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5 Chesterment Way 

Lower Earley, Reading, Berkshire RG6 4HW 

Telephone 07976 260350 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 

website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD AT 7.30 p.m. ON TUESDAY 21st JUNE 2016 

IN BEECH HILL MEMORIAL HALL 

 

PRESENT: Cllrs Martin Plank (Chairman), Chris Bridges (Vice-Chairman), Alison 

Edwards and Geoff Mayes 

 

In attendance: Helen Malyn (Clerk), 12 members of the public.  WBC Cllr M Lock and 

Cllr G Bridgman having sent their apologies. 

 

Declarations of Interest: members were reminded that declarations of interest should be 

made where appropriate. 

 

1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR 2016-17 

 

1.1        Nominations were invited for Chairman for 2016-17.  One nomination, for Cllr 

             Martin Plank was received 

 

1.2 Cllr Plank was duly elected. 

 

1.3 Cllr Plank signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chairman 

 

2 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 

 

2.1 One nomination, for Cllr Chris Bridges, was received 

 

2.2 Cllr Bridges was duly elected 

 

2.3 Cllr Bridges signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Vice-Chairman 

 

3 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

3.1       None 

  

4 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR 

 

4.1       No nominations were received from those present. The Parish Council therefore still 

has 1 vacancy. 

 

5 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 

 

5.1       No declarations of interest for items on the agenda had been received 

  

5.2       No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests had been          

 received 

mailto:clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk
http://www.beechhillvillage.co.uk/
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5.3       No requests for dispensation were received. 

 

6      MINUTES OF THE LAST PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

 

6.1      The Parish Council RESOLVED to sign the minutes of the meeting of  8th March 

2016 & 10th May 2016as a true record.  The Chairman signed all pages of the loose 

leaf minutes. 

   

7 REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

 

7.1 The following reports were received from Village bodies 

 

7.1.1 Cllr Bridges reported on the Burghfield Neighbourhood Action 

Group.   

Cllr Bridges reported that  

 

7.1.2 There was no report on the Allotment Trust  

 

7.1.3 There was no report on the Memorial Hall 

 

7.1.4 The Clerk read the report for the Shop in the Church as detailed below: 

 

Since writing the annual report the shop managers attended the ceremony at the House of 

Lords for the countryside alliance awards. Sadly they did not win but were in the top 13 out 

of 4500 which was a great achievement for us. It was followed by a reception at the church 

where many of the village and customers came along to join us in a drink to the shop.  

The nomination itself gave us an enormous amount of publicity with two BBC south today 

airings, two radio Berkshire interviews and an enormous full page spread in the Saturday 

telegraph magazine as well as a write up in Get Reading. We are already seeing the benefit of 

this from new customers, one ex beech hill villager who attended school here and the church 

drove up from Bournemouth to see us! 

 

The shop has had to put in place some new measures to satisfy a recent environmental health 

inspection, this includes sealing the storage barn floor, protecting the brickwork in the vestry 

as well as purchasing a portable warm water sink to be used in the toilet. 

 

We have welcomed some new volunteers as well as lost a couple but continue to just about 

cope! 

 

 

 

 

7.1.5 There was no report on the Website 

 

7.2 It was RESOLVED that members would be appointed to outside bodies as follows: 

 BNAG: Cllr Bridges 

 

 

  

8       MATTERS TO REPORT 

  



 

 

 

Minutes 21st June  2016                                   Beech Hill Parish Council                                        Page 3 of 9 

8.1 Noticeboards -The Clerk reported that she had received a quotation in excess of 

£2000 for the replacement of the noticeboards.  Fleur is to email the clerk with the 

company that provided the noticeboard for the Memorial Hall. 

 

8.2 Precept 

The first half of the Precept plus the reduced Council Tax Support Grant had been 

received. 

 

8.3 Internal Audit 

The Internal Audit had been undertaken by Mr David Weller and a favourable report 

received.  This had been circulated to councillors. 

