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3 Swinbrook Close  
Tilehurst, Reading RG31 6QD 

Telephone 0118 978 8947 
e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 

website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL HELD                     
AT 7.30 p.m. ON TUESDAY 20 MAY 2014 

IN BEECH HILL MEMORIAL HALL 
 

PRESENT: Cllrs Martin Plank (Chairman), Chris Bridges (Vice-Chairman), Mike 
Methven and David Simpson 

 
In attendance: Janet Haines (Clerk), 6 members of the public.  WBC Cllrs M Lock and G 

Mayes. 
 
Declarations of Interest: members were reminded that declarations of interest should be 
made where appropriate. 
 
1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2014-15 

 
1.1        Nominations were invited for Chairman for 2014-15.  One nomination, for Cllr 
             Martin Plank was received 
 
1.2 Cllr Plank was duly elected. 

 
1.3 Cllr Plank signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chairman 
 
2 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 

 
2.1 One nomination, for Cllr Chris Bridges, was received 
 
2.2 Cllr Bridges was duly elected 
 
2.3 Cllr Bridges signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Vice-Chairman 
 
3 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
3.1       None 
  
4 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR 
 
4.1       No nominations had been received 
           
5 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 
 
5.1       No declarations of interest for items on the agenda had been received 
  
5.2       No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests had been          

mailto:clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk
http://www.beechhillvillage.co.uk/
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 received 
 
5.3       None 
 
6      MINUTES OF THE LAST PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

 
6.1      The Parish Council RESOLVED to sign the minutes of the meeting of 01 April 2014  
           as a true record.  The Chairman signed all pages of the loose leaf minutes. 
   
7 REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

 
7.1 The following reports were received from Village bodies 
 
7.1.1 Cllr Bridges reported on the Burghfield Neighbourhood Action Group.  PCSO 

Robert Hubbard-Clark is leaving as he is training to be a policeman.  Attempted 
burglaries have been reported and people were advised to be vigilant.   

 
7.1.2 Hayley Sheridan reported on the Allotments Trust.  There had been no recent 

meeting but one was planned for next Wednesday. 
 
7.1.3 John Waite reported on the Memorial Hall.  It is hoped that a film show can be held 
. 
7.1.4 The Shop in the Church – nothing to report 
 
7.1.5 Village Plan from Cllr David Simpson 

The Village Action Group met on 9 April at which it was agreed that rather than 
distribute printed copies of the Village Plan to each household, that we should have 
just a few copies printed and placed in locations where villagers would have access to 
them such as the church and memorial hall, and also send copies to West Berkshire 
Council and Community Council for Berkshire.   
 
Tessa Halls, our representative at CCB, outlined the sources of funding available to 
us.  It was stressed that the Village Action Group represented the whole community, 
and as such would be the natural channel through which to seek funding for village 
projects.   
 
Concern was expressed regarding the apparent lack of support of the VAG from the 
Parish Council.  
 
It was stressed that it was vital for the Parish Council to be fully on board and 
involved with the VAG, and it was agreed that the chairman, Bob Walton, and Charlie 
Carter should meet with the previous PC Chairman Mike Methven and the current PC 
Chairman Martin Plank to discuss the relationship between the two bodies. 
 
Various aspects of the Group's Constitution were discussed and would be finalized 
and adopted at a later meeting. It was agreed to rename the group the ‘Beech Hill 
Steering Committee’ 
 
Various projects from the Village plan were discussed with a view to identifying 
projects which could be set in motion quite quickly. Two of these were to set up a 



 
 
 

Minutes 20 May 2014                                    Beech Hill Parish Council                                        Page 3 of 10 

Village-wide Neighbourhood Watch scheme, and to have a litter-picking and village 
tidy weekend.  Preliminary steps have been taken on both these projects. 

 
7.1.6 Website report from Peter Simpson 

The measures taken to reduce the number of malicious attacks on the website at the 
end of 2013 resulted in a marked decrease in the number of hit. However, an 
unexplained surge in hits in mid-April has prompted me to look again at possible ways 
of either minimising or reducing the effects of these malicious attacks. 
Changes made over the past few months to the website include more up-to-date 
information on the progress of the Village Plan, including minutes of committee 
meetings, and facilities for steering committee members to discuss projects and update 
progress. 

As a possible consequence of the article published in the January Loddon Reach 
magazine (and again in the February edition) there has been one new addition to the 
village-wide email address list and website registrations.    

