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BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Helen Malyn 

5 Chesterment Way, Lower Earley, Reading, Berkshire RG6 4HW 
Telephone 0118 311542 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 
website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 
MINUTES OF THE BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT 7.30PM ON TUESDAY 14th November 2017 
  
 
Present:  Cllrs: Martin Plank (Chair) Chris Bridges (Vice Chair) Geoff Mayes, Alison Edwards  
                  
 
In Attendance: District Councillor Mollie Lock, District Councillor Graham Bridgman, Helen Malyn 
(clerk) & 1 member of the public  and two members of TV Police . 
                             
Declarations of Interest: members are reminded that declarations of interest should be made 
where appropriate. 
 
1 Apologies for absence: 

1.1        To receive apologies for absence from the meeting 
               Hannah Callier 
 

2 Declarations of Interest and dispensations: 
 
 2.1 To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 
                No declarations received. 
              2.2         To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests (if 
                             any) 
                             No written requests received. 
              2.3         To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate. 
                             None required. 
 
  3         Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting. 
 
             3.1          To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting of 12th September 2017 

               The minutes were signed as an accurate record of the meeting.  
    
4 Matters to report 
 

4.1 To receive an update on actions since the last meeting not appearing as agenda      
               items. 
   No items 
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5 District councillors reports. 
 

5.1 To receive any report from the West Berkshire District Councillors: 
 

 
Report from Graham Bridgman: 
 
Meetings 
 
WBC met on 31 October, when the only item of business was to consider a response to the report 
published in August by the Local Government Boundary Commission for England regarding West 
Berkshire ward boundaries post May 2019 (which I referred to in some depth in my September 
report).  There was agreement on a range of submissions, and I set out the local proposals below. 
 
The next full WBC meeting is on 7 December. 
 
WBC Executive 
 
I will be joining the Executive and replacing Cllr Keith Chopping as Portfolio Holder for Corporate 
Services, which will mean that I have to step down as Chairman of the Licensing Committee and 
come off the Governance & Ethics Committee (etc).  This is likely to be formalised at the council 
meeting on 7 December and in the meantime we are in a period of hand-over. 
 
The portfolio includes such services as HR, Legal, Finance and Property, Strategic Support, 
Commissioning, Customer Services and ICT. 
 
Ward Boundaries 
 
Locally, the WBC submissions to the Local Government Boundary Commission for England are for: 
(a) a slight amendment to the LGBCE proposal for a three member Burghfield & Mortimer Ward, by 
removing the southern part of the Sulhamstead Parish that LGBCE had included; and (b) instead of 
one, vast, three member Aldermaston & Bucklebury Ward (which would have included Padworth 
and Ufton Nervet), three, single member, wards to be called Aldermaston, Bradfield and Bucklebury. 
 
So far as the parishes within the current Mortimer Ward are concerned, Beech Hill, Stratfield 
Mortimer and Wokefield would join Burghfield to form a revised, but still three member, Burghfield 
& Mortimer Ward; Padworth would be in the new single member Aldermaston Ward (along with 
Aldermaston, Beenham, Brimpton and Wasing); and Ufton Nervet would be in the new single 
member Bradfield Ward (with Bradfield, Englefield and Sulhamstead). 
 
On behalf of myself, Cllrs Chopping (Sulhamstead) and Jackson-Doerge & Morrin (Burghfield) I have 
written to LGBCE to support these proposals.  Our submission includes: 

Our joint response is that: 

• Splitting the Sulhamstead parish is an ill-founded move.  Parishes are the basic building 

blocks of local democracy and splitting them between district council wards should not be 

undertaken unless it is wholly unavoidable, which is certainly not the case here. 

• Whilst we follow the reasons given by the Commission (as to how the southern part of 

Sulhamstead relates in community terms to Burghfield) we don’t think that this outweighs 

the importance of keeping parishes wholly within wards wherever possible as referred to 

above, particularly when removing Sulhamstead from the new ward would reduce the 

currently predicted +10% electorate number (and if the proposed  Aldermaston & 

Bucklebury ward took in the whole of Sulhamstead it would improve the current -7% 
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electorate number). 

• Whilst there is logic to creating a ward containing the service villages of Burghfield and 

Mortimer, given (i) the concentration of local population in those villages, (ii) that the 

Beech Hill and Wokefield parish councils have expressed a desire to remain connected to 

Mortimer (whereas the West Berkshire Council proposal put them into Burghfield), (iii) 

that the villages and surrounding area share a secondary school (The Willink), and (iv) that 

there is a developing synergy between local groups – particularly local volunteer groups – 

in the two villages, we fail to see that a similar logic extends to creating a vast new rural 

Aldermaston & Bucklebury ward.  It is one thing to have a three member ward in a tighter, 

urban (or at least large village), setting, but quite another in the sparsely populated 

countryside. 

