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BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Helen Malyn 

5 Chesterment Way, Lower Earley, Reading, Berkshire RG6 4HW 
Telephone 0118 311542 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 
website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 
MINUTES OF THE BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT 7.30PM ON TUESDAY 16th January 2018 
  
 
Present:  Cllrs: Martin Plank (Chair) Chris Bridges (Vice Chair) Geoff Mayes, Alison Edwards &  
                           Hannah Callier. 
                  
In Attendance: District Councillor Mollie Lock, District Councillor Graham Bridgman, Helen Malyn 
(clerk) 
                             
Declarations of Interest: members are reminded that declarations of interest should be made 
where appropriate. 
 
1 Apologies for absence: 

1.1        To receive apologies for absence from the meeting 
               None required, all present 
 

2 Declarations of Interest and dispensations: 
 
 2.1 To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 
                No declarations received. 
              2.2         To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests (if 
                             any) 
                             No written requests received. 
              2.3         To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate. 
                             None required. 
 
  3         Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting. 
 
             3.1          To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting of 14th November 2017 
                             The minutes were signed as an accurate record of the meeting.  
    
4 Matters to report 
 

4.1 To receive an update on actions since the last meeting not appearing as agenda      
               items. 
   No items 

 

5 District councillors reports. 
 

5.1 To receive any report from the West Berkshire District Councillors: 
 

 
Report from Graham Bridgman: 
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Meetings  
  
WBC has not met since 7 December.  The next scheduled meeting is on 1 March, although there 
may need to be a special meeting sooner to consider responses to the savings consultations 
referred to below.  
  
Finances  
  
Some good news…  
  
The Government published its 2018/19 Local Government Settlement just before Christmas and this 
appears to put WBC in a better financial position than had been the case prior to the announcement 
(I say appears because, as with all Government announcements, the devil is in the detail which 
needs to be analysed).  
  
In addition, WBC was part of the successful Berkshire bid to become a business rates pilot (a one 
year project).  Most of the resultant funding will go to the Thames Valley Local Enterprise 
Partnership for strategic spending, but the announcement provides WBC with immediate financial 
relief for 2018/19 estimated at around £1.75m.  
  
To put this in context, the pilot will test aspects of a new future business rates retention programme 
due to be implemented in 2020/21, which will allow local councils across the country to retain more 
of their own business rates – the corollary is that WBC has seen its government grant funding 
reduced significantly over recent years from £33.7m to £100,000 next year.  
  
Two particular additional announcements were made: 
 

 First, the previous cap on council tax increases of 1.99% without a local referendum was 

increased to 2.99% – an additional 1% raises around £900k (nb that the potential increase in 

the Adult Social Care precept is in addition to any increase in council tax). 

 

 Second, HMG announced that it would take action to avoid councils being charged negative 

Revenue Support Grant from 2019/20.  Without going into the technical details, this would 

be good news for WBC since we were due to be charged negative RSG in 2019/20 (and had 

anticipated this in our savings numbers going forward). 

 
There were a number of other announcements, but these were the most important ones.  

  
…but back to reality…  
  
As a counterpoint to the good news, just prior to the Settlement being announced the Local 
Government Employers made an offer of a 2% salary increase for 2018/19 and a further 2% increase 
for 2019/20 (with lower paid staff receiving a proportionately larger pay increase).  If the offer is 
accepted it will add further pressure to the WBC revenue budget – the draft budget included 
provision for a 1% increase only and each additional 1% adds around £500k to the total.  
  
On top of this there are some substantial current year (2017/18) overspends – principally in the area 
of Adult Social Care, but also in Children’s Services and Education.  These will impact on our ability 
to avoid some of the savings targets previously announced.  
…and onward to the 2018/19 Budget.  
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As I have previously referred to, WBC has been consulting on a number of proposed budget savings 
and income generation proposals.  This consultation closes today (10 January), after which we will 
begin considering the results of the consultation alongside the impact of the Local Government 
Settlement before deciding what should be included in next year’s Budget.  
  
