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BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Helen Malyn 

5 Chesterment Way, Lower Earley, Reading, Berkshire RG6 4HW 
Telephone 0118 311542 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 
website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 
MINUTES OF THE BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT 7.30PM ON TUESDAY 12th September 2017 
  
 
Present:  Cllrs: Martin Plank (Chair) Chris Bridges (Vice Chair) Geoff Mayes, Alison Edwards &  
                 Hannah Callier  
 
In Attendance: District Councillor Mollie Lock & Helen Malyn (clerk) & 5 members of the public 
                            Paul James, East of District Libraries Manager 
 
Declarations of Interest: members are reminded that declarations of interest should be made 
where appropriate. 
 
1 Apologies for absence: 

1.1        To receive apologies for absence from the meeting 
               None 
 

2 Declarations of Interest and dispensations: 
 
 2.1 To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 
                No declarations received. 
              2.2         To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests (if 
                             any) 
                             No written requests received. 
              2.3         To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate. 
                             None required. 
 
  3         Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting. 
 
             3.1          To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting of 11th July 2017 

               The minutes were signed as an accurate record of the meeting.  
    
4 Matters to report 
 

4.1 To receive an update on actions since the last meeting not appearing as agenda      
               items. 
   No items 

 

5 District councillors reports. 
 

5.1 To receive any report from the West Berkshire District Councillors: 
 
               In the absence of District Councillor Bridgman, Cllr Plank read his report. 
                 
                
                

mailto:clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk
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Proposed ward boundaries 
  
At the end of August, the LGBCE published draft recommendations on the future electoral 
arrangements for West Berkshire Council and began a ten-week public consultation on the 
proposed new ward boundaries.  The consultation (accessible via the LGBCE website) closes 
on 13 November 2017, and the full report is at 
http://www.lgbce.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/34657/WestBerkshireDraftRecomme
ndations-2017-08-23.pdf. 
  
From the LGBCE email: “You can view the Commission's draft recommendations at 
www.lgbce.org.uk where you can find interactive maps, a report and guidance on how to 
have your say. The Commission has not finalised its conclusions and now invites 
representations on the draft recommendations.” 
  
It is important to note that the LGBCE has significantly departed from the WBC submissions 
for this area. 
  
The final WBC submission was for a 42 member council including: a single member 
Mortimer Ward covering the Stratfield Mortimer parish alone, a two member Burghfield 
Ward comprised of the Beech Hill, Burghfield, Sulhamstead and Wokefield parishes, and a 
single member Aldermaston Ward comprised of the Aldermaston, Beenham, Brimpton, 
Padworth, Ufton Nervet and Wasing parishes. 
  
The LGBCE proposal is for a 43 member council, to include, locally, two three member wards 
– one to be called Burghfield & Mortimer and comprising the whole of the Beech Hill, 
Burghfield, Stratfield Mortimer and Wokefield parishes plus the southern part of the 
Sulhamstead parish, and the second to be called Aldermaston & Bucklebury and comprising 
the whole of the Aldermaston, Beenham, Bradfield, Brimpton, Bucklebury, Englefield, 
Frilsham, Midgham, Padworth, Stanford Dingley, Ufton Nervet, Wasing and Woolhampton 
parishes plus the northern part of the Sulhamstead parish. 
  
As councillors may recall from my previous notes on this subject, the size of wards is 
predicated upon the anticipated electorate in 2023.  The electorate of West Berkshire in 
2023 is predicted to be 130,217, giving an average electorate per councillor for a 43 
member council of 3,028.  The size of the two wards is predicted to be: for Burghfield & 
Mortimer, 9,982 (3,327 per councillor or 9.87% more than the average), and for 
Aldermaston & Bucklebury, 8,445 (2,815 per councillor or 7.04% less than the average). 
  
My immediate reaction is that there is some sense in the proposal for Burghfield and 
Mortimer given the links between the service centres of Burghfield and Mortimer, although 
I think that the arguments for splitting the Sulhamstead parish have less going for them – 
whilst I follow the reasons given by the commission (relating to how the southern part of 
Sulhamstead relates in community terms to Burghfield) I don’t think that this outweighs (a) 
the importance (in my view) of keeping parishes wholly within wards wherever possible, and 
(b) the missed opportunity to make the average electorate proposals more balanced than 
they are. 
  