 
If anyone would like a copy of our full submission please email me. 
 
Parliamentary Constituency Boundary Review 
 
The Boundary Commission for England published its revised proposals for new parliamentary 
constituency boundaries on 17 October, and there is an eight week consultation closing on 11 
December.  In essence there are no changes proposed for Wokingham. 
 
In the current Westminster climate it appears unlikely that the proposals (or similar) will be 
adopted. 
 
Finance pressures 
 
Recent WBC members’ development sessions have emphasised that, even if the full 1.99% council 
tax increase and 3% Adult Social Care precepts were taken in 2018/19, there will be a £5m+ shortfall 
in the budget to be addressed.  It is a stark reminder that Adult Social Care takes up 35% of the WBC 
budget – a net £38.3m in 2017/18.  Further, the 65+ population in West Berkshire is expected to rise 
by 34% between 2011 and 2021 (cf 26% for the South East) with the largest rise in the 74+ age 
group, so these pressures are not going away. 
 
Homelessness Reduction Act 
 
Another pressure in 2018/19 will be this new legislation, which will take effect on 1 April 2018.  
Laudable though the new requirements are, regrettably the Government’s “new burdens funding” 
to WBC of £118k over three years will be nowhere near enough to cover the cost of implementing 
the changes. 
 
District Parish Conference 
 
At the conference, held yesterday evening (7 November), there were presentations from various 
speakers including one from Cllr Pat Wingfield (SMPC) regarding the Stratfield Mortimer NDP.  A 
particular point that was raised outside the meeting was with regard to the amount of information 
on the parish portal and the usefulness of the Clerk’s forum for an exchange of ideas, issues, etc. 
 
 

Local Matters 
 
Grazeley 
 
There will be another parish briefing at WBC on 20 November at 14:00 (I understand that this will be 
a repeat of the one that took place on 5 October). 
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M4 
 
As has been publicised locally, maintenance work to replace parts of the bridges that carry the M4 
over various roads between junctions 12 and 13 has started, such that the motorway will be closed 
between those junctions over the following entire weekend periods (21:00 Friday through to 05:00 
Monday): 

• Friday 24 to Monday 27 November 2017 

• Friday 8 to Monday 11 December 2017 

• Friday 15 to Monday 18 December 2017 

• Friday 12 to Monday 15 January 2018 

• Friday 19 to Monday 22 January 2018 (contingency). 

 
Community Infrastructure Levy 
 
WBC Development & Planning recently issued notifications of half-yearly CIL receipts to parishes.  
Although within this ward only Stratfield Mortimer PC received anything in the period, it is 
important to realise that the new CIL regime has a particular reporting structure such that parishes 
need to consider what they might spend/have spent CIL on and report accordingly. 
 
From the notes that go out with CIL notifications: 

A local council must use CIL receipts passed to it in accordance with regulation 59A or 59B to 
support the development of the local council’s area, or any part of that area, by funding— (a) 
the provision, improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of infrastructure; or (b) 
anything else that is concerned with addressing the demands that development places on an 
area. 

and 

West Berkshire Council as the CIL collecting authority, has no say on how such local council 
receipts are spent.  However, you may wish to draw up a set of criteria around (a) and (b) 
above so that your local council can demonstrate to West Berkshire (through the annual 
report) that an item(s) meets the tests (a) and (b) and that it is capable of being used to assess 
potential proposals .  This would be in the interests of transparency for the local council and 
perhaps could reflect issues raised by the community at AGMs or other local council meetings. 

Please note that CIL monies do not have to be spend within the financial year .  CIL receipts will 
be distributed twice a year (end April and end October) and receipts should be spent within 5 
years on this cycle or they will need to be repaid to West Berkshire .  It is therefore important 
to have a transparent trail of evidence for individual receipts .   

 
Bryan Lyttle (WBC Planning and Transport Policy Manager) suggests that, even if a parish council 
didn’t receive any CIL during the 2016/17 financial year, it nevertheless puts a nil report on its 
website and cc’s WBC (cil@westberks.gov.uk), just so you are in the habit… 
 
Winter plan for key transport routes 
 
On Monday 30 October WBC began monitoring the weather and will grit roads whenever road 
temperatures are forecast to fall below zero with a hoar frost. 
 
