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5 Chesterment Way 

Lower Earley 

Reading 

Berkshire RG6 4HW 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 

website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL HELD 

AT 7.30 p.m. ON TUESDAY 8th September 2015  

at The Beech Hill Memorial Hall 

 

PRESENT: Cllrs Martin Plank (Chairman), Chris Bridges (Vice Chairman) Alison Edwards, 

Geoff  Mayes 

 

In attendance: Helen Malyn (Clerk), 3  members of the public.  WBC Cllr G Bridgman    

   Cllr  M Lock sent her apologies. 

             PC Ian McDonnell (Supervisor, Neighbourhood Policing Team West Berkshire) 

 

Declarations of Interest: members were reminded that declarations of interest should be made 

where appropriate. 

 

1 Apologies for absence 

            1.1  Cllr M Lock 

 

2 Declaration of interest and dispensations 

 2.1  No declarations of interest received from councillors on items on the  

             agenda. 

 2.2 No written requests received for dispensations for disclosure of pecuniary  

  interests.  

 2.3 No requests for dispensation needed to be granted. 

 

3 Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 

 3.1 Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting on 21st July approved and signed. 

 

4 Matters to report 

 4.1 No additional matters to report. 

  

5 District Councillors Reports 

 

 5.1       Report from Graham Bridgman 

 

In my last report, in absentia, I referred to the then upcoming special meeting of the 

Council on 20 July.  At that meeting we reviewed and agreed the Children's Services 

Improvement Plan in response to the Ofsted judgements and also agreed a compulsory 

purchase order in connection with a new road junction in Newbury providing 

improved access to the London Road Industrial Estate. 

mailto:clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk
http://www.beechhillvillage.co.uk/
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On 17 September Council will meet to present certificates to former councillors and    

scrolls to those former members being made Honorary Alderman, followed by a 

special meeting to discuss the boundary review. 

 

Yesterday, the West Berkshire Council Community Champion Awards 2015 were 

launched and I attach the publicity poster.  As can be seen the closing date for 

nominations is Friday 23 October 2015, so if there is any individual or group in Beech 

Hill thought deserving the details for nominations are on the poster. 

 

Judicial Reviews and planning generally… 

 

The particular news since I last reported is that judgments have been handed down in 

the Judicial Review challenges to the government approaches to (i) funding relating to 

the Care Act and (ii) developer contributions on small housing developments.  Both 

JRs succeeded, justifying the firm stance taken and reversing the (rather firm) position 

of government in both cases, and also easing at least part of the pressure on the budget 

(which will be extremely tight – more in due course). 

 

Whilst on the subject of JRs, I reported last time about the Firlands appeal decision.  

On 13 August WBC issued a High Court claim to quash the decision on the grounds 

that the Inspector failed to apply the correct planning tests in determining the appeal.  

Watch this space... 

 

As you know, I sit on Eastern Area Planning Committee and you will no doubt be 

aware that we approved the application for the Ufton Nervet rail bridge at our meeting 

on 5 August.  In my personal view the preparatory study, coupled with the (brief) 

presentation from Network Rail regarding the crossing being promoted online as a 

suicide venue, was compelling in favour of a bridge as opposed to a crossing, however 

the latter might be constructed and monitored. 

 

Another planning application that became (at least locally) controversial was an 

application to construct a new house in Padworth that was supported by the parish 

council and some residents, but opposed by WBC Planning and other residents.  The 

parish view was that more housing was needed to sustain the community, but this flew 

in the face of the policy against development outside settlement boundaries.  

Ultimately the application failed on policy and vehicle sightline grounds (I had 

declared an interest and was absent for the debate and vote). 

