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BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Helen Malyn 

5 Chesterment Way, Lower Earley, Reading, Berkshire RG6 4HW 
Telephone 0118 311542 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 
website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUL MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT 7.30PM ON TUESDAY 8TH MAY 2018 

  
 
PRESENT:  Cllrs: Martin Plank (Chair) Geoff Mayes & Alison Edwards  
 
Apologies: Hannah Callier 
 
In attendance: Helen Malyn (clerk) 
 
Declarations of Interest: members are reminded that declarations of interest should be made 
where appropriate. 
 
1 Election of Chairman 2018/2019 

1.1        One nomination received for Councillor Martin Plank. 
1.2        Cllr Plank was duly elected as Chairman for 2018/2019 
1.3        Cllr Plank signed the declaration of acceptance of office  
 

2 Election of Vice-Chairman for 2017/2018 
 
 2.1 One nomination received for Councillor Alison Edwards following the resignation  
                             of Chris Bridges. 
              2.2         Cllr Edwards  was duly elected as Vice-Chairman for 2018/2019 
              2.3         Cllr Edwards signed the declaration of acceptance of office  
 
  3         Apologies for absence 
 

3.1       Apology received from Hannah Callier who is away on holiday. 
 

4 Co-option for new Councillors: 
 

4.1 To receive nomination for co-option. 
               No nominations were received. 

 

5          Declarations of interest and dispensations 
 
 5.1  To receive declaration of interest from councillors on items on agenda 
  No declarations received. 
 5.2 To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests 
  No requests received 
 5.3 To grant any requests for dispensations as appropriate 
  None required. 
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6 Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting 
 

6.1 To approve and sign minutes of the meeting of 13th March 2018 
  The minutes for 14th March 2017 were approved and signed as an accurate record  
  of the meeting. 

 

7 Representatives on Outside Bodies 
7.1 To receive reports from village bodies 
  7.1.1  BNAG – speeding is still a concern among the members of the committee. 
  7.1.2  The Allotment Trust: No report received.   

7.1.3 The Memorial Hall: No report. 
7.1.4  The Shop in the Church: Report was read by the Chairman. 
 
We are at the moment undergoing a revamp of the shop, streamlining the till 
system to speed up service and transactions. The shop has a fresh new look and 
New ranges of wines and other goodies. 
 
We have unfortunately said good bye to our assistant manager Karen, we are being 
joined mid may by Rebecca, taking the role of assistant manager on a flexible basis. 
We are looking for a new manager to share the work load with me as Sam and I 
originally ran the shop. If you know anyone who is looking for a new adventure then 
get them to come and speak to me at the shop. 

 
7.1.5  The Website: Report was handed in by Peter Simpson and read by the 
Chairman. 
 
As announced at the Annual Parish Meeting we have switched over to a new email 
system. Everyone on the village email list should have already received an 
introductory message from the new system which was sent out last Friday. 
In our approach towards full compliance with the General Data Protection 
Regulations (GDPR) we have, this evening (8th May) sent out emails to everyone on 
the Beech Hill Email List, and everyone registered on the Beech Hill Village website 
asking them to give positive consent to remain on these lists. 
We are progressing towards gaining the same consent for the Neighbourhood 
Watch email list and other small groups and individuals associated with the Beech 
Hill Village website. In all, we estimate sending out over three hundred emails and 
processing a similar number of responses. 
 

 

7.2 To appoint representatives to outside bodies for the coming year and  
              arrangements for reporting back. 
              The Clerk has not received any changes to current reporting arrangements.  
              

 

8           Matters to report. 
    
    8.1  To receive an update on actions since the last meeting not appearing as agenda        
                             items: 
   
                              BT phone Kiosk – The clerk confirmed that this now belongs to Beech Hill. The  
                              Chairman has asked if we can extend it, as the boxes are relatively small. 
                              ACTION: Clerk to enquire whether we have any planning rights with the phone  
                              box 
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9         District Councillors Reports 
 
            9.1 To receive any reports from the West Berkshire District Councillors 
 

Report from DC Mollie Lock, read by the Chairman in her absence. 

 

By now everyone has received all the information re the Council Tax plus the separate Adult Social 

Services, Parish precept, Police and Fire increases.   

