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BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Helen Malyn 

5 Chesterment Way, Lower Earley, Reading, Berkshire RG6 4HW 
Telephone 0118 311542 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 
website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT 7.30PM ON TUESDAY 10th JANUARY 2017 

  
 
PRESENT:  Cllrs: Chris Bridges (Acting Chair ), Geoff Mayes,  
                     Alison Edwards 
 
In attendance: District Councillors Graham Bridgman, Mollie Lock, Helen Malyn (clerk),  
2 members of the public. 
 
Declarations of Interest: members are reminded that declarations of interest should be made 
where appropriate. 
 
1 Apologies for absence 

1.1        Cllr Plank. The council were sorry to learn that Mr Martin Plank had suffered a  
              recent heart attack, but is now back at home and recuperating well following   
             surgery.   
             We wish him a speedy recovery and send our best wishes to both himself & Hayley. 
              Councillor Bridges will therefore take on the role of Chairman. 
 

2 Declarations of interest and dispensations: 
 
 2.1 To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 

None declared. 
            2.2  No written request received for dispensations for disclosure of pecuniary 
                              Interests. 
            2.3            No requests for dispensation need to be granted. 
 
  3         Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 
 

3.1       Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 15th November 2016 were 
            approved and signed. 
 

4 Matters to report: 
4.1 To receive an update on actions since the last meeting not appearing as agenda 

items: 
             A discussion was held regarding recent correspondence the clerk had received and 

circulated from WBC, concerning the shortfall in the library funding. 
 WBC are asking for contributions totalling £150,000 (£300 from Beech Hill). 
              BALC have advised Parishes that this is not mandatory, and consideration should be 

given, as this is not likely to be a one off contribution, but on an annual basis. 
             The general opinion was that the library in Mortimer is well used by residents, and if, 

by contributing to WBC, we may be able to retain this service, then it is worth 
making the contribution. 
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 It was therefor agreed that the Parish Council are willing to contribute the 
requested amount of £300. 

 

             ACTION: Clerk to liaise with WBC with regards to the payment. 

 

 

5          District Councillors reports 

5.1       To receive any report from the West Berkshire District Councillors 

 
  Report from Cllr Mollie Lock  

                
VEOLIA               
I am pleased to report that WBC Waste officers and Veolia are to reconvene the Padworth Liaison 

Group which met regularly when the Site was in the planning stage and being built. A meeting is to 

take place on 9th January at 6.00 just prior to the Parish meeting. Previous members of the group 

have been invited and the system to deal with complaints is still live. 

WBC’s applications are major and so automatically go to the EAP and are due to take place on 18th 

January; this is a public meeting and anyone wishing to speak must notify WBC by 16.00 on the day 

prior to the meeting 

Some Hampshire residents who live close to the Newbury site have just received permits to use the 

Newbury Waste site but those residents living in Tadley are not able to access the Padworth site.  

AWE 

With the AWE Liaison group I visited the Skills Academy and following the meeting we saw 

apprentices working under supervision and listened to both apprentices and graduates talking about 

their different experiences working in AWE . Every year the scheme is oversubscribed and next year 

it is planned to increase the number of young people offered a place and the new disciplines 

offered.    

UFTON BRIDGE 

The Bridge was officially opened on 16th December with the press, construction workers and some 

of those people who had been involved in the crash. It was a smooth drive over the bridge but there 

is still a lot of work on the landscaping. 

 SITE ALLOCATION PLAN 

This was examined by an Independent Planning inspector who recommended that a further 

consultation be carried out due to housing changes this is to run from 12th December to 30th January 

2017. 

    Parish Council Report for period up to 11 January 2017 
Cllr Graham Bridgman (West Berkshire Council, Mortimer Ward) 

 
 
 
I hope everyone had a good Xmas and New Year. 
 
 

West Berkshire Council 
 
Meetings 
 
WBC has not met since my last report. 
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There is to be a special meeting on 7 February 2017 to consider the review of Library Services (see 
below), to be preceded by a discussion session with the Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service’s 
Chief and Deputy Chief Fire Officers regarding the proposed changes to RBFRS (see 
www.rbfrs.co.uk/consultation). 
 
