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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH 
OF BEECH HILL HELD IN THE MEMORIAL HALL, BEECH HILL, ON 

TUESDAY, 12th April 2016  
COMMENCING AT 7.30pm AND CONCLUDED AT 9.45pm 

 
Present:   Martin Plank, Chairman of the Parish Council,  
    together with  9 residents of the Parish, and 
    Helen Malyn, Clerk to the Parish Council 
 

   
         

Report givers: 
 
Hayley Sheridan Beech Hill Allotment Trust 
Cllr Graham Bridgman                West Berkshire Council 
Cllr Mollie Lock West Berkshire Council 
Peter Simpson Village website 
Sam Moore The Shop in the Church 
Will Anstice St Marys Church 
Keith Leedham Beech Hill Baptist Church 
Fleur Howles Beech Hill Memorial Hall 
PS Mick Adams Thames Valley Police 
Kathryn Rossiter Chief Executive, Thrive 
Andrea King Brilliant Berkshire 
 
 

1 APOLOGIES:  
 
Cllr Alison Edwards 
 
                
2 MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish held on 9th June 2015, having 
been previously circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as a 
correct record.  Copies were available on the beechhillvillage.co.uk website or 
from the Clerk.  
 
3 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Beech Hill Parish Council – Chairman’s Annual Report – April 2016 
 
Good evening everyone and welcome to the Beech Hill Village 2016 Annual 
Parish Meeting. 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting is of course not a meeting of the Council but instead 
the yearly meeting of all local organisations and volunteer groups to celebrate 
and record their achievements as well as to debate current issues.  



Beech Hill APM.      Page 2 of 21       12th April 2016 

 
As this evening progresses we will hear from various individuals who represent 
their own organisations. Although questions can be asked, via the Chair, it should 
at all times be respected that the individuals are only representatives of their own 
committees and as such they will only be able to answer certain questions. If the 
details required are unavailable tonight or the individual feels they are more 
relevant to their committee, they can be followed up by either contacting the 
organisation direct or by attending their next meeting.   
 
I will start the meeting by providing you with a summary of the matters dealt with 
by the Beech Hill Parish Council since the last year’s Annual Parish Meeting, 
which was held on the 9th June 2015. 
 
During the intervening time the BHPC has held five public meetings. The 
Councilors who have acted during this period have consisted of myself as 
chairman, Chris Bridges as vice-chairman, Alison Edwards, and Geoff Mayes. 
 
Minutes of each meeting are published on the village website which provide more 
detail of the individual actions, but these have principally been as follows:- 
 
1. Reviewing and commenting on planning applications. 
2. Maintaining the street lighting. 
3. Liaising with other organisations concerning the use of WBC grants. 
4. Communicating with the community on local issues. 
5. Making representations to West Berkshire Council and our local town  

councillors on relevant matters. 
6. Supporting other local community driven organisations 
7. Providing a representative on the Burghfield and Neighbourhood Action 

Group. 
 
As mentioned before, the detail can be found within each set of minutes but 
notable matters covered by the above were, working in conjunction with the 
Beech Hill Allotments Trust (and with use of a WBC grant), the fencing of the 
playground area.  
 
We also spent considerable time responding to WBC’s proposed final draft of 
their Development Plan Document or DPD, which included the use of a 
substantial area of land at Clappers Farm as an area of search for a possible site 
for the settlement of gypsies and travellers.  
 
Despite the representations made by both the BHPC, along with a considerable 
number of local residents, concerning the failure of WBC to enter into any form of 
prior consultation with all interested stakeholders, as WBC previously promised, 
or to actually identify a site WBC have nonetheless recently decided to proceed 
with the submission of the DPD, without any amendment to the proposal to use 
Clappers Farm as an area of search. It will be interesting to see what reaction 
and decision is eventually made by the Planning Inspectorate to this lack of 
consultation and the failure to actually pinpoint a site. 
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In addition, continuing on from the previously reported numerous local complaints 
concerning noise etc at Trunkwell House, we once again spent an inordinate 
amount of time trying to establish with WBC the extent of both the licensing and 
planning consents applicable to the operation of Trunkwell House Mansion Hotel 
and also more particularly the use of its marquees.      
 
Unfortunately due to the many departments and differing individuals engaged by 
WBC to look after the various aspects of concern this matter has not, as yet, had 
a particularly successful outcome. 
 
The noise issue should have been addressed by the issue by the Court of a 
Noise Abatement Notice putting the owner of the operation on notice that any 
further disturbances could lead to substantial fines. This though doesn’t appear to 
have totally curbed the problem and as it would now seem the Trunkwell House 
ownership has recently changed hands the Council is currently unsure whether 
the Abatement Notice is still relevant. 
 
During the course of our communications with WBC it was discovered that the 
Marquees did not have planning permission and although, after much delay, the 
site owner did submit a retrospective application for consent this was refused by 
WBC. The refusal should have resulted in the dismantling of the Marquees, 
which hasn’t yet happened and in fact the Council is aware that a further annex 
was subsequently erected. 
 
Establishing the licencing position has also proved difficult with somewhat 
unhelpful and misleading responses having been received from WBC. Councilor 
Graham Bridgeman thankfully assisted the Council as much as he could with 
arguing the legal niceties of what we believed the licencing position to be, but 
regrettably WBC appear to be entrenched in the position that a rogue site plan, 
which no one at WBC can identify where, when or why it should be on their 
licencing file, nonetheless dictates that a sufficient area is covered that the 
Marquees are licensed. 
 
