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 The Wolds, 17 The Green 
 Woosehill, Wokingham
 Berkshire  RG41 3 PG 
 Phone 0118 978 8947 
 e-mail: clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 
 Website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL HELD 

AT 7.30 p.m. ON TUESDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 2013  
IN BEECH HILL MEMORIAL HALL 

 
PRESENT: Cllrs Martin Plank (Vice-Chairman), Chris Bridges and David 

Simpson 
 
In attendance: Janet Haines (Clerk), 7 members of the public.  WBC Cllrs M Lock 

and G Mayes. 
 
1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN 

 
1.1 It was noted, with much regret, that Cllr Methven had resigned as Chairman of 

the Parish Council.  He would, remain as a Parish Councillor. 
 
1.2 Nominations were received for the post of Chairman for the remainder of 

2013-14 and it was RESOLVED that Cllr Plank be elected. 
 
1.3 Nominations were received for the post of Vice-Chairman for the remainder of 

2013-14 and it was RESOLVED that Cllr Bridges be elected. 
 

Cllr Plank addressed the meeting. 
 
Good evening every one and welcome to tonight’s Parish Council Meeting.  As 
some of you will already know the position of Chairman of the Parish Council 
was recently and temporarily vacated by Mike Methven in order to give Mike as 
much time and rest as is possible and needed to help him on the road to recovery 
from his ongoing illness.   
 
Mike has been the chairman of the Parish Council since September 2009 and 
during this time he has worked tirelessly to steer both the Council and the village 
through a number of significant changes and developments.  
 
There is very seldom a time when any change meets with the full approval of all 
those which it effects. Certainly whether this was the new Memorial Hall, the 
workings of the Village Plan, or the shop in the church, all of which arose during 
Mike’s chairmanship, not everyone in Beech Hill was in agreement with all the 
changes which were took place or were being proposed.  
 
However, at all times Mike excelled at keeping a balanced and open view of what 
was happening and has been steadfast in ensuring that all opinions, however 
trivial, were being listened to.  
 

mailto:clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk
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There have been times when considerable personal pressure has been put on Mike 
but he nonetheless has showed great courage and has not wavered in making 
certain that the Parish Council acted in the manner expected and deal with all and 
every concern which was raised in the most professional manner possible. 
 
I would ask all of you to join me in thanking Mike for his contributions to date as 
Chairman, as well as wishing him a speedy and full recovery. I personally, look 
forward to continuing working with Mike as a member of the council and to 
hopefully handing the reigns back over to him in the very near future. 
 
Before we commence the business of tonight’s meeting I would also like to say a 
few words about the Parish Council.  The Council is a statutory appointed body 
which is legally required to carry our certain duties and functions and has to 
operate under a strict code of conduct.  In addition the Council works with the 
local community and is generally regarded as the voice or conduit for all local 
concerns.  
 
There is full openness and transparency regarding nearly all of the council’s 
business. Its meetings, finances, correspondence etc being fully available to the 
public and if there are any matters which individuals would like to obtain more 
details or clarification of, all they need to do is contact the Council’s Clerk.  
 
For those who are interested, elections to the Council take place every four years. 
With the foregoing in mind I would encourage all residents of the village to attend 
and participate in the Council’s meetings and although it will be good to have 
healthy debates on a variety of subjects I would ask, and will try to ensure, that all 
discussions take place in an orderly fashion as well as being respectful to all 
others attending the meeting regardless of their opinions. 
 
There is no doubt that working together the village can achieve a lot more than 
would happen within isolated or detached groups. By way of example  I was 
recently shown a minute of the Parish Council’s call to the village as far back as 
1991, when David Barr-Miller was its Chairman, and alerting the village to the a 
need to raise  funds to pay for urgent structural works to St Mary’s Church. The 
sum involved, for such a small village, was substantial. However it is evident that 
by working together in a true community fashion not only was enough money 
raised to pay for the immediate repairs but also to create a fabric fund which is 
administered to this day by the PCC with meeting its structural expenditure.    
 
