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3 Swinbrook Close  

Tilehurst, Reading RG31 6QD 

Telephone 0118 978 8947 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 

website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL HELD                     

AT 7.30 p.m. ON TUESDAY 19 MAY 2015 

IN BEECH HILL MEMORIAL HALL 

 

PRESENT: Cllrs Martin Plank (Chairman), Chris Bridges (Vice-Chairman), and Alison 

Edwards 

 

In attendance: Janet Haines (Clerk), 7 members of the public.  WBC Cllr M Lock and Cllr 

G Bridgman having sent their apologies. 

 

Declarations of Interest: members were reminded that declarations of interest should be 

made where appropriate. 

 

1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2015-16 

 

1.1        Nominations were invited for Chairman for 2015-16.  One nomination, for Cllr 

             Martin Plank was received 

 

1.2 Cllr Plank was duly elected. 

 

1.3 Cllr Plank signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chairman 

 

2 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 

 

2.1 One nomination, for Cllr Chris Bridges, was received 

 

2.2 Cllr Bridges was duly elected 

 

2.3 Cllr Bridges signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Vice-Chairman 

 

3 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

3.1       None 

  

4 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR 

 

 This item was deferred until after Item 17 

 

4.1       A nomination was received for Mr Geoff Mayes.  It was RESOLVED that Mr Mayes 

be co-opted.  He signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the 

meeting from Item 18. 

 

 

mailto:clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk
http://www.beechhillvillage.co.uk/
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5 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 

 

5.1       No declarations of interest for items on the agenda had been received 

  

5.2       No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests had been          

 received 

 

5.3       None 

 

6      MINUTES OF THE LAST PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

 

6.1      The Parish Council RESOLVED to sign the minutes of the meeting of  24 March 

2015 as a true record.  The Chairman signed all pages of the loose leaf minutes. 

   

7 REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

 

7.1 The following reports were received from Village bodies 

 

7.1.1 Cllr Bridges reported on the Burghfield Neighbourhood Action Group.   

The WBC officer who used to deal with highway matters had emigrated and a 

replacement officer would be taking over his responsibilities. 

 

7.1.2 The Chairman reported on behalf of Hayley Sheridan on the Allotments Trust. 

The play area fencing was the main item for consideration at the moment.  

 

7.1.3 There was no report on the Memorial Hall 

 

7.1.4 The Clerk reported that a report on The Shop in the Church had been supplied for 

the forthcoming Annual Parish Meeting. 

 

7.1.5 Village Steering Committee 

 

Mr Peter Simpson gave the following report: 

 

The Steering Committee Bank Account was set up in December 2014. However, as all 

the processes required to completely open the account were never completed we had 

no money to pay for insurance. Consequently the ‘Take pride in your Village’ day 

scheduled for April 18
th

 has once again had to be postponed. Preparation of the 

Welcome Pack, which is being funded by a local Estate Agent, is now almost 

complete. 

 

In compliance with our constitution the Annual General Meeting of the Steering 

Committee was booked for 21 April, and the required 21 days’ notice given to 

residents. 

 

At a committee meeting held on 15
th

 April called to discuss content of the AGM and 

our way forward it was clear that many of those present felt that we had gone as far as 

we could with the Village Plan, and that the remaining actions would best be carried 

out by the Parish Council, and as such the Village Plan should be handed back to the 

Parish Council.  Others thought there was much that we could and should do 

particularly on high priority actions. There was talk of dissolving the committee to be 
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replaced with a Community Committee which would concentrate on community 

events and may be able to help the Parish Council on Community related actions in 

the Village Plan. It was decided that as the AGM was just a week away that it should 

go ahead as planned and that the way forward should be judged from the feeling of the 

villagers present at that meeting. 

 

There were a number of resignations and statements of intention not to stand for re-

election over the month before the AGM including the Treasurer, David Seward; 

Secretary, Peter Simpson and Chairman, Bob Walton, though later Peter was 

persuaded to be nominated as Chairman.  

 

The AGM went ahead as planned, though there was no Chairman (and no Chairman’s 

Report), no Treasurer (and no Treasurer’s report) and no Villagers present apart from 

Charlie Carter who had also recently resigned from the committee. As there had been 

only three nominations to committee posts the following officers were elected by 

default: Peter Simpson – Chairman, David Simpson – Secretary; Hannah Callier – 

Other Member. 