 WASTE SERVICE 

 Earlier this week I was told that WBC are continuing to have weekly meetings to finalise the details 

of the proposed new Green Bin service and   the service in mid- May. Once all the details have been 

finalised a letter will be sent to all house- holds to explain how to subscribe to the £50 levy should 

they wish to continue to have their garden waste collected. The letter will also inform residents that 

the current bins and recycling   collections will continue up to July but after that only those who 

decide to pay £50 a year will receive an information pack containing a sticker to put on their green 

bin and will continue to have their garden waste collected. Non- subscribers will be able to recycle 

food waste in their green bins but any containing garden waste would not be emptied.  

PADWORTH WASTE SITE 

Due to changes to the original plans there had to be a new public consultation which will run for the 

statutory 30 working days; following this once the result has been considered the amended plans 

will go through the usual planning process once again. 

PUBLIC PROTECTION 

Mick Quelch has been appointed to run the Technical Office Protection Partnership to provide 

advice and guidance to the residents of WB and Wokingham with regard to pests such as rats and 

mice. (We no longer offer a treatment service) 

EDUCATION  

We have approximately 15% of all pupils who are entitled to Free School Meals (FMS) which is very 

small in comparison to similar authorities but within these pupils the ratio of those with higher 

needs (SEND) we are above national average, we are working to address this. A bid to the DofE for 

extra funding to build long term sustainability to focus on the gap in learning of disadvantaged 

children was successful and for this we received £230.000  

This year there were 1790 applications for a primary school placement of these 93% (16700)  got 

their first choice,4% (74)their second choice and 1%(23) their third choice totalling 98% one of their 

choice of school. Some of those who were disappointed not to get their first choice are on a waiting 

list and the appeal process is now taking place.  

The Regional Commissioner has been notified of the concern about the performance of the primary 

academies which each have a lower than the national scores for KS2(seven year olds) FMS pupils. 
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HEALTH and WELLBEING  

At the District/Parish Conference in March the focus was on improving the Health and Wellbeing of 

all people in WB. We were told how Parish Councils could help to improve the health and care for 

people in their Parish by being aware of vulnerable people such as the elderly and frail especially in 

cold weather and living alone.  

The Family Hub Advisory board met on 24th April and we worked in small groups to discuss how best 

to focus our work rather than trying to do all things to everyone, the result of this was more or less 

agreed by everyone this was it would be best to focus on two overarching strategic problems such 

as housing and mental health as these seemed to raise the highest concerns for families with 

children across the age range: other issues could be taken by small work/task groups..    

The Health and Wellbeing Board is due to meet this month to focus on suicide prevention, Mental 

Health and the employment of vulnerable people. 

WBC Council Meeting 

On the 8th May the meeting will confirm any changes to member representation for both the Fire 

and Police also some changes to committee places this; was caused by the none attendance to any 

meetings for six months by a Thatcham West member which triggered the six month rule and 

resulted in by election,  a Lib Dem member was elected in his place.   

MARKET STREET DEVELOPMENT  

This redevelopment is to be taken by WBC, Grainger PC and Network Rail. It will include the 

construction of approximately 230 houses (not many for social housing), a new bus station, a plaza 

style update of the station including the electrification of the railway lines, better pedestrian access 

to the town and other infrastructure in Newbury.   

DC Graham Bridgeman was away and he advised that he would produce a combined report in 

June.   

 
10 Shop in the Church - Improvements 
           
              10.1 Emails have been received by the Clerk & Councillors regarding proposed the 

updating of the till in the shop and possible support from the BHPC. Within the 
emails, differing views as to what was required were presented. There was a 
discussion held, and it was resolved that the Chairman would write requesting more  

                             clarification, in particular, with regards to the finances. 
                              
11. Dog Bins 
  
 11.1  Current Update 
  The clerk reported that she had not received any invoices, and in the absence of  
                             Cllr Callier, it was agreed to carry this forward to the next meeting.  
                
             
12 Village Map 

12.1 Cllr Edwards reported that she has made enquiries of Mr Stuart Barry as to whether 
              the colour booklet he produced of village walks can be re-produced as a leaflet, to  
              make it cheaper to produce in large numbers. 