Whilst it would be fair to say that we enter 2018 in a somewhat better financial position than we 
feared before Christmas, it is important to appreciate that the Financial Settlement does not 
eliminate all of our financial challenges going forward .  
  
Business Rates Discretionary Relief  
  
Business Rates Pub Relief (which gives up to a £1,000 discount for all pubs with a rateable value 
under £100,000) and Supporting Small Businesses Relief (which ensures that businesses that lost 
some or all of their small business rates relief following the 2017 business rates revaluation can limit 
the maximum annual increase to £600 for the next five years) have been available via WBC since 
July 2017 and, so far, around 100 awards have been made.  These reliefs are being advertised to 
relevant businesses that haven’t yet applied.  
  
In December, the WBC Executive approved a new policy that included these reliefs together with a 
third - 2017 Discretionary Relief, which provides support for some of the businesses that are facing 
the largest increases as a result of the revaluation.  In order to qualify, the business/property must 
meet various criteria including having had more than a £600 increase in their annual business rates 
bill, a rateable value of £150,000 or less, and not being part of national chain, or occupying many 
properties in many areas, not being a doctors’ surgery, NHS property, school or other relevant 
educational establishment.  
  
Applications need to be in to WBC by 31 March, but any relief granted will be backdated to 1 April 
2017 (or whenever the business became liable for business rates if it was after that date).  For an 
application form or further information businesses can contact the WBC Business Rates team 
(businessrates@westberks.gov.uk).  
  
Boundary Review  
  
A reminder that the Local Government Boundary Commission for England is due to publish its final 
recommendations for WBC’s warding arrangements (effective from May 2019) on 16 January.  
  
  

Local Matters  
  
Thames Valley Police  
  
This from the latest councillor newsletter:  
  

“Thames Valley Police was graded 'Outstanding' in Her Majesty's Inspectorate of 
Constabulary  
(HMIC) PEEL Efficiency Review, and … 'Good' in terms of its Legitimacy.”  
“It is a great credit to be one of only two police forces to be graded ‘Outstanding’ in 
Efficiency.  Like all forces we are coping with reduced budgets and increased demand on 
policing and only by being efficient can we meet the demands placed upon us. I am delighted 
that HMIC recognise that Thames Valley Police has risen to this challenge, however you 
cannot go on cutting budgets without a reduction in police officers and staff which account 
for over 80% of the police budget.”  
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The Thames Valley Police and Crime Commissioner has launched a survey seeking public views on an 
increase in the police element of the council tax by £1 a month (for a band D property), which will 
close tomorrow (11 January):  
  

“Setting the budget for 2018/19 needs to be considered in the context of an already 
constrained financial position as well as the additional pressures policing faces as demand in 
some of the most complex and challenging areas continues to increase.   
  
This includes rising reports and cases of hidden crimes such as domestic abuse, child abuse, 
sexual offences, serious violence and exploitation have all increased the pressure on police 
resources.   
  
Needless to say this is proving to be extremely challenging and without the increase of £12 
per year in council tax, as recommended by the Home Secretary, we would have to make 
further significant reductions in police officers and staff which will affect the level and quality 
of policing service we are able to offer you.  
  
… I only received the provisional police grant settlement for 2018/19 from the Home Office 
on Tuesday 19th December.   Unfortunately due to budget decisions needing to be finalised 
by the end of January I am only able to run the consultation until 11th January.”  

  
The short online survey and further background information can be found on the Thames Valley PCC 
website: https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/get-involved/police-funding-survey-have-your-say/.  
  
M4 Junctions 14 to 15 – Westbound Resurfacing  
  
This work is further to recent work to resurface a section of the westbound M4 near Membury 
Services and  traffic restrictions will be in place overnight (Monday to Friday only) between Monday 
15 and Tuesday 16 January (full overnight closure of the westbound carriageway from junction 14 to 
junction 15) and Wednesday 17 January to Friday 2 March (overnight lane closures).  
  