 

8.4 External Audit 

The paperwork for the External audit had been circulated to members in advance of 

the meeting in order that the Governance Statement and other pages could be 

completed at the meeting.  

 

8.5       DPD Update 

            Cllr Edwards explained that there is a meeting on 7th July @ Pincents Manor at 2pm  

             residents are invited to attend as observers, but will not be allowed to speak, unless  

             they requested to do so, when they made their initial submission during the  

             consultation period. The PC will be attending to make their representations and  

             Cllr Edwards will also be speaking in her personal capacity. 

             The main concerns are that the area of search has been expanded since the  

             consultation, increasing it to 9 pitches and in addition the area is unboundried.  

 

 

9 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

 

9.1 Report read by the Clerk from WBC Cllr Mollie Lock in her absence: 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT to BHPC 

  

First my apology for coming late or missing the meeting, I will be at a library meeting 

endeavouring to keep the Mortimer Library. 

 

  

COUNCIL 

For the year 2016/2017 I continue to be the opposition speaker on the Shadow Executive for 

Education and Children and Adult Social Services. I am a member of the West of Berkshire 

Health and Wellbeing Board and Brilliant Berkshire. I also sit on Appeals, Schools Liaison, 

Joint Consultative Panel (JCP) Corporate Parenting and Personnel panels – a heavy list. 

Although trained I have given up Licensing and only sub on Planning if needed. 

 

HOME to SCHOOL TRANSPORT  

 

The Discretionary Free Transport policy has been slightly revised to include “exceptional 

circumstances”. .  

 

 

HEALTH and WELLBEING BOARD 
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This is comprised of multi-professionals and members who deal with the health and 

wellbeing across the whole of West Berkshire. It looks at the contributing problems to the 

health and wellbeing of both children and adults such as housing, substance misuse, mental 

health, education, domestic abuse to name a few and seeks to improve  early identification   

to prevent and treat all health problems. Care is across the whole age range from pre natal to 

the frail and elderly. 

On Tuesday 7th June we had a multiagency work shop and discussed communication between 

agencies and what we felt were our highest priorities. 

 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

Our aim continues to reduce the use of agency staff, encourage both adult and children social 

workers to come and remain in WBC. We have a training scheme to help staff to build on 

their skills and so have a pathway to reach higher grades. There is a national shortage of 

social workers across the country, London Weighting and the cost of affordable housing 

remains a constant problem. 

 

SCHOOLS 

You may have heard that Brookfield, one of WBC’s special schools, has been recognised 

nationally as the best special school in the country in enabling their pupils at the end of their 

statutory school leaving age to get into positive employment. All our local schools have been 

graded by Ofsted to be GOOD with outstanding features. Also working with Brilliant 

Berkshire both staff and pupils have been trained in restorative practise      

 

LIBRARY 

I attended a meeting in Shaw House with Mike Brook, other officers and parishes on 2nd 

June.  Other parishes have gone further along the line than Mortimer to engage with their 

residents by using questionnaires to seek their ideas to keep and extend the use of their 

library. Red Quadrant, the appointed company chosen by WBC to assess every Library in 

WBC are due to come to Mortimer on 20th July. 

 

ELECTORAL REVIEW 

WBC requested this review by the Local Government Boundary Commission for England.  

An electoral review examines and proposes new electoral arrangements for the size of the 

authority: to assess the number of councillors to be elected, the number and boundaries of 

wards and the number of councillors to be elected from each ward to ensure that a council 

have the right number of councillors to take decisions and manage the business of the 

council.  

Ward boundaries could be redrawn but not parish or parliamentary boundaries The number of 

electors is based on only those who are registered to vote.      

 

TROWES LANE 

This is due to be closed 21st June for road works to solve the flooding problems.  
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Report read by the Clerk from Cllr Graham Bridgman in his absence 

 Introduction 

 

Apologies in advance for my absence due to a diary clash. 

 

Bill Goudge 
 

Councillors may have known Bill Goudge, Clerk to various parish councils over time and most 

recently the clerk to Padworth Parish Council until his very recent retirement due to ill health.  

