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BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Helen Malyn 

5 Chesterment Way, Lower Earley, Reading, Berkshire RG6 4HW 

Telephone 0118 311542 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 

website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT 7.30PM ON TUESDAY 15th NOVEMBER 2016 

  

 

PRESENT:  Cllrs Martin Plank (Chairman) Chris Bridges (Vice-Chair), Geoff Mayes,  

                     Alison Edwards 

 

In attendance: District Councillors Graham Bridgman, Mollie Lock, Helen Malyn (clerk),  

2 members of the public. 

 

Declarations of Interest: members are reminded that declarations of interest should be made where 

appropriate. 

 

1 Apologies for absence 

1.1        Cllr Edwards & D. Cllr Bridgman will be arrive late due to pre-existing    

             commitments. 

2 Declarations of interest and dispensations: 

 

 2.1 To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 

Cllr Plank advised those present that on Monday 14th November, he was notified     

that a company he is a director of, will now become a supplier to Trunkwell House. 

He therefore feels that he should now step back from any discussions / proceedings 

involving Trunkwell House. Cllrs Bridges & Mayes will continue to represent the 

village. 

  

            2.2  No written request received for dispensations for disclosure of pecuniary 

                           Interests. 

            2.3          No requests for dispensation need to be granted. 

 

  3         Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 

 

3.1       Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 20th 2016 were 

            approved and signed. 

 

4 Matters to report: 

4.1 To receive an update on actions since the last meeting not appearing as agenda 

items: 

             No items 

 

5          District Councillors reports 

5.1       To receive any report from the West Berkshire District Councillors 

 
  Parish Council Report for period up to 9 November 2016 

Cllr Graham Bridgman (West Berkshire Council, Mortimer Ward) 
 
 

West Berkshire Council 

mailto:clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk
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Meetings 
 
WBC has not met since my last report.  The next meeting is scheduled for 22 November, principally to 
discuss the local boundary review. 
 
2017/18 budget consultation 
 
Over the last five years WBC has had to find savings of £41m, whilst over the same period there has 
been an increased demand for its services.  In the face of these unprecedented levels of savings, WBC 
has sought to become more efficient, reduce back office support and increase its income (the 
workforce has reduced by over 10%). 
 
As I have previously reported, HMG is changing how it funds local government – the revenue support 
grant (worth £9m to WBC this year) is being phased out completely by 2019/20.  As yet there is no 
timescale announced for the collolory to this - the retention of more of the business rates we 
generate – and we currently get to keep only £18m of £87m collected. 
 
We should have some financial stability over the coming years, albeit with a reduced income, after 
the Executive agreed a four-year settlement from HMG meaning that WBC can plan a similar budget 
cycle.  It is also looking at opportunities to generate more income using our capital funding – there 
are current discussions with Greenham Common Trust for a multi-million pound joint venture which, 
if agreed, will generate additional income for WBC in future years, utilising capital funds which cannot 
be spent on running services. 
 
To achieve the obligatory balanced budget WBC has to identify £8m of savings, or increases in 
income, for 2017/18.  There are seven public-facing savings proposals that have recently gone out to 
consultation, totalling just under £1m.  The remaining £7m will be realised by internal restructuring, 
generating additional income and a potential increase in Council Tax. 
 
The public consultation commenced on 31 October and runs until midnight on Sunday 11 December, 
with the individual proposals to be found at www.westberks.gov.uk/budgetproposals.  In brief, these 
affect the citizens’ advice bureau; home to school transport for post 16 SEND (special educational 
needs & disabilities); highways and drainage maintenance; highways fees and charges, including 
parking; the road safety education programme; urban grass cutting; and a restructure of the youth 
support, family resource, help for families, and young carers services. 
 
Once the public consultation has closed the responses will be considered and a proposed budget will 
be discussed by the Executive on 16 February 2017.  If approved, it will go before the full council on 
Thursday 2 March 2017. 
 
Please could all parish councils do everything they can to advertise the consultation so that we get an 
as wide as possible response. 
 
Finally, this budget will not, of course, be the end of the story – as I have reported before, WBC has to 
find savings or income increases of £22m over the next three years. 
 