 

As it was clear from the very poor attendance that there was no enthusiasm for the 

Steering Committee either by the previous committee or the residents of Beech Hill, 

the new committee reluctantly decided to call a Special General Meeting proposing 

that the Steering Committee be dissolved and the Village Plan should be handed back 

to the Parish Council. 

 

 This meeting was scheduled for Tuesday 12
th

 May, one week before the Parish 

Council Meeting. Because of the poor attendance at the AGM it was decided to allow 

comments and votes by email and letter. 

 

The Special General Meeting went ahead as planned with Peter Simpson in the Chair 

and David Simpson as secretary with Councillor Graham Bridgman of West Berkshire 

Council in attendance as an observer. No other committee member or Beech Hill 

resident was present. Emails had been received from five residents, four of whom cast 

a vote. These emails were read out at the meeting. Verbal comments were also given 

by the chairman and secretary. Councillor Bridgman was asked to scrutinize and count 

the paper votes from both email and personal votes. This resulted in a two-thirds 

majority in favour of dissolving the Steering Committee and handing all responsibility 

for the Village Plan to the Parish Council. 

 

It was the desire of the majority of the former members of the Steering Committee that 

it should continue in some form to complete many of the initiatives already started and 

discussed without the constraints of the requirement to implement the high priority 

Village Plan Actions. 

 

It is therefore now my duty to hand over all the documentation and responsibility for 

the Village Plan to the Parish Council.  The Beech Hill Steering Committee now no 

longer exists. It is my sincere hope that the Village Plan will not suffer the same fate. 

 
The Chairman stated that it was a shame that the initial enthusiasm for the Parish Plan 

did not continue apart from via a few committed individuals.  The Chairman also 

pointed out that most of the priority actions in the Plan were of the nature of matters 

ordinarily covered by the Parish Council, eg highways and traffic issues and as such 
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very little additional burden would be involved.  The wishes of the residents as 

expressed in the Plan would be referred to in all appropriate actions by the PC.  The 

members RESOLVED to take over the Parish Plan provided the Council were not 

placed under any time implications or order of preference in respect to any of the 

stated aims. 

 

7.1.6 Website report from Peter Simpson 

 

 To comply with recent government legislation the Village Website has been modified 

to allow the Clerk to upload as many documents as necessary associated with Parish 

Council Meetings, Annual Parish Meetings and Parish Council Year-End documents. 

These pages are not yet accessible to the general public but are awaiting testing and 

approval by the Clerk at which time they will then replace the ‘Minutes and Agendas’ 

page.  

 

 The ‘Our Councillors’ page has been amended to include a link to the Parish 

Councillors’ register of Interest stored on the West Berkshire Council website. The 

‘Our Councillors’ page has also been made accessible to the clerk to make any 

necessary modifications to Councillors’ details.  

 

7.2 It was RESOLVED that members would be appointed to outside bodies as follows: 

 BNAG: Cllr Bridges 

 Allotments: Trustees and Clerk (not a Parish Council Appointment) 

  

8       MATTERS TO REPORT 

  

8.1 Bank account 

Transfer of the accounts from HSBC to NatWest was still to take place.  The matter of 

bank signatories and change of bank was an agenda item. 

 

8.2 Defibrillator 

No further update available to the Clerk. 

 

8.3 Insurance 

The insurance renewal had been received from Came and Company in the sum of 

£477.57 to cover both the Parish Council and the Allotments Trust that met all the 

needs of both parties.  The Allotments Trust would pay one third of this bill.  It was 

noted that the payment for 14-15 to the PC had not yet been received from the Trust. 

 

AON, another insurance provider, had contacted the Clerk and submitted a quotation 

that, despite requests, had failed to recognise the requirements of, or include the 

Allotments Trust, on the policy.  

 

8.4 Noise from Trunkwell 

BHPC had been informed that a re-submitted planning application had been received 

by WBC for the site but nothing had been received by the Clerk to date. 

 

8.5 Precept 

The first half of the Precept plus the reduced Council Tax Support Grant had been 

received. 
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8.6 VAT Reclaim 

This had been submitted and the payment of £33.72 had been received. 