The Council remains so grossly dissatisfied with WBC’s handling of this and 
other matters, that a meeting has been arranged for later this week between 
Chris Bridges and I to discuss them with WBC’s CEO. The outcome of this 
meeting will be reported at the next BHPC meeting.  
 
The Council is largely funded by its annual precept grant received from WBC and 
forming part of the local Council Tax. Within this funding we have made provision 
to spend monies on village projects, and in particular those that were previously 
identified in the drafting of the Village Plan. In this respect the Council would 
welcome suggestions as to what particular project these monies should be spent 
on. 
 
Thank you for your attention.   
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4 PARISH COUNCIL’S INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
 2013-2014 (APPENDIX 1) 
 
A copy of the Parish Council’s Income and Expenditure Accounts for the period 
1st April 2015 to 31st March 2016, as approved by the Parish Council at its 
meeting on Tuesday, 12th April 2016, and presented as Appendix 1, was received 
and noted.  The Parish Council accounts can be viewed as part of the annual 
audit procedure – please see the village website or notice boards for relevant 
dates and times. 
 
5 REPORT OF WEST BERKSHIRE COUNCILLORS 
 
Cllr Graham Bridgman (Mortimer Ward) gave his report:   
 

Introduction 
 
This report is an edited digest of my reports to the Parish Council over the last year, with recent 
updates where relevant. 
 
By way of an introduction, I am married to Joan and we have two grown up daughters, with two 
grandchildren.  We have lived in West Berkshire for over 30 years, and in Mortimer for the last 
17 years.  I sit on the following committees/panels of West Berkshire Council: Eastern Area 
Planning Committee; Governance and Ethics Committee; Appeals Panel; and Standards and 
Effectiveness Panel (due to be renamed Schools and Children Centre Liaison Panel).  I also 
attend Corporate Parenting Panel meetings from time to time. 
 
Locally I am on the AWE Local Liaison Committee and the Padworth Common Advisory 
Committee, and I am also a substitute for the Wokefield Common Advisory Committee. 
 
 

West Berkshire Council 
 
This is very much a brief and broad sweep through some of the workings of West Berkshire 
Council meetings since my report to your last Annual Meeting in June 2015: 
 
Housing Site Allocations Development Plan Document - the DPD - and Clappers Farm  
 
In November 2015 there was a special meeting of the Council to consider (to give it its full title) 
the Proposed Submission Housing Site Allocations Development Plan Document, otherwise “the 
DPD”.  This was attended by a sizeable number of the public, principally two sets of protestors 
concerned with a proposed site in Thatcham and proposed sites in Calcot/Tilehurst. 
 
As I said to that meeting, I am fortunate in representing (together with Cllr Lock) a ward for 
which, whilst it contains two settlement boundaries (Mortimer and Aldermaston Wharf), the 
reference to housing allocation is via the Mortimer Neighbourhood Development Plan.  So, 
unlike all other specified settlement boundaries within West Berkshire, where the DPD will 
allocate sites for new development, in Mortimer site allocation will be made through the NDP 
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(assuming that it is adopted following the current scrutiny processes and a local referendum 
later this year). 
 
Having said this, the significant item for Beech Hill was the changes to the Gypsies, Travellers & 
Travelling Showpeople part of the DPD, since these affect the previous proposals for Clappers 
Farm.  As I said to the meeting referred to above: “I want to welcome the change in the Gypsies, 
Travellers and Travelling Showpeople part of the plan to moving from the “Clappers Farm site” 
to the “Clappers Farm area of search” as described in the papers.  Officers will be aware of the 
views expressed locally, and regarding the legal position as it relates to parts of the land, so I 
look forward to a continued dialogue as we move towards 2021 and that particular delivery 
timescale”. 
 
The submission by Beech Hill Parish Council to the DPD consultation process, viz (in brief) that 
the change from a site to an area of search meant that WBC hadn’t consulted properly seemed 
to me to be a powerful argument and precisely what is eventually proposed will, I know, be 
scrutinised closely by your local representatives. 
 
Planning generally 
 
It may be useful to mention here that, as part of the DPD referred to above, a new Housing in 
the Countryside policy will be adopted.  The new policy deserves to be fully read, but to quote 
from it: 
 

“There is a presumption in favour of development and redevelopment within the 
settlement boundaries of (list of specified settlements including Mortimer and 
Aldermaston Wharf).  

There will be a presumption against new residential development outside of the 
settlement boundaries. Exceptions to this are limited to rural exception housing 
schemes, conversion of redundant buildings, housing to accommodate rural workers 
and extension to or replacement of existing residential units. All proposals will need to 
satisfy the other policies in this section of the Plan. In settlements in the countryside 
with no defined settlement boundary, limited infill development may be considered 
where:-  

i. It is within a closely knit cluster of 10 or more existing dwellings adjacent to, or 
fronting an existing highway; and  

ii. The scale of development consists of infilling a small undeveloped plot 
commensurate with the scale and character of existing dwellings within an 
otherwise built up frontage; and  

iii. It does not extend the existing frontage; and  

iv. The plot size and spacing between dwellings is similar to adjacent properties 
and respects the rural character and street scene of the locality.  

Planning permission will not be granted where a proposal harms or undermines the 
existing relationship of the settlement within the open countryside, where it contributes 
to the character and distinctiveness of a rural area, including the natural beauty of the 
AONB or where development would have an adverse cumulative impact on the 
environment or highway safety.”  
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2016/17 Budget 
 
The eventual local government settlement was awful for Berkshire generally, and West 
Berkshire specifically.  After Rutland, Wokingham was the hardest hit unitary authority in 
England, followed by West Berkshire and then by Windsor & Maidenhead. 
 
