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5 Chesterment Way 

Lower Earley 

Reading 

Berkshire RG6 4HW 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 

website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL HELD                     

AT 7.30 p.m. ON TUESDAY 21st July  

IN THE THRIVE 

 

PRESENT: Cllrs Martin Plank (Chairman), Alison Edwards, Geoff  Mayes 

 Vice Chairman, Chris Bridges sent his apologies 

 

In attendance: Helen Malyn (Clerk), 0  members of the public.  WBC Cllr M Lock    

   Cllr  G Bridgman sent his apologies. 

             Inspector Chris Ward (TV Police)  Mr Bob Walton (Trunkwell House) 

 

Declarations of Interest: members were reminded that declarations of interest should be 

made where appropriate. 

 

1 Apologies for absence 

            1.1  Cllr Graham Bridgeman & Chris Bridges 

 

2 Declaration of interest and dispensations 

 2.1  No declarations of interest received from councillors on items on the  

             agenda. 

 2.2 No written requests received for dispensations for disclosure of pecuniary  

  interests.  

 2.3 No requests for dispensation needed to be granted. 

 

3 Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 

 3.1 Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting on 19th May approved and signed. 

 

4 Matters to report 

 4.1 A letter was received by the Chairman from The RT Hon John Redwood MP  

response to the Chairman’s letter concerning the Governments planning and 

traveller’s consultation. The RT Hon John Redwood MP enclosed a letter from  

  Baroness Williams of Trafford which stated “ It remains our intention to up-

date planning policy for travellers to ensure greater fairness and greater 

protection for the Green Belt and other sensitive areas. We will do so as soon 

as possible, taking account of current legal action following a recent High 

Court judgment” 

  

mailto:clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk
http://www.beechhillvillage.co.uk/
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5 District Councillors Reports 

 

 5.1       Report from Cllr Mollie Lock 

 

Home to School Transport 

All parents and carers were invited to express their views, concerns or 

questions regarding their child’s home to school transport. The closing date for 

all responses was 17th July and these are now being analysed and there may be 

some changes.   

POLICE 

At the last council meeting we had a presentation by the Police. I will forward 

an email showing the slides detailing statistics to anyone who would like to 

have a copy. 

PLANNING ISSUES 

The fact that an inspector over ruled WBC on the Firland site in Burghfield 

and gave permission for 90 houses to be built may have opened the flood gates 

for developers to put in applications for sites not in the present plan.  

MEMBER TRAINING  

New and returning members have been offered training sessions, some are 

mandatory and some specifically for new members. No member is to be 

allowed to sit on a planning or appeals unless they have had training. In 

addition I have briefings for Education, Children  

and Adult Services and Health and Wellbeing. 

CHILDREN’S SERVICES 

Following an OFSTED of the Children’s Service it was graded as 

“inadequate”. Much of the report findings were rated “good” but the length of 

time taken to process adoptions and referrals resulted in the overall grading to 

be deemed “inadequate”. I have a meeting with the new Head of Service on 

Friday. 

 

 5.2       Report from Cllr Graham Bridgman (West Berkshire, Mortimer Ward) 

  

Apologies for not being at the meeting – I am due to attend a WBC Planning 

Roadshow in Calcot with (amongst others) councillors/clerks from Padworth, 

Stratfield Mortimer, Ufton Nervet and Wokefield. 

 

Since my report to the Annual Parish Meeting on 9 June quite a lot has 

happened. 

 

The story so far, part 2  

 

The learning curve continues with training on the Code of Conduct and the 

Planning Code of Conduct (both very important, particularly as you can get 

prosecuted and fined if you get it wrong).  This has all emphasised how 

important it is to declare interests and absent oneself from decisions in certain 

circumstances, perhaps even more important at parish (and parish planning) 

level because of the potential for personal local involvement in matters under 

discussion. 

 

I’ve also had training sessions on Licensing (particularly useful and relevant to 

local issues, even if you aren’t on the committee), with a list of 39 activities 
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that are licensable, from acupuncture to zoos; on Corporate Parenting, with 

insights into the reasons that children are taken into care and how their 

academic performance is influenced (or not) by the experience; on Chairing 

Meetings, particularly with regard to the greater formality that one finds in 

council and council committee meetings (look around – which of your 

colleagues is the waffler, the turf warrior, the performer, the dominator, the 

interrupter or the silent type?!); and regarding Emergency Planning, with 

particular reference to AWE. 

 

I’ve clearly annoyed someone in a previous life because, on top of the other 

roles I’ve been given, I now find myself appointed to the newly established 

Governance and Ethics Committee – an amalgam of the Governance and Audit 

Committee and the Standards Committee.   

 

West Berkshire Council 

 

By the time of your meeting there will have been two meetings of the full 

council. 