 

8.7 Internal Audit 

The Internal Audit had been undertaken by Mr David Weller and a favourable report 

received.  This had been circulated to members. 

 

8.8 External Audit 

The paperwork for the External audit had been circulated to members in advance of 

the meeting in order that the Governance Statement and other pages could be 

completed at the meeting. 

 

8.9 Pension enrolment 

Although it was extremely unlikely that any future Clerk to BHPC would be paid at a 

high enough rate to make paying a pension compulsory, BHPC had been obliged to 

register with the Pensions Regulator in case any future employee wished to make 

contributions to a personal pension.  BHPC could always opt to pay into a pension 

scheme for an employee.  

 

8.10 Grass Cutting contract 

Bulpitt Bros had submitted a revised quotation for this season.  As this was for £313 

for cuts to all six areas, an increase of only £6 on the previous year, the Clerk had used 

delegated authority to authorise this. 

 

9 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

 

9.1 Former WBC Cllr Geoff Mayes had submitted the following report to cover the period 

until the election: 

Since the last PC meeting on 24
th

 March 2015 we have been actively monitoring 

events as they affect the Ward. 

 

District Council Meeting 3
rd

 March  

The main agenda item for debate was the 2015-16 Budget, which was approved by the 

Administration. The Liberal Democrat opposition voted against the proposals as the 

cuts itemised, severely disadvantage the poorer and weaker in our society.  The 

Council Tax for the year from 1
st
 April 2015 will remain unchanged although the 

Police, Fire and Parish precepts may change. 

    

Council Tax 

You will by now have learned that the methods of payment of Council Tax will 

change after 1
st
 April 2015, in that no book of Bank Giro Slips will be sent out by 

WBC. This is to save paper and printing costs. Please let us know if any Padworth 

residents have problems making the payments due, using the Bar Coded letter, Direct 

Debit or Transfer to WBC via the banks.   

 

District Planning Document Responses 

There has been no discernible progress on the DPD or Gypsy/Travellor site review. 

The Planning Policy Task Group meeting on the 27
th

 March was cancelled.  I was on 

this Planning Policy Task Group, the minutes of which are all Part 2 and not 

publically reported. The Libdems contested that lack of openness.  The next 

opportunity for Public Consultation is not expected until mid September. We have 
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exchanged emails with Bryan Little (the WBC officer responsible) but no update has 

been provided to my knowledge.   

 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). 

The S106 method of contributions from residential developers ceased on 1
st
 April 

2015 and has been replaced by the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). WBC made 

a request to Government Ministers to allow WBC to retain S106 but this was not 

allowed.  Income to WBC and the financial benefits to the Parishes from residential 

development in their areas will now be reduced. 

 

Planning in Beech Hill   

I continue to monitor the Planning Applications in the Parish from the WBC website. 

There were no new applications on the listing to 4
th

 May 2015. 

 

Your comments on any Applications that arise in the Parish should be directed to 

Mollie Lock or the new District Councillor especially if you have planning objections 

which may involve a Call In to Committee. 

 

Trunkwell House  

I have been following correspondence on the noise problem and planning history 

regarding the expansion of the Hotel and the use of the Marquee(s).  No new Planning 

Application has been lodged with WBC to my knowledge. 

 

Clappers Farm  

I am aware of the Parish Council’s concerns on the covenanted planning restrictions 

on the farm.  As neither Mollie Lock or myself will have access to the Planning Policy 

Task Group meeting in the future regarding the progress on the DPD and traveller site 

selection, BHPC will have to monitor the Public Consultation carefully. 

  

Roads and Highways 

During the Election and Purdah period there has been little action on these matters in 

WBC Offices.  

 

The one way system in Padworth has reverted to normal two way working following 

the reopening by Network Rail of the Railway Bridge in late March. Delays and 

closures on Silver Lane and Rectory Road may occur while resurfacing and verge 

repairs are effected. The Veolia Padworth waste site reverted to normal activity and 

transport routings at the same time. 

 

As you will know patching from Mortimer Station to Beech Hill is being undertaken 

by WBC‘s highways contractor Volker Highways.  This is a prelude to the 

programmed resurfacing and maintenance of the Beech Hill Road.   

