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BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Helen Malyn 

5 Chesterment Way, Lower Earley, Reading, Berkshire RG6 4HW 
Telephone 0118 311542 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 
website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 
MINUTES OF THE BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT 7.30PM ON TUESDAY 13th March 2018 
  
 
Present:  Cllrs: Martin Plank (Chair) Chris Bridges (Vice Chair) Geoff Mayes, Alison Edwards &  
                           Hannah Callier. 
                  
In Attendance: District Councillor Mollie Lock, District Councillor Graham Bridgman, Helen Malyn 
(clerk) & 6 residents 
                             
Declarations of Interest: members are reminded that declarations of interest should be made 
where appropriate. 
 
1 Apologies for absence: 

1.1        To receive apologies for absence from the meeting 
               None required, all present 
 

2 Declarations of Interest and dispensations: 
 
 2.1 To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 
                Should planning application 18/00255/HOUSE be discussed, then Cllr Edwards  
                             would briefly leave the meeting due to personal connection. 
              2.2         To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests (if 
                             any) 
                             No written requests received. 
              2.3         To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate. 
                             None required. 
 
  3         Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting. 
 
             3.1          To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting of 16th January 2018 
                             The minutes were signed as an accurate record of the meeting.  
    
4 Matters to report 
 

4.1 To receive an update on actions since the last meeting not appearing as agenda      
               items. 
   No items, as all appear as agenda items. 

 

5 District councillors reports. 
 

5.1 To receive any report from the West Berkshire District Councillors: 
 

 
 
 

mailto:clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk
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Report from Graham Bridgman: 
 
Mr Bridgman advised the councillors that all communication for the next 2 months will be sent from 
personal email accounts, as WBC employees are subject to a period of “purdah” whilst Thatcham 
holds an election. 
 
Meetings 
 
WBC met on 1 March in what seemed like the depths of winter even though it was the 
meteorological first day of spring, principally to agree the budget for 2018/19. 
 
Revenue Budget 
 
The proposals that I outlined last month were agreed at the meeting on 1 March. 
 
As an overview of the budget setting process, the difficulties in setting a balanced budget from year 
to year have continued, with Revenue Support Grant now virtually zero – in 2013/14 it was almost 
£24m.   Growth in other income streams has helped to mitigate this but, taking inflation into 
account, there has been a real terms reduction in our annual spending of over £40m since 2013/14. 
 
A major issue is the spiralling cost of adult social care, which represents 35% of our net budget, with 
the number of elderly people in West Berkshire growing faster than in many other areas of the 
country: 

 it has been estimated that in twenty years’ time there will be one retired adult for every two of 

working age; 

 in 2001, 13.3% of the WBC population was aged 65 or over; by 2036 this is predicted to rise to 

27.2%; 

 older age groups are expected to increase by an even greater margin – by 2036 the number of 

over 85s is anticipated to have increased by 135% in comparison to 2015. 

 
Caring for our most vulnerable residents is one of the most important things we do, but it costs a lot 
of money.  
 
So, we have set a budget with a 2.99% council tax increase alongside a 3% Adult Social Care precept.  
The council tax for a Band D (the average) household will rise by £82.59. 
 
In addition we have introduced some income measures, the most important of which, as detailed in 
previous reports, is green waste roadside collection charging (taking green waste to a recycling 
centre, eg Padworth, will stay free of charge). 
 
Capital Strategy and Programme (to 2022/23) 
 
The programme allocates £73.6m of WBC capital resources over the next five years with capital 
spending to be financed from capital receipts, government capital grants, s106 funds and 
Community Infrastructure Levy. 
 