Library Consultation 
 
Another consultation running until 11 December is one looking at the options for reshaping the 
library service.  As with the budget consultation please could parish councils do everything possible to 
advertise the consultation – see www.westberks.gov.uk/consultations. 
 
Corporate Parenting 

http://www.westberks.gov.uk/budgetproposals
http://www.westberks.gov.uk/consultations
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In the latest edition of the Corporate Parenting newsletter, there are two particular requests for 
help that I thought it might be useful to advertise.  First, WBC are seeking contacts to assist young 
people to gain work experience – any suggestions to robin.douglas@westberks.gov.uk please.  
Second, more foster carers are wanted – full details of what’s involved are on the WBC website. 
 
District Parish Conference 
 
Those who attended the conference on 18 October will know that the main topics were finances, 
devolution and the boundary review. 
 
 

General Local Issues 
 
Ward generally 
 
Aldex 16 
 
On Monday 7 November WBC took part in Aldex 16, an exercise to test the AWE Off-Site Emergency 
Response Plan. This was a legally required exercise, observed by the Office for Nuclear Regulation.  
 
The exercise involved over 400 people from 40 agencies at a variety of locations, including over 40 
WBC staff, with part of the exercise taking part in the Council Offices in Market Street including the 
setting up of a Crisis Management Team, Emergency Operations Centre and a Multi-Agency Tactical 
Coordinating Group. 
 
Padworth Waste Site 
 
Further to my report last month, Cllr Dominic Boeck (the relevant portfolio holder) recently reported 
in answer to a question that Veolia have submitted two planning applications: to allow the centre to 
accept general rubbish and to be open on weekday mornings.  These applications are presently 
undergoing validation by the WBC Planning Department. 
 
Ufton Nervet rail bridge 
 
Last month I reported that Network Rail anticipated the opening date as 4 November.  Since then 
Hochtief asked to extend the road closure until 9 December to deal with utilities issues – I am waiting 
for clarification as to the revised opening date. 
 
Planning and Development 
 
I am separating this out because there are two matters that have arisen of importance or potential 
importance to the whole ward (if not district). 
 
Mortimer NDP 
 
As SMPC members will know, and as will be discussed at SMPC tomorrow, the Examiner has rejected 
the NDP. 
 
He (Richard Humphreys QC) opened his report as follows: 
 
“Summary of Main Findings 
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1. Whilst the draft NDP is in general conformity with the strategic policies of the development plan, 
I find that potential landscape and visual impacts have not been considered properly when 
promoting The Site (the land to the south of St John’s Infants School) for development. Having 
regard to national policy, which gives importance to environmental as well as to economic and 
social considerations, I am not satisfied that the making of the NDP is appropriate nor that it 
would as a whole contribute to the achievement of sustainable development. My 
recommendation must therefore be that the proposal to make the NDP be refused. 
 

2. But for this issue of site selection (which is, however, a central part of the draft NDP), I would 
have recommended that the draft Plan be submitted to referendum with modifications (set out 
below). I also find that the legislative requirements have otherwise been met.” 

 
The report is a long document and deserves careful reading.  I know SMPC has been in contact with 
WBC regarding potential ways forward and that there will be a full discussion tomorrow. 
 
Possible development at Grazeley 
 
 
This WBC press release just landed: 
 
‘West Berkshire Council is working with Wokingham Borough Council and Reading Borough Council to 
face the challenges of providing for the required level of new homes, including new affordable 
homes, to meet the district’s future needs up until 2036.    
 
The three authorities have submitted an Expression of Interest (EoI) for Government funding for a 
potential Garden Settlement on land close to the borders of Reading, Wokingham and West Berkshire 
at Grazeley that could provide more than 15,000 new homes over the next 20 years, along with 
supporting shops, services and facilities. 
 
Throughout this process West Berkshire Council, neighbouring local authorities and all partners have 
been clear that the delivery of thousands of new homes hinges on significant Government funding 
being provided for the vital infrastructure needed. That means funding for sustainable public 
transport improvements, such as bus and train travel, alongside significant investment in roads such 
as the A33 and M4 motorway, and other infrastructure like schools, health services, green spaces and 
community facilities. 
 
