as a true record.  The Chairman signed all pages of the loose leaf 
minutes. 

 
5 WBC DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT 

 

mailto:clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk
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5.1 The Chairman gave an update on actions on the DPD since the special meeting 
in August.  The BHPC response had been submitted to WBC and an 
acknowledgement had been received.  The objection to the proposals in the 
DPD were summarised but the main point raised was the covenant of the land 
that banned caravans from the site, a fact that should have been known to 
WBC before the DPD was produced.  BHPC’s stance had been supported by 
WBC Cllrs Mayes and Lock and by the neighbouring parishes, businesses and 
organisations. 

 
 The covenant being in place should mean that the proposal for the traveller site 

in Beech Hill was at an end.  John Redwood MP had stated that a change in 
Government Policy that meant that Local Authorities were not to prioritise 
travellers and gypsies who were no longer travelling in regard to housing, nor 
to make land available that was not available to the settled community.  DCLG 
had been asked when the change would happen and if WBC were advised of 
this and when.  This was another valid ground for objection if WBC should 
have taken this into consideration. 

 
 The land belongs to WBC and so was offered by one department to another.  

There is a precedent that a breach of covenant by a current owner has resulted 
in the original donor of the land taking that land back and to that end, contact 
was being established with the Palmer family and trustees to alert them to the 
possible breach of the covenant.  

 
 As had been ascertained, there was no guarantee that the site, if allowed, 

would not grow in the future as the 2008 guidelines were still in place that 
allowed for amenities such as play areas, washing and laundry blocks, 
community facilities, pavements and land for grazing ponies and other 
animals.  This would all be to the detriment of local residents. 

 
 Discussion centred on the lack of faith in how the whole affair had been 

handled by WBC Officers and how questions had been left unanswered or 
answers were delayed beyond a reasonable period.  In particular BHPC 
wanted to know who made the decision that the Clappers Farm site was 
suitable and what the role of Opinion Research Services had been in the 
process.  The Clerk was asked to write to WBC and ask for an explanation of 
and copies of any minutes and notes from, the site selection process. 

ACTION: Clerk 
 
 Thanks were expressed to all those organisations, businesses and councils that 

had supported BHPC.   
 
6 MATTERS TO REPORT 
 
6.1 Bank account 

In view of the potential change of councillors, a new mandate for HSBC 
would have to be completed or a change of bank made, either to Unity Trust to 
enable electronic banking, or to another high street bank if one that understood 
the needs of parish councils better could be found.  Cllr Bridges would contact 
NatWest in Mortimer to see if it could offer a service. 
 

6.2 Green Active Borrow Bag 
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WBC would deliver the bag to the Shop and Sam Moore would take charge of 
it. 
 

6.3 Defibrillator 
E-mails had been exchanged between Mr Clerk of Swallowfield Responders 
and the Clerk regarding the VAT status of any purchase of a defibrillator if the 
Responders paid the money to BHPC before the PC placed the order and the 
PC reclaimed the VAT.  Having taken advice, the Clerk had established that 
the only way that the Responders could do this was if the PC retained 
ownership of any device and undertook to insure and maintain it.  It had to be 
established how these issues would be addressed as the PC has no building to 
which to attach it, electricity supply etc. 
 
The Clerk would make the possible purchase of a second defibrillator by 
BHPC an agenda item for the November meeting.  Sites for two machines 
would be discussed 

ACTION: Clerk 
 
6.4 Cutting of the Verge in the vicinity of The Forge 

The Clerk had ascertained that the responsibility for this rested with WBC and 
that the area was cut in accordance with the WBC schedule.  The resident who 
had raised the question had asked if the PC would consider a planting scheme 
in the area.  The maintenance of this would then be in question as BHPC is not 
the land owner. 
 
The Clerk was asked to contact the resident and advise that BHPC would not 
object to any private arrangement between him and WBC for a planting 
scheme but that BHPC would not be able to maintain the area. 
 

6.5 Insurance 
The Clerk had contacted Came and Company for clarification of the insurance 
requirements for events undertaken by the Village Plan Group and had been 
advised that it would be best for the Group to have its own insurance that 
Came and Company would be able to arrange.  The Clerk was asked to make 
an agenda item for the November meeting to discuss a donation to the Steering 
Committee to seed fund any projects and pay for the insurance. 