The programme helps deliver the key priorities for improvement in the Council Strategy 2015-2019 
(see further below) by proposing investment in the following key areas: 

 improving educational attainment and closing the educational attainment gap: £69.8m for new 

school places and improvements to school buildings; 
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 key infrastructure improvements in relation to roads: £55.5m for the maintenance and 

improvement of highways; 

 regeneration and the digital economy: £4m to facilitate the delivery of superfast broadband 

across the district; 

 safeguarding children and vulnerable adults: £15.7m for occupational health equipment, home 

adaptations and supported living for vulnerable adults and looked after children, and to improve 

the supply of temporary accommodation for people at risk of becoming homeless; 

 supporting communities to do more to help themselves: £3.7m for maintenance and 

improvement of parks, open spaces, sporting and cultural facilities, and £0.5m for grants to 

support community projects; 

 becoming and even more effective council - living within our means: £30m for investment in 

commercial property in order to generate revenue income to help meet the running costs of 

WBC services. 

 
West Berkshire Council Strategy 2015-2019 Refresh 
 
At the meeting on 1 March, WBC agreed a refresh of its strategy.  The revised document can be 
found at http://info.westberks.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=34790&p=0 and contains a great deal 
of information about West Berkshire and WBC’s strategic vision. 
 
Hoards and Treasure – a special exhibition at the West Berkshire Museum 
 
Brought together for the first time at the West Berkshire Museum in Newbury are 13 hoards from 
around the district, ranging in date from the Bronze Age (over 4,000 years ago) to the late 18th 
century, and containing all sorts of objects (not just coins, and apparently a hoard can officially 
consist of as few as two items, as long as they meet certain criteria).  The exhibition will run until 
January next year. 
 
Roman coins are the most commonly found hoards in West Berkshire, with a total of six Roman 
hoards in the museum collection.  As with much of history, there are more questions than answers, 
but this exhibition has enabled the museum to show items in its collection that have not been 
displayed together before.  Also on display are Treasure items that have been found locally, some of 
them as recently as last year (Treasure items and other finds are reported through the national 
Portable Antiquities Scheme which is greatly expanding the understanding of the past). 
 
The Museum is open from Wednesday to Sunday, 10:00 to 16:00, and  entry is free (although 
donations are encouraged and go towards the upkeep of the historic museum buildings). 
 
Severe Weather Emergency Protocol (SWEP) 
 
During the freezing weather at the end of February/start of March, WBC implemented this protocol 
so that rough sleepers are able to access warm, safe accommodation, either at Two Saints in 
Newbury, or elsewhere depending on demand, as well as wider support and advice as appropriate.  
This targeted intervention is designed to help the small number of people who are not normally 
eligible for services, or choose to sleep rough, or have previously refused support from housing 
services (supporting rough sleepers during adverse weather is part of a much broader programme 
of activity to tackle homelessness in the district – WBC’s housing team works alongside a number of 
local partners year-round to prevent people becoming homeless in the first place, as well as offering 
help and support when it does occur – including through the ‘No Second Night Out’ policy to help 
people find emergency accommodation). 
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West Berkshire was one of (only) 25 districts to be part of a new Making Every Adult Matter 
(MEAM) scheme, which helps develop coordinated, effective support for people experiencing 
multiple needs – with significant results in the areas where it has already been piloted. 
 
‘Lifting the lid on GDPR’ – free business workshop 
 
WBC’s Business Support Service has teamed with Blake Consultants Limited to offer a free workshop 
on the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) to businesses - Thursday 22 March, 09:00 to 
11:30, at the WBC offices in Market Street, Newbury, RG14 5LD. 
 
The new GDPR legislation comes into force on 25 May and will affect the way all businesses, 
regardless of size, communicate and keep data.  The workshop will tell businesses everything they 
need to know around data protection, IT, marketing, systems and processes - aimed specifically, but 
not exclusively, at B2C or B2B business with a UK client base, businesses will understand what the 
new law will mean for them and find out more about the three most important elements of the 
GDPR: 

 individuals’ rights (people will have more rights when it comes to the information businesses 

hold about them); 

 accountability (businesses will need to have documents and processes in place to show that 

they are adhering to the new regulations); 

 risk (businesses could be fined up to 4% of global turnover if it is proven that they have 

breached the rules). 