 

The first, on 2 July, was brief, because the principal item of business, namely a 

proposed compulsory purchase order in connection with a new road junction in 

Newbury intended to lead to improvements to the London Road Industrial 

Estate, was pulled at the last minute due to issues over particular plans.  We 

also had a presentation from the Chief Constable (more about this below). 

 

Whilst on the subject of presentations, we have had one regarding the proposed 

Market Street Development in Newbury, and one from Mac Heath, the new 

Head of Children and Family Services, about progress in the light of the Ofsted 

report. 

 

On this latter point, the second full meeting is scheduled for Monday (20 July).  

This is a special meeting to review the Children's Services Improvement Plan 

in response to the Ofsted judgements, but we will also be dealing with the 

London Road CPO.  I will report further in due course as necessary. 

 

Local matters 

 

A main topic in my inbox so far as BHPC is concerned has been 

correspondence with councillors, particularly Martin Plank and Chris Bridges, 

and with WBC Planning and Licensing Departments regarding Trunkwell 

Mansion.  I have deliberately restricted my role to one of fact finding and, as I 

said in a recent email to Martin & Chris: “I’m simply wanting to establish the 

correct position vis a vis: (a) any planning permission for the structures on site; 

and (b) licensing for activities on particular parts of the site.  I haven’t formed 

any particular views about (i) whether or not planning permission should be 

granted in respect of any structure that doesn’t have it (if that is the case) 

should an application be made, or a current application go forward (I am aware 

that WBC were awaiting more information regarding two applications), or (ii) 

whether a license or licenses (with or without particular conditions) should be 

granted if there is any part of the site that requires such and doesn’t currently 

have it/them.” 
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More generally, the big local planning news is that the Firlands (Hollybush 

Lane, Burghfield) appeal has succeeded, with the appeal inspector granting 

outline planning permission for 90 dwellings (reduced from 129 in the original 

application). 

 

Moving onto superfast broadband, there is recent news.  Following a 

competitive procurement, six suppliers (including BT/Openreach in case you 

hear different) were invited to submit bids, but only two submitted compliant 

bids (and BT did not bid at all).  Of these, Gigaclear plc (founded in 2010, 

based in Abingdon and focussed on building and operating ultrafast, fibre to 

the premise broadband networks) was selected for West Berkshire and a 

contract has been signed to provide superfast broadband services to all of the 

11,748 West Berkshire premises identified by open market review in July 2014 

as not being scheduled to receive superfast broadband services, either from 

commercial broadband deployment, or from the phase 1 of the Superfast 

Berkshire project. 

 

The project is being supported by £3.734m of state aid subsidy (made up of 

£1.475m of Council funding, £392k of Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) 

funding and £1.862m BDUK grant), with Gigaclear investing £16.08m into the 

project.  The project will start in July 2015 and complete by the end of 2017. 

 

Nb a note from Cllr Roger Croft (Deputy Leader WBC and Executive Member 

for Finance, HR and IT): “This is a complex engineering process and design 

work has only just begun. We are not yet able to tell you when your residents 

will get the service other than by the end of 2017. Details of progress will be 

available on the www.superfastberkshire.org web site as normal and you, 

Parish Councils and Digital Champions will be kept informed.” 

 

Next, I found myself helping to dish out food and drink at the Burghfield bike 

ride on 14 June where I met a couple of our local PCSOs (Sue Nix and Aaron 

Ferries).  Following this I met with Inspector Chris Ward and Sergeant Mick 

Adams at the snappily entitled Mortimer Police Information Point for an 

introduction and general chat (and mentioned again the lack of a presence at 

the Annual Meeting).  What they said about local liaison and reductions in 

most aspects of reported crime were borne out in the Chief Constable’s annual 

review session with the full council mentioned above.  In essence the message 

is that reported crime is down but there has been an increase in reported rape.  

Particular emphasis was placed on Police involvement with the mentally ill 

and the continued challenges to the budget. 

 

It was good to see PCSOs Jordan Bruce and Michael Sturgess at the Mortimer 

Fun Day on 4 July and to see Ian Morrin (one of the Burghfield District 

Councillors) ‘performing’ in the arena as part of the Fire Service 

demonstration (he is an Emergency Responder).  A great day out, followed by 

a superb evening with the Queen II performance. 

 

Finally, on 22 June, I attended the WBC Annual Recognition Event, at which 

awards are presented to WBC employees and teams for their contributions to 

the work of the council and to the community.  It was extremely gratifying to 

see the final award of the event, that for Outstanding Contribution, go to Freda 
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Batten, the Mortimer St John’s School Crossing Patrol Warden.  To say that 

she was surprised and delighted to be recognised in this way is a huge 

understatement! 

