
 

 

 

Parish Council Meeting 9th October 2018 Page 1 of 6 

BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Helen Malyn 

5 Chesterment Way, Lower Earley, Reading, Berkshire RG6 4HW 
Telephone 0118 311542 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 
website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD AT 7.30PM ON TUESDAY 9th October 2018 

  
 
Present:  Cllrs: Martin Plank (Chair) Alison Edwards (Vice Chair) Geoff Mayes & Hannah Callier   
 
In Attendance: Helen Malyn (clerk) 
                            5 members of the public were present. 
 
Declarations of Interest: members are reminded that declarations of interest should be made 
where appropriate. 
 
1 Apologies for absence: 

1.1        To receive apologies for absence from the meeting 
              None required 
 

2 Declarations of Interest and dispensations: 
 
 2.1 To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 
                Cllrs Martin Plank & Hannah Callier declared ownership of shares in The Shop in the  
                             Church”. No financial benefit is received from their ownership. 
              2.2         To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests (if 
                             any) 
                             No written requests received. 
              2.3         To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate. 
                             None required. 
 
  3         Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting. 
 
             3.1          To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting of 10th July 2018 

               The minutes were signed as an accurate record of the meeting. 
    
4 Matters to report 
 

4.1 To receive an update on actions since the last meeting not appearing as agenda      
               items. 
   The Clerk reported that the mobile library which attended the Memorial Hall 
                on Friday 5th October, was busy for the whole hour and 5 new members were  
                signed up. It is hoped that the next visit on 26th October will be equally well  
                attended, to support the request for a regular visit to the village.  
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5 District councillors reports. 
 

5.1 To receive any report from the West Berkshire District Councillors: 
 
Neither District Councillors were able to attend the meeting due to prior commitments.   
DC Mollie Lock’s report was circulated prior to the meeting, however the clerk summarised 
it for those residents present. 
 

EDUCATION 

The Willink results in both GCSs and A levels were good and we congratulate pupils and staff for 

their hard work; it now awaits an input of money to build extra accommodation to cater for the 

growing number of pupils from the new housing developments. All schools are experiencing 

financial problems, in secondary school it can result in the reduction of staff and subjects offered. 

We are expecting that more schools may go into a deficit budget this year, the situation is expedited 

by the number of children entering the school at the   Foundation Stage  ( four year olds) which is 

less than previous years, this means less money in their total budget to run the school (each child on 

roll  brings their funding). 

Two secondary schools who were put into academy status a few years ago have been removed from 

their original academy sponsor into an alternative academy group.    

SOCIAL SERVICES  

Adult Services are very over spent and costs continue to escalate so more money is needed to 

support and care for the vulnerable and elderly; this money will have to be found from other 

departments in the Council. . In Children’s Services families looking after a child with very complex 

problems need access to respite to support them to continue to cope within their family avoiding 

having their child to go in to permanent residential care. We were told that the extra money needed 

for these services would not be found by redundancies but by holding open vacancies.       

HEALTH and WELLBEING 

The focus continues to be on mental health across all ages, homelessness and housing. People are 

urged to take advantage of the Flu vaccination; now these are available in pharmacies as well as 

doctor’s surgeries, for example in Mortimer Jhoots Pharmacy offers a walk in service to administer 

the vaccination. 

PLANNING 

The number of applications have gone down this year. Enforcement still poses a problem, requests 

rated high priority come first but of those deemed low impact 560 still remain to be investigated the 

reason given for the delay is time and resources . 

POLICE 

Over £300,000 funding is to be spent across Thames Valley on a range of organisations some of 

whom will work to reduce reoffending, tackle serious organised crime and terrorism.  

DISTRICT PARISH CONFERENCE 

This is scheduled to take place on 6th November starting at 18.00 for refreshments and business at 

18.30 
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BEECH HILL 

The whole length of Trowes Lane will be closed between 12.00 and 15.00 on Wednesday 10th 

October. 

There was no further update from DC Bridgman, since his full monthly parish report on 13th 

September. 