 
To book a place, please contact Janet Duffield: 01635 519475 or janet.duffield@westberks.gov.uk. 
 
District Parish Conference 
 
A reminder that the latest District/Parish Conference is tomorrow (Thursday 15 March) and I look 
forward to seeing some of you there. 
 
 

Local Matters 
 
Padworth Household Waste Recycling Centre 
 
The latest that I have is that WBC Planning (Minerals & Waste) are expecting the further submissions 
from Veolia this week, following which they will (freshly) advertise and consult.  This takes 30 days 
and WBC then need to consider any responses..  This, I am told, gives a prospective planning 
committee date in early May. 
 

Three Year Highway Improvement Programme 2018/19 to 2020/21 
 
WBC’s programme has been adopted with local projects as follows: 
 
Parish Road Name Start Location End Location Length (m) Treatment 

Year 1 (2018/19) 

Beech Hill Beech Hill Road Grazeley Road District Boundary 1,113 Surface 
Dressing 

Beech Hill Trowes Lane Unnamed Road District Boundary 225 40mm 
Inlay/Overlay 
  from The Broadway 
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Stratfield Mortimer The Street/Station Road Mortimer Lane National speed limit 715 40mm 
Inlay/Overlay 
 (inc mini roundabout)  signs on Station Road 
   (dir Beech Hill) 

Wokefield Palmers Lane/Riders Lane Burnthouse Lane Goring Lane 1,145  Surface 
Dressing 

Year 2 (2019/20) 

Stratfield Mortimer Longmoor Lane Windmill Road Burghfield Road 1,216  Surface 
Dressing 

Stratfield Mortimer Unnamed road known  Beech Hill Road District Boundary 1,644  Surface 
Dressing 
 as Mortimer Lane 

Padworth Bath Road Service Road,  A4 A4 494 Surface 
Dressing 
 Beenham 

Year 3 (2020/21) 

Stratfield Mortimer Birch Lane West End Road End 165 40mm 
Inlay/Overlay 

Stratfield Mortimer Longmoor Lane (Estate Longmoor Lane Longmoor Lane 88  Surface 
Dressing 
 Service Road) 

AWE 
 

A number of matters were discussed at the AWE Local Liaison Committee meeting on 7 March 
including AWE’s application to the Environment Agency to increase the Aldermaston site limit for 
volatile beta discharges from 4.4 megaBecquerels to 100 megaBecquerels (which arises from the 
work undertaken by the Nuclear Forensics Laboratory in respect of the threat of nuclear terrorism).  
The EA representative put the application into context by saying that it is not the discharge limit that 
is the critical issue, but rather the resultant exposure to individuals outside the site boundary (but 
the limit is expressed in terms of discharge because that is what can be measured accurately).  
Exposure is measured in microsieverts (μSv) and, for example, a full body CT scan is between 10,000 
and 30,000 μSv  and a two-view mammogram between 400 and 600 μSv .  The anticipated effect of 
the change is to produce an upper limit of exposure of 13 μSv per annum, hence the EA viewing the 
increase as ‘minor’. 
 
The Office of Nuclear Regulation report dealt with, among other things, the new Burghfield 
Emergency Planning Zone (see below). 
 
Burghfield Emergency Planning Zone 
 
The new zone was announce this morning (14 March) and a map of the zone can be found at 
http://www.onr.org.uk/images/reppir/burghfield-2018.jpg.  To what extent the new zone will affect 
any plans for Grazeley waits to be seen. 
 
Grazeley 
 
There is an all-day meeting at Wokefield Park on 24 March (Wokingham Local Plan Update 
Masterplanning Community Workshop) and I will report back in due course. 
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Parishes 
 
Padworth 
 
Sun Shine Music Fest 
 
As some parish councillors will know, I am a director of the company organising this proposed event, 
along with fellow members of Mortimer Music Live and a founding member of Burghfield Santas.  I 
took part in the discussions with representatives of the Village Hall committee and have been 
involved in drafting contracts, applications, etc, but so far as anything regarding WBC is concerned I 
have made declarations regarding my position and have taken/will be taking no part in any aspect of 
(eg) the consideration of the licensing application. 
 