I am certain that over the years there have been many other examples of where the 
Parish Council has been instrumental or at the fore with the work needed to 
support and protect all of the village’s community assets and quality of life in 
Beech Hill. 
 
 I would like to think that given the support and respect of the village the Parish 
Council will be able to continue to do so.  Thank you. 

 
2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
2.1 Cllrs Tom Lowthian and Mike Methven 
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3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 
 
3.1 None 

 
3.2 No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests had 

been received. 
 

3.3 None 
 
4 MINUTES OF THE LAST PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
4.1 The Parish Council RESOLVED to sign the minutes of the meetings of 16 

July as a true record.  The Chairman signed all pages of the loose leaf minutes. 
 
5 PUBLIC SESSION 

 
There were no questions from the public 
 

6 MATTERS TO REPORT 
 
6.1 Street lighting repairs 

The invoice had been received and was to be paid at the meeting. 
 

6.2 Potholes 
WBC Cllr Mayes had taken up the issue of potholes with WBC and had stated 
that road maintenance was on a five-year rolling programme. 
 

6.3 Hedge cutting in vicinity of Mortimer Station 
The Clerk had contacted Stratfield Mortimer PC to ask who had trimmed the 
hedges up the hill from Mortimer Station.  Mrs Kirk had stated that the work 
had not been undertaken on behalf of SMPC and she did not sure who had 
done it but thought it was the land owners and not WBC. 
 

6.4 Document Storage 
On-going 
 

6.5 Grass Cutting 
No invoice had been received to date. 
 

6.6 S106 monies from Trunkwell Farm development 
Following discussions with the Internal Auditor the Clerk had received 
significant new information regarding the treatment of VAT and this affected 
the donation to the Allotments Trust and the subsequent purchase of play 
equipment.  There was an agenda item to address this. 
 

6.7 Display of trophies in the Memorial Hall 
On-going – size and number of cups to be obtained.  It was agreed that the 
Clerk should contact the Memorial Hall Trust to ask what size of lockable 
display cabinet could be accommodated in the Willink Room before this 
matter could be addressed. 

ACTION: Clerk 
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6.8 Park View address problems 
The Clerk had contacted Mr and Mrs Barry re a possible change of postcode 
and they had replied that they were unwilling to have their postcode changed.  
The WBC officer responsible for liaising with Royal Mail had stated that there 
was probably nothing more that could be done to alleviate the problems of 
wrong deliveries. 
 

6.9 Shop in the Church 
This was an agenda item. 
 

6.10 External Audit Annual Return 
The Annual Return had been returned by the External Auditor with no 
comments and the appropriate notice of Completion of Audit and a copy of the 
Annual Return had been displayed.  
 

6.11 Traffic implications of new developments in Shinfield 
The comments of BHPC had been submitted to Wokingham BC and 
notification had been received that the applications for new developments in 
Shinfield were to discussed at Committee by Wokingham BC on 18 Sept.  The 
written comments would be taken to that meeting but there was an opportunity 
for a representative to speak at the meeting if booked in to do so. 
 

6.12 Policies and Procedures and Standing Orders 
Under review 
 

6.13 Bank Mandate 
Forms had been obtained to from Unity Trust Bank to enable accounts to be 
changed from HSBC.   
 

6.14 Speed Indicator Device 
The Clerk had spoken to the insurers regarding use of roadside SID 
equipment.  All volunteers should be suitably trained and supplied with high 
visibility jackets (supplied by WBC), with no lone working and all safety 
aspects taken into account.  The Clerk would have to keep a list of dates, times 
and names of volunteers and a copy of the insurance certificate would have to 
be given to WBC.  There is different equipment in use now and all users 
would have to have the new training (this can be arranged by WBC when there 
is sufficient call for it). 
 
Alan Dunkerton of WBC had agreed to bring the Sentinel Camera system to 
Beech Hill in the “golden hour” of 8 – 9 a.m. on a weekday in the next few 
weeks and to return about 3 weeks after that.  This system will generate 
information for the Police to write to speeders.  He could also arrange for 
posters/signs to be erected as appropriate, not obscured by vegetation. 
 