Primary routes, including all A and B roads and some strategically important C roads (and which 
account for 40% of the district's almost 800 miles of road), will be gritted whenever a frost or ice is 
forecast.  Secondary routes (which make up 20% of the highway network) will be gritted once frosty 
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or icy conditions have been experienced for an unbroken period of 72 hours or greater (ie sub-zero 
temperatures experienced through the period for three continuous days and nights). 
 
Residents targeted by scammers 
 
A recent survey of over 300 local people by the Public Protection Partnership (which covers West 
Berkshire, Wokingham and Bracknell Forest) and Citizens Advice has revealed that as many as 71% 
of residents have been targeted by scammers, but that only 57% reported the incident to the 
Citizens Advice, Police or Trading Standards. 
 
The Chairman of the Joint Public Protection Committee has urged people to report their experiences 
so that support can be offered and to help other people to avoid being scammed: “they (the victims) 
are not just a statistic, they are a valuable resource which enables us to be aware, keep ahead of 
scammers and allocate resources to fight against them which we can only do if we are in the know.” 
 
Citizens Advice should be the first port of call if someone is aware of a scam or has been scammed - 
03454 040506 (Monday to Friday between 09:00 and 17:00). 
 
Funding for community crime prevention 
 
Staying with information from the Public Protection Partnership, a new Public Protection 
Community Fund of £50,000 has been made available from assets seized from criminals as a result 
of their criminal activity to enable local groups to address community safety and to help prevent 
crime. 
 
Grants of up to £7,500 per group are available and the PPP is encouraging community groups and 
not-for-profit organisations to seek funding for crime prevention in their local community, with a 
deadline of Monday 4 December for this first round of applications. 
 
To find out more, and to download an application form, go to www.westberks.gov.uk/ppcf. 

 

Parishes 

Beech Hill 

 
Trunkwell House Hotel 

 

Having spoken to Simon Till (WBC Planning), some more responses have been received from the 

applicant (yesterday – 7 November) in relation to highways and environmental health issues.  He 

remains hopeful that he can get observations from WBC Highways and Environmental Health teams, 

such that the application can be put before the Eastern Area Planning Committee meeting on 29 

November. 

 

Library Service 

 

I note the email dated 2 November from Paul James (WBC Culture and Libraries) to the Clerk 

regarding the At Home service and the cost of a mobile library provision, which you will no doubt be 

discussing at your meeting on 14 November. 

 

Cross Lane 

 

I note that Cross Lane is due to be closed to through traffic between 15 November and 6 December 

for Gigaclear works, with a diversion route via The Street, Station Road, Park Lane and Beech Hill 

Road.  (Any queries should be addressed to Matt Gleed of Gigaclear on 07989 397217.) 
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Padworth 
 
Proposed pedestrian crossing on the A340 at Aldermaston Wharf 

 

I note that the consultation letters were sent out on 26 October with a response date of 17 

November. I await the outcome with interest, but hope that everyone thinks that this is an excellent 

idea! 

 

Veolia Waste Site 

 

I am told that more information is awaited from Veolia and that it is now unlikely that the planning 

applications will make it to the Eastern Area Planning Committee meeting on 29 November.  As 

soon as I know more I will report. 

 

Rectory Road 

 

Further to previous discussions, emails, etc, I note that Rectory Road will be closed to through traffic 

between 20 November and 22 December to enable water pipe renewal works to be carried out, 

with diversions via Sopers Lane, Rag Hill, Red Lane and Reading Road.  (Any queries should be 

addressed to Hawa Hussein of Balfour Beatty on 07860 834386.) 

 

Stratfield Mortimer 
 

Members’ Bid 

 

Following the discussions at the special SMPC meeting on 23 October, I submitted the members’ bid 

for: (a) a power supply to Mortimer Fairground adjacent to the tennis courts/all-weather playing 

area; (b) an electronic entry system for the tennis courts/all-weather playing area; and (c) two 

mobile floodlights for the Alfred Palmer Memorial Field, to Jim Sweeting (WBC’s Sport and Leisure 

Manager) on the 25th.  He has added his endorsement and forwarded the paperwork to the 

appropriate officer.  We now await a decision (around 17 November). 

 

The Street 

 
The resurfacing appeared to go smoothly without too much disruption, in addition to which I was 

pleased to have been able to put residents of St Mary’s and Ravensworth Road in touch with 

WBC/the contractors to arrange that some of the planings were delivered so that the residents 

could do some of their own road repairs as well! 