 
13 Speeding in the Village:   
              13.1      A quotation had been received from Traffic Technology Ltd to carry  
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                            out a survey of vehicle movements across 4 sites in an around the village.  A further 
                            site has been added and it was resolved to accept the quotation of £780.00 + vat  
                           and for the clerk to contact the company. 
 
14 Proposed footpath change. 
 14.1     A discussion was held re the proposed changes to the footpath. Mr Chris Bridges  
                           agreed to undertake further research on behalf of the BHPC who have until 
                           8th June to respond with any comments. 
 
15 Dates of the meetings for the year 2018-2019 
 
 15.1  To set the dates of the meeting for the full council for the year ahead. 
    It was resolved that the dates will be : 10th July, 11th September,  
                              13th November 2018, 15th January 2019, 12th March, 9th April (APM) &  
                              14th May (Annual Meeting of BHPC) 
 
16 Correspondence 
              16.1 To receive items of correspondence 
    

 Weekly Email News Digest 

 Dorothy Morley Award 2018 

 Decision notice 18/00236/HOUSE – Granted 

 West Berkshire Youth Health Champions 

 Weekly Planning Lists 

 Volunteer Bulletin 

 Decision notice 18/00001/LBC2 – Granted 

 Decision notice 18/00255/HOUSE – Granted 

 Rural Opportunities Bulletin 

 Variation to Trunkwell Licence notification 

 Decision notice – 18/00172/CERTE – Lawful Use 

 Additional emails re application 18/00172/CERTE 

 Rural Bulletin 

 Decision notice – 18/00174/LBC2 – Granted 

 WBC – Waste enforcement partnership 

 Shaw House Open Day 

 Email re Alcohol Identification 

 Emails & Instructions re annual audit 

 Proposed footpath changes within Beech Hill 

 BALC newsletters 

 Historic Environment Action Plan 

 Small Grant Scheme 

 Internal Audit report 

 Privacy Notice 

 
17 Planning Applications 
 
 17.1 To receive and comment on any application received. 
   18/00862/HOUSE – Trunkwell Barn. 
                             A discussion was held in respect of the above application. Further investigation is  
                             required. 
             17.2        To receive notification of planning decisions from WBC 
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                             18/00001/LBC2 – Granted 
                             18/00255/HOUSE – Granted 
                             18/00174/LBC2 – Granted 
                             18/00172/CERTE – Lawful Use 
 
18 Model Standing Orders 
              18.1       To adopt revised standing order document dated April 2018 
                             It was resolved to accept the revised standing order documents dated April 2018. 
               
19 Committees for 2017/2018 
 
 19.1 To appoint members to Staffing Committee 
   It was resolved that Cllr Plank, Cllr Mayes & Cllr Edwards be appointed to the  
   Staffing Committee for 2018/2019 
 
 20.2 To appoint members to the Complaints Committee 
   It was resolved that Cllr Plank, Cllr Mayes & Cllr Edwards be appointed to the  
   Complaints Committee for 2017/2018 
 
 20.3 To appoint members to the Appeals Committee 
   It was resolved that Cllr Plank  & District Councillors Bridgman & Lock be appointed 
   to the Appeals Committee for 2018/2019 
 
20 Review of Council Assets 
 
 20.1 To review all council assets and the Asset Register 
   It having been inspected by the Internal Auditor and accepted as up to date and  
                appropriate, it was resolved to accept the Asset Register as given. 
 
 
21 Review of Insurance Cover for 2017/2018 
 
 21.1 To review and confirm arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all  
   insured risks. 
   It was resolved to adopt the policy from Came & Company via Inspire / AXA  
   from 1st June 2018 until 31 May 2019.  
 
22 Membership of Outside Bodies 
 
 22.1 To review outside membership of outside bodies. 
   It was resolved that Beech Hill Parish Council would be in membership of the  
                             following outside bodies for 2018/2019 

 
 Community Council of Berkshire 
 Berkshire Association of Local Councils 
 CPRE 
 
22.2 To review employee membership of outside bodies 
 It was resolved to continue with the membership of the SLCC for the Clerk. 