Members’ Community Bids 
 
A reminder that the deadline for submission in this latest round is 31 January, and that 100% 
funding is available for capital bids that support the devolution agenda – ie for parish councils to 
take on services traditionally provided by WBC. 
 
District / Parish Conference 
 
A reminder that this is on Tuesday 21 March, with an agenda including devolution and planning 
enforcement. 
 
 

Local Issues 
 
Ward generally 
 
Padworth Waste Site 
 
The two Veolia planning applications (to allow the centre to accept general rubbish from residents 
and to be open on weekday mornings) will come to the Eastern Area Planning Committee meeting 
on 18 January.  There have been a number of emails back and forth, particularly regarding traffic 
management issues. 
 
There was a Waste Site Liaison Group Meeting, and a meeting of Padworth PC, on 9 January at 
which various views were expressed.  I also sought the views of Beech Hill residents at the Beech Hill 
PC meeting yesterday (10 January).  I will do my best to express the various local opinions at the 
committee meeting. 
 
Ufton Nervet rail bridge 
 
The new bridge is now open and in use. 
 
Development 
 
Grazeley Garden Settlement 
 
On 2 January the locations of 14 'Garden Villages' (1,500 to 10,000 homes) and three ‘Garden 
Towns/Cities’ (more than 10,000 homes) were announced by HMG (to be added to the existing 
seven garden towns already announced). 
 
These announcements followed the prospectus and invitation to submit projects in “Locally-Led 
Garden Villages, Towns and Cities” (Department for Communities and Local Government, March 
2016) and it would appear therefore that Grazeley is not included in this round. 
 
So far as I can tell, the March 2016 prospectus did itself not include a timetable for any further 
round of bids.  However, the DCLG press release says: “Due to the high level of expressions of 
interest submitted in July 2016, the government has made an additional £1 million available this year 
for further development of other garden village proposals.  The government may run a further call 
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for expressions of interest in 2017 for other places with proposals for new garden villages.”  (Nb, that 
the Grazeley Garden Settlement would be a Garden Town, not a Garden Village, so this part of the 
release does not technically appear to relate to it.) 
 
So, where does this leave the Grazeley project? 
 
My personal view is that the Grazeley Garden Settlement is/was/would be dependent upon 
government infrastructure funding to be viable (from the January announcement: “The new garden 
projects will also have access to infrastructure funding programmes across government, such as the 
new £2.3 billion Housing Infrastructure Fund announced at this year’s Autumn Statement.”).  
Whether (and if so when) the promoters might bring forward similar or other high-level proposals, 
and whether relating to all of the land in question or some of it, is moot, but any project of this scale 
is, in my view, going to have to have government funding behind it.  The other question is whether 
any of the land might be put forward in response to the call for sites in one or other of the councils’ 
HELAAs – see below. 
 
West Berkshire Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA) - Call for Sites 
 
Don’t you just love planning acronyms – HSADPD, NDP, SHMA, OAN, etc, and now HELAA. 
 
The HELAA is a key evidence document which supports the preparation of Local Plans.  Its purpose is 
to test whether there is sufficient land to meet objectively assessed need and identify where this 
land may be located. 
 
A HEELA does not allocate land for development - that is the role of the Local Plan.  Including a 
suitable site with identified development potential within a HELAA does not confer any planning 
status on the site, nor does the HEELA determine whether a site should be allocated or given 
planning permission for development. The inclusion of a site as ‘suitable’ in an assessment does not 
imply or guarantee that it will be allocated, nor that planning permission would be granted should 
an application be submitted for consideration. 
 
As part of the process towards a development plan to cover the period up to 2036, and because it 
needs to maintain an up-to-date picture of the amount of land that is available for new 
development - including land for housing, WBC is preparing for a HEELA and thus inviting 
landowners, developers and others to submit potential development sites for consideration. 
 