 

CIL settlement 

 

The Clerk will no doubt be advising councillors of the CIL payment notification recently issued – I 

refer to my general comments above. 

 

Mortimer Station Car Park Extension 

 

Unfortunately I had a clash of meetings preventing me from attending the meeting at WBC on 11 

October (although I was only ever going to be an observer).  I know that further work is going on 

and await developments.  
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Report from District Councillor Mollie Lock 

 

Local Government Boundary Commission Review. 

At the last West Berkshire Council meeting on the 2nd November 2017  the proposal to reduce the 

number of Wards and the  corresponding Members from 52 to 42 (+/1)  was carried. It was not 

unanimous as several members including the Chairman Cllr Graham Jones do not favour 3 member 

wards in rural areas. Mortimer /Burghfield is proposed as one such three member ward which 

includes Beech Hill and Wokefield. I spoke and proposed that Burghfield should have two Members 

and Mortimer one to include Beech Hill .Beech Hill / Wokefield PCs are currently allocated to the 

new Burghfield Ward and this was supported by the three current conservative Council members. 

Community Infrastructure Levy CIL 

Because Mortimer now has a Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) approved and the Parish 

Council is now receiving CIL at the higher 25% rate for development in the parish.  

Adult Social Services.  

On Delayed Transfers from hospital (bed blocking) I can report that since April 2017, 10 stepdown 

beds have been made available in Newbury where some people not requiring in hospital care can to 

be transferred for further assessment to their home, residential care, supported living, or nursing 

homes following assessment by the Enablement Team. This should save the NHS £400 per day.  The 

Better Care Funding has also established a pathway for vulnerable patients to have in place all the 

equipment and carers in place to enable them to return to their own home or to suitable residential 

or nursing home as soon as they are ready for discharge. WBC is also developing a scheme to 

encourage the recruitment and retention of social service workers by giving them a pathway of 

training and gaining qualifications to regard their work as a good professional career.  

Children’s Services 

These are now rated as GOOD.  Head of service Mac Heath who joined WBC two years ago is 

leaving at the end of this year. He with his team have raised the Children’s Services rating from 

Inadequate to Good during that time with some aspects as outstanding.  A new appointee is 

expected to be appointed mid December 2017. 

Education Department.  

Ian Pearson, head of Education reported that schools are currently fully staffed although some 

schools currently have Acting Head Teachers. Some schools are running with a deficit budget in this 

academic year and some schools especially small schools anticipate a deficit 2018/2019, this is due 

to rising costs and variation of pupil numbers.. 

Duke of Edinburgh Awards.  

West Berkshire Council are proposing not to fund the £1000 License fee and any staffing costs for 

running the DoE schemes in the District. In future other sources of funding the fees will be needed 

from Parish Councils, School budgets or charities if the scheme is to be continued. 

Veolia Padworth Waste and Recycling Site 

The planning application to extend the range of services at Padworth to include domestic waste and 

to extend the opening hours to the public is expected to go to the Eastern Area Planning Committee 

in late November or early December after delays caused by legal challenges and traffic data. 
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Emergency Centres.  Beech Hill Memorial Hall has been listed as an Emergency Centre if needed 

following a major incident or accident. For this a provision of some £20,000 may be made.          

A detailed discussion was held between the councillors and district councillors covering items 

mentioned in both reports.       

 

6          Correspondence & Clerks report 
    

6.1 To receive items of correspondence        
 

 Weekly Email News Digest 

 Planning Application –17/02384/AGRIC – Full planning application required 

 Boundary Commission review 

 Planning Application – 17/02488/HOUSE 

 SID training 

 Consultation on litter picking 

 Rural Economy Spotlight Email 

 WBCS Upstream electronic magazine 

 Decision notice – 17/02131/PACOU – Granted 

 BHN September update 

 Planning Application – 17/02676/LBC2 

 Launchpad Monthly Update 

 Email from Mr Neuhofer re blocked footpath 

 Carers day information & poster 

 Greenham – Across the Tracks exhibition 

 Volunteer Bulletin 

 Police & Crime Plan 2017-2021 

 Alzheimer’s – Volunteer Opportunity  

 Community Responders Update 

 Email re Trunkwell Planning Application 

 Rural Housing Spotlight 

 Grazeley Briefing Notes 

 District Conference 

 Spencers Wood Speed limit petition 

 Thames Valley Police Burglary Advice 

 CIL Parish advice letter 

 WBC Transport Consultation 

 Application 17/02954/AGRIC 

 Mobile Library Costs 

 Application decision 17/02488/HOUSE 

 BALC 2017 AGM 

 
                    
7                          Planning Applications: 
 
            7.1 To receive and comment on applications received:  
 
                             17/02954/AGRIC – No objections, comments submitted 
                             17/01524/COMIND – An amendment to the planning application for   
                             Trunkwell House has been submitted.  The councillors discussed the proposed  
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                            amendments raising concerns re the use of the word “temporary”, extensions to  
                            marquees and continuing parking arrangements. It was resolved that the Chairman 
                            will draft a response based on the discussions and forward to the clerk for 
                            submission. 
 
