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5 Chesterment Way 

Lower Earley 

Reading 

Berkshire RG6 4HW 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 

website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL HELD 

AT 7.30 p.m. ON TUESDAY 12th January 2016  

at The Beech Hill Memorial Hall 

 

PRESENT: Cllrs Martin Plank (Chairman), Chris Bridges (Vice Chairman), Geoff  Mayes 

 

In attendance: Helen Malyn (Clerk), 2  members of the public.  WBC Cllr  M Lock 

            

 

Declarations of Interest: members were reminded that declarations of interest should be made 

where appropriate. 

 

1 Apologies for absence 

            1.1 Cllr Alison Edwards 

                        WBC Cllr Graham Bridgman 

 

2 Declaration of interest and dispensations 

 2.1  No declarations of interest received from councillors on items on the  

             agenda. 

 2.2 No written requests received for dispensations for disclosure of pecuniary  

  interests.  

 2.3 No requests for dispensation needed to be granted. 

 

3 Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 
 3.1 Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting on 17th November 2015were approved 

                        and signed. 

 

4 Matters to report 

 4.1 “No Dog” signs have been ordered by Cllr Edwards to put up in the play area, now 

fencing in place. 

  

5 District Councillors Reports 

 

5.1       Report from Graham Bridgman   

 
               The report was summarised by the Chairman in the absence of Cllr Bridgman 
 
                West Berkshire Council 
 
There was a meeting of the council on 10 December that dealt with a number of issues – the council tax 
support scheme for 2016/17, council tax discounts for vacant property, changes to contract rules of 

mailto:clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk
http://www.beechhillvillage.co.uk/
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procedure, various fees and charges, and the licensing policy on gambling.  We also adopted a unanimous 
resolution regarding refugees (some of the grammar leaves something to be desired, but this is precisely 
what was adopted): 
 
That this Council notes that: 
Conflicts in the Middle East have created the largest refugee crisis in generations. 
Thousands of people have died while seeking sanctuary from the violence this year alone trying to cross the 
Mediterranean Sea; many of them were children. 
The United Kingdom has played a leading role as one of the world’s top international donors, supporting 
refugees in Syria and the surrounding area. 
The UN estimates there are over 320,000 people though who live in urgent need of resettlement.  Survivors 
of torture or sexual violence, the very elderly or disabled, there are people who cannot survive in UN refugee 
camps near in countries surrounding Syria. 
The UK has a long and important tradition of offering sanctuary to those who need protection.  100,000 
Huguenots, 10,000 Jewish Kindertransport children spared the Nazi concentration camps, 160,000 Poles 
following the Second World War many of whom had served in the Battle of Britain, the Vietnamese Boat 
People, the 28,000 Asian Ugandans fleeing Idi Amin and the people who fled the war in Kosovo.  This is our 
proud and decent tradition. 
To play its part fully in solving this global crisis the British government must work for durable long term 
political solutions in the region, lead as a major international donor, and live up to its reputation as a place 
of sanctuary, integration and protection. 
This Council believes: 

 That this crisis will be better managed if incoming refugees are accommodated around the whole 
country; 

 Long term political solutions are needed to ease the crisis, but in the mean time we must do what we 
can; 

 The UK and other developed countries must welcome its fair share of refugees to ease this crisis. 
This Council: 

 has indicated to Government that it is willing to support the Vulnerable People Syrian 
Refugee  Scheme and is currently developing its plans to support the scheme; 

 has engaged not only with Housing Associations but also owners of empty properties and private 
landlords and will continue to encourage them to make properties available to resettle refugees; 

 is facilitating the process to make refugees welcome through working with voluntary agencies and 
other supporting agencies with respect to developing a comprehensive ‘welcome’ package and 
programme to support the integration of refugees to the area; 

 is developing a timeline for making a formal offer.  The basis of which will be ensuring that we can 
accommodate and ensure a positive welcome to West Berkshire. 

Council resolves to expedite the development of this timeline in order to make the formal offer to Government 
as soon as possible. 
 