ACTION: Clerk 
 

6.6 Filming etc. of meetings 
Under recent new legislation recording, filming of and tweeting from meetings 
had now been permitted and so Standing Orders would have to be amended to 
reflect this.  In the meantime, the section of Standing Orders relating to this 
would have to be suspended.  Notice is given at one meeting of any change 
orders and is confirmed at the next meeting.  This would be an agenda item for 
November and February. 
 

6.7 External Audit 
The Annual Return had been received, signed off by Mazars, the External 
Auditor with no comment.  As per the new system, as both Income and 
Expenditure were below £10K in 2013-14 there was no fee, a saving of £100.  
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The Conclusion of Audit forms had been completed for display on the 
noticeboard. 
 

6.8 Internal Audit. 
Mr David Weller had formally acknowledged his appointment as Internal 
Auditor for 2014-15.  
 

7 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
 
7.1 WBC Cllr M Lock had given her apologies for the meeting. 
  
7.2 The following report was given by WBC Cllr Geoff Mayes:   
 

A lot has happened since the last PC meeting on 15th July 2014 .  We have 
been communicating with the PC regularly and actively monitoring events as 
they affect Beech Hill and the wider Mortimer Ward. We attended the Beech 
Hill meeting with WBC planners Gary Lugg and Bryan Little on 19th August 
2014. 
 
District Council  Meeting 
At the full District Council meeting on Tuesday 22nd July 2014 the future 
planning policy was the major item on the Agenda and was Approved.  Mollie 
and I voted against the proposal as did Cllr Royce Longton (Burghfield) and 
the other LibDem Councillors. The proposal covered the Strategic Housing 
Land Allocation Assessment (SHLAA) and the development on lands offered 
by landowners for building to 2026.  Burghfield and Mortimer, the Rural 
Service Centres in the East Kennet Valley are locations for housing.  Both 
have preferred sites for some 100 houses as part of the 10,500 houses allocated 
to the District in the Local Plan Period to 2026. The Development Plan 
Document DPD is open for Consultation until 12th September 2014 and a 
decision likely by the end of the year.  
 
The consultation included the plans for Gypsy, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople sites.  The proposed site at Affrey’s Bridge on the Grazeley 
Road/Cross Lane junction in Beech Hill and adjacent to Wokefield Parish) is 
tabled. It has been the subject of strenuous objection. There is no mention of 
the site at 4 Houses Corner at the southern end of Island Farm Road in the 
DPD.  Mortimer, Beech Hill and Wokefield Parish Councils are expected to 
respond separately to the proposals for site GTTS6B at Clappers farm on land 
owned by WBC.  
 
No sites closely related to housing development in Beech Hill are proposed 
other than minor windfall development. You may be aware of concerns in 
Burghfield.  The website for public responses was at 
www.westberks.gov.uk/hsapreferredoptions but this closed at midnight on 12th 
September 2014.   Parking provision on new residential developments and 
changes to the access roads on the  Sandleford Park in South Newbury is also 
included in the consultation.  Major concerns are the infrastructure provision 
(schools, roads / transport, health services) in our Ward if the developments 
are Approved.   
 

http://www.westberks.gov.uk/hsapreferredoptions
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The Mortimer NDP team have responded with a well researched document but 
this only relates to Stratfield Mortimer Parish lands and does not cover the 
outlying areas for which Mortimer is the Rural Service Centre. 
  
District / Parish Conference  
The next District / Parish Conference is scheduled for 14th October in West 
Berkshire Council  Offices at 18.30hrs and I hope Beech Hill will be 
represented.. 
 
Planning in Beech Hill    
I continue to monitor the Planning Applications in the Parish from the WBC 
website.  
Application 14/01001/HOUSE at Home Farm Access and Fencing Beech Hill 
Road. A decision is awaited.  
 
Application 14/01479/HOUSE for The Forge in Beech Hill Road Demolish 
and Rebuild Outbuildings  was approved by Officers. 
 
Application 14/02076/AGRIC for a Open sided Barn at Cross Lane Farm.  I 
understand that a decision is awaited by WBC officers but that the PC were 
concerned about possible additional development in that area. 
 
Application 14/02057/House Halfpenny Cottage, Beech Hill Road . The PC 
had no objections subject to drainage improvement.  
 
I have heard of no other new applications to Monday 15th September 2014 in 
the Parish. 
 
Licensing  
We have been monitoring the Application for a License to serve Alcohol at 
Thrive was granted on 6th August 2014. 
 