 
23 Policies & Procedures 
 
 23.1 To review policies and procedures and risk management policy 
   The Clerk has confirmed that all policies including the Financial Regulations Policy &  
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   Risk Management Policy have been reviewed, updated and circulated by the clerk. 
                            In addition policies pertaining to the new GDPR procedures were circulated. 
                            It was resolved to accept all policies presented.  
                            Clerk advised that Central government have amended the GDPR bill stating that 
                            Parish Councils do not need to appoint a Data Protection Officer. 
 
24 Year End Accounts 2017/2018 
 
 24.1 To review the Year End Accounts for 2017/2018 
   The year end accounts for 2017/2018 have been circulated to all councillors and it  
   was resolved that these be accepted. 
 
 24.2 To receive the internal auditors report for 2017/2018 
   The Internal Auditor had undertaken a further audit of accounts at year end and 

  had signed his section of the Annual Return.  He has submitted his report that   
                       has been circulated to all councillors in advance of the meeting.  No queries were  
                            raised by the councillors.  It was resolved to accept this report.   
 
 24.3 To review the External Audit Annual Return.  
   The Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements and Annual Audit  
                             Report for 2016/2017 were reviewed at the meeting. Under new guidelines, BHPC is  
                             exempt from submitting an external report.   It was resolved that the  
   exemption certificate for 2017/2018 be signed by the Chairman and the clerk  
                             was instructed to forward this to the external auditors. 
 
 24.4 To appoint the Internal Auditor for 2018/2019 
   Mr David Weller had stated that he would be willing to be the Internal Auditor    
   for Beech Hill Parish Council for 2018/2019.  It was resolved that Mr  
   Weller should be appointed. His invoice was submitted and approved. 
 
 
 
 
25 Finance 
 
 25.1 To approve the renewal of the registration under the Data Protection Act. 
   No request has been received by the clerk to renew the registration. The Clerk has  
                             queried this fact with the relevant authority. 
 
 25.2 To authorise cheques for payment 
   The Clerk presented a schedule of the cheques for payment at the meeting: 
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Payee Description Amount Cheque no.

H P Malyn Salary Apr / May 2018 397.64£    100437

Peter Simpson Spam filtering renewal 36.00£      100438

Mrs J Haines McAfree virus protection renewal 59.99£      100439

SSE Street light repairs 73.70£      100440

Beech Hill Memorial Hall High Vis Vests & litter pickers (50%) 26.85£      100441

H P Malyn Expenses Apr/ May (postage & stationary) 12.54£      100442

SSE Annual electricity bill 140.60£    100443

The Shop in the Church Refreshments APM 40.01£      100444

David R Weller Annual internal audit 17/18 57.65£      100445

Total 844.98£    

    
  25.3 To review the current balances 
   The Clerk advised the councillors that the closing bank balance as at 31st March  
   2018 on all accounts was £11576.63  credit. 
  
 25.4 To accept the revised pay of the clerk. 
   The NJC have revised the clerk rates with effect from 1st April 2018.  The new  
                             pay rate is £10.107 per hour for SCP 19. It was resolved to accept this new rate. 
 
              25.5 CIL Monies 
                             The Clerk advised that BHPC have been awarded an amount of £4348.88 in respect 
                             of planning application 15/00613/HOUSE – Trunkwell Barn.  Clerk advised that CIL 
                             monies under CIL regulations 2010, regulation 59C can be used to fund 
                             “ provision, improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of infrastructure 
                             or anything else that is concerned with addressing the demands that development  
                             places on an area”. 
                             Clerk further advised that these funds have to be spent within 5 yrs (reg 59E). 
                             Annual returns with full receipts are to be submitted every December.  
 
                             A brief discussion was held about possible uses of the funds.  A possible  
                             contribution towards a mini-bus for Thrive was discussed. 
                             Clerk will investigate this further. 
 
26 Any other items that the Chairman decides are urgent as items of information 
 
 26.1 To receive items from the Parish Councillors for referral to future meeting or 
   for the Clerk to action. 
                             No further items. 
 
27 Public Session. 
  27.1 To receive any questions from the public.  
   None raised 
    
 
28   Next Parish Council Meeting 
   
 28.1 It was confirmed that the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting is to be 
   Tuesday 10th July 2018 @ 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall 
 
   Meeting closed at 9.30pm 
  