 

6           Correspondence & Clerks report 
    

8.1  To receive items of correspondence        
 

 Weekly Planning Lists 

 Annual Library Report 

 Volunteer Opportunities 

 NALC newsletter 

 Thames Valley Police open day 

 Rural Bulletin 

 What’s On – September Bulletin 

 WBC Licencing & Gambling Policy Consultation 

 NALC Newsletters 

 Rural Funding Digest Bulletin 

 Email re garden waste charges 

 WBC Annual Library Report 

 Decision Notice 18/01606/HOUSE – Bears House - GRANTED 

 Project Notification – PRJ18/056 – Stratfield / Mortimer 

 Email of thanks from resident re painting of gates 

 Community Champions Award 2018 

 WBC Borough Plan 

 Police & Crime Bulletin September 2018 

 West Berkshire 2036 Vision 

 Public Footpath & Bridleway – Potential extinguishment & map 

 Ambulance Service announces new partnership email 

 Parish Online News 

 West Berkshire Library Service – contribution request 

 Email re Beech Hill Pond 

 WW1 remembered exhibition 

 Third Sector Commissioning Conference details 

 Fire Safety Training 

 Hidden Harm Campaign details from TVP 

  

 
7                          Planning Applications: 
 
            7.1 To receive and comment on applications rec’d:- 
                             No formal requests for comments received. 
 
          7.2             To receive notification of Planning decisions from WBC 
                             18/01606/HOUSE  – Bears House, Granted 
                                                  



 

 

 

Parish Council Meeting 9th October 2018 Page 4 of 6 

                 
8               Representatives of outside bodies 
           

8.1.1 BNAG – Cllr Mayes attended the latest meeting.  There were no major 
issues reported. It was agreed that BNAG should continue. 

8.1.2 The Allotments Trust – No report 
8.1.3 The Memorial Hall – Mr Charlie Carter reported that the Hall was doing very 

well.  They are planning to build a porch area over the front door, which will 
cost around £25,000, to be funded by existing funds and additional fund 
raising. The website has been relaunched to include a business page to 
increase daytime & weekday usage. 

8.1.4 The Shop in the church – Mr Charlie Carter was allowed to report in detail 
on the Shop in the Church, rather than under item 10.4 on the agenda. 
Mr Carter reported that he, along with committee members, have been 
attempting over the past 6 months to reinvigorate the shop, as it cannot 
continue financially in its current format.  He has written to all shareholders 
to that effect and asking for financial donations, of which he has raised 26% 
of the £5000 requested and pledges of 29%. 
He passionately believes that it is important to provide a meeting place for 
residents, in the form of a café, and also provide the basic foods (bread, 
milk, butter, eggs) due to the limited transport links within the village. 
They have lost 4 managers over the past year and the remaining committee 
members are finding it extremely stressful and it is taking up too much of 
everybody’s time. Good quality volunteers are hard to find to man the 
current shop hours. 
Originally it was the “Church” that insisted that the shop be within the 
church itself; however the overheads, such as electricity & opening hours at 
the present time are not sustainable. 
It was suggested by Mr Carter that one possibility was for the “Church” to 
take over ownership of the shop, and meetings will be held to discuss this 
option and how it might work. Leslie Boardman, who was present at the 
meeting, indicated that the outcome of these meetings will be determined 
before the end of the year. 
Mr Carter expressed on several occasions that he and his committee were 
be emotionally challenged with the problems involved with running the 
shop and were on the cusp of walking away from it. 
 