Sewer Smells 
I have heard of no more incidences of smells from the Trunkwell House 
private pumped sewer system since Saturday 17th May 2014.  
 
Members Bids 
The Bid period closed at the End of August 2014 and Mollie and I are 
awaiting the decision of the review panel. 
  
Bus Transport Services  
Mollie and I are still monitoring the Bus services to and from Beech Hill with 
WBC Officers.  I now understand that the Beech Hill to Reading bus 154 will 
continue to March 2015 co-funded by West Berkshire, Wokingham, and 
Basingstoke & Deane Councils, when the Park and Ride at Junction 11 should 
be operational. 
 
I am still putting pressure on WBC and Reading Buses to reverse the cessation 
of The 2/2A Service from Burghfield to Mortimer on Sundays from 1st 
September under a commercial decision but I have criticised the economic 
logic behind Reading Bus’s decision.  WDC have not been able to provide a 
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Link mini bus service.  A petition will be presented to WBC in the near future 
. 
Surgeries 
We hold our monthly Surgeries on the first Saturday every month between 
10am and 11am in the Parish Office behind the Library in Victoria Road.  If 
you have any problems in the Parish please let Mollie Lock and myself hear 
about them by telephone or Email.  

   
8 PUBLIC SESSION 
 
8.1 There were no questions. 
 
9 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
From West Berks 
9.1 Invitation to the District/Parish Conference, 14 October 2014 and 

questionnaire on communications with WBC.  The Clerk was asked to 
complete the questionnaire and to book Cllrs Plank, Bridges and Edwards into 
the Conference 

ACTION: Clerk 
9.2 E-mails from G Lugg and B Lyttle, Planning, WBC re Development Plan 

Document and Gypsy and Traveller Needs Assessment 
9.3 Templates for Emergency Planning from C Richardson, Civil Contingencies 

Manager 
9.4 Information on WBC World War One Commemoration webpage 
9.5 Information on WBC Flood Damage Programme – Phase 2, Highway 

Improvement and Machine Patching Programmes 2014-15 
9.6 Information from J Thomas, Strategic Support on nomination process for 

Queen's Award for Voluntary Service 2015 
9.7 Information from J Graham, Transport Policy, re cycling Newsletter and 

consultation 
9.8 Review of Polling Districts/Places/Stations from Legal and Electoral Services 
9.9 E-mail from M Metcalfe on the future of the 154 local bus service until Spring 

2015 
9.10 E-mail from S Sowden, re verge trimming 
9.11 West Berkshire Community Champions Award – closing date 24 October 
9.12 Planning Application 14/02057/HOUSE, Halfpenny Cottage, Beech Hill Road 
9.13 Planning Application 14/02076/AGRIC, Land north of Trunkwell Farm and 

South of Cross Lane 
9.14 Planning Application 14/02255/LBC2, Flat 8 Beech Hill House 
9.15 Case officer's report and decision for 14/01479/HOUSE, Forge, Beech Hill 

Road 
9.16 Notification of withdrawal of 14/01001/HOUSE, Home Farm, Beech Hill 

Road  
NALC/BALC/CCB 
9.17 NALC E-bulletins forwarded by BALC 
9.18 Information on new Employment service on offer from BALC 
9.19 E-copies of Action for All from CCB 
9.20 Copies of The BALC electronic Newsletter 
9.21 Notification of CCB Community Housing event on 23 September 
9.22 Invitation to CCB AGM on 24 September 
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From HMRC 
9.24 Employer Bulletin 49 
General 
9.25 E-mails from Swallowfield Responders re VAT status of donation for 

defibrillator 
9.26 Completed, signed off Annual Return from Mazars LLP 
9.27  Swallowfield Responders e-update 
9.28 Copies of responses of residents to the DPD 
9.29 Copies of e-mails sent by Shinfield PC to Councillors and to WBC on the 

DPD 
9.30 Information from Graham Bell on draft map for the noticeboard 
9.31 Thrive's autumn Events Calendar from J Lewis 
9.32 E-mail from J Burton, SSE Contracting re potential workshops on street light 

efficiency 
9.33 Correspondence from CPRE re campaign to map brownfield sites across 

England, invitation to CPRE Newbury and Hungerford AGM 
9.34 Came and Company Autumn newsletter 
9.35 NHS Call to action report covering public engagements in Spring 2014 and 

invitation to Citizens Assembly meeting on 18 September 
9.36 Copy of SLCC The Clerk 
9.37 Copy of Clerks and Councils Direct 