Junction of Mill Lane with A340 
 
I have been in discussions with a resident of Mill Lane regarding concerns about the ability of 
vehicles to safely exit Mill Lane and turn right onto the A340, given that Mill Lane is hidden from 
view as you cross the Kennet from the direction of A4, coupled with the speed of some traffic over 
the bridge.  This is ongoing. 
 

Stratfield Mortimer 
 
Mortimer to Burghfield Footpath/Cycleway 
 
Cllr Kilshaw and I met with Jon Winstanley (WBC Transport & Countryside Projects Manager) on 2 
March to look at possible options and I have no doubt that Cllr Kilshaw updated you at your recent 
meeting. 
 
SID 

Following emails from Cllrs Ives and Kilshaw, I have been discussing the availability of SID analysis 
and/or raw data with WBC Traffic Management & Road Safety, and the Portfolio Holder (Cllr 
Jeanette Clifford).  Glyn Davis (WBC Principal Engineer) recently emailed me on the subject and I 
shared that with the councillors. – again there was, no doubt, a discussion at your meeting. 
 
MOR006 (the NDP Site) 
 
WBC Planning have very recently received amended proposals from the developer for the siting of 
affordable housing within the development and are considering them.  Further, I (along with Cllrs 
Wingfield, Dennett and Lock, Tennant Barber and the Clerk) have been sent an email by the 
applicant’s agents regarding WBC Highways responses to the application.  I have suggested a 
meeting to discuss the issue and wait to hear. 
 
Forestry work to the rear of College Piece and Groves Lea 
 
The Englefield Estate Forestry Department have been contracted by the owners of an area of 
woodland behind College Piece and Groves Lea to carry out some tree felling and re-planting over 
the next few weeks.  As councillors will know, there is a footpath within the work area and a 
banksman will be in place at certain times during the work for public safety. 
 
Following the tree felling, the area will be replanted with sweet chestnut and silver birch.  There is a 
quantity of fly tipping within the area which will be removed from the woodland during the 
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operation – indeed I noticed yesterday (13 March) that a quantity of material had been moved to 
the roadside, presumably for collection and disposal. 
 
Questions were raised by the Chairman concerning how much of the increase in Council Tax would 
be ring fenced to pay for the general services which most people believed the tax was for. Councillor 
Bridgeman was only able to advise that the increases would go to the general budget, which more 
and more of it is required to meet the Council’s statutory obligations relating to the care of the 
elderly and youth. The Chairman raised concerns that Central Government were passing on these 
costs to the local communities and depriving them of services which were previously provided from 
their council tax payments.  
 
Report from Mollie Lock 
 
NEW MONEY FOR FAMILY SAFEGUARDING 

Following the government grant of £11.6m for a Children’s Social Programme when WBC was 

awarded £2.1m and Bracknell Forest £1.9m. Work has started   replicating the Hertfordshire Family 

Safeguarding Model (FMS). (The FMS brings together professionals to provide intensive support to 

those families who have problems with substance misuse, mental health and domestic abuse which 

put children at risk) Mac Heath left in December and the new Head of Service will be working with 

the Director, Rachael Wardell, to ensure a smooth take over.  

 Rachael Wardell has been appointed to a larger authority, she has steered us through to becoming 

Ofsted rated GOOD and thank her and wish her well. Shortly we will be interviewing applicants to 

seek her replacement.  

EDUCATION 

 We now have the delegated schools budget from the government, sadly this will make it difficult 

for all schools to balance their budgets due to the increase incurred to run their schools so; more 

schools are likely go into deficit 2018/2019 and have to find savings such as less subjects being 

offered in secondary schools and cuts to ancillary services in primary schools. Pupils with Higher 

Needs continue to increase now the age range has been extended from 0-25. Our government 

funding for each pupil is nearly two pounds less than that of some other councils. 