 

I mention this application for a particular reason.  The application highlighted the need 

for procedural clarity from parish councils when seeking a District Councillor’s 

assistance regarding a call-in of a planning application, particularly when the strict 

time limits mean that there will not have been an opportunity to debate the issue 

within a scheduled council meeting and/or a councillor has an interest in the 

application.  There has been an ongoing correspondence with WBC involving Bill 

Goudge (Clerk to Padworth PC and other parish councils) and the Berkshire 

Association of Local Councils regarding the question of virtual council meetings (ie 

via email) - I will update at the meeting. 
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As an adjunct to the Firlands argument, Mans Hill, Burghfield has also appeared again 

on a recent applications list for outline permission for up to 70 residential dwellings, 

so there is another fight in the offing. 

 

Local matters 

 

My correspondence with Councillors Plank and Bridges and with WBC Planning and 

Licensing Departments regarding Trunkwell Mansion has continued.  No doubt the 

issue will be raised at the meeting so I will leave it to Martin and Chris to update 

everyone. 

 

LED Street Lighting Project 

 

This project has two aspects: replacement of existing lanterns only, and complete 

replacement of the lamp column and lantern.  The upgrade will be carried out over the 

next 18 months by WBC’s contractor (Volker Highways) at a total cost of £7.2m (with 

Department of Transport funding of £5m from the council’s successful Challenge 

Fund Bid). 

 

10,000 non LED street lights (excluding heritage/conservation lighting) and 3,500 

lighting columns are due to be replaced, with an anticipated reduction in energy 

consumption of over 50% (maximised by fitting of a remote monitoring system) and 

long term savings across the board. 

 

Bulletins are being sent to parish councils affected from time to time, detailing the 

sites, timings of the works, etc.  Advanced information boards will be erected on site 

where traffic control is required, although the engineers envisage that the works 

should cause minimal disruption in most cases. 

 

Cllr Bridgman also took the opportunity to remind councillors that submissions for 

“Members Bid” need to be received by him, by 5th October 2015. 

 

 5.2       Report from Cllr Mollie Lock 

  

HOME to SCHOOL TRANSPORT 

 

There is an Executive meeting on 10th September when the new Home to School 

Transport  for 2016/2017 will be presented and discussed.  I checked today and I am 

pleased to say that the children in Beech Hill will continue to receive FREE Home to 

School Transport to The Willink School,  They are legally entitled to free home to 

school transports as the shortest distance to the school measures over three miles 

 

PARK and RIDE 

 

This facility is now open and the feedback has been positive, the buses are both good 

and frequent. Unfortunately the 154 now only runs on Thursday, I understand that 

Basingstoke and Wokingham re considering a service. when the new houses are built. 
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DISTRICT PARISH CONFERENCE 

 

The District Parish Council is due to take place on Tuesday 13th October  It will start 

with tea/coffee ay 6.00 and the meeting will start at 6.30 in the Council Chamber. 

 

 

6 Correspondence / Clerks Report 

 

 6.1 Items of correspondence received prior to meeting of 8th September 2015 

 

 Certification of completion of external audit. 

 Renew to request membership of “Campaign to protect rural England” Amount 

donated last year was £36. The renewal request this year was £50. 

 

ACTION: Agreed that Clerk can renew at the requested level of £50. Cheque to be 

signed at next meeting. 

 

 West Berkshire Community Champion 2015 – details of launch of competition on 7th 

September. Nominations to be received by 23rd October 2015.  Details on the 

noticeboards and the website. 

 Various emails relating to Trunkwell Manor and ongoing licence / applications. 

 

Clerks Report 

 

Laptop / printer & required software has been purchased at a net cost of £368.11 once the vat 

has been reclaimed. 

 

7 Planning Applications 

  

 No additional applications had been received but further details had arrived in respect of the 

two applications for marquees at Trunkwell. The Chairman gave a brief summary of the 

ongoing application with regards to Trunkwell Manor and plans and photographs were shown 

by Mr Bridges (Vice Chairman). 