West Berkshire Council was initially working towards a savings target of £10.8m based on a 
predicted 25% reduction in funding.  However, the Local Government Finance Settlement 
announced just prior to Christmas resulted in the revenue support grant being cut by 44% with 
no sign as to when the promised business rates retention will be forthcoming (the Council hands 
over £84m to HMG regarding business rates collected and gets £17m back – a £67m shortfall).  
The result was a need (prior to any relief or increases in council tax) to reduce spending by 
£18.9m. 
 
The goalposts then shifted again because, after much lobbying, transitional relief was 
announced by the Government resulting in a reduction of £1.4m in the savings for each of the 
next two years.  Even so, and even with council tax increases of a 1.99% basic increase (the 
maximum allowed without a council-wide referendum), plus the full 2% adult social care precept 
announced by the Chancellor in the Autumn Statement, having been agreed, the budget saving 
needed for 2016/17 is £14.3m so a range of council services and subsidies will disappear. 
 
The particular savings issues locally are the proposals for Mortimer Library and the removal of 
certain bus service subsidies. 
 
At the WBC meeting on 24 March 2016, the relevant Executive Member said that the 
recommendation was to use £475k of transition funding to support the library service.  She said 
that the recommendation was to retain seven static libraries, including Mortimer Library, and 
one mobile, together with the At Home service (which delivers books via volunteers to 
customers who are unable to get to a library).  In the retained branch libraries it is planned to 
install self-service and self-access technologies, allowing customers to let themselves into a 
library at certain controlled times when no staff are present, to borrow and return books, read 
or study, and use the public computers. 
 
Despite the significant staffing savings, there would be contributions needed from communities 
to help bridge the gap between what can be saved by the service initiatives and the original 
savings target, and there are to be further meetings with Town and Parish councils and 
community interest groups to give more focus as to how the transition funding can be used to 
develop a model for effective partnerships. 
 
Regarding public transport, the original plan was to remove both the 75 and 154 services.  
However, at the meeting on 24 March, the relevant Executive Member announced that 
discussions were underway with the intention of retaining a service to Beech Hill, with the 154 
as the preferred option. 
 
 

Local Issues 
 
Trunkwell 
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A main topic in my inbox so far as BHPC is concerned has been correspondence with councillors, 
particularly Martin Plank and Chris Bridges, and with WBC Planning and Licensing Departments 
regarding Trunkwell Mansion.  The current state of affairs is that a meeting is due between the 
Chief Executive of WBC and councillors, and between one of WBC’s planning enforcement 
officers and the owners.  I await the outcome of those meetings. 
 
Ufton Nervet Rail Bridge 
 
As you will be aware the Eastern Area Planning Committee of the Council approved the plans for 
a bridge in August 2015.  The design and procurement processes have moved forward and 
preliminary work has begun.  It is intended that there will be a visitor centre on site. 
 
Superfast Broadband 
 
Following a competitive procurement, Gigaclear plc (an Abingdon company focussed on building 
and operating ultrafast, fibre to the premise broadband networks) was selected for West 
Berkshire and a contract was signed to provide superfast broadband services to all of the 11,748 
West Berkshire premises identified by open market review in July 2014 as not being scheduled 
to receive superfast broadband services, either from commercial broadband deployment, or 
from the phase 1 of the Superfast Berkshire project. 
 
The project is being supported by £3.734m of state aid subsidy (made up of £1.475m of Council 
funding, £392k of Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) funding and £1.862m BDUK grant), with 
Gigaclear investing £16.08m into the project.  The project has commenced and is due to 
complete by the end of next year. 
 
LED Street Lighting Project 
 
This project has two aspects: replacement of existing lanterns only, and complete replacement 
of the lamp column and lantern.  Costing £7.2m (with Department of Transport funding of £5m 
from the council’s successful Challenge Fund Bid) 10,000 non LED street lights (excluding 
heritage/conservation lighting) and 3,500 lighting columns are due to be replaced, with an 
anticipated reduction in energy consumption of over 50% (maximised by fitting of a remote 
monitoring system) and long term savings across the board. 
 
Firlands judicial review 
 
On 16 February 2016, WBC lost the case that sought to overturn the decision by the Planning 
Inspectorate to allow this planning application (90 homes outside the Burghfield settlement 
boundary) despite WBC’s original refusal to grant permission. 
 
Whilst disappointing for Burghfield Common we are told that the judgment will not have an 
impact on how the Council processes future planning applications given the publication of the 
Strategic Market Housing Assessment and the Preferred Housing Sites Allocations DPD - legal 
advice is that the decision does not affect current or future planning applications. 
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Graham Bridgman 
Graham.Bridgman@westberks.gov.uk 
0118 933 1707 
 

Cllr Mollie Lock gave her report 
 
TRANSPORT 

I have been speaking to the transport officers and at the moment the 75 will only continue 

until early summer but negotiations with bus services are still on going to find other 

solutions.  The 154 costs £5205 a year split between Wokingham, Basingstoke and WBC 

so if all three continued to support this service our cost would be £1735. I have asked 

WBC if they could find this small amount - they asked if Beech Hill could help to raise 

this amount. 

Free Home to school transport for pupils living in Beech Hill to The Willink School will 

continue as the distance is over three miles. 

