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BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Helen Malyn 

5 Chesterment Way, Lower Earley, Reading, Berkshire RG6 4HW 
Telephone 0118 311542 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 
website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT 7.30PM ON TUESDAY 14th March 2017 

  
 
PRESENT:  Cllrs: Martin Plank (Chair) Chris Bridges (Vice Chair) &  Geoff Mayes,  
                      
 
In attendance: District Councillor Mollie Lock, Helen Malyn (clerk),  
2 members of the public. 
 
Declarations of Interest: members are reminded that declarations of interest should be made 
where appropriate. 
 
1 Apologies for absence 

1.1        Cllr Edwards. 
 

2 Declarations of interest and dispensations: 
 
 2.1 To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 

Cllr Plank declares as on previous occasions a business connection with Trunkwell    
Manor, via his own company. 

            2.2  No written request received for dispensations for disclosure of pecuniary 
                              Interests. 
            2.3            No requests for dispensation need to be granted. 
 
  3         Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 
 

3.1       Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 10th January 2017 
             were approved and signed. 
 

4 Matters to report: 
4.1 To receive an update on actions since the last meeting not appearing as agenda 

items: 
               Cllr Mayes attended the Grazeley Garden meeting in Shinfield.  They were reporting 

on the WBC proposal to build 15,000 houses in Grazeley which borders WBC & 
Wokingham BC.  This proposal depends upon the infrastructure funds from the 
Government.  District Councillor Lock believes that nothing will happen until 2026 at 
the earliest.   

 Cllr Mayes also attended the “Affordable Housing” meeting, which discussions on 
“what is considered to be affordable”.  Nothing of note to report.  
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5          District Councillors reports 

5.1       To receive any report from the West Berkshire District Councillors 

 
  Report from Cllr Mollie Lock  

                
 
WBC COUNCIL TAX 
 
This is to rise by 4.99% for 20172018, of this 3% is ring fenced for Adult Social Services and brings us 

close the 5% maximum amount allowed by the Government; this will result in cuts across the whole 

Council. To this rise will be added the Police, Fire Service and Parish Precepts which this year range 

from 0% to 20% across WBC.  The Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) predicts a 0% increase in 

WBC Council Tax for the years 2018/2019 and 2019/2020, but we do not know what further 

Government cuts may be imposed in this time.    ’ 

SCHOOLS 

Most of our schools are now rated by Ofsted  to be Good to Outstanding.. Many schools are 

predicting a deficit budget next year due to rising costs beyond their control .Our 15 small schools 

who have 50 or less pupils are the most vulnerable and could eventually be at risk of closure. The 

greatly increased rise to £700 next year for those pupils who wish to use the WBC transport but do 

not qualify for free Home to School Transport is excessive.   

HEALTH AND WELLBEING BOARD 

We bring together all the agencies involved in the health and wellbeing of all residents. The 

meetings between focus meetings which act as a task group where most recently we have worked 

on how to improve the Educational Attainments and Health outcomes of children and their families 

and problems which cause the delayed transfer of vulnerable, frail or elderly people from hospital 

back to their own home with support in place or into residential care. Members of the Board include 

those who work in social services, housing, medicine, education, police, fire services, and the 

voluntary sector .The second session is an open meeting with all the agencies, members of the 

public who may ask questions and the press ,The  Councillor who holds the  portfolio  and the 

Shadow councillor.(me) are involved in both meetings.    .   

PADWORTH WASTE SITE 

Planning to give permission to allow the Padworth site to  take household waste was withdrawn due 

to a resident raising at the last minute a legal issue regarding traffic so residents in the east who are 

no longer able to use the Reading site have to drive many miles to Newbury to dispose of their 

household waste. Work is ongoing but it looks likely that the planning application now will not come 

to the Eastern Area Planning Committee until August or September, Following my request to 

negotiate with Reading for a permit for WBC residents to use the Small Mead site has taken place 

but to date there has not been a formal reply. 

COUNCIL CHANGES 

The leader of the council, Roger Croft, was involved in a car accident and is still in hospital in France. 