Cllr Hilary Cole, Executive Member for Planning and Countryside said: “The Council has a duty to find 
suitable sites for housing and secure accommodation for future generations. This proposal can only 
be delivered with significant infrastructure which will require government funding and we will 
continue to work with our partners to explore the viability of a new garden city.”  
 
The possibility of a new settlement at is only one of the options being considered for providing the 
homes and infrastructure necessary in the area. It will be for the individual Councils’ Local Planning 
processes to determine the final location of new homes and other land uses such as new 
employment provision.’ 
 
I am open to suggestions from parishes as to how to move this debate forward. 
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Parishes 
 
Beech Hill 
 
Trunkwell Mansion House Hotel 
 
I recently reported to BHPC regarding a meeting I had with Messrs Swapandeep Mann, Robert (Bob) 
Walton and Graham Bell, at their invitation, on Tuesday 18 October at Trunkwell Mansion House 
Hotel, and regarding their development proposals, currently at pre-planning stage with WBC. 
 
As will be known locally, West Berkshire and Wokingham Environmental Health and Licensing have 
sought a review of the Trunkwell premises licence and there will be a hearing at WBC on 25 
November at 10.00 (Committee Room 2, Market Street).  I have said that I will be attending as ward 
member and intend to speak. 
 
Land at Wood Lane, Beech Hill, RG7 2BE (Woodlands Farm, Wood Lane, Beech Hill) 
 
I have called in this application (to convert an agricultural building onto residential accommodation).  
Note that there is a similar application in Ufton Nervet. 
 
Padworth 
 
CIL 
 
I noted the report regarding CIL receipts and that PPC is the first parish in the ward to receive a 
payment.  Now that there are funds that don’t have to be spent on public open space I look forward 
to your deliberations! 
 
Stratfield Mortimer 
 
St John’s School Zebra Crossing 
 
Following the meeting I arranged with Chris Vidler of WBC Highways & Transport Department, I note 
his email of 7 November and think it would be useful to record the salient points: 
 

 The footpath plans could be modified to establish a path between the school entrance and the 
crossing point. 

 It would be technically possible to have the crossing on a raised table in the future but this is not 
currently considered necessary. 

 Although SMPC have requested that the crossing is lit by means of integrated lighting on the 
Belisha beacons, this is not considered to meet the desired level of street lighting for the location. 
The proposed level of street lighting (a single column each side of the road) is the very minimum. 

 The existing “Patrol” flashing signs are to be replaced with “School”. 

 The concerns that motorists use the car park as a short cut between The Street and West End 
Road (and at speed) were noted and options to investigate altering or amending the ‘vehicular 
desire line’ could be included within the works programme for next year (2017/18). 

 
Neighbourhood Development Plan projects 
 
Further to my comments above regarding the NFP generally, along with Cllr Kiley and Tennant Barber, 
I attended a meeting regarding the proposal for a second car park at Mortimer Station on 26 
October.  I also note the report regarding a footpath between Mortimer and Burghfield. 
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Ufton Nervet, Three Acres Farm 
I have called in this application on very similar grounds to those for ‘Land at Wood Lane, Beech Hill’ 
mentioned above. 
 

 

Report from Cllr Mollie Lock  
  

HEALTH and WELLBEING BOARD 

 

This encompasses all ages and lifestyles and includes housing, children and adult social 

services, mental health, employment in fact anything thing which could affect the health and 

wellbeing in WBC. Currently we are focusing on two issues, substance misuse, especially of 

alcohol abuse and how it can damage relationships, cause offending behaviour, limit life 

expectancy and even the life of unborn babies. The second focus is the prevention of 

childhood obesity and early intervention as soon as a problem arises in a child or young 

person. 

 

GRAZELEY GARDEN VILLAGE 

This is a proposal by Wokingham to build 15000 new houses and all the relevant facilities 

which would be needed to support future residents on this green field land by 2036. All 

neighbouring authorities are being involved in discussions but there would be considerable 

impact on Beech Hill.     