7.1.7    Superfast Broadband from Cllr David Simpson  
A preliminary assessment by the Superfast Berkshire Project manager of the possible 
site of the proposed new fibre cabinet on the green using Google Street view 
suggested that it might be necessary to move the grit bin and notice board, but 
otherwise, there should be no problem.  He advised against removing the phone box to 
make space for the cabinet as this would probably incur additional costs, and be 
difficult to coordinate the phone box removal with the installation of the fibre cabinet. 
Also, there is a health and safety requirement for BT to provide phone boxes in certain 
rural locations. It is not known whether our phone box is covered by such a 
requirement. 
 
Trials are being conducted in Cornwall in incorporating the contents of the current 
roadside cabinet and the new fibre cabinet into a single cabinet. To have one of these 
in Beech Hill would probably add a further 12 months delay to the introduction of 
superfast broadband, and would probably incur additional costs, and so we were 
advised not to go down this route. 
 
I have had no further feedback on whether the site survey has yet taken place, or its 
outcome. 

 
            The PCC will arrange with the parish council to hold a joint commemoration of 

wartime anniversaries in November.  
 
7.2 It was RESOLVED that members would be appointed to outside bodies as follows: 
 BNAG: Cllr Bridges 
 Allotments: Trustees and Clerk (not a Parish Council Appointment) 
 Village Plan Group: Cllr Simpson 
 
8       MATTERS TO REPORT 
  
8.1 Bus Services 

E-mails were sent to WBC and John Redwood as requested and replies received and 
circulated.  A reduced 154 service was to be funded until the end of 2014.  The Clerk 
had written to John Redwood again to thank him for his assistance but expressing 
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disappointment that WBC was still not addressing the requirement to provide a bus 
service to a rural area in 2015.   This communication had been copied to WBC. 
 
A letter has now been received from John Redwood regarding Bus Services.  The 
Clerk was asked to write to Shinfield Parish Council to ask what it would be doing in 
regard to lack of services and to West Berkshire Council to invite officers to a meeting 
at Beech Hill to discuss the matter further.                                ACTION: Clerk 

 
8.2 White gates on Beech Hill Road 
            The state of repair of the gates had been reported to WBC. 
 
8.3 Parking Restrictions on Wood Lane 
            Communications had been sent as requested and replies received had been circulated. 
 
8.4 Cart Shed 

The Clerk had written to WBC regarding BHPC concerns that the Cart Shed was not 
to be retained as per original consent and was asked to contact the case officer, Bob 
Dray, regarding the retention of the wooden building on saddle stones adjacent to the 
granary and the new built house. 

ACTION: Clerk 
 
8.5 Parking at the Triangle 

This had been actioned and the Stratfield Estate had responded with proposed        
actions.  This was an agenda item. 

 
8.6 Council Tax Support Grant (CTSG) and Precept 

Notification had been received that the first half of the Precept and the amount for the 
CTSG had been paid by WBC. 

 
8.7 Defibrillator 

Following the response to the suggestion of a Heart Start course in Beech Hill at the 
Annual Parish Meeting, publicity for a course had been placed on the website and the 
Clerk had received several expressions of interest. 

 
8.8 Grass Cutting 

Response from Bulpitt Bros regarding grass cutting that they would continue with the   
same rate as the previous year and this was accepted. 
 

9 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
  

9.1 WBC Cllr Mollie Lock gave the following report: 

Frouds Lane                                                                                                               
Frouds Lane is due to re-open later this month. 

Transport                                                                                                                       
Newbury and District Ltd won the contract to deliver the 75 service and will start 
operating on June 3rd running on Tuesday and Thursday.  The bus will have 29 seats 
and the timetable will be at the same times, 9.30 from Beech Hill, stopping at places 
on request and returning just after 2.00.  I have asked that drivers will provide the 
same service as D and J including allowing passengers to get on and off the bus close 
to their home.  D and J are to continue the service until the end of the month.  A 
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detailed timetable will be issued soon.  The 154 service to Reading will continue to 
run until the end of December when it is hoped that the three authorities will have 
reconsidered their funding.  Another option for WBC may be to run a regular service 
once a week using a Readibus on which bus passes could be used. 

Mortimer Library                                                                                                    
Some residents have asked for the later time on Friday to be restored and I forwarded 
this request to the officer concerned who agreed to look in to this. 