 The Special Needs Event was well received and helped parents and carers of children and young 

people to understand the “Local Offer” informing them how they could get access, help and advice 

to so they could get  the best care and education for those in their care. 

 Due to the contrariety of opinions in Theale there was a Parish Poll see if residents were in favour 

for a new school built in Theale. 

(In order to have a Parish Poll a Parish Council has to inform the Returning Officer (RO) of the 

question, the name and address of the proposer and the date of the meeting then the RO will 

decide whether or not the Poll should be held. A Poll must then be held between 14-25 days 

(excluding weekends and public holidays) and take place between 4.00pm and 9.00pm. There are no 

polling cards or postal votes and normal Polling Stations would be used IF available). 

This year 92% of children in WBC received their first preferred choice of school and 98% of all 

children received their first, second or third choice. 

BUILDING COMMUNITIES TOGETHER PARTNERSHIPS 

This comes under the Health and Wellbeing Board and includes the Police and Crime Commissioner, 

the Local Safeguarding Children Board, the Safeguarding Adults Board and the Youth Offending 
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Team Management Group linking into the partnership. Today, 5th March, there was a member 

development workshop where members, Susan Powell, the Building Communities Together Team 

manager, and some WBC officers looked at problems in different wards; parking, speeding, housing, 

fly tipping, antisocial behaviour, lack of youth facilities, waste disposal and drugs seemed to be 

common in nearly all wards.  Working in three groups we had to identify one problem and find a 

solution; parking, speeding and drugs in schools were chosen. Our task was to discuss how a 

community could be involved to work together to address the problem.   

6          Correspondence & Clerks report 
    

6.1 To receive items of correspondence        
 

 Weekly Email News Digest 

 Weekly Planning Lists 

 SCAS Newsletter 

 Email from Andrew Speed re Parking @ Elm Tree Pub 

 Berkshire Volunteer Service Event 

 Adopt a kiosk correspondence 

 BALC Update 

 TVERC Newsletter 

 Hoards & Treasure exhibition in Newbury 

 Basingstoke & Deane DPD 

 Application 18/00236/HOUSE 

 Application 18/00174/LBC2 

 Application 18/00172/CERTE 

 Application 18/00001/LBC2 

 Application18/00255/HOUSE 

 Emails re Mobile Library 

 Email re WBC budget proposals 

 West Berkshire Local Plan Review 

 WBC advice for Rough Sleepers 

 Basingstoke & Deanne NDP 

 CPRE Planning Workshop details  

 Quotation for a replacement street Light 

 Email re Commonwealth Day & Events 

 West Berkshire response to Healthwatch West Berkshire Homelessness 

Report 

 LCPAS – Review of Ethical Standards consultation 

 Parish Online News 

 WBC Press release re Rat control 

 Planning Decision 17/03549/FUL – withdrawn 

 WBCS Upstream online magazine 

 Quotation for replacement street light                    

 
             6.2         Bulpitts quotation for 2018 grass cutting. 
 
  The quotation provided is at the same level as for the 2017 season. Councillors  
                             discussed the schedule and it was decided that an additional cut should be  
                             scheduled in July. 
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                             It was agreed that the Clerk should send a formal acceptance of the quotation and  
                             discuss the additional cut. 
                             
 
             6.3          Policy Review 
   
                             The Clerk confirmed that she had reviewed all the policies currently held by  
                             Beech Hill, and other than a change to the insurance policy number, no  
                            amendments were required.  
                              
 
7                          Planning Applications: 
 
            7.1 To receive and comment on applications received:  
 
                             The following applications have been received by the Parish Council and comments        
                             where applicable have been returned to WBC Planning Department. No further  
                             discussions were held. 
 