SCHOOLS 

The recent Government White Paper stated that they want all schools to become an 

Academy by 2020 and funded directly by the Secretary of State who would then also take 

of the buildings and playing fields away from the ownership of the local authorities. Once 

they owned the buildings and land they could do as they wish with them including 

passing them to be run by a company or trust and this is controversial so their plan may 

not be passed by either Parliament or the Lords. Church of England and Catholic could 

form their own trusts but the local authority would have to care and educate the higher 

needs children. In WBC only two primary schools have become an Academy and that 

was not by their choice.      

 VISIT BY NICK CARTER 

The CE is due to come to Mortimer Ward on 5th May and Graham and I will take him 

round the ward to familiarise him with the ward, pointing out concerns including 

transport issues, roads and community facilities. We will also point out how communities 

have worked together to raise money to enhance their village. 

BRILLIANT BERKSHIRE 

I remind you that last time I told you there is a pot of money which the Parish or group of 

residents can apply for to fund a project to benefit their community. 

Mollie Lock 

10/4/2016 

 
 
 

mailto:Graham.Bridgman@westberks.gov.uk
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6 REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BEECH HILL    
 ALLOTMENTS TRUST (CHARITY NO 237201) 
 
Ms Hayley Sheridan, as Chairman to the Trust provided the following report: 
 
During the year the Allotments Trust (AT) has continued to maintain the village green and the 
grazing land to the rear of Park View. 
 
Following the installation of the embankment slide and monkey bars in 2014, no new 
playground equipment has been added, however, the old see saw was condemned after the last 
inspection of the equipment by Wicksteed and was removed to allow the erection of fencing 
around the immediate play area.  
 
The new fencing was kindly provided by means of a grant with the purpose of preventing fouling 
in the playground area and for safety purposes. The AT would like to thank the Parish Council 
and in particular, Alison Edwards, for their assistance and efforts in securing the funding for this 
project. 
 
The Parish Council has forwarded a request from some of the children in the village for the AT to 
consider replacing the see saw. Additionally, there has been a request for seating/picnic table on 
the green and the AT hope to at least provide seating as soon as possible. The AT would 
welcome ideas from the village as to any other equipment as an alternative/in addition to the 
see saw. 
 
The football nets were taken down to allow regrowth of the grass. 
 
The land to the rear of Park View continues to be grazed. However, several people from the 
village have expressed concerns about the welfare of the horse currently on the land and also as 
to whether the land could be better used for other purposes. The AT is reviewing this position. 
 
With regard to the general maintenance of the village green, the Bulpitt Brothers will continue 
with the regular cutting during the summer months. The AT is taking advice on the maintenance 
of the trees and hedges on the green and this will be discussed at the next meeting of the 
trustees. 

 
7 PRESENTATION OF OTHER REPORTS 
 
a) The Village shop in the Church – presented by Sam Moore 
 
2015 was again a successful trading year for the shop, sales have increased and 
more people are using the shop, both local and outside of the village. 
Our AGM will be held in May where shareholders will be able to hear and see in 
more detail the financial breakdown. 
In 2015 we took well over £75000 and carried out 10,996 transactions. The 
average amount spent at each transaction was £7.06 
We had an incredibly successful Christmas period with record turnout for the 
shopping evening as well as a great gingerbread house decorating event and of 
course the Christmas Eve box collections. 
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The shareholders list has increased to give a total of  95 shareholders  this year, 
these include new residents in the village as well as others such as a share 
bought as a valentine gift by a gentleman who got married in the church and now 
lives in Devon! 
 
The new management structure is now in place with two managers’ job sharing a 
5 day week and an assistant manager working one day a week. They are 
supported by 23 volunteers ranging in age from 14 to over 70.  
The shop works with many local suppliers and has built up a strong relationship 
with local businesses such as Wellers, Bon apetit and Tilehurst butchers. 
We also continue to work closely with Thrive, supplying refreshments for their 
training courses and selling their products. They helped to build the Easter 
garden last month which was also added to by children visiting the shop.           
We have further improved the café area by renaming it Butterfields tearoom and 
making new cushions and covers for all the seating and reconfigured this area to  
make better seating areas for visitors.  We have also improved the menu, with 
cheese toasties, homemade soup and toasted tea cakes becoming firm 
favourites.  
This area is now used regularly once a month for local ladies to meet up for an 
informal craft group. The local community police also regularly hold have your 
say meetings. 
 
We provide services such as prescription collection from Swallowfield surgery 
and food bank. 
Sadly this year we suffered a break in, to the storage barn at the rear and our 
safe was taken from the wall. Our secondhand coffee machine also broke down 
beyond repair and was replaced with the help of funds from the parish council. 
 
We continue to be used as a model for other community shops and have been 
visited by members of the Plunkett foundation in relation to this. 
We featured on a channel 4 tv programme which is yet to be aired featuring 
Wendy Craig and have been voted by our customers, many of which are local 
people to become finalists in the countryside alliance awards for rural enterprise.  
In the forth coming year we hope to have a new shop chairman and committee 
members to assist with developing the shop and café area further and marketing 
it to many more. 
 
 
 
 
 
b) Report of The Beech Hill Memorial Hall – prepared by Charlie Carter 

and presented by Fleur Howles 
 
The Memorial Hall is a Charity set up to honour those who died in the last two world wars. 
The new Hall was built to provide a centre for the village of Beech Hill and the wider 
community and is managed entirely by the Trustees and volunteers. It is used in many ways 
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for meetings , receptions and various classes. All revenues / proceeds go back into maintaining 
and establishing the Hall for the onward benefit of the village. 
  