I remind residents that now the library refurbishment is completed we are again 
holding our monthly surgery in the Parish Room on the first Saturday of the month 
between 10.00 and 11.00. 

Care Bill                                                                                                                          
When this Bill is finally passed, WBC’s criteria for only people considered to be in 
the ‘critical category’ to be eligible for personal budget funding will have to be 
dropped to a lower level and this will entitle many more people to receive a personal 
budget to fund their needs.  Those people needing services will be able to choose their 
own providers and the money may be possibly in the form of a payment card. 

 Mollie Lock informed the meeting about the West Berkshire Card.  This is a  
 combined leisure centre discount and library card for residents of West Berkshire.  
 The West Berkshire Card is a great, free way to gain discounts on activities in the 
 council's sports and leisure centres DVD, video and CD hire (save  10%) at                      
 West Berkshire libraries and on the entrance fee to Shaw House 

 
9.2 WBC Cllr Geoff Mayes gave the following report: 
  

I attach my Report for the May meeting. Since the last PC meeting on 1st April and the 
AGM on 14th April 2014 we have been actively monitoring events as they affect the 
Ward. 

 
District Council Meeting  
Last Thursday 15th May, District Councillors attended the Annual meeting of the Full 
Council when Cllr Jeff Beck was sworn in Chairman of West Berkshire Council with 
Graham Jones as Vice Chairman for 2014-15. Membership of the eight main 
Committees was confirmed and is largely unchanged from the previous year. A 
lowering of the number of signatories on a Petition to trigger a debate in Council was 
agreed at 1500 down from 5000 after a heated debate. A number of Minor 
Constitutional revisions were also agreed. 

 
Planning in Beech Hill    
I continue to monitor the Planning Applications in the Parish from the WBC website.  

 
I have not received copy of the Parish Council’s response to WBC re Trunkwell Farm 
site works or the retention of the Brick Store next to the Grain Store (on saddle stones) 
to WBC Officers.  The Grain Store is protected and will be retained.      

 
I have heard of no other new applications to Monday 18th May 2014. 
 
 

 

http://info.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=27501
http://info.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=28211
http://info.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=29158
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Sewer Smells 
I understand from Emails received on 19th May from the Clerk that the smells 
emanating from the Trunkwell House Private Pumped Sewer system are again causing 
problems in the Village.  I have referred the matter to WBC Officers and Thames 
Water and am awaiting their responses.  The smells occurred on the hot Saturday 17th 
May 2014. The delay in reporting the problem to me is regrettable. Tony McEvoy who 
was involved in 2013 is expected to contact me later today. Subsequent 
Communication at 16.00hrs on the 20th confirmed that WBC would contact the 
owners and residents in the Old Elm Tree who would need to be the official 
complainant. 

 
Bearing in mind the problems in late 2012 and 2013, I did discuss the Beech Hill 
problems with Thames Water staff in a similar situation in Padworth on Wednesday 
14th May.    

 
Bus Transport Services and other Cuts by WBC  
Mollie and I are monitoring the Parish Council’s correspondence on the subject of the 
Bus services to and from Beech Hill with the Wokingham MP and with WBC 
Officers.   

   
We are pleased to confirm that following a tender process it has been possible revise 
the No75 bus from Beech Hill to Newbury via Mortimer, Burghfield with a 29 seater 
low line bus service operated by Newbury and District Buses on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.  It is also been possible to extend the Beech Hill to Reading bus 154 
(renumbered the 145) until the end of December 2014 with the cooperation of 
Wokingham and Basingstoke & Deane. Other transport provision is also being 
considered by the parties involved 

 
Conclusion  
Mortimer Library was reopened following refurbishment on Friday 21st February 2014 
and our monthly Surgeries will now take place on the first Saturday every month (10-
11 am) in the Parish office.   If you have any problems in the Parish please let Mollie 
Lock and I hear about them by telephone or Email.  

 

10      PUBLIC SESSION 
 
10.1 None  

 
The retiring Clerk, Janet Haines was thanked by the Chairman and Parish Council for 
all her hard work over the last three and a half years and presented with a card. 
 

11        DATES OF MEETINGS FOR THE YEAR 2014-15 
 

11.1 The following dates were set for meetings of the Parish Council for the forthcoming 
year: 15 July, 16 September and 18 November 2014 and 20 January, 17 March and 19 
May 2015.  All meetings will be held in the Memorial Hall and commence at 7.30pm 
unless otherwise notified. 