There is to be a special meeting of WBC on 21 January regarding the on-going saga of the A339/Fleming 
Road Junction Compulsory Purchase Order, but otherwise the next full meeting will be the budget 
meeting on 1 March. 
 
 
The 2016/17 budget 
 
As you may have heard, the goalposts have shifted.  The headline is that the provisional local government 
settlement is awful for Berkshire generally, and West Berkshire specifically.  After Rutland, Wokingham 
is the hardest hit unitary authority in England, followed by WBC and then by Windsor & Maidenhead. 
 
As you will no doubt know, WBC was working towards a savings target of £20m+ over the four-year cycle, 
with £10m+ in the first year.  Of the £10m+, roughly half was identified to come from further efficiencies, 
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but the £4.6m of proposed savings that would affect the public – 47 budget proposals – went out to public 
consultation, concluding on 14 December 2015.  I personally (jointly with Cllrs Jackson-Doerge, Lock and 
Morrin) have responded to the proposal to remove the free Mortimer to Willink bus for those who do not 
qualify on statutory grounds. 
 
The £10m+ represented a 25% reduction in funding.  However, the revenue support grant has been cut 
by 44% with no sign as to when the promised business rates retention will be forthcoming (WBC pays 
£84m to HMG regarding business rates collected and gets £17m back – a £67m shortfall). 
 
So, a balanced budget for 2016/17 will be much more challenging to achieve - the initial analysis of the 
Local Government Finance Settlement announced just prior to Christmas is that WBC will have to save 
an additional £4m on top of the savings already proposed. 
 
As Roger Croft (Leader of WBC) has said: “This is a very austere settlement which will make it harder to 
keep delivering the services our communities value so much … Having completed the consultation and 
started analysing the results we were hoping to be moving forward to making decisions for our budget next 
year. However, we will now fully assess the impact of the grant decision and explore how we might find these 
additional savings.” 
 
Life is going to be even more difficult.  As I get more information/proposals that I can share I will do so. 
 
 
The DPD, Clappers Farm and Trunkwell House 
 
I have noted the emails regarding the DPD consultation and the particular question as to whether the 
change from a site to an area of search vis a vis Clappers Farm means that WBC didn’t consult properly.  
The BHPC submission is a powerful document and I applaud the author(s). 
 
As councillors will know, I had a recent meeting with Nick Carter (WBC Chief Executive) at his behest to 
discuss Trunkwell.  I have reported upon this separately and now await developments regarding the 
various issues (licence review, planning enforcement, planning permissions, etc). 
 
 
5.1 a) In a later email, Cllr Bridgman reported that the savings / cuts that WBC are being faced with now 
amounts to £18.9 million, beyond expectations. 
 
The chairman explained the latest update with regards to Trunkwell Manor and the ongoing licensing / 
planning issues. 
A 1:100 plan was submitted originally with the licensing application detailing the licensing area, which is 
effectively the hotel. 
WBC are claiming that there was a 1:500 plan submitted which details areas of the agricultural land (i.e 
where the marquees have been located. There is no evidence that WBC can provide to show the existence 
of this 1:500 plan. 
Graham has been meeting with parties of WBC and 2 officers offered to come to the meeting tonight. 
BHPC responded by thanking them for the offer, however we would like more time, so that residents have 
the opportunity to attend and raise questions. 
Whilst an email was received by the Chairman, with details of the meeting that Cllr Bridgman had had 
with various officers of the council; it did not provide a full response to the questions that have been 
raised on numerous occasions by BHPC with regards to this matter. 
 
Chairman askes Cllr Lock, whether we would be able to have access to the original licensing application 
and accompanying documents. 
Cllr Lock advised that we could ask under the Freedom of Information Act; however she has kindly 
offered to visit the offices of Sarah Clarke (Legal Licensing Adviser) to request a copy of the minutes in 
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which the 1:500 plan was allegedly discussed as part of the licensing application. 
 
The Chairman and Cllrs thanked her for her offer of assistance. 
 

5.2       Report from Cllr Mollie Lock 
  

ACTION FOR the RIVER KENNET 

 

Work to lower the weir near St Mary’s Church, this is to enable fish to swim more easily between the 

different water levels. Work is due to start on 13thJanuary – weather permitting. 