We are delighted to report that we have yet again had an excellent year financially and whilst 
revenues have increased marginally (by around 8%), costs have been contained and well 
managed.  In summary revenues stand at £18,000 with costs running at about £6,000, on par 
with previous years.  This year we earmarked a fund of about £4,000 for improvement  works, 
bringing total costs to around £10,000 for the year.  All surplus profit is put into reserve for 
maintaining the Hall and its structure to a high standard whilst improving the facilities at 
every opportunity. Specifically we have improved the boiler system, kitchen and general 
facilities, and invested in a major upgrade of the Hall website. In the coming year we are going 
to lay hardcore on the grass to the right of the Hall to provide more enhanced car parking, and 
initiate a re-design of the entrance area. 
  
Our bookings have remained static and whilst we are competitive in the local market we have 
reviewed our pricing and made a few alterations. As everyone knows the venue is always free 
on Tuesday evenings of every week for the exclusive benefit of the villagers of Beech Hill.  
  
In addition this year apart from hirings we have held the following events : 
  

        Cinema Club evenings 

        Children’s Xmas Party 

        Bonfire night 

        Refugee fundraising 

        Monthly Teas 

        Seniors luncheon 

        Belle Canto evening 

        Remembrance Sunday 

  
For the next year we intend to maintain these events as well as including a St. George’s Day 
lunch, Brian of Beech Hill and the Queen’s Birthday celebration . We urge as many members of 
the village to attend and participate in these functions in the future. 
  
With regard to the suggestion of the establishment of a generator at the Hall one of our 
trustees attended a West Berks meeting on this subject. The conclusion was that there was 
not a need for this as emergency services / SSE and Local farmers would provide this 
assistance. In fact no other Hall committees in the area store generators. However we are 
delighted to offer the Hall as a focal meeting point for villagers in the event of an emergency. 
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We also now have an excellent new website put together by Fleur Howles and we urge you to 
visit it so that you can be updated on events and news. 
  
Finally we are very pleased to support the village and we welcome you to our AGM being held 
on the 19th April where we would be delighted to hear your views and answer any of your 
questions. 
  
Thank you very much. 
  
Charlie Carter  
 Chairman of The Trustees of the Beech Hill Memorial Hall 

 
 
c) Beech Hill Baptist Church – presented by Keith Leedham 
 
 
Our 292nd Anniversary as a Baptist Church in Beech Hill, was celebrated on 
Good Friday, March 25th. We would like to thank all who attended and 
contributed to what was an encouraging occasion in an almost full Church, with 
friends from near and far joining in a stirring service, including some fine Gospel 
Preaching, by Pastor John Wigham from Yateley Baptist Church. 
 
However, there are practical challenges facing us, as we look to the possibility of 
continuing and reviving this long standing part of village life in Beech Hill. 
 
In material terms, we have recently had a Quinquennial Inspection Report on the 
Chapel building and its environment – various issues need to be addressed; the 
drainage, moss on the roofs of the main building and the extensions; and the 
poor condition of Chapel Lane - in  wet conditions it becomes difficult for those 
walking, to access the Chapel. Access to the attractive ‘Cabin’ building at the rear 
of the Chapel needs to be made secure and safe, for the ‘Cabin’ to be used.  
 
We would very much like to see this ‘Cabin’ being put to use. We have a 
quotation amounting to: 
£4,980 – to restore fencing and create a graded, safe and secure access for 
potential users, including those disabled, to use this facility. In view of this being 
a Church contract, a discount of 10% is allowed, and a further gift of £2,000, 
reduces the final cost to £2,482. 
 
Various other recommendations by the Conservation Architect, Mr C. Randall, 
are to be discussed with him on April 18th, at a meeting to be held at Beech Hill 
Baptist Church.    
 
In terms of our future as a Christian fellowship – we are now part of the Grace 
Baptist Partnership, a partnership that specialises in assisting such small causes 
as our own, to grow and develop into sustainable Christian causes, mostly within 
village environments such as our own. 
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Our simple, sincere aim is to become once again, a contributing vital part of the 
community at  
Beech Hill.    
   
 Keith Leedham   (Church Secretary) 
 
 
 
d) ST Mary’s Church – Presented by Will Anstice 
 
CHURCH WARDEN’S REPORT  2016  

 

 

1. Overview 

The part- interregnum has continued into this year – the 3rd since Pete Jarvis’s 

arrest – but we now have resolution and  can  move on with our plans, benefice-

wide.  Revd Jarvis has been convicted and imprisoned , Revd Paul Willis has 

accepted the role of Team Rector and Team Council is in the process of recruiting 

a new Team Vicar.  We would expect to have someone in the role by mid 

September this year.  Special thanks should go to those whose efforts kept us all 

going during this long period of uncertainty – namely Chris Leslie, Cath Spence, 

Maureen Devine, Michael Dexter-Elisha, various lay members and many other 

retired clergy who gave up their time to run services.  Also to Paul Willis himself, 

who arrived at a difficult time and has already become a much  loved and valued  

member of the community. 

 

2. Ministry 

a) We continue to sponsor a child through Compassion.   

b) Rosie Anstice joined Reading Street Pastors, has now completed training and 

is a busy member of the team, which is drawn from different churches 

throughout the Diocese and does invaluable work looking after vulnerable 

people on the streets late at night. 

c) A St Mary’s  ‘away day’ at Padworth Barn on 6th February was well attended 

by PCC and congregation and we covered some useful topics as part of our 

own MAP (mission action planning) for the foreseeable future – as laid out in 

Paul’s summary report following.  We look forward to working  these out 

with the new leadership team in the months to come. 