 

Ufton Nervet Level Crossing / Bridge  

At the Ufton Nervet PC meeting on 14
th

 May the decision was made not to oppose the 

Application 15/00974/COMIND by Network Rail for the replacement of the Level 

Crossing in Ufton Lane with a Bridge.  I Called it In to give all Parish Councils in the 

Ward the chance voice their position to the EAPC.    

 

When discussed in earlier Council meetings the Beech Hill PC were in favour of 

replacement of the level crossing with full width barriers and CCTV monitoring rather 
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than the proposed bridge. Network Rail arranged meetings with local Parish 

Councilllors  on 17
th

 March 2015 in Padworth Village Hall and for the public on 21
st
 

April at Sulhamstead Village Hall. The Network Rail position is that Ufton Crossing 

has acquired a Beachy Head status in the area which they wish to eradicate.  

 

Many Councillors and residents will have visited the Network Rail (NR) exhibition at 

SUN village hall. The Eastern Area Planning Committee EAPC hearing will give the 

Parish Councils and Residents the opportunity to make their views known. 

 

The NR design is for a wide based reinforced earth embankment offline, rising to a 

brick and concrete beam bridge across the tracks more than 9m high to the parapet.  A 

two lane roadway is proposed with a footpath on one side.  The curved alignment to 

the east of Ufton Lane is I understand on Englefield land. It creates a danger for road 

users especially at night when head lights will not illuminate the road ahead due to the 

rising embankments and the curved roadway. 

  

Conclusion  

We have held monthly Surgeries on the first Saturday every month between 10am and 

11am in the Parish Office behind the Mortimer Library in Victoria Road.  If you have 

any problems in the Parish please let Cllr Mollie Lock hear about them by telephone 

(0118 9332858) or by Email.  

  

9.2 WBC Cllr Mollie Lock sent the following report: 

 The New Council is to meet on Tuesday 19
th

 May 2015 when the New Chairman and 

Vice Chairman will be elected.  The Executive and the appointment and allocation of 

seats to committees for the 2015-2016 Municipal year will be announced. There are 

52 Councillors, the Conservatives polled 58% of the votes and have 48 members, the 

Liberal Democrats polled 25%of the votes and have 4 members, there are not any 

other groups.  

 

New members must attend a number of induction and training sessions before they are 

able to sit on committees , re-elected members also have to attend some sessions such 

as planning , appeals and licensing if they wish to continue sitting on those 

committees. All  members  will be issued with a Surface 8.2 Computer and ancillary 

equipment but can only collect them after attending training, the Council aims to 

become  mostly paperless. 

 

Geoff has freely given his expert knowledge and his time over the last four years, he 

will be greatly missed.  

 

9.3 WBC Cllr Graham Bridgman had supplied the following report: 

  

In terms of a report from the district councillors, and given my brief tenure thus far, I 

have little to say, although I would start by reiterating what I said at the election count 

– that I (and we) owe a debt of gratitude to Geoff Mayes for his sterling efforts on 

behalf of the community and that he will be a hard act to follow. 

  

The election outcome was, to say the least, interesting.  For the Mortimer Ward, 

Mollie Lock was elected for the Liberal Democrats with 1,548 votes and I followed 

for the Conservatives with 1,501.  The unsuccessful candidates were my running mate 
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Andrea Stephenson with 1,207, then Geoff with 1,030, then Archie Fritz for Labour 

with 445.  West Berkshire Council now comprises 48 Conservative and four Liberal 

Democrat councillors. 

  

For those on the parish council who haven’t seen my election literature, I am by trade 

a solicitor.  I am married to Joan and we have two daughters and one grandchild (with 

another on the way).  We have lived in West Berkshire for 30+ years and in Mortimer 

for the last 17. 

  

I met David & Peter Simpson at the Special General Meeting of the Beech Hill 

Steering Committee last Tuesday (I was the only other attendee, which reminded me 

somewhat of the annual meetings for parents we used to have to hold as school 

governors before the rules changed). 