  18/00172/CERTE – Objections raised re continued use of this property, full  
                                                                application requested. Councillor Bridgeman advised that he  
                                                                had learned that a confidential letter had accompanied the  
                                                                application which had not been shared with the BHPC or placed  
                                                                in the public record. Councillor Bridgeman was enquiring into  
                                                                whether the letter could form part of the application or not. 
                             18/00236/HOUSE – Supported with conditions, to look at parking, footings &  
                                                                 drainage 
                             18/00001/LBC2 – No objections raised 
                             18/00174/LBC2 – No objections raised 
                             18/00255/HOUSE – No objections, comments made re drainage, removal of hedge. 
 
                              Full details can be found on the WBC website 
                              
          7.2             To receive notification of planning decisions from WBC 
 
                             17/03549/FUL – (6 Bloomfieldhatch Lane) application withdrawn 
                              
8               Representatives of outside bodies 
           

8.1.1 BNAG – The main topic of discussion was speeding through the village committee  
8.1.2 The Allotments Trust –  No report received 

           8.1.3         The Memorial Hall – No report received. 
           8.1.4         The Shop in the Church – No report received. 
           8.1.5         Thames Valley Police – Report received from Inspector Chris Ward. Summary of  
                              which was read out by Clerk.  
 
 I apologise that there are no members of the Neighbourhood Policing Team available to attend this 
meeting.  I have reviewed the crime information for Beech Hill since the November meeting (there 
having been no police presence at the January meeting).  I attended the Burghfield and Mortimer 
NAG in February with Acting Sergeant Andy Murray. 
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Burglary 
There has been one report, in February, of a break in to a house which was being worked on.  
Builders’ tools were taken. 
 
There has been one attempt on St Mary’s church which was thwarted by improvements to the door 
in December but persons unknown did succeed in gaining access via a vestry window in March and 
stole a charity box. 
There has been one further burglary in March when a garage was broken into and tools and vehicle 
accessories were stolen. 
 
Criminal Damage 
A stolen vehicle from Reading was set fire to in November in Beech Hill. 
 
There have been no other reports of criminal damage. 
 
 
Vehicle Crime 
A Range Rover was stolen from a locked barn in November and later found in Hampshire and 
recovered safely to the owner. 
 
Cyber Crime 
There is one recorded cybercrime incident which, whilst it did not result in any loss to the person 
against whom the attempt was perpetrated, does serve to remind us of the prevalence of 
individuals who will attempt to steal and defraud using a computer.  There is advice available on the 
Thames Valley Police website – either search for cybercrime or click on the Crime Prevention 
button.   
 
Thames Valley Alerts 
I would also commend Thames Valley Alerts as a means for alerting people to new trends in cyber 
and other crimes as well as providing information about local crimes.  I have added a link below 
which some parish councils include on their websites. 
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/news/campaigns/sign-thames-valley-alert-today/ 
 
The Herbert Protocol 
One of our main responsibilities concerns safeguarding children and vulnerable adults.  I draw your 
attention to the Herbert Protocol which has been introduced to help safeguard people with 
dementia.  Carers and next of kin are encouraged to complete the forms available online to help in 
the event that individuals with dementia go missing.  Further information is available via the link 
below on the Thames Valley website: 
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/about-us/publications-and-documents/herbert-protocol/ 
 
As well as the traditional means of contacting Thames Valley Police via 101 and 999, the 
Pangbourne Neighbourhood Policing Team can be emailed via the following address which is 
monitored almost daily 
pangbournenhpt@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 
 
The councillors felt that there had been more crime in Beech Hill than that which was contained 
within the report – theft of quad bikes for example from the late Jack Bucknell’s farm, more break 
ins in the Church.  Concerns were raised that not all the information was getting through. 
ACTION: Clerk to email Inspector Ward to query whether their reporting was accurate and any 
explanation as to why there had been an increase in the crime rate/action being taken. 
 

9 Village Website   

https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/news/campaigns/sign-thames-valley-alert-today/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/about-us/publications-and-documents/herbert-protocol/
mailto:pangbournenhpt@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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9.1 To receive a report from the webmaster Peter Simpson – No report  
received. 