 

3. General Fabric 

a) Following the report in 2014 on the cracking in the southern wall, these have 

closed markedly following more moisture ingress into the ground over the last 

months.  Nothing further has been done, although the cracks are are still being 

monitored. 

b) New lighting for the shop was installed and has been a huge improvement.  

Further improved lighting elsewhere in the church is being considered. 

c) The old safe from Grazeley church was installed by Jack Bucknall and myself. 

 

4. Building/ Maintenance Works 
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a) There have been some minor adjustments/additions to the shop kitchenette in 

the vestry: a further cabinet over the sink, which houses a microwave – and 

Perspex sheeting over the brickwork to prevent dust. 

b) As directed by the HSE, the church’shop toilet will need hot running water to 

be installed. This is in hand. 

 

5. Other Business 

a) Dr Richard Lloyd and a team of forensic students have carried out the 

graveyard survey, but not yet compiled an up to date schedule of available 

grave plots all around the church.  

b) There is now a signed key register for all church-related keys, a copy of which 

is kept in the safe.  

 

 

 
e) Thames Valley Police – Presented by Police Sargeant Mick Adams 

 

Thames Valley Police commitment that has just been launched I have used part of the 

Chief Constables review to collate this report 

The policing landscape is always changing, whether operationally, or in terms of the 

financial pressures that we face now and in the future: and we are always looking at new 

ways to be able to respond to that, whether it’s through change programmes, operational 

changes, or many other ways. But it’s important that we have a direction as to where we 

are going to go over the next five years and so the Force commitment sets out what it is 

we are going to do to meet those policing needs. 

 TVP are building on some good successes, such as the one from Her Majesty’s 

Inspectorate of Constabulary, about our effectiveness, our efficiency and our legitimacy.  

We were one of only five forces in the country that received a ‘good’ grading in all of 

those different questions. We can’t afford to be complacent and we need to keep on 

thinking about what the future’s going to look like and how we’re going to be able to 

respond to work together to keep our communities safer, but also to think about what the 

culture, the skills and the values that our people need to have to meet those demands.  

There are four strands to the commitment, the first is that we are an emergency service 

that keeps our community safe and brings offenders to justice. The second is that we 

work together to build stronger and more resilient communities; we’re of course a 

modern police force, which meets the needs of our communities. And finally, that we 

need to think about having a skilled and trusted workforce.  

For each of these four pillars, what the commitment sets out is what that means for our 

public, our partners and our people. 
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Crime Figures: 

 

Dates used 24/03/2014 - 24/03/2015 

 

1) Burglary In a Dwelling = 0 

2) Burglary In a Non-Dwelling = 7 

3) Theft of Vehicle = 1 

4) Theft from Vehicle = 2 

5) Other Theft = 4 

6) Criminal Damage = 1 

 

Dates used 24/03/15 – 24/03/16 

 

1) Burglary In a Dwelling = 1 

2) Burglary In a Non-Dwelling = 1 

3) Theft of Vehicle = 1 

4) Theft from Vehicle = 2 

5) Other Theft = 0 

6) Criminal Damage = 1 

 

A question was asked with regards to fly tipping. PS Adams replied that there was no 

specific operation in force, but any incidences that are witnessed in progress should be 

reported to the 999 emergency line.   

 
f) Village Website – presented by Peter Simpson 

 
The Beech Hill Village website was set up just over ten years ago with invaluable help 

and inspiration from Mike Methven. 

 

It continues to provide news of particular interest to Beech Hill residents; notification of 

forthcoming events in the village and much more. It provides information on local 

organizations and businesses and other information ranging from bus timetables to refuse 
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collection days. The information on refuse collection is automatically updated every day 

and takes account of variations around Bank Holidays, so if you are unsure as to which 

bin to put out, and when, look on the village website. 

Our website also has direct links to the websites of the Memorial Hall, the Village Shop 

and the church, so the village website at www.beechhillvillage.co.uk should be your first 

point of contact for anything in the village. 

In order to keep up to date of things happening in the village  you can register on the 

website which will enable you to receive automatic emails whenever anything is added to 

the website – and you can choose how many (or how few) of these emails you receive. 

We also administer the village email address which allows us to send out important 

notices or reminders to as many Beech Hill residents as possible. Our aim is to have the 

email address of everyone in the village. These emails are safeguarded such that nobody 

has access to any address on the list. This address list is totally separate from the website 

registration – signing up for one does not automatically sign you up for the other!    

In order to comply with Government legislation the village website now publishes all the 

documents relating to Parish Council meetings. In addition to the Agendas and Minutes 

(which we have always published) you can also see a summary of correspondence and 

details of cheques paid by the Parish Council since the Last Parish Council meeting. This 

section is now administered by the Clerk. 

We thank the Parish Council for supporting the website by paying the administration fees 

to the web hosting company amounting to £110 per year which includes spam filtering 

for the clerk’s emails. Apart from that, there are no other costs whatever. 

We will be starting a new feature shortly where we will publish details of applications for 

Planning Permission in the village, with links to all the relevant documentation held on 

the West Berkshire Council Website. This is to keep villagers better informed, and is in 

no way an invitation to prompt for objections. 