 

GOVERNMENT SETTLEMENT 

 

Nick Carter (CE) emailed that just before Christmas WBC received a far worse settlement than had 

been anticipated.  In summary with all the proposed savings and assuming a 4% increase from new 

build they still need to find another £4million of savings within the next six weeks  - this did not take 

into account any money we may get as a result of Care Act J,R ( I believe this to be £2milion +) 

 

COUNCIL TAX 

 

The Council tax base for 2016/2017 must be set by 31st January and will be set ”Under a Delegated 

Officer Decision” unless it is “called in” by11th January. It will   relate to properties built before 31st 

March 2017 and will need to take in account the impact of discounts for single persons, disabled 

persons, exemptions and empty properties. Second homes will now not have a discount. 

 

BRILLIANT BERKSHIRE – BUILDING COMMUNITIES TOGETHER FUND 

 

There is a fund available over the next two years up to November 2017. Local community groups 

can bid for money from this pot to help them take responsibility for providing projects and services 

in their community to meet local needs. Grants up to £12000but could exceed this in exceptional 

circumstances. There will be “small grants” for between £500-£1,000 and they would be interested if 

there was more than one priority area. Such as 

• Community buildings – Village Hall 

• Elderly and Vulnerable 

• Child protection and Family Support 

• Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour 

• Emotional and Mental Health 

• Skills and Jobs  

• Children and Young People –youth clubs, sport 

 

You can apply if you are a Voluntary or Community organiser, a group of people who could become 

an organisation, (SOB?) a school or A PARISH COUNCIL –( Village Hall, 75 bus to Newbury and 

bus to The Willink)    

 

• When answering questions for a grant  

• What service or are you looking to provide? 

• Who will your activity be aimed at? 
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5.2 b)  ACTION: Cllr Lock will invite Andrea King to the next meeting in order to give further 

details of the “Brilliant Berkshire” grants available, as this could benefit the provision of a 

generator at the memorial hall, or additional funds for “the shop in the church”. 

 

6 Correspondence / Clerks Report 

 

 6.1 Items of correspondence received prior to meeting of 12th January 2016 

 

 Email from BALC relating to new external auditor regulations 

 Email in relation to flood wardens in place 

 Quotation for grass cutting 

 Various emails relating to Trunkwell Manor 

 Email from BALC informing us that BALC subscription will increase to 25.1p per elector (up 

to 5000 electorate 

      Clerks Report – The street light has been fixed, and invoice is awaited. 

 

 

 

 

7 Planning Application: None received. 

          

8 Representatives from Outside Bodies 

  

 8.1.1    BNAG – Nothing to report at this meeting.   

                      

 8.1.2    The Allotments Trust – Nothing to report. 

  

 8.1.3    The Memorial Hall – Nothing to report.  

 

 8.1.4    The Shop in the Church – A report was submitted 

 

                     Since the last meeting the shop has had busy and successful Christmas with takings up  

                     significantly from last year. In total 21 turkey/meat orders were placed for collection  

                    Christmas eve. 

                    The young people in the village came in and did a great job of weighing out all the     

                    vegetables and preparing all the boxes for us. 

                    We held a very busy Christmas shopping evening attended by over 60 customers. Local   

                    crafts and food suppliers had stalls and we had lots of tasters to tempt everyone. We also  

                    held a gingerbread house making workshop for children, 14 gingerbread houses were  

                    beautifully decorated and the afternoon was a great success. 

 

                    John and Mandy from the Forge have very generously fitted a cctv camera to the rear of  

                    the church to focus on the backdoor and the barn doors. Special effort has been made not  

                    to intrude on the privacy of those visiting graves at the rear of the church, the cameras  

                    are directed accordingly. 

 

                   We have also been told that we are finalists for the Countryside Alliance Rural Oscars.  

                   This is a national award and would be a great accolade for us. We will be visited by the  

                   judging team in Feb/March. Jude and I have an invitation to the houses of parliament to  
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                  find out the results in April. 