  

Given the brief length of time that I have been a councillor, and that the first full 

meeting of council since the election coincides with your meeting, there is little to 

report at council level.  Committee (etc) appointments will be made at the full council 

meeting on Tuesday, but I anticipate being appointed to the Eastern Area Planning 

Committee.  For this reason I will generally refrain from comment about any planning 

application that comes before the parish council since that might prejudice my ability 

to speak or vote at committee.  Having said this I have thus far received one weekly 

list of planning applications (dated 11/05/15) and the following applications are listed 

for Beech Hill Parish Council (there are no decisions listed): 

  

15/00613/HOUSE – application for construction of treble garage and swimming pool 

outbuilding; applicant: Cordell; Trunkwell Barn, Beech Hill Road; target date 

01/07/15 

  

15/01156/HOUSE – application for partial demolition of existing garage & 

construction of two storey side extension; applicants: Gaibani; The Wheelwrights, 

Beech Hill Road; target date 23/06/15 

  

I hope to meet all of you sooner rather than later, but if you need to contact me in the 

meantime my details are below. 

  

10 NOISE FROM TRUNKWELL HOUSE 

 

10.1 The Chairman updated the meeting on actions taken by BHPC and WBC since the last 

meeting.  A planning application had now been received.  The problems with noise, 

on-going since 2004 was discussed as was the question as to whether or not this 

application was for further marquee space in addition to that for which temporary 

planning consent had been obtained originally.  It was noted that WBC Enforcement 

had been involved to ensure that this new application had been submitted but it was 

felt that a meeting between Gary Lugg and other relevant officers, the WBC Ward 

Councillors and BHC was needed.  The Clerk was asked to write to WBC Lock , 

copying in WBD Cllr Bridgman and Mr Lugg to ask for the application to be called in 

to Committee and to ask for a meeting. 

ACTION: Clerk 
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11 PLAY AREA FENCING 

 

11.1 One quotation had  received for the play area fencing and one more was in hand.  Cllr 

Edwards agreed to liaise with the Allotments Trust as to the requirements and to a 

third quotation to be brought to the next meeting for resolution to purchase and donate 

the fencing to the Trust, using the funds from the Member’s Bid ring fenced in the 

BHPC account. 

ACTION: Cllr Edwards 

 

12 PARKING AT THE TRIANGLE 

 

12.1 The problem of parking at the Triangle was reviewed and recent investigations 

discussed.  It was agreed that any solution had to be for the benefit of the community 

as a whole and might include landscaping and furniture as well as improvements to 

parking.  Cllr Bridges was asked to bring proposals to the next meeting for discussion. 

ACTION: Cllr Bridges 

 

13 VILLAGE CALENDAR AND MAP 

 

13.1 Cllr Edwards had no update on progress of the calendar so this was deferred to the 

next meeting.  

ACTION: Clerk and Cllr Edwards  

 

13.3 The Chairman gave an update on the Village Map.  He would take on this action and 

report to the next meeting. 

ACTION: Clerk and Cllr Plank 

 

14 EMERGENCY GENERATOR 

 

14.1 An update was given on the proposed purchase of an Emergency Generator to be sited 

at the Memorial Hall.  It was thought that an SSE grant towards the cost might be 

obtained.  Cllr Bridges agreed to investigate this and report to the next meeting. 

ACTION: Clerk and Cllr Bridges 

 

15 PUBLIC SESSION 

 

15.1 No matters were raised. 

 

16 DATES OF MEETINGS FOR THE YEAR 2015-16 

 

16.1 The following dates were set for meetings of the Parish Council for the forthcoming 

year:  21 July,  08 September and 17 November 2015 and 13 January, 09 March and 

11 May 2016  All meetings will be held in the Memorial Hall and commence at 7.30 

pm unless otherwise notified. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the Annual Parish Meeting should be held on a separate 

evening and the date was set as Tuesday 14 April 2015.     
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17 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

 From West Berks 

17.1 Series of e-mails form WBC officers on noise reports re Trunkwell House 

17.2 Notification of uncontested election at Beech Hill for Parish Council, names of 

councillors elected unopposed and notification that BHPC may co-opt within legal 

timescales. 