We are constantly looking for new items of news, events or anything relevant to Beech 

Hill to put on the website, however small. If you have attended an event in the village 

then please consider writing a report for the website. It doesn’t have to be anything flashy 

(although photographs will be very welcome). We will look after the layout and 

formatting – all we want from you are the words and pictures.  

If you run a small club or group in the village then please let us know about it and what 

you do, so that we can let others know of the good work that you are doing, and perhaps 

attract more people to come along.  

Notwithstanding the financial support we get from the Parish Council this is not the 

Beech Hill Parish Council website; neither is it the Peter and David Simpson website; it is 

the Beech Hill Village website, so please help us to ensure it lives up to its name. 

 

g) Kathryn Rossiter – Chief Executive of Thrive 

 
What does Thrive do? 

Thrive is the leading charity in the UK that uses gardening to bring about positive 

changes in the lives of people who are living with disabilities or ill health, or are 

isolated, disadvantaged or vulnerable.  

This is known as social and therapeutic horticulture (STH) - the process of using 

plants and gardens to improve physical and mental health, as well as communication 

and thinking skills.  It also uses the garden as a safe and secure place to develop 

http://www.beechhillvillage.co.uk/
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someone’s ability to mix socially, make friends, and learn practical skills that will help 

them to be more independent. 

Using gardening tasks and the garden itself, Thrive horticultural therapists build a set 

of activities for each gardener to improve their particular health needs, and to work 

on certain goals they want to achieve. 

Gardens are peaceful and restorative. They provide a special place for rehabilitation 

and recovery.  And, being given the opportunity to develop an interest in gardening 

will give a person benefits that can last a lifetime.  The benefits of an active interest 

in gardening are: 

 better physical health from exercise and learning how to use or strengthen 

muscles to increase mobility 

 improved mental health from gaining a sense of purpose and achievement 

 the opportunity to connect with other people – reducing feelings of being 

alone or left out 

 feeling better for being outdoors, in touch with nature and seeing plants grow 

– all things that are known to be important to us as human beings 

 the opportunity to learn new things - developing new skills, learning about 

food growing and what is good to eat, becoming fitter, boosting confidence 

with new-found knowledge and using this knowledge, and possibly a 

qualification in horticulture, to get a job. 

We work with a wide range of people... people who have injuries from accidents; 

people with learning impairment; people with mental illness; people with physical 

impairment such as sight or hearing loss; people with age-related conditions such as 

dementia, heart problems, diabetes or stroke; young people who have social, 

emotional or behavioural difficulties; and people who have ill health after leaving the 

armed forces. 

History 

Thrive has been using gardening to change lives since it was set up in 1978 by a 

then young horticulturalist, Chris Underhill, based in Somerset.  Working with Beech 

Hill resident and eminent paediatrician, Dr Geoffrey Udall, the Society for 

Horticultural Therapy, as Thrive was then known, initially concentrated on supporting 

the people who were setting up and running projects and on promoting the concepts 

of horticultural therapy; it aimed to be a bridge between the world of horticulture 

and the world of health. 

In the mid eighties it widened its scope by offering services to individual disabled 

gardeners and mounting a sustained awareness raising campaign.  It also took over 

the gardening service from the Disabled Living Foundation and three public gardens, 

including gardens in Battersea Park where we still have a strong presence. 

Running garden-based projects became a significant part of the charity’s work 

alongside an information service, providing advice and information to both 

individuals and organisations, and the provision of professional training for 

practitioners. 

As one of the founding Trustees. Dr Geoffrey Udall made significant donations to the 

Charity, which included the walled garden and the Trunkwell estate in Beech Hill.  A 

‘national resource centre’ was built at Trunkwell - known as the Geoffrey Udall 

Centre - and the head office relocated in 1998. 

2015/16 

Our Trunkwell garden project continues to provide therapeutic gardening sessions to 

local people from across Berkshire and north Hampshire and we also take gardening 
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out to groups in village halls, libraries, schools and care homes.  In the last 12 

months the Trunkwell Team delivered over 7,800 gardening sessions to around 500 

individuals. 

Our Training, Education and Consultancy Team is also based at Trunkwell and they 

provided training to 600 students with courses ranging from a 1-day introduction to 

Social & Therapeutic Horticulture to the year-long Professional Development Diploma 

in conjunction with Coventry University. 

In addition to the work at Trunkwell, we have horticultural therapy teams delivering 

in south-west London (based in Battersea Park), west Midlands (based at Kings 

Heath Park, Birmingham) and Tyneside (based at Saltwell Park, Gateshead).  In total 

we delivered over 11,600 gardening sessions to 760 people, aged between 14 and 

96, this last year. 

Thrive employs 52 staff, 34 based at Trunkwell, split fairly evenly between working 

directly with the client gardeners and the head office functions (covering Finance, 

HR, facilities management, Training, Information, PR & Comms, Fundraising, 

Corporate relationships, volunteer management, governance and compliance with 

legal/statutory regulation). 

We are supported by a large number of volunteers, most of whom work in the 

gardens with the client gardeners and some in office support roles – many have done 

so week in week out for many years.  They are vital to our work and we are very 

grateful for thier support.  Around 300 people have volunteered with us in one way 

or another this year, about half here at Trunkwell, and a further 1,100 have attended 

Corporate Volunteering days. 

Future plans 

Thrive is governed by a Board of Trustees who have set a 5-year Strategy to see 

Thrive grow both in terms of the number of people who benefit from Social & 

Horticultural Therapy and in terms of our financial sustainability. 