 

WBC CONSULTATIONS 

 

I do urge you to respond to these consultations all are important but the proposed Budget cuts 

will have an impact on your parish and your responses could help to prioritise your parish 

needs.  Consultation dates 

*The Alternative Curriculum and Reintegration Service closes on 12st    November,   

*The Library Needs Assessment closes on 11thDecember  

*The Budget Proposals closes on 11th December 

 

AWE EXERCISE 

 

This was a mandatory exercise and took place on 7th November at the Aldermaston site; it 

involved over 400 people from cross boundary authorities and all the emergency services. 

The debriefing is now taking place and the findings will be published. Our Next AWE 

Liaison meeting is due to take place on 6th December on the Aldermaston site I will report on 

this at a later date. 

 

PADWORTH WASTE SITE 

 

Plans have now been drawn up for the new building and should shortly come to the EAP. The 

days and hours for the site to be open to the public are to be extended but first will have to go 

to the Council to be ratified.    

   

BOUNDARY EVIEW 

 

This is being conducted to equalise the number of electors in each electoral area, some wards 

will be moved into different areas. Discussions are taking place between WBC, Wokingham 

and both Reading West and Reading East.   
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CORPORATE PARENTING 

 

I sit on the Corporate Parenting panel but every member of every Council is responsible for 

their Looked After Children (LAC) this is to ensure these vulnerable children and young 

people are given the same best possible life chances as we wish for our own children. The 

number of LAC was slightly down in September but has risen due to having some additional 

unaccompanied minor asylum seekers and these must be treated the same as any LAC 

needing to be cared for and educated. If there is doubt about a young person’s age we can do 

an age assessment 

 

HOUSEHOLD ENQUIRY FORM 

 

Residents have until 28th November to return this form so that they will be registered to vote 

when the Electoral roll to be is published on 1st December, to date only 80% have registered.  

 

LICENSING  

 

On WBC’s advice I did not attend a meeting because I may want to speak at the Hearing and 

did not want to compromise myself and so be barred from speaking at that stage.   
 

6 Correspondence & Clerks Report 

6.1 Items of correspondence received prior to meeting on 20th September 2016. 

 

 WBCS Upstream latest update 

 Launchpad – October news 

 Berkshire Heritage Day –  

 Rural weekly news digest 

 Volunteer Bulletin 

 West Berkshire Council – Flu Press release 

 BALC Newsletter 

 Report on application 16/02131/CERTP – refused 

 Rural weekly newsletter 

 NALC Newsletter 

 Berkshire Youth Update -  Whats On 

 Rural weekly News dd 31 October 2016 

 NALC newsletter 

 Carers Drop in event 25th November 

 Swallowfield Responders Update – November 

 Planning Decision on 16/02517/LBC2 

 Request from Graham Bell for copy of standing orders 

 BMW group academy email re speeding 

 WBC licencing submission re Trunkwell 

 

6.2  The Clerk presented 3 quotations for the noticeboards for the councillors to consider,  

       along with pictures & samples.   The councillors decided that based on design and  

       aesthetics, they have opted for the company Greenbarnes Ltd. 

       It was resolved that the Clerk will now liaise with Greenbarnes Ltd and submit an  

       application for the Parish Plan Grant, of which the council has to fund 15% of the overall 

       cost.  
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Cllr Bridgeman joined the meeting. 

 

 

7 Planning Applications 

7.1 To receive and comment on applications received 

 

16/02712/FUL – conversion @ Wood Lane Farm. Objections submitted as discussed in 

previous meeting on 20th September 2016. Cllr Bridgeman advised that he has asked for the  

application to be “called in” if it looks like it is going to be approved. 

 

7.2 To receive notification of Planning Decisions from WBC 

 

16/02517/LBC2 – removal of non historic stud wall at Cross Lane Farm – permission 

granted. 

 
 

8           Representatives on Outside Bodies 

   

    

8.1.1 BNAG 

                           

  Cllr Bridges reported that a small amount of vandalism is occurring in the village,  

                           with the use of catapults by young people. 

  

             8.1.2 The Allotments Trust :  No report. 

 

 

             8.1.3   Memorial Hall:  Hannah Callier reported that the village fete and the Bonfire &  

                        Torch Light procession went very well, and were well attended. 