A signed diversion will be in place via the A338 to Hungerford, A4 to Marlborough then north on the 
A346 towards Swindon.  The works are subject to change due to weather conditions or unforeseen 
circumstances – drivers should check the yellow signs placed in advance at the junction for 
confirmation of the closures dates/timings.   (For more info, call 0300 123 5000 or email 
info@highwaysengland.co.uk.)  
  
  

Parishes  
  
Beech Hill  
  
Mobile library  
  
I was pleased to see the correspondence between the Clerk and Paul James, WBC Culture & 
Libraries Manager, regarding the possibility of the mobile library adding a regular stop at the 
Memorial Hall.  
  
I know that the Clerk is awaiting figures and trust that these will be available for the meeting next 
week.  
  
Public Footpath - Priory Farm  
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This is a heads up and is for informal views only at this stage.  WBC are considering a request from 
residents of Priory Farm and The Prior for a diversion of the Beech Hill Public Footpath 5 following a 
spate of crime.  I will supply a copy of the proposal map along with this report so that councillors 
can see the proposed route.  
  
Whether this proposal would be considered by WBC in relation to its 2018/19 programme (at which 
point there would be a formal consultation process) is under discussion (nb that there are 
competing projects for the programme, plus being on the list is no indication of success), but at this 
stage I thought it might be useful to canvass the PCs views informally.  If you wish to give views 
(personally or as the PC collectively) please could you email Stuart Higgins (WBC Definitive Map 
Officer) – stuart.higgins@westberks.gov.uk.  
  
Traffic speed and weight  
  
I have noted Cllr Bridges’ email and attachments on this subject, and have raised the issue in general 
terms with WBC Highways.  Mark Edwards (WBC’s Head of Transport & Countryside) has suggested 
including an item in next year’s Traffic Management works programme, but before taking this 
further I await the outcome of your discussions next week.  
 
Padworth  
  
A4 Road Signs  
  
Further to the various emails about the new direction signs on the A4, I have emailed parish 
councillors separately on this subject (and regarding liaison with WBC) since the answers I have 
received are a little detailed and specific for a report of this nature. 
 
Veolia 
 
I spoke to the planning officer this morning (10 January).  Planning are currently considering reports 
regarding highways and environmental issues, before posing any further questions necessary to the 
applicant.  Thus there is as yet no date for this to come to the planning committee.  As always, as 
soon as I hear more I will circulate. 
  
Stratfield Mortimer  
  
The Street  
  
Further to my report in December, I was pleased to see that the replacement of the High Friction 
Surfacing in The Street on the uphill side of the pedestrian crossing down from Kiln Lane has been 
carried out.  
 
MOR006 (the NDP Site) 
  
The planning officer is currently considering some of the finer details of the application and waiting 
for responses from key consultees including housing and education, as well as regarding the public 
right of way.  It is currently estimated that the application will go to the planning committee 
meeting on 28 February or 21 March. 
 
Cllrs had received the report in advance of the meeting.  Further discussions were held regarding 
speeding in the village, which all agreed had increased. 
 
ACTION: District Councillor Lock to enquire as to the costs of speeding surveys 
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A discussion was also held regarding the proposed change of footpath nr Priory Farm.  There were 
no objections to the proposals that have been put forward. 
 
Report from Mollie Lock 
 
EDUCATION 

95% of WBC schools are OFSTED graded to be good to excellent. The new grading for GCSE results 

make it difficult to compare to the figures of last year due to the change in measuring the grades. In 

some subjects pupils’ grades this year were partly measured using a scale from 1-9 with 4 being 

equal to the old C and  8-9 grades being the old A-A*  while others remained in the old system.  Key 

stage two results were disappointing coming in below the national average. In a small school (40-

100 children) one child can make a difference to that schools percentage score but in larger schools 

(100+) it can be a more true result. There is to be a designated Pupil Premium (PP) teacher 

appointed to ensure Looked After children (LAC) and (PP) have extra help to achieve age related 

progress. After Level 4 (16+) pupils must remain in education, in an apprenticeship or employment 

until they are 18, if they are not they are considered to be NEET (Not in Education, Employment or 

Training). Due to cuts school improvement posts ceased this year spent with in a year and following 

our Education formula than most other authorities WBC made three bids for extra money; one of 

these, a joint bid with The Willink for maths was successful for £120 and we await to hear if we have 

been successful for phonics and maths: this money will have to be spent with in a year 

The SEND budget is under pressure as more and more children are needing specialist teaching and 

sometimes need a special school environment or even residential accommodation which is very 

expensive. Also children with SEND are our responsibility up to the age of 25. The Schools forum is 

to meet on 15th January and we will be discussing cuts to education services. 