Very sadly, Bill died on 21 May and I attended his funeral last week.  His valuable contributions 

to local government will be hugely missed. 

 

 

 

West Berkshire Council 

 

On 19 May WBC held its annual meeting when the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Council 

were elected (Cllr Quentin Webb and Cllr Jeanette Clifford respectively), the Leader of Council 

(Cllr Roger Croft) was re-appointed, the Executive was announced and the various committee 

chairmen and vice-chairmen were elected by their committees in what are the shortest 

committee meetings ever (stand up, elect a chairman, take apologies for absence, elect a vice-

chairman, sit down!). 

 

I have now come off the Schools, etc, Liaison Panel, but have joined the Licensing Committee 

as its Chairman.  My other appointments remain, so I am now on the Licensing Committee 

(Chairman), Eastern Area Planning Committee, Governance & Ethics Committee and the 

Appeals Panel, along with the AWE Local Liaison Committee, the Padworth Common 

Advisory Panel and the Wokefield Common Advisory panel (substitute). 

 

On 31 May there was a special meeting of WBC to review the budget decision regarding short 

breaks for disabled children in the face of a Judicial Review – the budget decision was 

confirmed. 

 

As part of the Governance & Ethics Committee I am on a task group looking at the Code of 

Conduct, Gifts and Hospitality Protocol, etc.  This is a long slow process but we hope that a 

streamlined Code will emerge to the benefit of WBC and Parish Councils that might choose to 

adopt it (amended to suit). 

 

In a previous report I mentioned the boundary commission review of WBC and an initial 

briefing for members will take place later today (16 June) – thus before your meeting, but after 

this report was written. 

 

 

Parish Council 

 

As councillors will be aware from our subsequent email, and following the suspension of your 

last meeting and the views expressed, Cllr Lock and I met with Nick Carter (WBC Chief 

Executive), John Ashworth (WBC Corporate Director, Environment) and Gary Lugg (WBC 

Head of Planning and Countryside ) in confidence on 18 May. 

 

No doubt you will be discussing the various communications back and forth since then 

Local Issues 
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Trunkwell 

 

I reported to parish councillors by email recently regarding the enforcement notices issued by 

WBC in respect of Trunkwell Mansion House Hotel and I have noted the email exchange 

between the Clerk and Gary Rayner at WBC, particularly regarding the timescale of the notices. 

 

Assuming that you get beyond the formal stages of your meeting, this will no doubt be the 

subject of discussion.  One issue to mention is that, now that I am Chairman of the Licensing 

Committee, I will have to be as circumspect now and in the future about discussions relating 

to licensing as I have been to date regarding planning. 

 

Monkey Puzzle Field Planning Application (15/02784/OUTMAJ) 

 

I mention this Mortimer planning application because of the stance taken by WBC in refusing 

planning permission given that this was an application for a site outside the settlement 

boundary. 

 

To selectively quote from the decision: “Due to its scale and location, the proposed 

development would result in a harmful and intrusive form of development in the open 

countryside. The existing settlement boundary is well-defined by a barrier of mature planting 

that naturally screens views of this part of the settlement from the wider countryside. The 

proposed development represents an expansion of the settlement east of its well-defined 

boundary into the rural landscape. The proposed housing development and associated works 

would have an adverse impact on key valued characteristics of the open countryside and would 

have a substantial urbanising effect on the area. The development would have an unacceptable 

impact on the amenity of the users the public right of way that crosses the site and on users of 

The Street to the north.” 
  
10 Trunkwell Manor 

 

10.1 The Chairman updated the meeting on actions taken by BHPC and WBC since the last 

meeting.  An enforcement notice has been issued against Trunkwell Manor in respect 

of the marquees that have been erected without planning consent and also for the 

removal of the hardcore; which forms a parking area. The owners have until 30th June 

2016 to appeal against both notices, and then a further 7 months to comply. 

            The Chairman had emailed Nick Carter, CEO of WBC asking him to confirm the 

legality of allowing the business to continue trading for such a lengthy additional 

period of time; but as yet has not received a reply. 