I hope that parishes and residents will read the report and respond to the consultation. 
  
Members’ Community Bids 
  
A new round of bids for capital funding has been announced for the 2017/18 financial year - 
the funding panel meeting will be held in November and applications will need to be 
submitted no later than Friday 27 October.  
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The usual rules apply – there must be a minimum of 50% match funding for a non-
devolution agenda bid* and the application should describe both the link to the Council 
Strategy (2015-19) and articulate the Parish Plan evidence that supports it. 
  
*100% funding is available for capital bids that support the devolution agenda – there is a 
desire to support parish councils taking over and running services traditionally 
commissioned or delivered by WBC, and such a bid made on behalf of a parish council will 
not be subject to the normal 50% match funding rule. 
  
Community Champion Awards 2017 
  
West Berkshire Council wants to acknowledge and thank those people within the district 
who “go the extra mile for the good of others and their community” for the work that they 
do, and is launched these awards on Monday (11 September).  The closing date for 
nominations is Friday 27 October. 
  
This is an opportunity for local people to nominate an individual or group who deserves 
recognition for their work in the community – nomination is straightforward and the only 
criteria are that nominees have to live within West Berkshire and fit one of the following 
categories: 
• The Pat Eastop MBE Junior Citizen of the Year Award (nominees must be 18 or under) 
• Volunteer of the Year Award 
• Community Group of the Year Award 
• Lifetime Achievement Award 
  
For more information email communitychampion@westberks.gov.uk and nomination forms 
can be found at www.westberks.gov.uk/communitychampion. 
  
Grazeley 
  
Further to my report last month regarding Bryan Lyttle (WBC’s Planning & Transport Policy 
Manager) attending a meeting hosted by Stratfield Mortimer Parish Council we are still 
trying to sort out the date.  As soon as this is agreed I will email all concerned. 
  
Trunkwell 
  
I have spoken to Simon Till, the WBC Planning Case Officer, and he is in discussion with the 
agents, but hopeful that the planning application will come before the Eastern Area Planning 
Committee at its meeting on 18 October (which would mean a site visit on 11 October).  As 
soon as I have a confirmed date I will email the parish council (as will WBC). 
  
District Councillor Lock read her report: 
 
EDUCATION and CHILDREN SERVICES 
 
Across WBC   71.1% (1,227 pupils) achieved passes including the new English and maths 
exams; this is  a big increase since last year when it was 64.4%. 
The new regulation to qualify for Free Home to School Transport for pupils who live over 
three miles from a school it is now the nearest not the catchment school which is the 
criteria applied. A child who has attended a local primary which is recognised as a feeder 
school to a secondary school may find the all of their peers can have Free Home to School 
Transport but they are directed to go to another school which is just less than three miles 
away so will not receive Free Home to School transport and may even be in a different 



 

 

 

Parish Council Meeting 12th September 2017 Page 4 of 7 

authority. There has been an under spend of £21K saved on Home to School Transport but 
this in all probability will be used in the new academic year (2017/2018). 
WBC’s Children’s Services have worked hard to improve and are now rated as GOOD with 
some aspects outstanding. Our Looked After children are achieving well academically, 
reviews are on time and 100% medicals are in place. Children and young people have a 
strong voice to express their views and needs. A new ap called MOMO is proving to be a 
good way for young people to communicate with their mentor, carer or advocate.  On 11th 
September there is to be an Individual Decision (ID) taken for the Council’s “Good at Safe 
Guarding Children and Vulnerable Adults”.      
 
ROADS 
Rectory Road is due to be closed from 20th November for about two months to enable water 
pipes re-placed. Alternative routes will be via Sopers Lane, Red Lane, Rag Hill and Reading 
Road.    
PADWORTH RECYCLING CENTRE 
Members have been invited on 18th September to see an over view of the site, there is to be 
an opportunity for residents to visit the site at a later date: a petition was [presented to the 
Executive on  7th  September asking them to reconsider charging for non- household  
building materials  such as plaster, rubble and tyres. 
MEMBERS ROLE IN EMERGENY PLANNING 
We had a presentation on the 8th September on what our role should be if there was a 
major incident in the area. In WBC we have an incident room and this is monitored 24/24. 
Locally our biggest reception centre is the Race Course and there are other centres but our 
nearest is The Willink School.  Any major incident would go to Kidlington for strategic 
control. 
 