We aim to maintain the range of services delivered from Trunkwell and to grow our 

other centres to provide more services to more people. 

Thrive doesn’t receive government funding.  We get paid by the local authorities and 

some health services to provide services to individual clients and we use grant 

funding to offer places on certain short-term or development programmes.  The 

shortfall in our funding is made up from public donations and corporate support and 

from income from our investments.  Our financial objective is to eliminate our annual 

operating deficit by 2019 and this will mainly be achieved through growth in public 

and corporate support. 

In 2014 we were fortunate to be left a substantial legacy from a Reading resident 

and the executors asked for the funds to be spent at Trunkwell.  We are therefore 

investing in upgrading our facilities for clients here, putting in a new kitchen and 

toilet facilities in the Geoffrey Udall Centre.  We are reconfiguring some of our office 

and storage space, to move all staff in to the one building, and extending our car 

park.  The contractors, Grove Construction Ltd (based in Maidenhead), start work on 

the car park on 18 April and we expect them to be on site for 26 weeks.  Our 

Architect (Owens Galliver of Pangbourne) will be managing the project on behalf of 

Thrive. 

We will in due course start (funds permitting) a refurbishment programme for the old 

buildings at Trunkwell as they are suffering from lack of attention in recent years. 
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A question was asked as to whether any of those working at Thrive would be able to 

assist doing gardens for the elderly, or those in need of assistance, within the village. 

Whilst this was a suggestion that was welcomed by Ms Rossiter, she stressed that 

those gardening at Thrive do have their own needs, but it is something that can be 

considered.  In the interim, she offered a website, operated by Thrive, which gives 

useful hints and tips for those that may need help with their gardens. 

carryongardening.co.uk  

  

 

h) Andrea King – Brilliant Berkshire 

 

Building Community Together Fund 

West Berkshire Council “Building Community Together Fund” is available over the next 
two years and will close in November 2017. Local community groups can bid for funds 
from this pot to help them take responsibility for providing projects and services in their 
communities to meet local needs.   

Grants up to a maximum of £12,000 however, in exceptional circumstances this amount 
may be exceeded. There will also be a “small bids” category for grants between £500-
£1,000. 

What the fund will support  

We want to encourage creativity and innovation in our communities. Your proposal 
needs to meet a recognised community need. We are particularly interested in schemes 
that are relevant to more than one priority area:  

Community hubs: Small investment in local community buildings to enable them 
to be utilised more by the community and better used as outreach points for 
disseminating information/advice.   

Elderly and vulnerable: Schemes such as luncheon clubs, befriending schemes, 
volunteer-led practical help services or hospital transport schemes, etc)   

Flood prevention: Efforts to provide flood prevention measures for small scale 
equipment or items which improve coordination during flood or other 
extreme weather episode. 

Child Protection and Family Support: For example local working 
groups/networks that help address the dynamics within families for better 
outcomes for all family members and enhanced protection of vulnerable 
children. Finding ways to prevent pupil exclusions from school, family 
evictions and homelessness, etc.   

Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour: Finding practical and innovative ways to 
reduce crime, anti-social behaviour and repeat offending behaviour.  
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Emotional and Mental Health: Support for schemes which improve the physical 
and emotional health outcomes for local residents. 

Skills and Jobs: Schemes that increase employment, volunteering, educational 
attainment, skills development, debt management or job creation ventures.        

Children and Young People: Schemes that encourage physical, social and 
emotional wellbeing in children and young people e.g. youth clubs, sports 
provision or other activity.  

Who can apply for the fund? 

You can apply to the Building Community Together Fund if you are a: 

 Voluntary or community organisation  

 A Group of people or an individual who will, in due course, become an 
organisation 

 School or  PTA  

 Parish or Town Council  

Questions that must be answered within your Find Me a Grant application:  

1. What service or activities are you looking to provide? 

2. Who will your activity be aimed at?  

3. What evidence do you have to demonstrate that there is a demand for this 
service/activity?  

4. Where will the service or activity be delivered from?  

5. Is it group or individual based?  

6. How will you ensure that the service or activity is still capable of being run in 12-
18 months time? 

7. How soon could you start?  

8. How will the activities be sufficiently flexible and resilient to cope with changes in 
demand?  

9. Will volunteers be part of providing the service/activity? (What arrangements will 
you make to have these individuals DBS checked?)  

10. Please set out in detail the key resources that you think you need to set up your 
service/activities (i.e. the business case). Include details of staffing, premises, 
equipment and transport. 

Applications will be scored against the following criteria:   

 Innovation and creativity 

 How the project meets a recognised community need 
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 Evidence there is a sustainable business case 

 Measurable achievement/outputs 

A full set of guidance notes are available for applicants on the WBC website. This 
outlines the due diligence checks which the Council must ensure are met before 
any grant award can be made. To inform us of your completed application and Find Me 
a Grant reference number – email Jo Naylor (Email: jo.naylor@westberks.gov.uk) 

In addition a presentation was presented to the Clerk, with regards to additional works 
carried out by the Brilliant Berkshire team.  There was insufficient time for this to be 
presented, however the Clerk would be happy to forward this to anyone interested. 

A suggestion was made that the “cabin” at the Baptist Church could be made available 
to the Brilliant Berkshire team. This was welcomed by Andrea King, email addresses to 
be exchanged. 

8 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
As questions had been taken during the reports, there were no questions at this 
point. 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45pm, thanking all who had 
attended. 

mailto:jo.naylor@westberks.gov.uk