 

 Successful applications had previously been submitted relating to the adjacent site which gave 

consent to extend the Trunkwell Hotel by in total 63 rooms, together with the erection of a 

permanent marquee.  To facilitate the intended building works a temporary consent had also 

been granted in January 2008 for a period of two years only to relocate the permanent 

marquee to the field covered by the current applications. Although comments were made in 

respect of the January 2008 consent ultimately no formal objection was put forward by the 

Parish Council at that time. 

 Since 2008 the building works have not started (with the exception of a trench at the rear of 

the current site) and the permanent marquee has remained in situ as well as apparently 

growing in size. Notwithstanding this sizeable further marquees, together with a covered 

walkway and a large car park had emerged on the application(s) site which since 2010 has 

had no planning consent to do so whatsoever. The 2008 temporary consent required that the 

field be returned to agricultural use within six months of expiry i.e. by July 2010, which 

clearly did not happen. 
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 A noise abatement notice relating to mainly noise emanating from the application site was 

deemed accepted in August, and noise monitors are apparently in place. The Parish Council 

was aware that the applicant had taken steps to control the noise to an acceptable level but as 

yet had not seen any details that this was being done in accordance with the wishes of WBC. 

 The current request is for a combination of permanent and undefined temporary consent 

allowing the existing marquees to remain in place. The temporary consent is once again only 

whilst the hotel is extended, but no final date is referred to. 

 

 The Parish Council considered the application. 

 

 Amongst the objections raised by those present were: 

 

 Additional pressure on the already problematic sewage system around the site. 

 Overdevelopment of the site 

 Not aesthetically pleasing, not in keeping with the local landscape. 

 Supposed to have been a like for like 

 Further encroachment on existing land. Fireworks and bonfires 

 Noise levels have been unacceptable to residents since 2004 

 Question over the ultimate use of the “permanent marquees” – is the intention to 

change these to a more permanent construction at a later date. Canvas made tents are 

not permanent structures by their nature. 

 Additional pressure on village with extra staff and a busier site overall. 

 No benefit to the community, no known local employment 

 History of abusing the planning process and could happen again in the future 

 Further disposal of Thrive agricultural land – they have been selling other land 

 Alcohol and entertainment licence disputed – BHPC trying to establish the facts 

 

 

The Chairman asked for those in attendance to put forward positive comments in support of 

the applications and none were received. 

 

Subsequent after a show of hands it was unanimously decided that the Parish Council would 

formally object to both applications. The Chairman was instructed to draw up the formal 

objection letter to include reference, where appropriate, to all the above points. 

  

8 Representatives from Outside Bodies 

  

 8.1    BNAG – Chris reported that there will be a meeting at “The Elm Tree” PH on   

                     Monday 5th October @ 14.00 to discuss parking and general traffic issues.  

  

 8.2     The Allotments Trust 

 

Replacement of see saw. 

 

Several ideas have been suggested by children using the equipment on the green for 

replacing the see saw, these include: 

 

Zip wire 
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Fitness Equipment (all ages) 

Climbing net 

See saw (modern) 

 

The cost and the available space once the fencing is in place, will dictate to some 

extent, what additional equipment can be acquired. 

 

Fencing. 

 

The PC have obtained several quotes and are in a position to place an order for the 

fencing. 

 

Football nets. 

 

The nets were taken down as usual, for the summer to allow the grass to rest. The nets 

will be going up again in the next week or so. 

 

Maintenance of the green. 

 

The Bullpitt Brothers have done several cuts of the grass over the summer period and it 

is in good condition. 

 

Some work is required on the equipment – mainly cleaning, oiling etc. 

 

The AT now need to look at the maintenance of the trees and bushes on the green and 

the grazing land to the rear of Park View. 

  

 8.3    The Memorial Hall – The Community Cinema begins on Tuesday 29th  

           September, and monthly on the last Tuesday. 

           A leaflet has been delivered to every house, and details are on the website 

                      and noticeboards. 