17.3 Housing Site Allocation Development Plan Document (DPD) – Timetable update 

from WBC Planning Policy 

17.4 District/Parish Conference question and answers 

17.5 Update on Beech Hill road repairs from WBC Cllr G Mayes and response from M 

Edwards, Head of Transport 

17.6 WBC Highways improvement project notification for Beech Hill and patching 

programme 

17.7 Sid training notification 

17.8 Legal update from J Pimley, Traveller Co-ordinator, re control of horses 

17.9 Information from J Naylor, Strategic Support, re Police Property Act Fund for 

vulnerable people 

17.10 Information from J Watt, Democratic & Electoral Services re VE Day Anniversary 

17.11 Information on publication of Issues and options Commentary Report for the West 

Berkshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan 

17.12 Information from N Tung, Transport Policy on Cycle Working Group and copy of 

Cycling Newsletter 

17.13 On-line survey re taxi fleet meeting needs of the community from WBC Licensing 

17.14 Copies of WBC Care and Support & You leaflets 

17.15 Planning Application 15/00860/LBC2, Clappers Farm, Cross Lane 

17.16 Planning Application 15/00613/HOUSE, Trunkwell Barn, Beech Hill Road 

17.17 Planning Application 15/01156/HOUSE, The Wheelwrights, Beech Hill Road 

NALC/BALC/CCB 

17.18 NALC E-bulletins forwarded by BALC 

17.19 E-copies of Action for All from CCB 

17.20 Copies of The BALC electronic Newsletter and e-mails on co-option, addendum to 

Good Councillors Guide, Community owned and managed assets, training for 

councillors and audit for small councils 

From HMRC 

17.21 Various e-mails re closing previous year and starting 2015-16 with HMRC software 

General 

17.22 Copy e-mails from residents on noise from Trunkwell House 

17.23 Newsletters from Came and Company and insurance renewal invitation in the sum of 

£477.57 

17.24 Letter from Pension Regulator re compulsory registration and staging date and e-mail 

acknowledgement of registration 

17.25 Internal audit report from D Weller and invoice in the sum of £56.30 

17.26 Confirmation of renewal of McAfee Virus Scan software in the sum of £49.99 – paid 

on Clerk’s credit card 

17.27 Renewal documents for Data Protection registration from Information 

Commissioner’s Office in the sum of £35.00 

17.28 CCB membership renewal in the sum of £30.00 

17.29 BALC membership renewal in the sum of £49.17 + VAT, total £59.00 

17.30 Invoice from SSE Southern Electric for Street Light electricity in the sum of £155.98 

+ VAT, total £162.72 
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17.31 Invoice from Berkshire /county Training CIC for new councillor training in the sum of 

£40.00 + VAT, total £48.00 

17.32 E-mail from former WBC Cllr G Mayes and Chairman’s reply of thanks for services 

to Beech Hill 

17.33 E-mail from (former) Cllr Price on actions taken re triangle of land near the pub. 

17.34 Various e-mails re Beech Hill Village Action Group Steering Committee and request 

for donation (bank account not operational as at date of 21.03.15) 

17.35 E-mails from resident and WBC re verge planting or maintenance in the vicinity of 

Beech Hill Cottage  

17.36 Swallowfield Responders updates 

17.37 Information from D Morton. TVP on Spring (Anti-) Burglary Campaign 

17.38 Invitation to Councillors to licensing of Revd Paul Willis 

17.39 E-mails form Empowering West Berkshire on various events 

17.40 Volunteering opportunities from West Berks Volunteer centre 

17.41 Copy of SLCC “The Clerk”, SLCC e-news bulletins and details of Branch Meeting 

and Training Day 

17.42 Copy of Clerks and Councils Direct 

17.43 Copy of Berkshire Carers e-Newsletter 

17.44 CPRE press release re report on house building on green belt land and copy of 

Countryside Voice 

17.45 Copy of Upstream 

17.46 Berkshire Carers e-newsletter 

 

Additional correspondence received 

17.48 Berkshire Carers week 08 – 14 June  

17.49 Link to Emergency Plan Template from WBC 

 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

18.1 The following applications were considered: 

 

18.1.1 15/00860/LBC2, Clappers Farm, Cross Lane 

Regulation 4.  Replacement windows to south and west elevations, replacement/repair 

of cast iron guttering to south elevation, additional cast iron downpipe.  Brickwork 

repairs to infill panels of north elevation and timber repairs to west elevation. 