                         
10          Agenda Items: 
               
              10.1 Village map – Cllr Edwards showed the booklet of walks in and around the village, 

produced by Stuart Barry, which all agreed was very good.  Mr Barry advised that he may be 
able to get  further copies at a reduced price for the village. Cllr Edwards agreed to meet 
with Mr Barry with a view to agreeing what could be used within any village map layout etc 

              10.2       Update re Dog waste bins – Cllr Callier advised that costs are £180 p/bin, £50 p/bin  
                             installation and £25 p/yr per bin to empty. It was approved that 4 bins be           
                             purchased. Cllr Hallier to proceed. 
              10.3       Adopt a Kiosk – Debbie MacMillan attended the meeting and shared her thoughts  
                             for the kiosk.  It was agreed by all councillors to adopt the kiosk. Clerk to formalise  
                             paperwork. It was discussed that the phone booth would probably need some form 

of cladding/decoration and that it may be a good idea to put this out to the village as some 
form of competition.  

                             ACTION: Clerk to liaise with Debbie/Peter & David Simpson regarding promoting the 
design/use competition. 

              10.4       Mobile Library – Following the visit by the mobile library team to the afternoon tea 
                             which was very successful, a survey was conducted as to how many residents would 
                              make use of it. Of the 20 responses 9 said they would use it regularly, 10  
                             occasionally, and 11 stipulated Friday afternoon would be the better time. 
                             The Clerk has emailed Mr James with the results, and will chase for his response. 
             10.5        Fees & Expenses of Parish Councillors – Chairman acknowledged that none of the  
                             current councillors claim for expenses, which they are entitled to do. Beech Hill do  
                             not currently have an expenses policy, which it was agreed we should have. 
                             ACTION: to find examples of other PC expenses policies & forward to the chairman  
                             for review.  
            10.6         Aerial Photos of the village – It was proposed by Cllr Bridges that aerial photos are  
                             taken of the village every 3 years or so, so as that we can see how it develops over     
                             time. After some debate concerning the privacy of residents etc it was agreed that 
                             the advice provided by Mr Stuart Barry (a professional photographer) that the  
                             taking of images was not a breach of any privacy law it was Resolved that      
                             Mr Barry (who had offered to take them free of charge) would be requested to 
                             produce a  sample of photos with his drone and bring it to the next 
                             meeting. Cllr Callier said she felt uncomfortable about pictures being taken. 
 
                             An additional agenda item was added, that was omitted by the clerk. 
 
           10.7          Speeding in the Village – The Chairman advised that despite offering the 

opportunity to WBC of the BHPC possibly paying for additional traffic calming solutions, 
WBC had made it clear that in their opinion there wasn’t anything more which could be 
done. The Councillors though were of the opinion that to enable WBC to reconsider their 
position (now or in the future) BHPC needed to have the necessary data showing traffic 
movements and numbers in and around the village. In this respect the clerk had received a 
quotation from WBC for the cost of a survey at four points effecting the central part of the 
village.  After further discussion relating to the contents of an email from Andrew Blacker, 
which were passed on by Graham Bell, it was Resolved that the clerk is to contact Chris 
Vidler of WBC  to request a revised quotation to include “Alfies Bridge” –  Broomfieldhatch 
Lane.  The Clerk to ensure the survey includes numbers as well as  speed.  It was also 
Resolved to contact Hampshire County Council concerning their proposals relating to the 
use of Trowes Lane for HGV’s and future maintenance intentions.  
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11 Finance 
 
 11.1 To authorise cheques for payment 
   The Clerk presented a schedule of the cheques for payment at the meeting: 

    

                         
Accounts for payment for meeting of 13th March 2018

Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

Miss H P Malyn Expenses Feb 2018 30.56£      xx

(post £4.56, Ink Cartridges x 2 £23,  Envelopes £3)

Miss H P Malyn Salary Feb / Mar 378.36£    xx

Total 408.92£    100436

 
                              
   
 
12 Any other items that the Chairman decides are urgent as items of information 
 
 12.1 To receive items from the Parish Councillors for referral to future meeting or 
   for the Clerk to action.                              
 
              12.1.1    Statement from Mr Chris Bridges:                       
 

I would like it to be known that after much thought I will be standing down as a parish councillor 

member and Vice Chairman of Beech Hill Parish Council at the end of our next Annual General 

Meeting on  8th May 2018. 