 
It was RESOLVED that the Annual Parish Meeting should be held on a separate 
evening and the date was set as Tuesday 15 April 2015.     
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12        CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 From West Berks 
12.1 Weekly Lists of Planning Applications and Decisions from WBC   
12.2 Information re Eastern Area Planning Committee meetings 
12.3 E-mails from M Edwards, Highways and Transport and M Mathews re bus service 

provision for Beech Hill and Public Transport Subsidy plus response from J Redwood 
MP to request for his assistance 

12.4 E-mails from A Drysdale, Traffic and Road Safety,  
12.5 Copy of presentations from last WBC District/Parish Conference 
12.6 Formal Notification of Intent to Prepare A Housing Site Allocations Development 

Plan Document (DPP) from Planning Policy – consultation to run till 11 June 2014 
12.7 Information on Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment from Planning 

Policy 
12.8 Copy of e-mail to WBC from BHPC Cllr Bridges re flooding on Beech Hill Road 
12.9 E-mails from C Richardson, Civil Contingencies Manager, re flood clear up and 

surveys for those affected by flooding 
12.9 E-mail from G Mayes, re the brick built cart shed at Trunkwell Farm 
12.11 Information from J Pimley re travellers at Mortimer on PC owned land 
12.12 Reply from WBC Cllr P Bale re parking problems 
12.13 Case Officer’s Report on 14/00403/AGRIC 
From NALC/BALC/CCB 
12.14 NALC E-bulletins forwarded by BALC 
12.15 E-copies of Action for All from CCB 
12.16 Renewal information for 2014-15 in the sum of £49.98 + £10.00 VAT 
12.17 Information from C Lalley, BALC on Pension Arrangements for Town and Parish 

Councils 
12.18 Updated version of NALC Model Financial Regulations following feedback to NALC 
12.19 Invitation from BALC to complete survey on Standards in Public Life 
From HMRC 
12.20 Information from HMRC re Year End and budget changes to tax and NI etc 
General 
12.21 Copy of Clerks and Councils Direct 
12.22 Copy of Local Council Review 
12.23 Copy of The Clerk 
12.24 Copy of Came & Co (insurers) newsletters and insurance renewal for 2014-15 in the 

sum of £441.58 for a three-year agreement 
12.25 E-mail from B Bulpitt offering to renew grass cutting contract at same rate as 2013-14 
12.26 Information from D Page, SSE Contracting, giving street lighting rechargeable          

schedule of rates 
12.27 Data Protection renewal confirmation 
12.28 Confirmation pf payment of precept and CTSG from WBC 
12.29 Community Safety information from RBFRS during recent industrial action 
12.30 E-mail from BHPC Cllr Simpson with copy of e-mail from C Batchelor re Super-fast          

Broadband 
12.31 Information from D Morton, Neighbourhood Co-ordinator, TVP re reporting rural 

crime 
12.32 Invitation to NHS Wokingham CCG Governing Meeting in Public and to North West 

Reading Governing Body meeting 
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12.33 Swallowfield Responders newsletter and further information on defibrillators and 
Heart Start course 

12.34 Notification from Basingstoke & Deane Council of Revised Pre-Submission Local 
Plan Consultation 

12.35 Information from Eversley Cricket Club re event of 30 May 
12.36 Copy of Upstream 
 
13 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 
13.1 None 

 
13.2 14/00403/AGRIC Land North of Trunkewll Farm and South of Cross Lane, Spencers 

Wood 
 Not considered to fall within Class A, Part 6 of Sch 2 of the Town and Country 
Planning  (General Permitted Development) Order 1995 so a full planning application 
required. 
 

14 MODEL STANDING ORDERS 
 
14.1    The Clerk reported that there is no need to amend the Standing Orders. 
 
15 COMMITTEES FOR 2014-15 
 
15.1 It was RESOLVED that the following members be appointed to the Staffing  

 Committee: Cllr Martin Plank, Cllr Mike Methven and Cllr David Simpson. 
 
15.2 It was RESOLVED that the following members be appointed to the Appeals  

 Committee: Cllr Chris Bridges and District Councillors Mollie Lock and Geoff  
 Mayes. 

 
15.3 It was RESOLVED that the following members be appointed to the   

 Complaints Committee: Cllr Chris Bridges, Cllr Mike Methven and Cllr David  
 Simpson. 