From the WBC notification: “The period for submission of sites is 23 December 2016 to 31 March 
2017. Although it will be possible for sites to continue to be submitted after this time, they may not 
be able to inform the next Local Plan.  They can however be considered again in future updates to 
the Local Plan or by parishes preparing Neighbourhood Development Plans.   
 
Please note that the identification of sites does not imply that the Council considers that the site is 
suitable for development, either now or in the future.  It cannot be taken as representing either an 
intention to allocate these sites, or as a material consideration in the determination of a planning 
application.  Potential sites that have been identified in the HELAA will be further tested through the 
Local Plan-making process including Sustainability Appraisal/ Strategic Environmental Assessment, 
several stages of public participation and independent examination. Sites will only be allocated 
through the new Local Plan.” 
 
Mortimer Station 
 
I referred last month to the statements in the Grazeley Expression of Interest to a need “to clarify … 
the ability to procure commitment from Network Rail for a new railway station at Grazeley” and 
“Improve, upgrade or move Mortimer station; or investigate rail provision in relation to Green 
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Park”, plus a note from Burghfield PC note that this would necessitate the closure of Mortimer 
station: “it seems you cannot have two station as close together as this on the same line”. 
 
Even if Grazeley is not progressing immediately (or not in the form proposed), I still wanted to know 
whether the Reading to Basingstoke line is capable of accommodating a new station (eg at Grazeley) 
and keeping the station at Mortimer (and, if it was said not to be so, to test that assertion).  To this 
end I emailed (and then chased) Network Rail and received the following recently (words in italics 
are additions/substitutions by me): 
 

“To give a definitive answer to your question would require some fairly detailed analysis 
which would form part of the development work to investigate a new station.  It is however 
true that one of the challenges with the Reading to Basingstoke rail corridor is the mix of 
non-stop freight and CrossCountry passenger services combined with the stopping 
passenger services which are necessarily much slower. 
 
Page 125 of the Western Route Study (www.networkrail.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2016/11/ Western-Route-Study-Final-1.pdf) explains the strategy to 
harmonise speeds along this corridor as much as is practicable to maximise capacity.  Every 
additional stop increases the difference in speed between the stopping passenger services 
and the non-stop trains until it is necessary to decelerate the non-top services with negative 
impact on their reliability and revenue. 
 
Having noted the above, which would suggest our strategy should be to serve the proposed 
developed (sic) by connections to Mortimer station and the new station at Green Park, 
there are changes to the system which may allow a fourth station to be included on the 
Reading to Basingstoke section (nb, subsequently clarified as the Southcote Junction to 
Basingstoke section, ie excluding Reading West station – the Reading to Southcote Junction 
section has different capacity parameters) such as the electrification of the line.  Electric 
rolling stock can accelerate faster and ameliorate some of the impact of additional stops on 
journey times. 
 
I do not therefore believe there is a definitive answer available to your query with the 
information we have available but it is true to say that adding a further stop on this line will 
cause a capacity challenge which may require additional infrastructure to resolve.  
Relocation of the station at Mortimer so that it can serve a dual purpose may be one of the 
options to consider.” 

 
So, perhaps we now have a better idea of Network Rail’s current thinking, should there be another 
proposal involving a station at (eg) Grazeley. 
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Mortimer Library 
 
All parish councils in West Berkshire have been approached to contribute towards funding the 
library service to the tune of £150k in total, the amount sought being calculated by reference to 
population (as at mid-2014), with the largest amount locally being sought from Stratfield Mortimer 
(£3,735), followed by Padworth (£855), Wokefield (£435), Ufton Nervet (£315) and Beech Hill 
(£300). 
 
There was a meeting between the Stratfield Mortimer PC Library Working Group, officers from 
WBC, the portfolio holder (Cllr Dominic Boeck) and me, on 3 January, that discussed the proposals 
and contribution sought from SMPC, how any arrangement might be formalised, how a volunteer 
rota might be organised, etc.  This will be discussed at the SMPC meeting tomorrow (12 January).  It 
will be noted from my comment above that WBC meets to discuss the library service on 7 February. 
 