It was noted that that neither the PC nor the BNAG would have access to the 
data collected.  This was being addressed by the BNAG. 
 

6.15 Transport Services to Mortimer Station 
The SMPC Clerk had informed the Clerk that the contract for bus service that 
went around Mortimer and down to the station had been terminated by SMPC.  
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The PC had previously paid £10K as their contribution to the scheme to 
Stewerts, who had operated the service at a loss as a service to the community 
but they were no longer based in Mortimer.  
 
A bus service to go to Mortimer village, Mortimer Station and Theale Station 
had been investigated but this would cost £28-£38K per annum and there 
could be problems of buses crossing the bridge at times.  SMPC had also 
investigated a car sharing scheme, something usually managed at 
District/County levels in other places and were considering a questionnaire to 
residents to assess need/possible usage. 

 
7 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
From West Berks 
7.1 Weekly Lists of Planning Applications and Decisions from WBC   
7.2 Information re Eastern Area Planning Committee meetings 
7.3 Update from WBC Cllr Mayes on actions since the last BHPC meeting 
7.4 Update from WBC Cllr Mayes on response form Thames Water re smells 

following complaints from residents 
7.5 Information from WBC Cllr Lock re smells and Members’ Bid for film club in 

Hall 
7.6 Invitation to District/Parish Conference on 08 October.  Cllrs Bridges, Plank 

and Simpson would attend. 
ACTION: Clerk 

7.7 Information on Health Checks in West Berkshire 
7.8 Notification of consent for 13/01266/LBC2, Old Vicarage, Beech Hill Road 
7.9 Information on WBC Junior Citizen of the Year Award 2013 – nominations by 

01 Nov 13 
From NALC/BALC/CCB 
7.10 NALC E-bulletins forwarded by BALC 
7.11 E-copies of Action for All from CCB 
7.12 Confirmation of renewal of CCB membership and certificate 
7.13 Notification of 1% Salary Increase for Clerks from NALC 
7.14 Information from NALC on publication Local Councils Explained 
7.15 Copy of Community Digital from CCB 
7.16 Invitation to CCB AGM and 40th Birthday on 03 October 
From HMRC 
7.17 Confirmation of receipt of Year End submission 2012-13 
7.18 Notification of VAT reclaim payment of £416.52 
General 
7.19 Copy of Clerks and Councils Direct 
7.20 Copy of Local Council Review 
7.21 Copy of The Clerk 
7.22 Letter of 30 July 13 from Rev M Stanton-Saringer, Loddon Team Ministry in 

response to PC’s letter and various e-mails 
7.23 Letter of 03 Aug 13 from The Bishop of Reading in response to PC’s letter re 

Shop in the Church 
7.24 Invoice from SSE Contracting for street light repairs in the sum of £494.65 + 

£98.93 VAT, total £593.58 
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7.25 CPRE annual membership renewal in the sum of £29.00, newsletter and 
information on forthcoming events in Berkshire plus copy of Countryside 
Voice 

7.26 E-mails from Rt Hon John Redwood MP re proposed developments in 
Shinfield 

7.27 Copy of Came and Co insurance newsletter 
7.28 Information from Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service re fire prevention 

measures during forthcoming industrial action 
7.29 Copies of Swallowfield First Responders newsletter 
7.30 Information on “flexiteering” in West Berkshire 
7.31 Letter from Action for Children re the Here4me Volunteer mentoring scheme 
7.32 Notification of Wokingham BC Planning Committee meeting for 

developments in Shinfield 
7.33 Information from Wokingham BC on Gypsy and Traveller Local Plan 
7.34 Information on Wokingham BC consultation on the Proposed Modifications to 

the WBC Managing Development Delivery Plan 
7.35 Information on Your Local Clinical Commissioning Group 2013-14 from 