 

 8.4    The Shop in the Church – The shop continues to do well, serving the village and 

           the local community.  No issues to report. 

 

 8.5     The Baptist Church – Bernard Wilson is no longer the secretary, and has been   

                      succeeded by Trevor Roberts. 

  

 8.6    Ian McDonnell – Supervisor, Neighbourhood Policing Team 

         There have been less than 10 episodes in the last 3 months, and there is nothing  

          of note to report. 

          He recommended that we approach the Council to have “archer strips” fitted  

          through the village, which will consistently monitor the speed through the  

          village.  Any concerns about the weight of vehicles driving through the village  

          is more difficult to address.  A petition is the most effective way to proceed to  

          having a speed limit imposed upon the village roads; however, large numbers 

          of signatures are required. 

 

          A request was made to reinstate the “ Have your Say” sessions that used to take  
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          place.  Ian will ask the PCSO’s to contact San Moore, to hold these sessions in  

          The Shop in the Church. 

  

9 Village Website 

  

    9.1    The web page allowing the Clerk to upload all necessary Parish Council documents is 

now complete and the Clerk has successfully uploaded some recent documents. The 

page is now accessible to the public by selecting ‘Parish Council Documents’ from the 

‘Local Government Menu’, and those who previously subscribed to receive email 

notification of Parish Council Minutes and agendas will now receive notification 

whenever new documents are added to this new page. 

Minutes and agendas of past meetings dating to January 2013 have also been added, 

and earlier documents will be added when time permits. 

The previous page providing links to minutes and agendas has been removed from the 

menu to avoid confusion. However that page is still accessible by going directly to 

www.beechhillvillage.co.uk/minage and will remain until all documents have been 

moved to the new page. 

 

10 To Change the Standing Orders 

  

 It was agreed that a planning committee consisting of all appointed Parish Councillors would 

be formed to consider and decide upon any planning application requiring a response during 

the period of time which fell between Parish Council meetings. Such decisions to be based 

upon the planning details, individual knowledge of the wishes of the community, together 

with appropriate reference to the Village Plan and are to be determined by a majority vote. 

The reasoning and decisions of the planning committee to be provided at the next available 

meeting  

 

11 Public Session – no questions raised 

 

12 Matters to report 

 

 12.1  Play area fencing: It was formally agreed that Fox Fencing would provide  

                      The fencing at a total cost of £3135 + vat. 

                      ACTION: Clerk to contact Fox Fencing to advise them of acceptance of  

                      quotation. 

 12.2   Parking at the Triangle: Meeting will be held at The Elm Tree Pub on 

                      5th October @ 2pm. Glyn Davis from WBC will attend. 

 12.3   Village Calendar: No further action has been made. CFWD to next meeting. 

            12.4   Village Map : No further action has taken place. Chairman to ask 

                      Cllr Edwards to take this forward. 

 12.5  Emergency Generator – I was agreed by all present that this would be of 

                     Benefit to the residents of Beech Hill. 

                     ACTION: Chairman to email Clerk, so that we can request £3000.00 from  

                     Jo Naylor towards the cost. 
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13        Finance  

 

Accounts for payment for meeting of 08 Sept 2015

Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

H Malyn Salary & Mileage Aug & Sept 385.11£    100363

H Malyn New Laptop, printer & software 441.70£    100364

(vat returnable of £73.59 net cost £368.11)

HMCTS Will request of Dr G Udall 10.00£      100365

HMCTS Will request of Eleanor Udall 10.00£      100366

Total 846.81£    

 
 

14 Any other items that the chairman decides are urgent as items of information. 

 

 To assist the Parish Council’s knowledge of the land owning intentions of Thrive it was     

             agreed to request copies of the Wills and any other legal document relating to the Udall  

             family which gave the land to them.  

  

 

15.    Next Parish Council Meeting 

 

 To confirm the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting as Tuesday 17th November 

2015 @ The Memorial Hall at 7.30pm 

  


