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BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Helen Malyn 

5 Chesterment Way, Lower Earley, Reading, Berkshire RG6 4HW 
Telephone 0118 311542 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 
website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD AT 7.30PM ON TUESDAY 10th  JULY 2018 

  
 
Present:  Cllrs: Martin Plank (Chair) Alison Edwards (Vice Chair) Geoff Mayes   
 
In Attendance: District Councillor Mollie Lock & Helen Malyn (clerk) 
                            No members of the public were present. 
 
Declarations of Interest: members are reminded that declarations of interest should be made 
where appropriate. 
 
1 Apologies for absence: 

1.1        To receive apologies for absence from the meeting 
               Cllr Callier & District Councillor Bridgman 
 

2 Declarations of Interest and dispensations: 
 
 2.1 To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda 
                No declarations received. 
              2.2         To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests (if 
                             any) 
                             No written requests received. 
              2.3         To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate. 
                             None required. 
 
  3         Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting. 
 
             3.1          To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting of 8th May 2018 

               The minutes were signed as an accurate record of the meeting. 
    
4 Matters to report 
 

4.1 To receive an update on actions since the last meeting not appearing as agenda      
               items. 
   No items 

 

5 District councillors reports. 
 

5.1 To receive any report from the West Berkshire District Councillors: 
 
               Cllr Lock’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
 

                
 

mailto:clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk
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              EDUCATION 
The final day when schools close for the summer Holiday is Friday 20th July and this is an 

important time for all children to be in school. Pupils who will be starting school for the first 

time and those who will be moving from Primary to Secondary schools have already 

experienced a visit to their new schools but these last few days are important for all children 

about to experience a move  on in their life. Pupils In years twelve and ten expect to receive 

their A and GCSE results in mid- August, the As come out a week before those who have 

taken GCSEs. 

In many schools there are changes in staff including teachers and Head Teachers. In 

Mortimer, Stratfield Mortimer Mary’s VA School, due to the short time given in which to 

follow the stipulated process, we were not able to appoint a new Substantive Head Teacher 

so, for September 2018, we had to appoint an Interim Head Teacher.   

The process to appoint a Substantive Head Teacher is to first advertise as widely as possible 

the vacant post, receive requests for application forms, send out the application forms to 

all applicants, and wait for the return their forms. Governors then sift through the 

applicants, short list, receive and if necessary follow up letters from their referees also visit 

their current schools. Finally, after discussions between the governors, WBC and the 

Diocese the governors decide to offer the vacant post to the successful applicant.  

In light of the time factor the governors in St. Mary’s decided that in the best interests of 

the children and the seamless running of the school we would seek an Interim Head and 

eventually asked the Head Teacher of St John’s if she would accept to do this: she agreed. In 

the new academic year we will begin the process by advertising the post for a Substantive 

Head Teacher.       

HEALTH and WELLBEING 

WBC reported that resulting in the Better Plan money allocated the number of patients 

“bed blocking” had halved. In my last two reports I explained the introduction of a pathway 

of care staring from a patient entering hospital and the ten “step down beds” in Birchwood 

Care Home in conjunction with the Enablement Team. We still have some patients who 

have to be readmitted to hospital after a short time for medical reasons which need hospital 

care. Recently, in a H&W work shop members of the Health and Wellbeing Board, the 

voluntary sector, substance misuse, the police,, mental health team, officers, Nick Carter 

and several others sought how best to involve local   communities could help their 

residents. The outcome was that one size does not fit all but the Hungerford presented their 

format: ENSURE IT HAS A PURPOSE, ALLOW IT TO EVOLVE, DRIVE BUT DO NOT NAVIGATE, 

LOOK FOR OPPORTUNITY TO INNOVATE, EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED and VALUE THE 

SMALLEST. 

AWE 

We were shown plans for the redevelopment in the next 10-20 years. Some buildings will 

replace time expired buildings and some others to expand their work. In all cases they will 

be sympathetic to the environment and increase the green areas. One of the new buildings 

will be the replacement of the outdated Skills Academy which now offers apprenticeships in 

diverse skills for many young people and work continues in our schools. I will give a more 

detailed report later.       
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WASTE SERVICES 

Padworth Waste site is now open for the public to take their household waste. The green 

bin service still has some issues to resolve. I remind residents that both garden and food 

waste may be put in the black bins also if there is only food waste in their green bin it will be 

collected but not any if there is any garden waste. Garden waste in green bins will only be 

collected if the current £50 is paid. Methods of payment are still not finalised.  

NEW HEATHROW RUNWAY 

WBC voted on 3rd July to support the two new Heathrow projects and to write to our local 

MPs, Network Rail, Heathrow Airport and the Western Rail Access Steering Group 

confirming its support for the two projects. 

The first is that a rail link from GWR to Heathrow will mean less congestion on the M4. 

The second is the 3rd runway will give WB and the Uk better access to the world. Also very 

important the scheme will address some of the Government’s international carbon 

commitments. 

Councillor Bridgman forwarded an email to all councillors in his absence. 
 