 
16 REVIEW OF COUNCIL ASSETS 
 
16.1 It having been inspected by the Internal Auditor and accepted as up to date and 

appropriate, it was RESOLVED to accept the Asset Register as given. 
 
17 REVIEW OF INSURANCE COVER 
 
17.1 It was RESOLVED to review in 1 year and clearer guidelines to be obtained 

regarding insuring volunteers. 
 
17.2 A cheque to be raised for the amount due.                              ACTION: Clerk  
 

 
18 MEMBERSHIP OF OUTSIDE BODIES  
 
18.1 It was RESOLVED that Beech Hill Parish Council would be in membership of the 

following outside bodies for 2014-15: 
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 Community Council of Berkshire 
 Berkshire Association of Local Councils 
 CPRE 
 

18.2 It was RESOLVED that membership of SLCC would be continued for the Clerk. 
 
19 POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 
19.1 No amendment was required at the moment but the new model Financial Regulations 

would be reviewed and updated as necessary. 
    ACTION: Clerk. 

 
20  YEAR END ACCOUNTS 2013-14 AND AUDIT 
  
20.1 The Year End Accounts for 2013-14 had been circulated to members and it  

 was RESOLVED that these should be accepted. 
 
20.2 The Internal Auditor had undertaken a further audit of accounts at year end and  

 had signed his section of the Annual Return.  He had submitted his report that  
 noted all his comments from him and the External auditor had been addressed  
 to his satisfaction and had submitted his invoice. 

 
20.3 Copies of the partially completed Annual Return and associated documents  

 had been circulated to members prior to the meeting and the contents were  
 reviewed and AGREED. 

 
20.4  It was RESOLVED that the Annual Return for 2013-14 should be signed.   

 The Clerk was asked to add the minute numbers as appropriate and to forward  
 the Annual Return and associated documents to the External Auditor and   
 display the appropriate notices.                   ACTION: Clerk 

 
20.5  Mr David Weller had stated that he would be willing to be the Internal Auditor   

 for Beech Hill Parish Council for 2014-15.  It was RESOLVED that Mr   
 Weller should be appointed and the Clerk was asked to send a letter of   
 appointment. 

ACTION: Clerk 
 
21 FINANCE 
 
21.1 It was RESOLVED that the Data Protection Registration be renewed in the sum of 

£35.00 
 

21.2 It was RESOLVED that a donation of £250 will be made to Swallowfield First 
Responders in recognition of the usage within Beech Hill as reported.    
                                                    ACTION: Clerk 
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21.3 The following accounts for payment for April and May 2014 were approved 
 
Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

Information Commissioners Office Data rotection registration 35.00£      100326
J E Haines Salary & Mileage Apr & May 304.28£    100327
HMRC Tax Apr & May 64.60£      100328
BALC Membership 2014-15 59.98£      100329
The Broker Network Insurance 2014-15 441.58£    100330
D R Weller Internal Audit fee & mileage 56.30£      100331
The Broker Network Additional premium 2014-15 23.24£      100332
South Central Ambulance Charity Trust Donation 2014-15 250.00£    100333

Total 1,234.98£   
 

21.4 A full bank reconciliation had been completed and given to members and the 
 Clerk gave the total balance in the current account and deposit account as 
 £13,142.39. 

 
21.5 Councillors completed the new bank mandate.  Members who were not current 

signatories were reminded that they should present identification to a branch of 
HSBC. 

ACTION: Clerk 
  
22 ANY OTHER ITEMS THAT THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE URGENT AS 

ITEMS OF INFORMATION 
 

22.1 None. 
 

23 NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

23.1 To confirm the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting as 7.30 p.m. on 
Tuesday 15 July 2014 
 

There being no further business, Part I of the meeting closed at 9.40pm. 
 
By virtue of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted (Staff contract) the press 
and public will be excluded for the following item.  Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings 
Act 1960 s2) 
 
PART II 
 
24 STAFFING  
 
24.1 Mrs Rachel Buckingham was offered the position of  Clerk as from 01 June 2014, on 

the same salary as the outgoing Clerk.  The change of clerk details would be 
communicated to WBC. 

ACTION: Clerk  
 

Clerk’s afternote:  Following the meeting, Mrs Buckingham made it known that she 
no longer wished to be considered for the position. 