HEALTH and WELLBEING 
Adult Social Care is forecasting an over spend of £891K due to the increased complexity of 
client needs and upward cost pressures in commissioning services for both placements and 
homecare. A small task group has worked to avoid delayed transfers from hospital and to 
ensure safe discharge as soon as a patient no longer needs hospital care. An enablement 
team has been put in place to ensure all equipment aides and carers are in place ready for a 
person to return to their own home or a placement for those who are unable to live at 
home. A new OT provider has been appointed to start on 1st October. There is an increase in 
both children and adults who are suffering from mental health problems and a programme 
called Mental First Aide to help us recognise early signs and avoid problems escalating.  
Flu vaccinations are shortly to be available for people at risk at their doctors also, for a small 
payment, anyone may have the vaccination in some chemists. 
 
BOUNDARY REVIEW 
There is still time for parishes to reply to the consultation. Things to be considered are your 
views on Beech Hill to be part of a three member ward instead of a one member ward 
which could be Mortimer and Beech Hill and possibly Wokefield.                

 

6           Correspondence & Clerks report 
    

6.1 To receive items of correspondence        
 

 Rural Services Update 

 Weekly Email News Digest 

 Volunteer Centre August Bulletin 

 Rural Opportunities Bulletin 

 Email re changes to Data Protection Legislation 
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 Planning Decision notice 17/01556/HOUSE 

 Notification of BALC AGM 

 Email re waste permit scheme 

 Planning application 17/02131/PACOU (advisory only, but submission made) 

 Police monthly newsletter 

 Action for all E-Bulletin 

 Spotlight on Rural Health 

 Email and paper copy re Electoral Review of West Berkshire 

 Update from NHS Berkshire Health Network 

 BALC Training Information 

 Planning Application – 17/02384/AGRIC  

 Email re Counter Terrorism Awareness Session 

 Email correspondence re Trunkwell House 

 Email re Trunkwell noise plan update 

 Planning Decision – 17/02018/LBC 

 
                    
7                          Planning Applications: 
 
            7.1 To receive and comment on applications received:  
 
                             17/02384/AGRIC – No objections, comments submitted 
                             17/02131/PACOU – Objection, comments submitted 
 
          7.2             To receive notification of Planning decisions from WBC 
                             17/002033/FUL - approved 
                             17/02018/LBC  - approved 
                             17/01556/HOUSE – approved 
                             16/02712/FULD – appeal against refused planning permission 
                 
8               Representatives of outside bodies 
           

8.1.1 BNAG – Police were unable to attend meeting. Next meeting scheduled for 
19th September 2017. 

8.1.2  The Allotments Trust – No report 
8.1.3 The Memorial Hall – No report 
8.1.4 The Shop in the church – read by the Clerk 

With summer almost over my thoughts now turn to Christmas and all the 
fun things running up to it. We will be changing our menu in the tearoom 
this weekend, introducing homemade soup instead of a fresh salad. It’s 
been a busy summer at the shop with both hungry cyclist wanting our fresh 
flapjacks to mums with their children coming in for our ice cream. At the 
end of July we got involved with lambs lane school in Spencers Wood, year 
6 have a community week where they help out local companies. We were 
joined by 6 lovely boys who help re merchandise the shop. We have 
updated our website, people can now order on line anything from the shop, 
Sam continues to help out when she can. Our Christmas Fayre will be held 
Wednesday 15th November. 

                           8.1.5       Thames Valley Police – PCSO’s were unable to attend, but reported to the  
                                           Clerk that there were no issues to report. 
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9 Village Website  Peter Simpson  reported that there were no issues with the website.           
  