 

This was responded to by the Clerk using delegated authority. 

 

Whilst supporting this application, BHPC wished to see all renovations to be in 

keeping with the existing. 

 

18.1.2 15/00613/HOUSE, Trunkwell Barn, Beech Hill Road 

 Construction of a treble garage and swimming pool outbuilding. 

 

 The Council OBJECTED to this application on the following grounds: 

 

The property was a new property which had only recently been built within the 

confines of the agreed planning consent. As such the Council was concerned that the 

proposals, so soon after completion, would be a significant deviation to the previously 

agreed foot-print and would represent an over development of the site. The Council 

were also concerned with the principal that if owners of new properties could vary the 
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size of their properties, within a short time after completion, this would be paramount 

to undermining the planning process. There was also the question of whether S106 

monies would be lost if they were calculated on the original consent, instead of what 

subsequently transpired to be the final consent. 

 

 The land to be used for the treble garage was thought to be agricultural and may 

require a change of use consent.  

 

            The size of the proposed enclosed swimming pool seemed very large and the Council 

wanted to see more details of it together with the impact it would have on the 

surrounding environment. 

 

            In summary there was insufficient detail given in the plans supplied for this council to 

make an informed decision. 

 

 The Clerk was asked to contact WBC Cllr Lock to ask for this application to be called 

in to committee. 

ACTION: Clerk 

 

18.1.3 15/01156/HOUSE, The Wheelwrights, Beech Hill Road 

 Partial demolition of existing garage.  Construction of a two storey side extension. 

 

 The Council was concerned that there might be a over-development of the site, 

particularly as it believed other extensions to the property may have been carried out 

in recent years, and requested Councillors Bridges and Mayes to view the property 

externally from Beech Hill Road and report back. 

ACTION: Cllrs Bridges and Mayes 

 

18.1.4 15/01219/FUL, Trunkwell Mansion House Hotel, Beech Hill Road 

 Use of land for the siting of marquee structures in connection with the use of the site 

as a hotel, conference and wedding venue. 

 

 The Council OBJECTED to this application on the following grounds: 

 

 This would be a change of use from agricultural land 

 The problem of disposal of sewage had not been addressed 

            No details of how any mechanical equipment, heating, air-conditioning, extraction etc 

would be dealt with. 

            No detail of how any permanent toilets etc would be dealt with 

 The marquees were visible from the highway and no landscaping proposal detailed 

            The marquees would be an over-development of the site 

            The ‘permanent’ nature of the application was in contrast to the ‘temporary’ consent 

previously given to assist with extending the hotel, which was not done and has now 

lapsed, on the adjacent site. 

 Noise emanating from existing marquees was a known problem and subject to 

enforcement action 

 

The Clerk was asked to contact WBC Cllr Lock to ask for this application to be called 

in to committee. 

ACTION: Clerk 
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18.2 No planning decisions had been received 

 

19 MODEL STANDING ORDERS 

 

19.1 The Clerk reported that, as Standing Orders had been reviewed during the year there 

was no need to amend the Standing Orders. 

 

20 COMMITTEES FOR 2015-16 

 

20.1 It was RESOLVED that the following members be appointed to the Staffing  

 Committee: Cllr Martin Plank, Cllr Edwards and Cllr Mayes. 

 

20.2 It was RESOLVED that the following members be appointed to the Appeals  

 Committee: Cllr Chris Bridges and District Councillors Mollie Lock and Graham 

Bridgman. 

 

20.3 It was RESOLVED that the following members be appointed to the   

 Complaints Committee: Cllr Chris Bridges, Cllr Edwards and Cllr Mayes 

 

21 REVIEW OF COUNCIL ASSETS 

 

21.1 It having been inspected by the Internal Auditor and accepted as up to date and 

appropriate, it was RESOLVED to accept the Asset Register as given. 

 

22 REVIEW OF INSURANCE COVER 

 

22.1 It was RESOLVED to remain with the current insurer, Aviva through Came and 

Company for the next year. 