Graham Jones has stepped up from vice leader to be Leader and Hilary Cole has become vice leader. 

AWE LOCAL LIAISON COMMITTEE 

The next meeting of the LLC is to take place on 8th March. The agenda will cover Environment, 

Safety and Health update, Community update and AWE’s Support to the International Atomic 
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Energy Agency .I would like your comments on their revised communication leaflet to take back to 

AWE later in the month. 

LIBRARIES 

Mike Brooks, Paul James and Jemma Taylor came to Mortimer library on 16th February to meet with 

some people who had expressed an interest in becoming volunteers. Questions were asked 

regarding organisation, training and support, it was a productive meeting, and  resulted with some 

of the volunteers present offering to do certain aspects. Sadly it has been announced that Wash 

Common library will close on 31st March. 

 

Parish Council Report for period up to 8 March 2017 
Cllr Graham Bridgman (West Berkshire Council, Mortimer Ward) 

 
 
 

West Berkshire Council 
 
Roger and Zelda Croft 
 
You will have seen my email, and subsequent press etc reports, regarding the tragic road accident in 
France involving the Leader of WBC and his wife, and Zelda’s untimely death.  We know that Roger 
is in a serious but stable condition in hospital in Amiens, but beyond that everyone is respecting the 
family’s wish for privacy. 
 

Meetings 
 
WBC met on 2 March, principally to agree the budget for 2017/18 and ongoing financial strategy – 
see below for the outcome. 
 
There will be a special council meeting on 23 March to discuss/agree a submission regarding the 
local boundary review referred to in last month’s report.  An officers’ paper is being presented to 
the Operations Board tomorrow (9 March), and if accepted should form the basis of a suggested 
position for WBC to be debated at the meeting.  As soon as the papers have been made public I will 
share the proposals (and any differences the Conservative Group might propose). 
 
Just to remind you of the headlines, the Local Government Boundary Commission for England have 
accepted the WBC proposal to reduce the number of councillors from 52 to 42 (+/- 1), giving a 
target number of electorate per member of 2,964 based upon the predicted electorate in 2022 (the 
current number is 2,208). 
 
Budget 
 
(See http://decisionmaking.westberks.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=116&MID=3551 for full 
papers.) 
 
Investment and Borrowing Strategy 2017/18 
 
This to ensure that all borrowing and investment is undertaken with a view to minimising risk.  The 
borrowing limit for 2017/18 has been increased by an additional £50m over and above the level of 
increase needed to fund the proposed capital programme, allowing for a new strategy to be 
developed for investment in commercial property, raising income from rental income. 
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Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) 2017/18 to 2019/20 
 
The MTFS is on a rolling three-year basis, designed to ensure that the revenue and capital resources 
are available to deliver the WBC Strategy. 
 
Over the last seven years, WBC has had to find over £50m of revenue savings, achieved through 
finding efficiencies, staff reductions and transforming services, but nevertheless (and as I anticipated 
in my report last month) the revenue funding gap is forecast to reach £23.3m by 2019/20 before 
any savings plans or increases in income: 
 

 in 2017/18 WBC will receive 61% less Revenue Support Grant, (RSG) than in 2016/17 and by 

2019/20 WBC will no longer receive any RSG; 

 

 as has been trailed in the press, the New Homes Bonus and Education Services Grant are also 

being cut; 

 

 I have mentioned before, but is worth saying again, that whilst the Local Government 

Settlement announced a move to 100% retention of business rates by local authorities by 

2019/20, it is by no means clear how precisely this will benefit local authorities, nor how much 

each local authority will be able to retain (at present WBC collects £85m in business rates, of 

which it retains £19m, and this position is due to get worse – even though business rates are 

forecast to increase by £2m over the next three years, WBC’s retained amount will decrease by 

nearly £1m over the same period because of increased tariffs - the amount WBC retains will 

reduce from 22.7% to 21.1% over the period).  