Newbury CCG 
7.36 E-mails from S Barry re suggested postcode changes 
7.37 Request from resident for assistance in getting over-hanging vegetation cut 

back on Beech Hill Road.  Clerk to report to WBC Street Care. 
ACTION: Clerk 

7.38 Response form K Powell, Thrive re trimming of hedges 
7.39 E-mail from D Weller, Internal auditor re treatment of VAT 
7.40 Copy of Upstream from West Berkshire Countryside Society 
7.41 Information on work of Berkshire Bird Atlas Steering Group 
7.42 Information on Newbury 8K walk for the Enham Trust on 11 October 
 
Additional correspondence 
7.43 Copy of recent BNAG minutes from Cllr Bridges    
7.44 Email from resident re bunting on church fencing and copy of e-mail to 

shop/church on the subject.  The Clerk was asked to reply to the effect that 
only one row of bunting now remained, the rest having been removed and that 
the tables and chairs were now removed for the winter and when put out again 
would be confined to the gravelled areas only. 

ACTION: Clerk 
 
8 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
 
8.1 The following report had been received from WBC Cllr Mayes:  
  
 It has been a relatively quiet summer holiday period for us but Mollie Lock 

and I have continued to actively represent your interests at the Council Offices 
and throughout the Ward since the last PC meeting on 16th July 2013. Mollie 
may have some educational , housing and social problems to report on 
separately at the meeting.  

 
St Marys Church and Shop  
Mollie and I attended the Open Forum on Friday 6th September when concerns 
about the relationship between the Church Authorities, the Shop Management 
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and the Village Community were aired.  The sale of alcohol, although 
licensed, has yet to be implemented at village level. 
 
Planning 
I have visited the Trunkwell Farm site Application 13/01906/FUL for the 
demolition and rebuilding of the Cart Shed.  The development (two new 
houses and garaging) preceded my active planning involvement in the area.  
The Grain Store on saddle stones remains intact but is in need of repair.  
 
The Grooms Accommodation at Brook Farm Application 13/01912/OOD is in 
Wokingham BC area although the main house lies in Beech Hill and West 
Berkshire Council’s jurisdiction.   
 
Application 13/01812/FULD at 9 Bloomfield Hatch Lane for a house and 
garage conversion is still being considered by West Berkshire Council 
planners. 
 
I await the Parish Council’s comments on any future Planning Applications 
especially if the Planning objections could involve a Call In to Committee.  
 
Drainage and Public Health  
I have met with the owners of the Elm Tree Restaurant on two occasions 
regarding the smells emanating from the Trunkwell House sewer system.  I 
have discussed the matter with WBC Officer (Tony McEvoy) who has visited 
the site once. He will do so again when advised that the odour is in evidence.   
 
The Mini Bus Service to Mortimer Station 
I understand with regret that the Mortimer Parish Council have not been able 
to find funding into 2014 for the Mini Bus to the Station. That service is 
expected to cease this autumn. This is the result of WBC’s grant cut to the 
SMPC in the March 2013 budget and will result in increased traffic to and 
from the Station and increased pressure on parking in the area.  
 
Roads Maintenance 
Cross Lane and Grazeley Road have been resurfaced recently by Volker 
Highways under WBC’s Resurfacing Programme for 2013/14. White lining 
will follow where necessary and other minor patching works will be 
undertaken in the Parish. 
 
Common Land Management  
The management agreement between WBC and Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) for many of the Commons in West 
Berkshire by has not yet been finalised for legal reasons.  
 
Other  
If you have any problems in the Parish please let Mollie Lock and myself hear 
about them.  
 

8.2 WBC Cllr Mollie Lock gave the following report: 
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 I was successful with my Member’s bid and was awarded £1,700 towards 
equipment for a film club and IT for the Memorial Hall.  Graham Bell has the 
information and he is to liaise with WBC so the money can be forwarded. 

 
 The Willink School is to be congratulated, the students achieved the best A 

Level and GCSE exam results of all Secondary schools in West Berkshire. 
 
 Housing in the area continues to be a problem due to the lack of affordable one 

or two bedroomed properties for the people to buy or rent in wither the private 
or social sector. 