Padworth Household Waste Recycling Centre - now accepts general waste (the items that 
can’t be taken there are asbestos, furniture and gas bottles - these can be taken to 
Newtown Road).  Announcement regarding the extension to opening hours awaited. 
  
Grazeley and Mortimer Station - see AWE below. 
  
AWE - a number of interesting items discussed at the AWE Local Liaison Committee meeting 
last week (4 July) including a proposal to apply in the future for Local Development Orders 
for both sites and a presentation about the level of discharge monitoring and how effluent 
discharged into local sewers and brooks is checked to ensure that it is safe. 
  
The new Burghfield Detailed Emergency Planning Zone was discussed and I mentioned that 
the Grazeley project community session I attended a few months ago had included a new 
station on the line within the DEPZ.  I was told that AWE/ONR have made it clear to 
Wokingham BC (as lead authority) that there will be objections to anything proposed to be 
built within the DEPZ (although using it as green space will be acceptable) – thus it appears 
that any station proposal would have to be to the south of the site and even closer to 
Mortimer Station – we will see how this pans out as the Grazeley discussion continues (if, of 
course, infrastructure funding is forthcoming). 
  
Ian Morrin (WBC, Burghfield) and I also spoke to AWE regarding a meeting to outline AWE’s 
general development strategy at Burghfield to interested parishes.  More to follow. 
  
Mobile library - I was very pleased to see the correspondence between the WBC Library 
Service and the Clerk regarding the first mobile library visit to the Memorial Hall being set 
for Friday 5 October between 13:00 and 14:00, with a three weekly visit cycle to be 
reviewed after three months.  
  
The Street & Station Road, Mortimer- resurfacing  Volker Highways are due to begin 
installing a short section of new kerb outside the Cinnamon Tree on Wednesday (11 July), 
prior to the road being resurfaced at the end of August.  The work is due to take three days 
to complete (between 09:30 and 16:00 each day) and will be undertaken using temporary 
traffic signals. 
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6           Correspondence & Clerks report 
    

8.1  To receive items of correspondence        
 

                  Weekly Email News Digest 

 Email from TVP re conference at Wokefield Park 

 SLCC Newsletter – re GDPO requirement 

 WBC WW1 exhibition 

 WBC space mini festival 

 WBC Mental Health Champion 

 Daisy’s Dream fund raising email 

 Emails re application 18/00172/CERTE – Priory Farm 

 West Berkshire Heritage Forum 

 Planning Application weekly lists 

 Examiners Report Kingsclere Neighbourhood Development Plan 

 Neighbourhood Planning Briefing 

 Launchpad Reading May news 

 AGPB email re aerial photographs 

 WBC Annual report from monitoring office 

 What’s On – Shaw House events 

 Combatting Gangs, violence and weapons crime event (December) 

 Further correspondence re proposed footpath alteration 

 Community Organising Event @ Beech Hill Memorial Hall 

 Consultation on sustainable drainage systems 

 Decision – Application 18/01067/NONMAT – Refused 

 Workshop re Update to landscape character assessment in West Berkshire 

 Star Council Awards 2018 

 Speed Gun Training 

 Upstream magazine – Summer Issue 

 Highway Winter Service Plan 18/19 

 Appeal Decision – Land at Wood Lane 

 Application 18/01606/HOUSE 

 TVP Hidden Harm Campaign 

 Mobile Library visits to Beech Hill 

 Emails re dog bins 

 
7                          Planning Applications: 
 
            7.1 To receive and comment on applications rec’d:- 18/01606/HOUSE – Bears House 
                             Councillors have no objections to this application.  
 
          7.2             To receive notification of Planning decisions from WBC 
                             18/01067/NOMAT  – 6 Bloomfieldhatch Lane - Refused 
 
                              Emails have been received and further discussions were held regarding the  
                              proposed re-siting of the footpath and in relation to application 18/00172/CERTE.  
                              Submissions to WBC had already been made within the correct timescales and the 
                              Clerk was not asked to submit any further comments at this stage. 
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8               Representatives of outside bodies 
           

8.1.1 BNAG – The recent scheduled meeting was not held due to lack of numbers. 
8.1.2 The Allotments Trust – No report 
8.1.3 The Memorial Hall – No report as AGM to follow shortly. 
8.1.4 The Shop in the church – No report as AGM to follow shortly. 

                             8.1.5     Thames Valley Police – No report received. 
 

9 Village Website – The report had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.              
                 
                Since the last Parish Council meeting our time has been taken up in the implementation of     
                the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) which came into force on 25th May 2015,  
                the main requirement of which (as we understand it) is to gain positive consent from each  
                person for which we hold any personal information. 
                We are responsible for three email lists, each with up to ninety names. Including reminders          
                this involved sending and processing around one thousand emails!   
 