             
10 Paul James – East of District Libraries 

              Mr James reported that library services had been cut across West Berkshire by 44%.  
Whilst 103 staff have been lost, libraries have had their staffing levels reduced, and 
are being supported by volunteers and self-service kiosks have been installed.  He 
was however, keen to stress that no actual libraries have closed.  

              The National usage of libraries is reducing and only 5 residents in Beech Hill are 
library users in West Berkshire.   

              The purpose of his attendance was to try and promote the library services within 
the community, so that better use can be made of the services on offer.  They pay 
for the library buildings, lighting, heating etc, so this is a resource that can be utilised 
by other groups.  

              In West Berkshire there are currently only 164 people registered for the “home 
service”, which is free, so we need to make use of it, and he is asking Parish Councils 
to promote it within the village. 

 
              It was suggested that possibly the “shop in the church” could be utilised for the 

collection of books, or the mobile library could visit when the “afternoon tea” is 
taking place in the memorial hall, as this is always well attended. 

 
               Mr James thanked the Parish Council for allowing him to speak at the meeting and 

said he would investigate the costs of having the mobile service visit Beech Hill; for 
the Parish Council to consider. 

                         
11          Agenda Items: 
               
              11.1 Village map – Cllr Edwards has started working on the village map, but is facing  
                             Obstacles over copyright.  She will liaise with WBC to see if she can utilise any of  
                             their  plans etc.  It was agreed that it needed to be in a leaflet format that could be 
                             handed out.  Cllr Callier mentioned that the “welcome pack” needs to be updated  
                             perhaps this could be done in conjunction with the map.  
              11.2       Update re Dog waste bins – Cllr Callier advised that she is waiting for the up to date   
                             costs for having the bins emptied by WBC. 
                              
12 Finance 
 
 12.1 To authorise cheques for payment 
   The Clerk presented a schedule of the cheques for payment at the meeting: 

    

                         
Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

Miss H P Malyn Salary Aug / Sept 378.36£    100424

Mazars Annual Audit yr ended 31 Mar 2017 150.00£    100425

CPRE CPRE Annual Membership 50.00£      100426

Miss H P Malyn Plans postage, printer cartridge & envelopes 18.33£      100427

Beech Hill Memorial Hall Fete capital contributions (50% £395.96) 197.98£    100428

Total 794.67£    
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13 Any other items that the Chairman decides are urgent as items of information 
 
 13.1 To receive items from the Parish Councillors for referral to future meeting or 
   for the Clerk to action. 
                              
                            Cllr Bridges advised those present of fly tipping along the Grazeley Green Road.  He  
                            has advised Wokingham Borough Council, as this area is under their governance. 
                            The Clerk will follow up and advise the PC in due course. 
 
                            The issues of HGV’s driving through the village continues, and there were mixed        
                            Opinions of the residents in attendance as to whether it had worsened.   
                            Cllr Bridges requested that a Traffic Classification Survey be requested for Beech Hill. 
                            District Councillor Lock agreed to enquire as to the cost of instigating such a  
                            survey. 
 
                            ACTION: Clerk to add this to the agenda for the next meeting. 
 
                            Cllr Plank gave details of an email that had been sent to the Clerk and other Cllrs at  
                            14:59 today with reference to the latest planning application currently under  
                            consideration by WBC.   The Clerk will forward this email on to the relevant planning  
                            officer for their consideration as requested. 
 
                            Cllr Plank took the opportunity to update those present re Trunkwell.  There are 3 
                            outstanding issues: 
 

1. Enforcement proceedings, which have gone to appeal.  Decision has been held 
over pending the decision of the latest planning application. 

2. Planning Application has been submitted.  The PC have not objected, but have 
requested various considerations and further requested that all existing consents 
are clarified. 

3. The Noise Management Plan in place is monitored by WBC, with meetings held 
every 3 months with the owners.  Since the meeting on 24 July, only 2 
complaints have been received. 

 
                            Cllr Plank concluded by stating that at this point in time the PC have done everything  
                            they are able to do, and we must await upon the decisions of the authorities.   

        
14   Next Parish Council Meeting 
   
 14.1 It was confirmed that the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting is to be 
   Tuesday 14th November  @ 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall 
 
   Meeting closed at 9.10pm 
    
 
 
  
 
 
 
    