 
Mortimer to Willink walking route – Goring Lane crossing 
 
There has been a deal of discussion (eg on Facebook) regarding recent accidents on Goring Lane and 
the extent to which these affect (if at all) the assessment of the crossing as part of the “available 
route” (to use WBC’s assessment) on the one hand and the speed limit along the road on the other.  
I have sought a fresh assessment of the speed limit (there having been  a review in 2015 on the 
application of Wokefield PC) and got the following response: “We have carried out numerous speed 
limit reviews on Goring Lane including it being reviewed twice in 2015.  We would not normally 
reconsider a site for a further review for a minimum period of three years”. 
 
I pressed the point with regard to the accident record and this is the answer received: “The crossing 
on Goring Lane was assessed using national guidelines for assessing walking routes to school.  The 
assessment takes into account factors such as speed, traffic volume, and visibility.  The assessment 
concluded that the crossing point on Goring Lane was acceptable.  We do not have the details of the 
accident that occurred in the vicinity of the crossing point and do not expect to receive these until 
February.  When we do, we will look at the causation factors and if any engineering factors are 
identified they will be fully investigated.” 
 
 

Parishes 
 
Beech Hill 
 
I was very sorry to hear of Cllr Plank’s heart attacks and wish him a speedy recovery. 
 
Padworth 
 
Clearly the Veolia application has been uppermost in much of my involvement with Padworth PC 
over the last month, as referred to above. 
 
I was very interested in the speed monitoring hardware/software (proposed to be a three-parish 
joint effort) discussed at the meeting on Monday (9 January) and, if this goes ahead, the experience 
might be of interest to other parishes 
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Stratfield Mortimer 
 
St Mary’s School Ofsted inspection 
 
Warm congratulations to the Headteacher, staff, pupils, parents and governors upon the outcome: 
“This school continues to be good”.  Having been a school governor previously for many years I know 
how much effort goes into achieving such a result. 
 
Monkey Puzzle Field 
 
I see that this is on the agenda for tomorrow (12 January) and I have been in correspondence with 
Cllr Wingfield and Tennant Barber, as well as residents.  I have submitted a representation against 
the appeal and welcome Cllr Butcher’s note. 
 
Play equipment at Alfred Palmer Memorial Field (members’ bid) 
 
Cllr Lock and I have been in contact with Cllr Jones regarding progressing this and I will leave her 
(Cllr Jones) to inform SMPC about developments and the possible need to spend further sums on 
groundworks/fencing etc, and possible funding sources including a revision of the current award, a 
further members’ bid, and a WBC parish plan grant application. 
 
St John’s School Zebra Crossing 
 
I note the email to the Clerk dated yesterday (10 January) from Glyn Davis (WBC Principal Engineer, 
Traffic Management & Road Safety) and the road safety audit attached: 
 

“Further to your site meeting with my Senior Engineer, Chris Vidler on Wednesday 19th 
October 2016 I can confirm that an independent Stage 1 & 2 Road Safety Audit has now 
been undertaken and I have attached a copy for your information. 
 
The items flagged up by the safety audit such as surface water ponding, the high friction 
surface treatment, the tactile paving and the location of the existing school flashing signs 
would all be incorporated within the final detail design for the proposed works. 
 
The existing fairground stile does not form part of the public highway so permission to alter 
it as part of the proposed works would need to be granted by the relevant landowner. 
 
The street lighting for the proposed works has been designed by a qualified street lighting 
engineer in accordance with current street lighting guidance BS5489 and LTN 1/95 and 
meets the minimum standard required to provide a safe pedestrian crossing location for all 
road users. For this reason it will not be possible to install a zebra crossing facility without 
the level of street lighting as indicated in the attached Drawing No:TM/246/001B. 
 
Whilst I fully understand that the issue of introducing additional street lighting is a 
contentious issues it is however nonetheless imperative that West Berkshire Council as the 
appointed highway authority provides the safest facility possible for all road users. 
 