 

23 MEMBERSHIP OF OUTSIDE BODIES  

 

23.1 It was RESOLVED that Beech Hill Parish Council would be in membership of the 

following outside bodies for 2015-16: 

 

 Community Council of Berkshire 

 Berkshire Association of Local Councils 

 CPRE 

 

23.2 It was RESOLVED that membership of SLCC would be continued for the Clerk. 

 

24 POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

 

24.1 The Financial Regulation had been reviewed during the year.  All other 

policies were regarded suitable for this council.  The Clerk would inform of 

any necessary changes as appropriate 

 

25  YEAR END ACCOUNTS 2014-15 AND AUDIT 

  

25.1 The Year End Accounts for 2014-15 had been circulated to members and it  

 was RESOLVED that these should be accepted. 
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25.2 The Internal Auditor had undertaken a further audit of accounts at year end and  

 had signed his section of the Annual Return.  He had submitted his report that  

 noted all his comments from him and the External auditor had been addressed  

 to his satisfaction and had submitted his invoice. 

 

25.3 Copies of the partially completed Annual Return and associated documents  

 had been circulated to members prior to the meeting and the contents were  

 reviewed and AGREED. 

 

25.4  It was RESOLVED that the Annual Return for 2014-15 should be signed.   

 The Clerk was asked to add the minute numbers as appropriate and to forward  

 the Annual Return and associated documents to the External Auditor and   

 display the appropriate notices.                   ACTION: Clerk 

 

25.5  Mr David Weller had stated that he would be willing to be the Internal Auditor   

 for Beech Hill Parish Council for 2015-16.  It was RESOLVED that Mr   

 Weller should be appointed and the Clerk was asked to send a letter of   

 appointment. 

ACTION: Clerk 

 

26 FINANCE 

 

26.1 It was RESOLVED that the Data Protection Registration be renewed in the sum of 

£35.00 

 

26.2 It was RESOLVED that a donation of £250 will be made to Swallowfield First 

Responders in recognition of the usage within Beech Hill as reported.    

                                                    ACTION: Clerk 

 

26.3 The following accounts for payment for April and May 2015 were approved  

 
Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

J E Haines Salary & Mileage Feb & Mar 309.82£    100348

HMRC Tax due Jan - Mar 15 66.20£      100349

Information Commisioner Data Protection Registration 35.00£      100350

CCB Membership 2015-16 30.00£      100351

BALC Membership 2015-16 59.00£      100352

Berkshire County Training CIC Councillor training course 48.00£      100353

J E Haines Anti-virus software and postage 60.19£      100354

SSE Street light electricity 162.72£    100355

Mr D R Weller Internal Audit fee 2014-15 Audit 56.30£      100356

Broker Network Ltd Insurance PC and Trust 477.57£    100357

Total 1,304.80£    
 

26.4 A full bank reconciliation had been completed and given to members and the 

 Clerk gave the total balance in the current account and deposit account as 

 £12,396.45. 
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26.5 Councillors completed the new bank mandate for HSBC.  Members who were not 

current signatories were reminded that they should present identification to a branch of 

HSBC. 

ACTION: Clerk 

  

27 ANY OTHER ITEMS THAT THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE URGENT AS 

ITEMS OF INFORMATION 

 

27.1 Cllr Edwards reported on her recent communications with Gary Lugg of WBC 

regarding the covenant on the land at Clappers Farm and the DPD progress.  She had 

been told that WBC, as land owners, might apply to have the covenant removed and 

that there would be a 6 week public consultation after the WBC meeting to discuss the 

DPD on 17 September.  The Chairman stated that he would contact John Redwood, 

MP regarding the proposal that travellers would not be accommodated in preference to 

the settled community as per the election manifesto and he would report to the next 

meeting. 

ACTION: Chairman 

 

28 NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

 

28.1 To confirm the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting as 7.30 p.m. on 

Tuesday 21 July 2015 

 

There being no further business, Part I of the meeting closed at 10.09 pm. 

 

By virtue of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted (Staff contract) the press 

and public will be excluded for the following item.  Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings 

Act 1960 s2) 

 

PART II 

 

29 STAFFING  

 

29.1 Ms Helen Malyn was offered the position of  Clerk as from 01 June 2015, on the same 

salary as the outgoing Clerk.  The change of clerk details would be communicated to 

WBC. 

ACTION: Clerk  

 

There being no further business, Part II of the meeting closed at 10.11 p.m.  