 
Additional correspondence 
 
9.38 E-mail from Rt Hon John Redwood MP re DPD 
    
10 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
10.1 The following 2 application had been received and was responded to using the 

Clerk’s delegated authority: 
 
10.1.1 14/02057/HOUSE, Halfpenny Cottage, Beech Hill Road 
 

Whilst not objecting to this application, BHPC would like any approval 
granted to be conditional on all existing ditch/drainage repair requirements 
being carried out 
 

10.1.2 14/02076/AGRIC, Land north of Trunkwell Farm and South of Cross Lane   
 
 Whilst not objecting to the principle of this application, BHPC feels very 

strongly that care should be taken so as not to create any precedent that allows 
new buildings to be erected within the “green belt” and would like to see 
appropriate conditions imposed to ensure that this site is retained solely for 
agricultural use, now and in the future, without enlargement of the built area 

 
10.1.3 14/02255/LBC2, Flat 8, Beech Hill House, Wood Lane 
 
 Supported 
 
10.2 The following decisions had been received 
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10.2.1 14/01479/HOUSE, Forge, Beech Hill Road 
 Consent 
 
10.2.2 14/01001/HOUSE, Home Farm, Beech Hill Road  

Notification of withdrawal 
 

11 VILLAGE PLAN 
 
11.1 It was RESOLVED to formally adopt the Village Plan 
 
11.2 Cllr Simpson gave the following report on recent events: 
 
 The ‘Take Pride in your Village’ event, which was planned for the 31 August 

has been postponed until Spring 2015.  The reason for the postponement was 
due to the number of committee members and potential volunteers who were 
on holiday on the day, and in the weeks leading up to the event. 

 
 The Beech Hill Festival was held at Trunkwell House on Saturday 6 

September.  Beech Hill residents could get into the event free, and Beech Hill 
businesses and organizations could have stands in the marquee free of charge.  
The Committee have not as yet, received a report on the event from the 
organizer Bob Walton, but my impression was that it was not as well attended 
as expected, although I don’t know whether numbers picked up in the evening 
which was the main part of the event as regards the music and fireworks. 

 
11.3 Information about the insurance requirements for VPC activities had been 

dealt with in the Clerks report but the Clerk would resend the e-mails from the 
Insurance Company to the VPC. 

ACTION: Clerk 
 

12        VILLAGE WEBSITE 
 
12.1     The webmaster Peter Simpson stated that there was nothing to report on the 

Village Website 
 
13 VILLAGE WALKS 
  
13.1 An update on the Village Walks leaflet was given by Cllr Plank.  Mr Graham 

Bell had produced a draft of a larger scale map suitable for the notice board, 
based on that used in another parish.  It was felt that copyright issues of photos 
of houses and the OS map would need to be checked.  

 
13.2 An action plan to progress production of leaflet was discussed.  At the 

moment, costings for producing this large map and for leaflets were not known 
and if this was to be a PC or VPC project.  This would be a November agenda 
item and Mr Bell would be asked to give estimated costings. 

ACTION: Clerk 
 
14 DEFIBRILLATOR 
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14.1     An update on the purchase of a defibrillator had been discussed in the Clerk’s 
Report 

 
15 FINANCE AND APPROVAL OF CHEQUES FOR PAYMENT 
 
15.1 The Parish Council RESOLVED to pay the following accounts for August 

and September 2014. 
 
Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

SSE Contracting pd 19.08.14 Street light electricity 162.31£    100337
J E Haines Salary & Mileage Aug & Sept 443.92£    100338
HMRC Tax due Jun - Sept 2014 119.80£    100339

Total 563.72£     
 
15.2 The Locum Clerk gave the total balance in the current account and deposit 

account as £12,023.29. 
   
16 ANY OTHER ITEMS THAT THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE 

URGENT, FOR THE CLERK TO ACTION, OR ITEMS OF 
INFORMATION 
 

16.1 The Chairman announced that Cllr Methven was in hospital and had indicated 
that regrettably, he would have to resign from the Parish Council because of ill 
health.  Once his written resignation had received by the Chairman, the Clerk 
would start the notification of vacancy process.  If necessary, an extra meeting 
of BHPC would be called to co-opt another member onto the Council before 
the November meeting.  

 
17        NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
17.1 The next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Tuesday 18 

November 2014 at 7.30 p.m. in the Memorial Hall. 
    

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15 p.m. 