Moving forward the proposed works could take up to 14 days to complete and given the 
close proximity to St John’s School I would be aiming at undertaking the works during the 
school holidays and the week commencing Monday 10th April would appear to be a suitable 
date. 
 
For this reason I would be grateful for a decision either way by January 31st .This would 
allow for me to start programming the works should you wish to proceed with the scheme.” 
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Cllr Bridgman asked for general opinions regarding the proposals for the Padworth site. Opinions 
were positive regarding both the overall site and the helpfulness of those who work there.  The only 
criticism was that it was too small, so the proposals to increase its size were welcome. 

 
6 Correspondence & Clerks Report 

6.1 Items of correspondence received prior to meeting on 10th January 2017 

 

 Whats On – monthly Update 

 Swallowfield Community Responders Update for November 

 Rural Economy Spotlight Update 

 Action for All – E-Bulletin 

 Royal Berkshire Council Library review 

 Parish Online – December newsletter 

 Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue consultation 

 West Berkshire HELAA – call for sites document 

 Precept submission request 

 WBC request for contribution towards library services 

 BALC email contradiction of WBC library contribution email 

 Speed limit review notification 

 Rural Affordable Housing Training (February) 

 Winter Issue of Upstream 

 Application 16/02712/FULD – Change of use of building & land from agriculture to 

residential – Wood Lane – Application refused. 

 Cold Weather warning alert 

 January edition of “Whats On” 

 Email from Shinfield PC proposing  meeting to discuss the development in Grazeley 

Green 

 Swallowfield Responders December update 

 

 

6.2  Noticeboard Update / Parish Plan Grant 

       The Clerk advised that the Parish Plan Grant application had been successful, and the 

       noticeboards are in the process of being manufactured.  

6.3   Approval of Bulpits grass cutting quotation. 

        The cuts have increased by £1 each across the board.  Councillors voted to approve the 

        quotation dated 5th December 2016 and instructed the clerk to accept the quotation. 

              

                     Cllr Bridges asked the clerk to send a letter of thanks to David Cripps for keeping the  

                     hedges trimmed on the Englefield Estate. He will forward details. 

 

            6.4    Approval of Precept for 2017/18 

                     The Clerk had provided details of the breakdown of the precept for the coming year. It  

                      was proposed that the precept figure requested remain the same as for 2016. 

                      The Clerk was instructed to submit the application to WBC.  

 

 

7 Planning Applications 
7.1 To receive and comment on applications received 
              None received 
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7.2 To receive notification of Planning Decisions from WBC 

              16/02712/FULD – change of use of agricultural land to residential use at 

              Wood Lane – Application refused. 

 

8           Representatives on Outside Bodies 

   

    

8.1.1 BNAG – No update 

                            

             8.1.2 The Allotments Trust :  No report. 

 

             8.1.3   Memorial Hall:   

                        Hannah Callier reported as follows: 
               Porch Alterations 

- The memorial hall is currently looking at plans to improve the hall entrance. The proposed 
plans are enclosed. The aim of the alterations are to not only provide shelter from the 
weather whilst entering the hall, especially while opening for customers and waiting to 
enter, but also to improve access for disabled visitors and provide additional space for much 
needed storage. 

- The next stage is to submit the attached plans to the council to gain planning approval. 
- Once approval has been granted the Hall Trustees will look at the funds required and grants 

available to complete the necessary work. 
 
               Marketing 

- A joint marketing approach with the Village Shop will get underway this month. Although 
this has been in the pipeline for a little while other commitments have prevented this from 
progressing.  

- We are now aiming to have material ready for submission into the Loddon Reach magazine 
for the March issue (submission cut-off first week Feb).  

- This will focus on using the hall for business meetings during normal working hours and 
promoting the food services available from the shop to cater any meetings or events. 

 
              Christmas Party 

- The 2016 Children’s Christmas Party was once again well received by the community. 
- Santa’s visit, the film “Arthur” and fun games attracted over 15 children with both 

participants and parents giving the event positive feedback. 
- Thanks go to those who helped organise and run the day.   