 
Revenue Budget 2017/18 
 
Council Tax will be increased by 1.99% in 2017/18 raising £1.7m, with an additional 3% precept ring-
fenced for adult social care raising £2.5m, leaving £4.7m to be met from savings or income 
generation. 
 
Details of all of the savings etc (arrived at following the public consultation process) are to be found 
in the budget papers referred to at the beginning of this section. 
 
The £1.37m Transitional Grant funding is being allocated as follows: (a) £140k to short breaks for 
disabled children; (b) £30k to the Citizens Advice Bureau; (c) £200k to the library service; and (d) 
£1m to create a Transformation Fund which will continue to assist WBC to transform and improve 
the way it delivers its services. 
 
Capital Strategy and Programme 2017/18 to 2021/22 
 
WBC aims to invest £150m over five years, with £80m of this in the first two years. 
 
£41.6 million of the spend comes from WBC capital resources, with the balance financed from 
external sources, including government capital grants, S106 and CIL (some still to be confirmed with 
the level of spend in future years dependent upon the actual level of capital receipts and 
government grants - the future level of CIL funding is particularly uncertain at this stage and will 
need to be kept under close review). 
 
The programme helps deliver the five key priorities set out in the Council Strategy 2015/19: 
 

 Improving educational attainment and closing the educational attainment gap: £66.7m for new 

school places and improvements to school buildings; 
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 Key infrastructure improvements in relation to roads: £50m for maintenance and improvement 

of highways; 

 

 Regeneration and the digital economy: £1.5m to facilitate the delivery of superfast broadband 

across the district; 

 

 Safeguarding children and vulnerable adults: £11.8m for occupational health equipment, home 

adaptations and supported living for vulnerable adults and looked after children, and £1.9m to 

improve the supply of temporary accommodation for people at risk of becoming homeless; 

 

 Supporting communities to do more to help themselves: £3.8m for maintenance and 

improvement of parks, open spaces sporting and cultural facilities, and £0.5m for grants to 

support community projects. 

 

West Berkshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan 
 
It is intended that the ‘Preferred Options’ public consultation on the draft plan (flowing from the call 
for sites and the minerals and waste sites that have been submitted to WBC for inclusion) will be 
carried out in the Spring. 
 
District / Parish Conference 
 
A final reminder that this is on Tuesday 21 March, with an agenda including devolution and planning 
enforcement. 
 
 

Local Issues 
 
Ward profile 
 
I have received a ward profile from WBC Public Health and Wellbeing, so here are some headlines 
(remember that this refers to the Ward, and thus all five parishes, not simply the village): 
 

 There are 5,838 people living in Mortimer - 21.5% are children aged up to 15 and 20.2% are 

those aged 65+. 

 

 The non-white British population accounts for 9.34% of the total population and 91% of the 

Mortimer population were born in the UK (more than the average of West Berkshire). 

 

 Mortimer is the 12th most deprived ward in West Berkshire (out of 30 Wards), with 13.4% of 

children at risk of living in poverty, compared with 9.5% across West Berkshire. 

 

 6.9% of the working age population claim benefits compared with 6.5% in West Berkshire.  

68.6% of the population aged 16 to 74 are in employment - lower than the average in West 

Berkshire. 

 

 The majority of people in employment (56%) are employed in managerial/professional/technical 

occupations, with 24% of workers in professional occupations. 

 

 15.5% of working age people in Mortimer have no formal qualifications. 
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 67.8% of children living in Mortimer achieved 5 GCSEs at grade A* to C (cf 61.5% across West 

Berkshire) and 76.5% of children living in Mortimer achieved the expected level of attainment at 

Key Stage 2 (67.4% across West Berkshire). 

 

 The average life expectancy at birth for males living in Mortimer is 80.3 years, and for females it 

is 85.9 years. 

 

 An estimated 22.3% of adults in Mortimer are obese, an estimated 14.4% of adults in Mortimer 

binge drink, and an estimated 34.7% of adults in Mortimer eat healthily. 