 
 The Home to School Policy is having to make cuts and I would like to know if 

any children in Beech Hill are experiencing problems.   
 
 Following this report, it was suggested that an item could be put on the Village 

Website asking residents to contact Cllr Lock. 
 ACTION: Clerk and Webmaster 

 
9 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
9.1 The following applications had been received and all were responded to using   

the Clerk’s delegated authority: 
 
9.1.1 13/00613/OOD Church Lane, Hyde End Lane , Hyde End Road, Three Mile 

Cross and 13/00615/OOD Land south of Croft Road, Spencers Wood 
 These applications were taken together. 
 
 The OBJECTIONS were: 

It is outside the Wokingham “South of the M4 Strategic Development Area” 
and thus outside the Local Plan 
  
It would be overdevelopment in an essentially rural area. 
  
The large number of additional houses will put pressure on the roads and 
amenities of the surrounding villages. 
  
Beech Hill PC is particularly concerned about the additional traffic  
a) through the village to access jobs in places like Theale and Aldermaston in 

the Thames Valley 
b) through the village to access Mortimer Station and its inadequate car park 
c) Additional provision must be made for traffic wishing to exit from Beech 

Hill Road onto Basingstoke Road at Spencers Wood 
  
There should be adequate Park and Ride provision at J11 of the M4 before 
houses are built 
  
There should be adequate provision for Beech Hill residents to access the 
amenities in Wokingham and Earley including the Royal Berks Hospital  

 
9.1.2 13/01266/LBC2 Old Vicarage, Beech Hill Road.   
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NO OBJECTIONS for replacement window following serious fire with a like 
for like replacement 

 
9.1.3 13/01584/HOUSE The Dairy Cottage, The Walled Garden 

 Whilst not objecting to this application, Beech Hill PC has the following 
concerns: 
  
There is a history of sewerage problems in the vicinity of this dwelling and no 
additional habitable accommodation should be provided until sewerage 
problems in the Walled Garden have been rectified. 
  
The new room is not aligned with the existing roof line on the north side 
  
An unusable space is being left on the north side of the proposed development. 

 
9.1.4 13/01812/FULD 9 Bloomfield Hatch Lane 
 NO OBJECTIONS for conversion of existing pitched roof garage to form 

new granny annex ancillary to existing house 
 
9.1.5 13/01828/FUL and 13/01912/OOD Brook Farm, Beech Hill Road 
 Change of use of out-building to groom’s accommodation. 

 Whilst not objecting to this application, Beech Hill Parish Council is 
concerned at the loss of an amenity space by conversion of a building to a 
dwelling for which, in its opinion, there is no proven need.  If any 
development is permitted it should be as tied accommodation for a groom. 
  
Any development of dwellings, regardless of number, should be accompanied 
by developer contributions to offset the impact of the dwellings on the local 
community. 

 
 The following application was discussed: 
 
9.1.6 13/00931/LBC2 Roff Cottage, Chapel Drive 
 NO OBJECTIONS for internal alterations to provide accessible shower 

facilities and re-building external steps to access, with handrail adjacent 
 
9.1.7 13/02223/FUL and 13/02226/BC2 Flat 6 Beech Hill House, Wood Lane 
 NO OBJECTIONS for replacement of 4 rotting single glazed windows with 4 

double glazed windows, also replacement fire door to be as identical as 
possible. 

 
9.2 The following decisions had been received 
  
9.2.1 13/01266/LBC, Old Vicarage, Beech Hill Road 
 Notification of CONSENT for replacement window following serious fire 

with a like for like replacement 
 
10 CHURCH AND VILLAGE SHOP 
 
10.1 The following report on the village shop was given by Cllr Simpson: 
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The Shop hosted an Open Information Forum in St Marys Church on 
September 6. The meeting was open to all and was well attended.  George 
Bell, the Pastor of Beech Hill Baptist Chapel served as Moderator for the 
meeting, chosen because of his impartiality, and because he is a well-respected 
person in the Village. 
 