 

           8.1.5   Thames Valley Police – no report provided. 

 

9 Village Website 

  

    9.1    Although unable to attend the meeting, Peter Simpson reported that the number of 

villagers on the village-wide email list has increased to 93. 

 

10 To take questionnaires from the public 

  

 It was asked if there was any further information available with regards to the bus services 

within Beech Hill. Cllr Lock advised that the decision has not yet been made. 

 

            No further questions were raised. 

 

 

 

 

 

11 Matters to report 

 

 11.1.  Parking at the triangle – Nothing yet has been done with regards to this, although it 

                      is noted that the grass is looking particularly churned up at present.   

 11.2   Village Calendar – CFWD in the absence of Cllr Edwards. 

            11.3   Village Map -  CFWD in the absence of Cllr Edwards. 

            11.4   Trunkwell Manor (licencing / planning) – Nothing further to add, from what was  

                      discussed earlier in the meeting.  

 11.5   DPD (including Clappers Farm) Cllr Edwards sent an email with an update in her     

                      absence.    

 

                      “I've spoken to the council for an update as I was under the impression that the  

                      comments would be available to view after 31/12/2015.  

                      The planning department are currently working through the comments and once  

                      processed these will be available to view online. It seems that more comments were  

                      received by post than online which is not surprising as most people I spoke with were  

                      not confident in the online process! 

                     I asked how many were received for this DPD consultation and I was told about a 1000,  

                     I'm assuming these cover the three proposed Gypsy and Traveller sites! 

                     It is lower than the last consultation, however the comments from the last consultation  

                     will be carried forward to this one. In our case these would not be helpful as we have a  

                     new consultation, however I'll wait to see the comments first. It could take another  

                    couple of weeks before we start to see any comments online.” 

 

                     The Chairman added that BHPC have objected to the Clappers Farm site as there has 

                     been no public consultation, prior to it being included in the DPD, as there should have 

                     been. 

 

            11.6   Bus Shelter – Agreed that we need to see if BHPC has a bus service prior to  

                      any discussions.  To be removed from agenda. 
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            11.7  Noticeboards –  It was agreed that the Clerk should obtain quotes for replacement 

                     noticeboards, for the 3 currently in use in the village (1 large, 2 small).  These are to be        

                     enclosed.  

 

                     ACTION: Clerk to obtain quotations. 

 

            11.8  Winter Weather – Flood Wardens.  The Chairman explained that the email relating to       

                      Resilient Communities meetings, as received by the Clerk, is not just about  

                     Flooding, it is more about having an evacuation centre.  The Chairman has written to  

                     Charlie Carter with regards to the meetings being held, for the Memorial  

                     Hall to consider being a designated “evacuation centre”.  The Chairman has offered to  

                     attend as well.  

 

            11.9  Donation request – Shop in the Church.  The Chairman explained that although money  

                     was allocated in last year’s precept calculations for the “village plan”, within which the  

                     shop in the church is mentioned; that the BHPC are restricted legally, in how this  

                     money is utilised.  The Chairman has asked the Clerk to establish whether the BHPC  

                     is able to purchase shares. 

                     ACTION: Clerk to investigate prior to any decision being made.        

 

                    Authorisation was given to the Clerk to release the £1000 for shares if permissible.   

 

   12      Finance 

 

                     Cheques authorised for payment: 

 

                     
 

 

13 Any other items that the chairman decides are urgent as items of information. 

 

 Precept for 2016/2017 – The precept was discussed and it was agreed that the same level  

            that was agreed for this year, would be requested again for next year. The level being £6512  

            per annum. 

 

14    Next Parish Council Meeting 

 

 To confirm the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting as Tuesday 8th March 2016 

@ The Memorial Hall at 7.30pm 

 

Accounts for payment for meeting of 12 Jan 2016

Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

H Malyn Salary & Mileage Dec & Jan 378.36£    100373

H Malyn Expenses (stamps & print cartridges) 22.43£      100373

SLCC Membership due to H Malyn 65.00£      100374

Total 465.79£    
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