I have taken this decision for personal reasons as my professional work load has increased 

dramatically.  I am an active member of the Thames Valley Branch of the Institute of Agricultural 

Management and now have an increased involvement with The Coaching Club, of which I was made 

an honorary member of in 2016. 

I feel the time is right to take this decision, having served several terms in office since 4th May 2000 

as a member of Beech Hill Parish Council, in the hope that other members within our community 

will be encouraged to put forward their names to become parish councillors. 

I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to Martin Plank our current Chairman and my 

fellow Parish Councillors Geoff Mayes, Alison Edwards and Hannah Callier for their support and help, 

and also to our Parish Clerk Helen Malyn, for all the hard work she puts in for our community. 

I would also like to mention our Ward Councillors, Mollie Lock and Graham Bridgman for their 

support in conveying our concerns and wishes of Beech Hill Parish Council to West Berkshire 

Council. 
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As I have already mentioned, I served on this Parish Council many years and it would be wrong for 

me not to mention the various chairmen I have served under during this period, namely Roy Best, 

David Barr-Miller and Mike Methven who sadly are no longer with us.  I would also like to mention 

the support and help this Parish Council has received from our Ward Councillor Keith Lock who 

along with his wife Mollie served this parish well as Ward Councillors and as member and Chairman 

of Newbury District Council and leader of West Berkshire Council.  

I have no plans for leaving this village which both my wife Maggie and our two daughters came to in 

1989.  I would also like it to be known we both support our community in the best way we can in 

taking an interest in overall village matters and activities, and that we are happy to help on historical 

matters if needed.  

But the time has come to bow out gracefully allowing room for others to take the lead and 

responsibilities as custodians, to mould the village Beech Hill and its community for the future.   

Cllr Plank expressed his thanks to Mr Bridges for the work he has undertaken for the Parish Council. 

12.1.2   Trunkwell House Mansion  
 
              Mr Swapamdeep Mann (the proprietor) had requested time at the meeting to advised the 

Parish Council and residents  
              present of their business activities since Christmas, and future proposals. 
              Since Mr Mann lasted attended a meeting in July 2017, he reported that there have been no  
              complaints regarding noise emanating from the venue.  Restrictions are in place and these 

are being rigorously followed, which the Parish Council acknowledged. 
              However, due to these restrictions, Mr Mann was unable to provide fairground rides, and  
              had early finish times imposed, which has led to a reduction in business of 15% over the 

Christmas period.  The restriction on live bands at weddings is also reducing bookings. 
 
             Mr Mann advised the PC that he has asked for a variation to his licence, to allow a late  
            finish of midnight on Thursday evenings between 1st November – 31st January, and an 
            extension to 9.30pm for live bands. He asked for the support of the PC, should the application 
            be received. 
 
              Councillors sympathised with the apparent commercial decline of the business, and the 

Chairman thanked him for the efforts made thus far, and they would give the application 
due consideration if received. Mr Mann advised that the position with the future 
development of the hotel was that he was still negotiating with his bankers concerning 
obtaining the finance. Apparently the situation had been a bit “Chicken & Egg” with the 
need to obtain the planning consents and a viable business before the finance could be 
obtained. 

               
       

13   Next Parish Council Meeting 
   
 13.1 It was confirmed that the date and time of the next meetings are as follows: 
    
                            Tuesday 10th April 2018 @ 7.30pm – Annual Parish Meeting 
     
                             Tuesday 8th May 2018 @ 7.30pm – Annual Meeting of Parish Council  
 
   Meeting closed at 9.30pm 
    
 