Concern was expressed that we had ‘a church in a shop rather than a shop in a 
church’ This was emphatically refuted by Rev. Maurice Stanton-Saringer, the 
Team Rector.  Assurance was also given by Lesley Boardman, Church 
Warden,  that all money taken out of the Church Fabric Fund had been spent 
on the fabric of the church building. 

 
The Shop Committee stated that they expected to start making a profit in 2 
years. These profits would be ploughed back into the shop and the community, 
and the church would be the prime beneficiary.  They also said that they were 
proposing to improve the lighting in the church, but gave an assurance that it 
would be in keeping with the nature of the building, stating that they would 
not be allowed to do otherwise. 
 
Regarding the sale of alcohol, it was stated by Maurice that it was always 
envisaged that the shop would sell alcohol, but the shop would not go ahead 
with the sale of alcohol until it had canvassed the views of the community. 
Discussion on how this can take place in accordance with the shop’s 
constitution will be discussed at the shareholders AGM on the 27th September. 
 
The Bishop of Reading recently visited the church, and was very enthusiastic 
about what they were doing, he would have liked to have attended the meeting 
on the 6th September, but he was the minister marrying his niece that day. 
  

10.2 Feedback from the meeting was that good communication was the key to 
village matters.  Some PC members had attended the meeting as individuals.   
The PC had requested some information from the PCC and the Shop 
Committee that, because of holidays, had not been supplied prior to the public 
meeting so the PC had not been able to formulate specific questions for the 
meeting. 

 
10.3 It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should write to both the PCC and the Shop 

Committee to ask for the outstanding information. 
  ACTION: Clerk 
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11 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS WHO HAVE ATTENDED OUTSIDE 

BODIES 
 
11.1 Cllr Bridges reported on the last meeting of the BNAG.  Parking in the vicinity 

of Mortimer Station had been a main point of discussion and all the past 
history of possible sites and the current situation had been discussed.  It was 
noted that there were often vacant spaces in the Station Car Park as people 
were reluctant to pay for parking. It was felt that compulsory purchase of land 
would be the way forward.  Cllrs Lock and Mayes commented that the matter 
was in hand with WBC. 

 
 It was noted that crime figures were down. 
 
11.2 Hayley Sheridan reported on the Allotments Trust. 
 
 Items of play equipment including an Embankment Slide and Monkey Bars 

were to be purchased.  
 
11.3 Mr Peter Simpson reported on the Village Plan Working Group  
 
 A successful Village Show had been held on 01 September, entry to which had 

been free to Beech Hill residents.  This event was not organised as an action 
arising from the Village Plan.  There had been a response to date from only 
one Village Plan Committee member in response to an e-mailed request from 
Mr Simpson that a meeting should be held for all those who had expressed an 
interest in taking forward the actions from the Plan. 

 
 Tessa Hall of CCB had contacted Mr Simpson and offered to meet the new 

committee to move things forward.  The Clerk was asked to write to Mr 
Walton, organiser of the Village Show and Chairman of the Village Plan 
Committee to thank him for the show and ask for an update on the Plan. 

ACTION: Clerk 
 
11.4 There was no report on the Memorial Hall Trust.  It was noted that Cllr Lock’s 

Members Bid money, intended for community use, would be most usefully 
spent if given to the PC rather than the Trust as VAT could be reclaimed.  The 
Clerk was asked to contact Mr Bell to explain this. 

ACTION: Clerk 
 
11.5 Cllr Simpson stated that there was nothing to report on the Broadband 

Working Party. 
  
12 USE OF RECENT DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS FOR OPEN 

SPACES 
 
12.1 Following clarification of the position of VAT reclaims on purchases made by 

the PC from its own funds, it was RESOLVED that no donation of the s106 
monies to the Allotment Trust should be made as resolved at the meeting of 16 
July. 
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12.2 Purchase of play equipment by the PC for installation on the village green was 

discussed.  The type of equipment and costings were discussed.  It was 
RESOLVED that, following recommendations from the Allotments Trust 
which piece or pieces of equipment were needed, the PC would purchase play 
equipment up to the value of the s106 money received. 