 

 There are a total of 2,427 dwellings in Mortimer.  The most common housing type is detached 

(39.5% of all housing) and the average household size is 2.4 people.  2.3% of housing in 

Mortimer is classified as needing one or more bedrooms more than it has in order to be 

adequately sized for the number of people living there. 

 

 62% of the population live in areas classified as ‘rural town and fringe’, and the remaining 38% 

in areas classified as ‘rural village and dispersed’. 

 

 There were 209 crimes recorded in Mortimer during 2013/14.  This equates to 35.7 crimes per 

1,000 people living in Mortimer - a rate that is lower than the average across West Berkshire. 

 

I can share the data with anyone interested. 

 

Atomic Weapons Establishment 
 
I attended an AWE Local Liaison Committee meeting this morning (8 March) at which a number of 
interesting topics were discussed, including the expanding apprenticeship programme, partial 
agreement on the pensions dispute, ongoing community projects, etc. 
 
Of particular interest locally will be the intended changes to the Emergency Planning Zone 
(previously the circular Detailed Emergency Planning Zone or DEPZ) around the Burghfield site 
(changes to the Aldermaston site’s area having already been agreed).  The AWE is due to report to 
the Office of Nuclear Regulation by June, with the ONR response due by the summer (both at the 
latest). 
 
WBC Traffic Management & Road Safety works programme 
 
Two projects identified in this programme are: 
 
Walk to school - safety project 
 
This is a project to look at a device that tracks pupils travelling to school and sends a confirmation to 
parents that their child has left home and arrived at school.  WBC are working on a project which, if 
it progresses, they would like to trail at The Willink for students travelling between Mortimer and 
The Willink.  (Further information can be obtained from Cheryl Evans, the WBC senior road safety 
officer.) 
 
Accident Investigation - Goring Lane 
 
This is hoped to be completed in the first half of the financial year.  Any improvements identified 
will either be incorporated this year (if low cost) or put forward to next year if there is a need to 
budget for a larger scheme. 
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M4 Junctions 12 to 13 
 
Long-term monitoring has found that the two bridges which carry the M4 over Ashampstead Road 
and Dark Lane, near Bradfield, require extensive repair due to chloride-induced corrosion.  Critical 
repairs are required to address the defects and ensure the structures remain in a safe and 
serviceable condition. 
 
As well as local road closures, there is a programme of closures of the M4 on three (or possibly four) 
weekends in April and May, plus lane restrictions on two weekends in July.  For more information 
visit www.highwaysengland.co.uk. 
 
Fly tipping 
 
I am told that, despite the withdrawal of the two Veolia planning applications and thus the delay to 
any expansion of the site to allow domestic waste to be disposed of (which I emphasise is yet to be 
decided), the quarter 3 (October to December 2016) fly-tip data show no significant increase in 
clearances. 
 
 

Parishes 
 
Beech Hill 
 
Trunkwell 

 

There has been a deal of correspondence regarding the appeal against WBC planning enforcement 

notices as well as some emails regarding noise.  

 

No doubt these items will be discussed at the parish council meeting on 14 March (for which I have 

given apologies as I am chairing a meeting in Newbury). 

 

Padworth 
 
Padworth waste site 
 
This week Veolia will start the first stage in the process of replacing the material within the bio-
filters for the in vessel composting (IVC) facility – these make up part of the system that 'cleans' the 
extracted air from the facility (to prevent unpleasant odours escaping from the building during the 
composting process the building is kept under pressure holding air inside, except that which is 
extracted to allow flow of clean air in to the building and to maintain the aerobic composting 
process).   
 
The media has to be changed every few years to prevent it becoming too degraded and to ensure 
that this work has minimal impact on local residents only one filter will be changed at a time which 
means that one is always working. Veolia have chosen this time of the year to complete the 
essential work due to the cold weather conditions and the low level of green waste inputs entering 
the facility. 
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Stratfield Mortimer 
 
Mortimer NDP 
 

The public consultation upon the WBC officers’ proposal for the NDP – namely that, subject to the 

agreement of WBC Councillors at our meeting on 9 May, it should progress to referendum – has 

commenced (as from Friday 3 March) and will run through to 17:00 on Tuesday 18 April. 