            They have already started planning for next years fete, and she thanked the Parish  

                         Council for the donation to the Thames Valley Air Ambulance. The Memorial Hall  

                         are now looking at how they can boost their daytime bookings, and are considering a  

                         joint venture with the shop in the church to provide lunches, so they can market the  

                         hall for business meetings. 

                         They are moving ahead with the new porch design, which will have better access for 

                         disabled users and provide better weather proofing. 

                         

 

             8.1.4 The Shop in the Church 

 

                          The shop continues to serve the village, it recently held two apple juicing  

                        sessions to produce over 160 bottles of beech hill villagers apple juice. 

 

                        The new committee and chairman have now met and are working to develop         

                        and build on the shops current success to put it in an even better financial  

                        footing producing profit for the benefit of the village. 

 

                        A new website has now been launched : Bhvshop.co.uk , this now allows      

                        produce to be ordered online for collection/delivery the next day. It also has all  

                        the Christmas order forms online. 

                       The managers now have new email addresses :manager@bhvshop.co.uk 

 

                       The Christmas shopping evening will be held on Thursday 17th November. 
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                        Cllr Plank added that he has emailed Charlie Carter, who is now the chairman,  

                        as the donation provided by the Parish Council last year of £1000 has not been  

                        reported in the latest set of accounts. 
 

 

8.1.5 Thames Valley Police: PC Ian McDonnell gave his apologies, but provided the  

              Clerk with up to date crime figures for Beech Hill for the past 2 months, which 

              show no reported crime. 

 

9         Village Website 

9.1      No information received. 

 

 10 Matters to Report 

10.1 To take questions from the public. 

 

             Hannah Callier asked if any of the councillors had met with Mr Mann, following his  

             General invitation to the whole village. None of the councillors had done so, and  

             were unaware if any residents had done so. 

 

Cllr Edwards joined the meeting @ 8.30pm 

 

11 Matters to Report 

           

            11.1 Parking at the Triangle – No update at this time. 

 

           11.2 Village Map – Hannah Callier will liaise with Cllr Edwards, as she has 

                           lots of documents that could be useful. 

 

           11.3 Trunkwell Manor – Update re planning / licencing 

 

  The Environmental Health Agency have requested a review of the licences held by 

              Trunkwell House.  This hearing will take place on 25th November, and Cllr Mayes will  

              attend on behalf of Beech Hill and Mr Bridges will attend in a personal capacity.   

               

 

 11.4 D.P.D including Clappers Farm 

             No further information regarding Clappers Farm; however Cllr Lock will forward the Clerk  

             The maps that she has received in connection to the proposed Grazeley development. 

 

 ACTION:  Cllr Mayes will research the Wokingham DC DPD in connection with new  

                                 housing. 

 

 11.5      Dog Waste Bins – Hannah Callier has asked the PC to consider the provision of dog  

             Waste bins within the village. Proposing them to be by the Pond, on the Green & at the end    

              of Wood  Lane. There is a one off cost of £80-£140 for bins, but she is waiting for the annual  

             subscription costs to have them emptied. 

             Cllr Bridges advised we would need the approval of Stratfield Saye Estate for the one by the 

             pond & WBC for the other locations. 

             Hannah Callier will forward all the costs to the Clerk once received. 
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12 Finance 

 12.1 Cheques authorised for payment: 

 

 

Accounts for payment for meeting of 15th November 2016

Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

Miss H P Malyn Salary Oct / Nov 378.36£    100396

Miss H P Malyn Exp (postage & Ink cartridges) 12.75£      100397

Mazars Audit Fee 150.00£    100398

Air Ambulance Air Ambulance donation 500.00£    100399

Bulpitt Brothers of Bramley Grass cutting 2016 1,312.00£  100400

Total 2,353.11£  

 
             

13 Any other items that the Chairman decides are urgent as items of information 

13.1 To receive items from Parish Councillors for referral to future meetings or for 

the Clerk to action. 

 No further items. 

 

 

14 Next Parish Council Meeting 

 

14.1 The meeting closed @ 8.50pm. The date and time of the next Parish Council 

meeting is Tuesday 10th January 2017  @ 7.30pm 

 