Theale Primary school is now most probably not to be built on the disputed site and if another site is 

not identified the school will revert to its planned admission number of 30 instead of 45 and the 

money will be used to increase the capacity of other local schools. 

 WASTE SITE and GREEN WASTE DISPOSAL 

I was told earlier this week that the planning application will hopefully go to the EAP in March so 

WBC residents should soon be able to take household rubbish to the Padworth site. Only residents 

who opt to pay the proposed £50 annual charge will continue to have their   green bins with garden 

and food waste emptied and there could be an increase in land fill should and green waste be put in 

black bins. 

BUSINESS DISCRETIONARY RATE RELIEF 

This was approved by the Executive on 21st December to help small businesses including pubs, 

already other buildings such as doctor surgeries, NHS buildings, schools and relevant education 

establishments have this discretion. 

BUSINESS RATES 

WBC is to be a pilot authority to receive money from the Business Rates previously taken by the 

Government and this year it is to be about £1.75m – this may save some of the cuts proposed. 

POLICE  

Thames Valley Police have been graded as excellent by the Inspectorate of Constabulary.  
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PROPOSED SANDELFORD HOUSING SITE 

This site for about 2000 houses and a primary school has been refused.     

DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL 

This is due to take place on15th March starting at 18.00 in WBC Council Chamber.      

 

6          Correspondence & Clerks report 
    

6.1 To receive items of correspondence        
 

 Application Decision  17/02676/LBC2 - Refused 

 Application Decision 17/02954/AGRIC – Application not required 

 Site visit notification re 17/01524/COMIND 

 Future of Pangbourne Police Station advice note 

 Weekly Email News Digest 

 Weekly Planning Lists 

 Grazeley Briefing 

 Library Service Update 

 Rural Vulnerability Service update 

 Parish Library Usage 

 Severe Winter Weather warning from WBC 

 Smaller  Authorities Auditor Appointment 

 Email of thanks from Swallowfield Community Responders 

 Fir Tree School Autistic Spectrum Unit – press release 

 Thames Valley Police & WBC – Making Every Adult Matter (MEAM) Project 

 Community Champion Awards 2017 

 BALC annual review 

 Appeals letter in relation to Trunkwell House 

 Precept notification submission advice 

 Application Decision 17/01524/COMIND – Approved 

 Changes to planning application notifications 

 WBC advice of road safety award 

 Street Light repair & invoice 

 Business Rates Discretionary Rate Relief Approved – email advice 

 Invitation to District Parish Conference 15th March 

 Sharps & Needle awareness training 

 Funding Workshop 

The Chairman had received an email from a resident enquiring whether it was possible 
to purchase the disused telephone box and turn it into a book exchange / library.  The 
Chairman would like to see how we progress with the mobile library, but other uses for 
the phone box would be considered. 
 
ACTION: Clerk to investigate as to whether we could purchase and any restrictions. 

                    
 
             6.2         Precept 
                            It was resolved to maintain the same level of precept as 2017/2018 @ £6572. 
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                             Clerk was authorised to make the submission to WBC. 
 
             6.3          GDPR – DPO appointment 
                             BHPC need to appoint a Data Protection Officer under the new General Data 
                             Protection Regulations which will apply from 25 May 2018. There appears to be  
                             conflicting advice as to whether the role can be carried out by the clerk.  The  
                             councillors were happy for the clerk to undertake the role, provided the clerk is 
                             not at personal risk. 
                              