 

Details of the consultation, and the reasoning of officers, are available on the WBC website at 

http://info.westberks.gov.uk/smndp and hard copies of the consultation documents and 

representation form will also be available to view at the Council’s Market Street offices and in 

Mortimer Library. 

 

The form should be returned to planningpolicy@westberks.gov.uk or Planning Policy Team, Planning 

and Countryside, West Berkshire District Council, Market Street, Newbury, Berkshire, RG14 5LD.  

  
Monkey Puzzle Field 
 
As councillors will be aware, the appeal against the refusal of outline planning permission has been 
withdrawn. 
 
Budgens – application for erection of four apartments  
 
I have called this application into committee. 
 
St John’s School pedestrian crossing 
 
In the latest draft Traffic Management & Road Safety works programme this is still described as a 
potential project so I have contacted Glyn Davis (WBC Principal Engineer, Traffic Management & 
Road Safety) to put him in touch with the Clerk. 
 
Superfast Broadband 
 
BT have recently upgraded Cabinet 2 on the Mortimer Exchange, the capacity by an additional 41 
spaces. Some residents/businesses may be registered on the waiting list and presumably be 
contacted by their ISP. However, others may have been put off / frustrated and be in the dark about 
the recent upgrade.  
 
Residents/businesses can check which cabinet their property comes under by using BT’s wholesale 
checker website https://www.btwholesale.com/includes/adsl/main.html and then selecting an ISP 
of their choice from the list on the BT Openreach’s website 
https://www.homeandwork.openreach.co.uk/when-can-i-get-fibre.aspx.  
 
The Street 
 
Two things have come forward recently in relation to improving the road surface of The Street. 
 
First, there is a proposal within a revised 2017/18 section of the new WBC three-year highways 
programme, for a small section of The Street east of Kiln Lane to be “re-textured” - a safety scheme 
to improve skidding resistance - because of accidents having occurred in the wet.  This isn’t yet 
formally agreed, and the whole programme (covering the entire district) is due to be considered by 
the relevant portfolio holder on 14 March. 
 

mailto:planningpolicy@westberks.gov.uk
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More importantly, I had confirmation yesterday that, due to “the accelerated onset of failure that 
has occurred on The Street this winter” (I love highways officers’ language!), WBC have scheduled 
The Street to be resurfaced this spring/summer from Strawberry Fields to Pitfield Lane, and, if 
budgets allow to “try and include the section from Mortimer Lane to the mini-roundabout near to 
the Station as part of the works. However, if this is not possible, it will be considered for inclusion in 
next year’s programme.” 
 
The scheduled work will involve machine planing (removing the old surface) to a depth of 40mm 
throughout the scheme and replacing to the same levels with a new 40mm DBM (Dense Bituminous 
Macadam) surface course.  Once the existing poor material has been planed off, the contractors will 
also replace any further material that is deemed to be in poor condition (usually to a depth of a 
further 60mm, ie 100mm in total) before laying the 40mm DBM surface course. 
 
Ufton Nervet 
 
Play area 
 
I note that UNPC has requested a lease of the land in question and I have written to WBC supporting 
the proposal. 
 
Vehicle Activated Sign 
 
In the traffic management & road safety works programme referred to above, reference is made to 
the problems with the VAS having become a maintenance liability.  According to the programme, 
WBC will be taking advice from the supplier as to upgrades to resolve the issue. 

    

 
6 Correspondence & Clerks Report 

6.1 Items of correspondence received prior to meeting on 14th March 2017 

 

 Volunteer Bulletin 

 Action for All E-Bulletin 

 Rural Housing Spotlight 

 Compton Neighbourhood Area Designation notification. 