 

6 Correspondence 

 

 6.1 Items of correspondence received prior to meeting of 21st July 2015 

 

• Planning Application 15/01156/HOUSE 

            Partial demolition of existing garage and construction of 2 storey side 

extension at  

            The Wheelwrights, Beech Hill Road has been “GRANTED” 

• Commonwealth Flag Day 2016 - Email received asking whether we would like 

to  participate in Commonwealth Flag Day next March by purchasing a flag for 

a flagpole. Registration would need to be by 11th December 2015. 

• Summer Burglary Campaign – email from Debbie Morton, Neighbourhood 

Co-ordinator, Thames Valley Police with tips of being safe this summer for 

suggested publication on website. 

• Additional Agicultural Surveys re Trunkwell Manor sent to Chairman. 

• Leaflets from “The Restorative Justice Service” 

• NALC E-bulletins forwarded by BALC 

• Renewal Insurance Documents 

• Certificate of membership of Community Council for Berkshire 

• Data Protection Renewal registration Documents. 

• Email from David Simpson concerning renewal of website “hosting” 

• Invoice from West Berkshire Council re contribution for election charges. 

• Email from Debbie Holden, Arthritis Care West Berkshire, asking if we could 

publish  fact that they are always looking for volunteers. 

• Email from Christine Lalley requesting information with regards to the 

Transparency Code. 

• Email from Olivia Bailey of Berkshire Scouts Group, enquiring about local 

funding for local scout groups. 

 

7 Planning Applications 

  

 No applications received or comments noted. 

 

8 Representatives from Outside Bodies 

  

 8.1    BNAG – no report received 

  

 8.2     The Allotments Trust 

 

The Trust had its annual inspection of the village green play equipment in April  

this year. The inspection highlighted areas where there was a requirement to 

carry out repairs to the equipment. A date for the repairs will be agreed at the 

next meeting of the Trust Committee. In the main, the see saw will have to be 

removed and either replaced with the same, at a cost in the region of £4k or 

replaced with different equipment (to be decided). Additional signage has also 

been suggested in order to comply with Health and Safety Regulations. 
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Alison Edwards of the BHPC has met with several fencing companies and has  

obtained some very reasonable quotes for the fencing around the playground 

equipment (4 sides with two gate entrances). The cost of the fencing will, in the           

main, be covered by the grant BHPC received. The Trust would like to extend 

its thanks to Mrs Edwards for her time in obtaining the quotes on its behalf. 

With regards to the Trust’s land at the rear of Park View, the committee will 

discuss the alternative uses for the land, some of which were suggested at the 

APM.  

  

 8.3    The Memorial Hall – no report received. 

  

 8.4    The Shop in the Church – nothing to report 

  

 8.5    Chris Ward – Pangbourne & Thatcham Neighbourhood Inspector 

  

 Crime and Disorder 

 The recording of crimes and other incidents has evolved in the last two years so 

that now TVP has one system for recording crimes, crime related incidents, 

intelligence and missing persons. 

 From April 2014 – March 2015 the following crimes were recorded for the 

parish of Beech Hill 

 Dwelling burglaries – 0  

 -dwelling burglaries – 5 (two at the same location on the same night) 

 Theft of vehicle – 1 (still outstanding at this time) 

 Theft - 7 

 Criminal Damage – 1 (to motor vehicle) 

  (minor)– 2 (one offender received a youth caution, the other has been reported 

for summons) 

 A person was convicted of domestic related harassment 

  

 Crime Prevention 

 In West Berkshire we have seen a marked decline in dwelling burglaries with an 

apparent shift to non-dwellings.  We urge residents to take steps to secure 

detached garages, sheds and out-houses to prevent the loss of garden machinery 

and other valuable items.  There has been a recent increase in thefts from motor 

vehicles in the area – valuable items have been left on display in vehicles.  

Please remove these items out of sight, if not into your homes to safeguard 

them. 

 

Speeding. 

The mobile camera site has been visited 11 times in the last twelve months (July 

2014 – June 2015) and detected 165 speeding offences.  Please note that this is 

managed by our Roads Policing Department and not the Neighbourhood 

Policing Team. 

 

The Neighbourhood Policing Team 

I have attached a poster showing the Pangbourne and Thatcham Neighbourhood 

Policing Team which has recently come up to full strength.  We are contactable 

via email as well as by phoning 101.  In an emergency, call 999 – you will get a 

police response but this may not include members of this team.  The team also 

hold Have Your Say Meetings.  These are short informal gatherings to listen to 
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the concerns of local people.  If you know of groups who meet in your 

community who perhaps have specific concerns and would be interested in 

hosting such a gathering, please let us know. 

Overall, TVP is trying to keep up to date with current trends in communication 

and so as well as the website, we can offer Neighbourhood Alerts via text and 

email and will also publish other messages via Twitter. 

Please continue to report suspicious activity when it happens – we may not be 

able to attend straightaway but the information you provide will be recorded and 

shared and may frequently help to build a bigger picture of activity in an area.  