 

             8.1.4 The Shop in the Church 

 

             The shop had another successful Christmas, with the very well attended   
             shopping evening followed by our extremely popular gingerbread house  
             decorating event in which 21 gingerbread houses were superbly decorated  
             with lots of icing and sweets by all the local children and most importantly  
             supplying many of the village with their turkey and vegetables for Christmas  
             day. 
             We continue to support our local farmer by selling his lamb as well as other   
             local businesses such as two hoots cheese and village maid. 
             We have had to change our newspaper delivery arrangements due to a   
             change of management at 3 mile cross, we now supply magazines to collect  
             from the shop and all newspapers are delivered for us directly to the      
             customer. 



 

 

 

Parish Council Meeting 10th January 2017 Page 10 of 11 

             We recently attended a forum led by the Plunkett foundation to assist shops  
             with recruiting volunteers and retaining them, as a result of this we hope to  
             be one of the shops they choose to work with as a result of a lottery funded  
             grant they have been provided with to assist community shops. Additionally 
             we have requested that  the plunkett foundation team carry out a “ business  

                                       health check” in order to ensure we are running the shop efficiently and   
             effectively, this is a service they offer which looks at all aspects of the shop and  
             offers guidance and support  where needed. This is purely a good practice  
             exercise which the shop management felt would be a beneficial service to use. 
 
                      8.1.5 Thames Valley Police: No report  
 
9         Village Website 

9.1      No information received, but the Chairman expressed his thanks to Peter & 
David Simpson for their work on the website.  The Parish Council now also have a 
facebook page, which can be accessed via the website. 
 

10 Public Session 
10.1 To take questions from the public – no questions asked 
 

11 Matters to Report 
           
            11.1 Parking at the Triangle – No update at this time. 
 
           11.2 Village Map – Cllr Bridges advised that he and Cllr Plank have investigated  
                           The possibility of hiring a drone to take pictures over the Beech Hill village 
                           to get a better picture of the area.  Hannah Callier advised that her husband is 
                           a private pilot, so possibly could take someone up to take pictures. 
                           Hannah Callier will liaise with Cllr Plank, once he is recovered. 

 

           11.3 Trunkwell Manor – Update re planning / licencing 
 
               The licence review for Trunkwell Manor took place and Cllr Mayes spoke     
                           on behalf of Beech Hill.  There were reductions of opening hours  
                           enforced, but the licence was approved and for renewal every 3  months. 
               
 
          11.4        D.P.D including Clappers Farm- to be taken off agenda. 
 
          11.5         Flood Warden – Cllr Mayes has agreed to be the flood warden representative for  
                          Beech Hill. 
 
          11.6        Speed Limit Review – Cllr Bridges reported that the VAS sign in Beech Hill Road is  
                         faulty. 
                         ACTION: Clerk to report this to the Highways Authorities. 
 

          11.7      Dog Waste Bins – Hannah Callier has received a quotation of £200 per metal bin, plus  
                         an installation fee of £50 per bin.  The maintenance fee appears to be £37 per  
                         annum. Hannah Callier will clarify this and ask for the cost of plastic bins. 
                         Proposed sites are Roadside of village pond, Village Green, Track between fields in  
                         Wood Lane & footpath opposite Beech Hill village. 
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12 Finance 

  

               12.1 Cheques authorised for payment: 

 

 

Accounts for payment for meeting of 10th January 2017

Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

Miss H P Malyn Salary Dec / Jan 378.36£    100401

Miss H P Malyn Exp - print cartridges 36.90£      100402

SLCC Annual Clerk membership 55.00£      100403

Total 470.26£    

 
             

13 Any other items that the Chairman decides are urgent as items of information 
13.1 To receive items from Parish Councillors for referral to future meetings or for the 

Clerk to action. 
 No further items. 

 
 

14 Next Parish Council Meeting 
 

14.1 The meeting closed @ 9pm. The date and time of the next Parish Council meeting 
is Tuesday 14th March 2017  @ 7.30pm 

 