 Local Government News email 

 South Central Ambulance Charity update 

 Weekly Planning Lists 

 February Issue of “whats On” 

 NALC monthly newsletter 

 BBC2 looking for items to be repaired for a new show 

 Review of West Berkshire Warding arrangements 

 BALC newsletter 

 Launchpad – February newsletter 

 Rural News Digest 

 Marie Curie free will writing 

 Volunteer Opportunities in the “At Home” library service 

 Government Weekly News 

 Emails re Trunkwell Manor – planning  

 Rural weekly news 

 Emails re meeting for Grazeley Green possible development 

 Action for all – E-Bulletin, February issue 
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 BALC newsletter 

 Emails re Trunkwell House noise  

 Email re completion of redevelopment of West Berkshire Museum, 

Newbury 

 

7 Planning Applications 
7.1 To receive and comment on applications received 
              Application 17/00417/FUL  6 Bloomfieldhatch Lane.  The application was discussed,  
                 concerns were expressed as to whether this was already a residential dwelling. Cllr 
                 Mayes to provide a response to the Clerk. 

 

7.2 To receive notification of Planning Decisions from WBC 

              None received.  
               

 

8           Representatives on Outside Bodies: 
    
             8.1.1 BNAG – No update 
                            
             8.1.2 The Allotments Trust :  No report. 
 
             8.1.3        Memorial Hall:  No report 
 
             8.1.4        The Shop in the Church: There will be an Easter shopping day/evening on 6th April. 
 
             8.1.5         Thames Valley Police: No report 

 
9         Village Website 
 
            9.1 No report 
 
10 Public Session 

10.1 To take questions from the public – Hannah Callier expressed an interest in 
filling the vacant councillor position. A discussion was held and the proposal was 
approved subject to the completion of the mandatory formalities. 
 
ACTION: Clerk to check the formal process and advise councillors & Hannah Callier 
accordingly. 
 

11 Matters to Report 
           
              11.1 Parking at the Triangle – No further progress made.  PC to request to lease the 

triangle at peppercorn rate, so the PC can manage.  We would also enquire as to 
whether they would make a contribution towards the development of the piece of 
land, as had been previously indicated by James Hare 

                               
                              ACTION: Clerk to write to the Stratfield Saye estate. 
 
             11.2 Village Map – No progress advised in the absence of Cllr Edwards. 

 

           11.3 Trunkwell Manor – Update re planning / licencing 
 
               The enforcement appeal hearing is due to take place on 19th April.  An offer was  
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                              made from Mr Graham Bell, Solicitor for Trunkwell, to meet with WBC and the PC  
                              to discuss the matter and ascertain whether negotiations could take place. 
                              The PC have always supported the business of Trunkwell Manor, and  
                           supported the original application for the temporary marquee whilst the hotel was 
                           being extended.  Therefore the PC would support the erection of the marquees 
                           for the duration of building works, in order for the business to continue. 
 
                           WBC did not wish to have such meeting and therefore there is nothing further  
                           that the PC can do.  We will therefore await the outcome and remove this from the 
                           agenda.  
               
          11.4        Dog Waste bins: No update since last meeting. 
 
          11.5        New noticeboards: All present agreed that the noticeboards looked very nice.  Clerk 
is  
                          querying the height of the installation of the board opposite the pub, as it is too high. 
                          2 keys have been given to “the shop in the church” 1 to Cllr Plank and the clerk has 
the  
                          remaining 3 keys.   
                          It was agreed that any notices must be in the interest of Beech Hill and a notice of  
                          use will be placed on the noticeboard by the Clerk. Guidance will also be given to  
                          “The Shop in the Church” 
 

12 Finance 

  

              

 

Accounts for payment for meeting of 14th March 2017

Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

Miss H P Malyn Salary Feb / Mar 378.36£    100406

SSE Repair to street light 81.78£      100405

Greenbarnes Ltd Noticeboards 5,844.44£  100408

Total 6,304.58£  

 
             

13 Any other items that the Chairman decides are urgent as items of information 
13.1 To receive items from Parish Councillors for referral to future meetings or for the 

Clerk to action. 
 No further items. 

 
 

14 Next Parish Council Meeting 
 

14.1 The meeting closed @ 9pm. The date and time of the next Parish Council meeting 
is the Annual Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 11th April 2017 @ 7.30pm. 