The Parish Council considered the rather dire financial state of the shop, but 
all agreed that it would be a shame to lose the community asset which it 
represented. The Chairman laboured the need for the Church to consider 
taking greater responsibility for the continuance of the shop, especially 
bearing in mind that it was the Church’s insistence in the first place that the 
shop was located within the Church, rather than elsewhere as was favoured 
by many who took part in the village plan survey which was conducted at 
the same time. To this end the Church had benefited greatly from the 
fanfare attached to the shop’s opening and by being able to hold it up high 
as an example of how churches could be used to promote the activities of 
the Church as well as opening up its buildings for more regular use etc.  The 
Chairman thought that some possible waving of the electricity charges, 
balanced by a lower contribution to the Parish share might be one way the 
Church could help. 
It was resolved by the Parish Council that a budget of up to £5,000 would be 
set aside to assist the shop, once it was made clear how much money was 
required after taking into account the fund raising and greater clarity was 
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received concerning the future management of the shop inter alia with its 
relationship with the Church.. The Chairman asked Mr Carter to provide to 
the Council, as soon as possible, a detailed cashflow forecast and update on 
the general position.. 
Mr Carter thanked the Parish Council for their commitment and confirmed 
that he would provide the financial information requested. 
 

                             8.1.5     Thames Valley Police – Report was read by the Clerk in the absence of a 
representative. 

                             Since the start of July there hasn’t been many incidents reported to TVP in Beech 
Hill. We had one case of theft from motor vehicle last month which I believe we 
have suspects and they are being dealt with along with other similar offences all 
over West Berks so not Beech Hill specific. 

  
                             We are concerned about the increase in the use of catapults in Burghfield and 

Mortimer and ask for any information or names that residents may have.  
  
                            We currently have an unauthorised encampment in Sulhamstead. We therefore 

would like to remind land owners to ensure land is not left unlocked as the last two 
pieces of land used have been left open with no gates or locks.  

  
                            Any concerns raised or further questions from the meeting please email the team at 

PangbourneNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 
 
 

9 Village Website – No report provided. 
                               
 
10                        Agenda Items: 
               
              10.1 Village map – Cllr Edwards has not made any further progress.  
                             had been received regarding access to free aerial photographs. 
              10.2       Update re Dog waste bins – Cllr Callier reported that 4 bins will be installed in 
                             November.  
              10.3       Speeding Data Analysis – Cllr Mayes reported that he has not completed his full  
                             assessment of the data, and will do so for the next meeting. 
               10.4      Request for financial support for the Shop in the Church   – Reported under agenda  
                             item 8.1.4 
               10.5      Request for Library funds – West Berkshire Council (WBC) have again requested  
                             donations of £1 per resident for the library service.  It was agreed that Beech Hill  
                             would determine the success  the mobile library trials prior to committing any 
                            funds. 
              10.6      Beech Hill Pond – The clerk had received an email from the Stratfield Saye Estate 
                            informing the Parish Council that they had removed a tree, around the pond, as it  
                            had fallen, and was blocking a residents’ property.  Question of ownership of the  
                            Pond and surrounding area was discussed, as it is believed that the ownership &  
                            responsibility is with the Estate. 
                            ACTION:  It was resolved that the Chairman would meet with the Estate to discuss   
                            the matter. 
 
                      
11 Finance 
 
 11.1 To authorise cheques for payment 
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   The Clerk presented a schedule of the cheques for payment at the meeting: 

    

                          

                         
Payee Description Amount Cheque no.

Mr G Mayes Expenses Planning meeting 3/7/18 16.95£      100451

Miss H P Malyn Salary Aug & Sept cancelled 100452

Miss H P Malyn Ink Cartridges 25.00£      100453

Mr P Simpson Web hosting renewal 96.00£      100454

Miss H P Malyn Salary Aug,Sep & Oct 596.44£    100455

Traffic Technology Ltd Road Survey 936.00£    100456

Information Commissioner Data Protection Registration 40.00£      100457

Total 1,710.39£  

 
                              
 
 
 
   
 
12 Any other items that the Chairman decides are urgent as items of information 
 
 12.1 To receive items from the Parish Councillors for referral to future meeting or 
   for the Clerk to action. 
                             None 
 
13         A.O.B     Cllr Callier requested that the PC look at either replacing or refurbishing the park 
                             bench. 
                             ACTION: Cllr Callier will investigate costs and report back. 
   
14   Next Parish Council Meeting 
   
 14.1 It was confirmed that the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting is to be 
   Tuesday 11th December @ 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall 
 
   Meeting closed at 9pm 
    
 
 
  
 
 
 
    