 
13 SPEED INDICATOR DEVICE 
 
13.1 The information contained in the Clerk’s Report had been discussed at that 

point. 
 
13.2 It was RESOLVED that up to date training of volunteers would be arranged 

by either the PC or the Village Plan Committee, whichever was taking the lead 
on this, when appropriate. 

 
14 TRANSPORT SERVICES TO MORTIMER STATION 
 
14.1 The Clerk had contacted Stratfield-Mortimer PC to obtain information 

regarding the transport to Mortimer Station.  This had been reported in Item 6 
and was discussed.  WBC Cllr Mayes would keep the PC updated. 

 
15 VILLAGE TREES 
 
15.1 Cllr Bridges reported that arrangements for a free tree survey were in hand. 

ACTION: Cllr Bridges  
 
16 VILLAGE WEBSITE 
 
16.1 Mr Peter Simpson, webmaster, reported the following: 
 
 Since my last report in January 2013 the number of visits to the village website 

has increased slightly to around 160 per day. We have had two new members, 
bringing the total to 74.  I am continuing to keep the website up to date with 
news and events but would welcome contributions from others in the village. 

 
 About a year ago we upgraded our subscription to ICUK to allow us extra 

‘bandwidth’ following two earlier months of heavy usage where we exceeded 
our quota. Since then the usage has dropped to a level where typical monthly 
usage is around 30% of our new quota. It may be possible to revert to the 
previous (cheaper) subscription which would mean that a typical month would 
use around 60% of our quota (assuming usage continues the same as the 
previous 12 months). 

 
 One of the actions in the Village Plan was to include a list of village 

organizations including names of ‘officials’. I have made a start on this but 
would like some help in identifying these members. 

 
 At present we have two methods of contacting villagers by email: via the 

group email address previously known as all@beechhill and the automatic 
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emails sent to those registered on the website whenever a news item, event etc. 
is posted on the website. Some people are on one list but not the other, so in 
order to ensure that as many people as possible are notified of anything is to 
both post it on the website and send a group email resulting in some people 
getting the same information twice! I have been looking into various options to 
overcome this problem, but as yet I have not found a viable solution.  

 
17 CHANGE OF BANK ACCOUNTS TO UNITY TRUST BANK 
 
17.1 This item was deferred to the next meeting.  The HSBC mandate would be 

completed to make all members bank signatories. 
ACTION: Clerk 

 
18 FINANCE AND APPROVAL OF CHEQUES FOR PAYMENT 
 
18.1 The 1% salary increase for the Clerk as given in the NALC information was 

approved, back dated to 01 April. 
 
18.2 The Parish Council RESOLVED to pay the following accounts for August 

and September 2013. 
  
Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number
SSE Contracting Ltd Street light repair 593.58£    100310
J E Haines Salary & Mileage Aug & Sept 308.88£    100311
HMRC Tax due July-Sept 130.20£    100312
CPRE Annual membership 2013-14 29.00£      100313

Total 1,061.66£   
 
 
18.3 A full bank reconciliation had been completed and given to members and the 

Clerk gave the total balance in the current account and deposit account as 
£9586.50 as at 31 August. 

 
 The Clerk was asked to add a “Committed” column to the Expenditure 

Against Budget spreadsheet to enable member s to see how much was left in 
the budget at any point. 

 
 
19 ANY OTHER ITEMS THAT THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE 

URGENT, FOR THE CLERK TO ACTION, OR ITEMS OF 
INFORMATION 
 

19.1 The Memorial Hall Trust would be asked to consider the planting of poppies 
to commemorate the centenary next year of 1914-18 World War. 

ACTION: Clerk 
 

19.2 The Clerk was asked to make memorials to recently deceased residents of the 
Parish would be an agenda item for a future meeting. 

ACTION: Clerk 
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20        NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
20.1 The next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Tuesday 18 

November 2013 at 7.30 p.m. in the Memorial Hall.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.45 p.m. 