1. Village Email list. In order to have tighter control over the list we had to first implement a 

new email system where the data was held on our own computer and is password 

protected. This gave us the opportunity to make the emails more user-friendly and to 

address each recipient by name. To gain each person’s consent and to make the operation 

as easy as possible (and at the same time ensuring data security) we wrote a program which 

allowed each recipient to just click on a button to give their consent.   Initially the number of 

email addresses on the list was 116. The number of positive responses to this and a follow-

up reminder numbered 79. Some, but not all of these can be attributed to deaths, moving 

away or duplicate email addresses.  

2. Registered users on the Beech Hill Village Website. As we needed confirmation of each 

person’s consent plus confirmation that other information we held was accurate, we asked 

each person to log in to the website, check their data and tick a box to give their consent. 

The original number registered was 91. The response, even after a follow-up reminder was 

extremely low, so we developed a system whereby they could respond only by quoting a 

unique reference number given to them in an email. The total number of positive responses 

then totalled 33. 

3. Neighbourhood alerts. The email addresses for Neighbourhood Alert messages are held on 

the Police Neighbourhood Watch database; a system strongly recommended by the 

Neighbourhood Watch organization. Consequently the only way of contacting everyone on 

the list was to add a personal message to a Neighbourhood Alert. Out of 87 emails originally 

on the list we had a positive response from only three! Following a number of emails and 

phone calls to Neighbourhood Watch administrators (most of which were ignored) the only 

advice I was given was that existing members did not need to give their consent! (totally 

contrary to how I read the legislation!). In the meantime I am not forwarding alerts by the 

recommended method, and only notifying villagers via the village email list, and restricting 

them to incidents directly affecting villagers (such as the recent incident of a stolen dog). 

4. Other personal information on the Village Website:  

a. We contacted all the companies and organisations list on the village website. All 

except one company agreed. (the other had ceased trading.)  
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b. From the Parish Council we are still awaiting consent from Councillor Edwards. We 

have made the changes relating to accessibility of Parish Councillors as requested by 

the Parish Council.    

c. Allotments Trust – Despite three emails to the clerk of the Allotments Trust, 

clerk.allotmentstrust@gmail.com we received no response. Consequently we have 

had no option but to remove their details from the website,  leaving the allotments 

trust as the only major village organisation to have no media presence (electronic or 

print), so remaining mysterious (or at worst secretive) to many in the village. 

d. Other village organisations either agreed to the retaining of their information on the 

village website or suggested links to their own websites in order to avoid 

duplications and to keep information accurate and up to date. 

5. Group email addresses: we had a number of group email addresses set up by Mike Methven 

when he first set up the website. These showed no sign of being used (or even known 

about), so have been deleted.    

As far as we are aware we are now fully compliant with the General Data Protection 
Regulations. 

 
10                        Agenda Items: 
               
              10.1 Village map – Cllr Edwards  had not made any further progress with regards to  
                             aerial photographs. It was resolved that the Clerk would forward an email that  
                             had been received regarding access to free aerial photographs. 
              10.2       Update re Dog waste bins – Cllr Callier has been advised by email to proceed as  
                             per the minutes of 13th March 2018. 
              10.3       Adopt a kiosk – It was resolved that the Parish Council would pay for  
                             Shelving to hold the books; however the clerk was instructed to contact Mr & Mrs     
                             MacMillan re the installation from a public liability insurance point of view, as  
                             Beech Hill PC are now responsible for the phone kiosk. 
                             The Clerk confirmed that any structural changes / alterations to the kiosk would 
                             require planning consent.  
               10.4      Mobile Library – The mobile library will visit the Beech Hill Memorial Hall between  
                             1pm – 2pm on 5th, 26th October, 16th November & 7th December. 
                             These are free trial visits, and the take-up will be reviewed by the Library Service &  
                             Parish Council in December.         
               10.5      BNAG representative – Mr Geoff Mayes has agreed to representing Beech Hill at  
                             future BNAG meetings, following the resignation of Mr Bridges from the Parish  
                             Council. The next meeting is on 24th July 2018 
11 Finance 
 
 11.1 To authorise cheques for payment 
   The Clerk presented a schedule of the cheques for payment at the meeting: 

mailto:clerk.allotmentstrust@gmail.com
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Payee Description Amount Cheque no.

H P Malyn Salary June/July 2018 397.64£    100450

H P Malyn Expenses June/July 41.01£      100449

CCB Annual Membership 30.00£      100448

BALC Annual Membership & NALC levy 87.86£      100447

Came & Company Annual insurance 558.01£    100446 * *

Total 1,114.52£  

** cheque signed prior to meeting due to renewal requirements.  

 
                          
                              
   
 
12 Any other items that the Chairman decides are urgent as items of information 
 
 12.1 To receive items from the Parish Councillors for referral to future meeting or 
   for the Clerk to action. 
                             Cllr Mayes has agreed to look at the speeding data recently received and report on  
                             his findings at the next meeting in September. 
 
                             Cllr Mayes also circulated details from the Landscape Character Assessment  
                             Workshop he attended on 3rd July 2018 
   
13   Next Parish Council Meeting 
   
 13.1 It was confirmed that the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting is to be 
   Tuesday 11th September @ 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall 
 
   Meeting closed at 8.40pm 
    
 
 
  
 
 
 
    