          7.2             To receive notification of Planning decisions from WBC 
                             17/02131/PACOU - Granted 
                             17/02488/HOUSE - Granted 
                 
8               Representatives of outside bodies 
           

8.1.1 BNAG – The committee would like to see a standardisation of bicycle lights. It was 
mentioned that WBC have confirmed that there are no funds to repair the faulty 
VAS or install any traffic monitoring systems. CB is in contact with a private 
individual who may be able to assist with the provision of a SDR (Speed Data 
Recorder) at a reduced cost. Further enquiries to be made. 
ACTION: District Concillor Lock apologised for not having researched the cost of 
the SDR – to be reported at the next meeting. 

 
8.1.2 The Allotments Trust – No report 
8.1.3 The Memorial Hall – No report 
8.1.4 The Shop in the church – distributed to councillors in advance of meeting. 

We’ve been busy preparing for our annual Christmas shopping evening which is on 
Wednesday 15th November, this is where we launch all our Christmas products and 
gift ideas. This year you can order everything you need for the dog day from your 
turkey right down to the cream for you Christmas pudding and everything in 
between. We also launch our Christmas tearoom menu. We are now fully booked 
for our gingerbread house afternoon with the children.  
We have had 2 film crews in this month which has been very exciting, Thames valley 
news did a 10 minute day interview about us and our progress over the last 4 years. 
The Plunkett Foundation asked us to help do an information film for other groups 
trying to set up community projects.   
I would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and happy new year.  

                           8.1.5       Thames Valley Police – 2 PCSO’s attended from the Pangbourne  
                             Station.  They reported that were 3 crimes within Beech Hill in the last  
                              4 months: 1 x criminal damage, 1 x non-residential dwelling & 1 vehicle 
                              theft. All from farms, so the Police are monitoring the situation. 
 

9 Village Website   
9.1 To receive a report from the webmaster Peter Simpson – No report  

received. 
                         

10          Agenda Items: 
               
              10.1 Village map – Cllr Edwards is in discussion with Stuart Higgins @ WBC re copyright 
                             and use of maps and documents.  
              10.2       Update re Dog waste bins – Cllr Callier was not at the meeting. To be cfwd to    
                             the January meeting. 
                              
11 Finance 
 
 11.1 To authorise cheques for payment 
   The Clerk presented a schedule of the cheques for payment at the meeting: 
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Accounts for payment for meeting of 14th November 2017

Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

Miss H P Malyn Salary Oct/Nov 378.36£    100429

Oct / Nov postal expenses 3.58£        

Bulpitt Brothers Grass Cutting 1,340.00£  100430

Total 1,721.94£  

 
                              
   
 
12 Any other items that the Chairman decides are urgent as items of information 
 
 11.1 To receive items from the Parish Councillors for referral to future meeting or 
   for the Clerk to action. 
                              
                            Cllr Bridges advised that he had attended the District Conference on 7th  
                            November. There was a presentation on the Stratfield Saye & Mortimer NDP. CB 
                            made the comment at the conference that whilst SS & M received a large CIL for  
                            their NDP, those neighbouring parishes such as Beech Hill & Wokefield that are  
                            affected by the NDP’s receive no financial support / contribution at all. 
                            District Councillor Bridgman stated that this is a statutory process and not  
                            local or within the powers of WBC.  
 
                            The chairman raised the question about an annual donation to Swallowfield 
                            Community Responders that has been missed for the previous 2 years. 
                             It was resolved to make an immediate donation of £250 for 2017, and chq 100431 
                             was written and signed at the meeting. 
 
                            ACTION: Clerk to ensure this is made on an annual basis. 

       
13   Next Parish Council Meeting 
   
 13.1 It was confirmed that the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting is to be 
   Tuesday 16th January 2018 @ 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall 
 
   Meeting closed at 9.05pm 
    
 
 
  
 
 
 
    