In particular we are very keen to gain any information on rogue traders who 

often target older people.  If you think someone is being targeted in this way, 

call us. 

Finally I would like to extend an invitation to all of you to join us at our Force 

Open Day at the Force Training Centre in Sulhamstead on Saturday 8th August 

starting at 10am.  Entry is free. 

 

9 Village Website 

  

 9.1    No report received. 

 

10 Public session 

  

 No members of the public were present. 

 

11 Matters to report 

 11.1  No updates received on actions not appearing as agenda items. 

 11.2   Noise at Trunkwell – Clerk has written to WBC requesting full details of 

applications. 

 11.3   Play Area Fencing – Coouncillor Edwards has obtained various quotations for  

             the play area fencing and it was agreed that Cllr Edwards be given the authority 

of the council to make a decision and request the grant available of £3000. 

            11.4   Parking in the Triangle – Councillor Bridges was not present and therefore no 

report was forthcoming. The item to be carried forward to the next meeting. 

 11.5  Village Calendar – Cllr Edwards will try a “list format” for the website. 

 11.6  Village Map – No further forward, carried forward to the next meeting. 

 11.7   Emergency Generator – Despite receiving negative comments previously, it  

  would appear that the residents are considering this now as it would greatly 

benefit the village.  To be carried forward to the next meeting for an update from 

Cllr Bridges. 

  ACTION: the Chairman will contact Charlie Carter to release the funding 

that has been granted. 

            

12 Rubbish Heap in Field Adjacent to Public Footpath 

  

 Danaiel Warne, Senior Waste Officer, WBC visited the site of concern raised by Cllr  

 Bridges. He was happy with what was there , as the Management of Trunkwell House 

 had disposed of the items dumped, yet the identity of the parties dumping the items  

 remains unknown. 
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13 Beech Hill Music Festival 

  

 Mr Bob Walton spoke with passion about his proposal to hold the music festival as a  

 way to bring the community of Beech Hill together. In his opinion he has been a   

            member of this particular community for 25 years and it has never been his intention  

            to upset any of the residents.  

            The Festival was apparently not a money making event at all, but he hopes, a way 

            of bringing the community together.  He advised those present that he corresponds  

 with all residents in respect of any event, such as fireworks etc and is very aware of 

 the noise levels around the village.  He stated that he has purchased a noise limiter,  

(set to 87decibels) approved by the council, to monitor his events, of which to date 

have been 102 and only 1 recorded complaint of which he is aware. 

It was noted that all residents had been invited to the meeting to put any concerns to 

Mr Walton regarding the Festival, but no one  attended. 

The Council advised Mr Walton that provided he restricted the event to the areas of 

his premises which had the necessary alcohol/entertainment licence and planning 

consent the BHPC were powerless to stop him holding the event. It was though 

requested that should he decide to proceed with it he would be mindful of the noise 

issues which have previously arisen and been the subject of a number of complaints. 

In this regard it was suggested to Mr Walton that he correspond with Mr Peter 

Simpson, so that an article can be placed on the website to offer residents the 

opportunity to make any requests for the Festival. 

 

14  Authorise Cheques for payment 

The following cheques were authorised for payment. 

 
Accounts for payment for meeting of 21.07.15

Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

Berkshire County Training New Councillor Training - G Mayes 48.00£      100358

J E Haines Salary & Mileage Jun & Jul 102.06£    100360

J E Haines Expenses due Jun & Jul 13.67£      100360

David Simpson Website Hosting 96.00£      100362

West Berkshire Council Election Contribution 100.00£    100359

H Malyn Salary & Mileage Jun & Jul 384.66£    100361

Hmalyn Expenses due Jun & Jul 7.30£        100361

Total 751.69£    

 
15  Purchase new Laptop for Clerk 

It was agreed that the Clerk be allowed to use the maximum £500 financial authority 

to purchase a new laptop. The existing laptop is extremely slow and struggles to cope 

with the work required of it; constantly “crashing” & “rebooting”.  

 

16.  Any other items that the Chairman decides are urgent as items of       

information.    

None  
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 To comply with recent government legislation the Village Website has been modified  

to allow access by the Clerk 

 

17.      Amendments to standing orders 

 To assist members investigating and reaching decisions in respect of both planning 

and licencing applications arising within the Parish in good time to be able to  respond 

by the required consultation deadlines it was agreed that the standing orders be 

amended forthwith to permit members to meet outside of formal Council meetings 

and deal with any appropriate and relevant matter appertaining to the applications. The 

meetings to be minuted with the normal rules concerning declarations of interests 

being abided to. 

 

 

 

17    Next Parish Council Meeting 

 

 17.1 To confirm the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting as Tuesday 8th 

September 2015 @ The Memorial Hall at 7.30pm 

  