                             ACTION: Clerk to investigate further 
 
7                          Planning Applications: 
 
            7.1 To receive and comment on applications received:  
 
                             17/03549/FUL – 6 Bloomfieldhatch Lane – Cllrs fully discussed the application, and 
                             requested that Highways Dept conduct a full survey of the proposed access.   
                             Concerns were raised re the hedges & final landscaping and the possible future use  
                             of the site.  Two councillors objected to the application and three 3 
                             councillors, based on the application presented,  could not see any reason to object. 
                             The submission from BHPC will state neither object nor support. 
                              
          7.2             To receive notification of Planning decisions from WBC 
                             17/02954/AGRIC – Deemed that no application is required. 
                             17/02676/LBC2 – Refused 
                             17/01524/COMIND – Granted with conditions. 
 
                             Councillors agreed that any conditions attached to future planning decisions be  
                             included in the minutes.  Full details can be found on the WBC website using the  
                             planning references above. 
                 
8               Representatives of outside bodies 
           

8.1.1 BNAG – The committee discussed speeding through the village, which was discussed  
earlier in the meeting.  Increased thefts from agricultural building was also 
discussed, as quad bikes were recently stolen from farm property.  

8.1.2 The Allotments Trust – There are now only 2 trustees at the Allotment Trust,  
                  following the recent sad passing of Mr Jack Carter. If anyone is interested in  
                  becoming a trustee, then they should email the allotment trust for further details.  
8.1.3 The Memorial Hall – No report received. 
8.1.4 The Shop in the Church - Report received from Jude Cresswell. 
                  We would like to wish everyone a happy and prosperous new year. December was  
                  an extremely busy month for us but in the shop and in the tearoom, and now we  
                  are in January we continue to be busy. February see us celebrating our 5th  
                  birthday which will include a celebration dinner for all our volunteers.2017 was a  
                  good year for us being nominated for 3 awards and making the shortlist for 2 and  
                  being runner up for 1 award. We look forward to what the new year will bring us.  
8.1.5 Thames Valley Police – No report received.  

 

9 Village Website   
9.1 To receive a report from the webmaster Peter Simpson – No report  

received. 
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10          Agenda Items: 
               
              10.1 Village map – Cllr Edwards advised that Stuart Barry has produced a booklet of 
                             walks in and around the village, which also includes a map.  Cllr Edwards to enquire 
                             about the costs.  
              10.2       Update re Dog waste bins – Cllr Callier is awaiting the up to date service costs for      
                             the bins. The bins are £135 each plus £50 installation. Cllr Callier proposes 4  
                             bins for the village.  An amount has been allowed for in the precept. 
              10.3       Trunkwell Update – The application has been approved, so we look forward to  
                             seeing the completion of the extension to the current hotel.  For full details of 
                             the application, please refer to the WBC website. 
              10.4       Mobile Library – BHPC are in correspondence with Paul James with a view to  
                             re-introducing a mobile library to Beech Hill to coincide with the afternoon teas 
                             at the memorial hall.  At this stage representatives will attend the afternoon tea on 
                             Tuesday 6th February to talk about the library and the At Home Service, bringing  
                              leaflets & registration forms with them. 
               10.5       Speeding in the Village – This has been discussed previously in the meeting.  
                              
11 Finance 
 
 11.1 To authorise cheques for payment 
   The Clerk presented a schedule of the cheques for payment at the meeting: 

    

                         

Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

Miss H P Malyn Expenses Jan 2018 (ink cartridge) 12.00£      100432

Miss H P Malyn Salary Dec/Jan 378.36£    100433

SLCC Annual membership 59.00£      100434

SSE Light Repair 96.14£      100435

Total 545.50£     
                              
   
 
12 Any other items that the Chairman decides are urgent as items of information 
 
 11.1 To receive items from the Parish Councillors for referral to future meeting or 
   for the Clerk to action. 
                             No further items  

       
13   Next Parish Council Meeting 
   
 13.1 It was confirmed that the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting is to be 
   Tuesday 13th March 2018 @ 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall 
 
   Meeting closed at 9.15pm 
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