 Questions were asked by some of those present as to why the PC were pursuing this 

and why we could not just engage in a dialogue with the new owners. 

 The Chairman explained that the PC are tied by legislation that prevents them from 

just “having a chat” with the owners. The owner was invited to join the meeting by 

The Clerk, but has opted not to attend, by his absence.  The noise abatement notices 

that have been issued have come about as a result of complaints from residents to the 

authorities concerned, not from the PC.  

 The Chairman reiterated that it was never the intention of the PC to close down the  

 Business; they had in fact approved the building of the hotel, and still do.  However,  

 leaving the marquees un-contested, could lead to further marquees being established. 

             

11. Parking at the Triangle: Cllr Bridges has had a further meeting with James Hare of 

the Stratfield Saye Estate, and the matter is still unresolved.  The Pub has been sold back 

to a pub chain, so it is no longer a free house. A solution put forward by WBC will cost 
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approximately £25k, but whilst both Stratfield Saye & the PC are willing to contribute, 

this is too costly, and as yet no further plans have been put forward. 

Sam believes there was a further plan, so has agreed to try to find this and forward it to 

Cllr Bridges. 

 

 

12.  Village Calendar & Map 

12.1  The Village Fete committee have decided that they will produce a calendar and Cllr  

          Edwards will endeavour to research the map with the assistance of the Chairman. 

  

13 Priory Farm 

13.1 The Chairman updated those present to advised that there were concerns about 

             asbestos, especially being so close to the river; but this has been removed.  

 

14 Litter Picking 

14.1 Village litter picking was organised by Hannah Callier and Cllr Edwards said that  

             this was a very enjoyable day.  They also discussed the setting up of a Beech Hill  

             Village Facebook page, which Hannah has agreed to set up. 

 

15 PUBLIC SESSION 

 

15.1 Question was raised about painting of the entrance gates to village, park benches & 

railings by the pond. Hannah confirmed that she has the paint, but hasn’t had the time.  

It was agreed that a local painter and decorator be contacted for this.  The Clerk gave 

her contact number so that he can make contact.   

 

16 DATES OF MEETINGS FOR THE YEAR 2015-16 
 

16.1 The following dates were set for meetings of the Parish Council for the forthcoming 

year:  13th September, 8th November, 2016. 10th January 2017, 14th March, 11th April 

(APM), 9th May (Annual Meeting of Parish Council) 

            All meetings will be held in the Memorial Hall and commence at 7.30 pm unless 

otherwise notified. 

 

17 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

 Enforcement notices for Trunkwell Manor 

 Weekly Planning applications / decisions lists 

 Rural conference invitation 6th / 7th September @ University of Gloucester 

 Armed Forces Day – Fly the Flag 0n Monday 20th June 

 Insurance Renewal Documents 

 Berkshire Youth Letter 

 Swallowfield Community Responders Update 

 Berkshire Fire & Rescue Consultation 

 Home to School Transport Consultation advice 

 Salt Bins – advice of removal of 1 x WBC owned bin 

 Speed Stickers for Wheelie bins 

18        Planning Applications 

 

18.1 No applications were received for consideration. 
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19 Model Standing Orders 

 

19.1 The Clerk reported that, the Standing Orders had been reviewed during the year and 

there was no need for any amendment. 

 

20 Committees for 2016 - 2017 

 

20.1 It was RESOLVED that the following members be appointed to the Staffing  

 Committee: Cllr Martin Plank, Cllr Edwards and Cllr Mayes. 

 

20.2 It was RESOLVED that the following members be appointed to the Appeals  

 Committee: Cllr Chris Bridges and District Councillors Mollie Lock and Graham 

Bridgman. 

 

20.3 It was RESOLVED that the following members be appointed to the   

 Complaints Committee: Cllr Chris Bridges, Cllr Edwards and Cllr Mayes 

 

21 Review of Council Assets 

 

21.1 It having been inspected by the Internal Auditor and accepted as up to date and 

appropriate, it was RESOLVED to accept the Asset Register as given. 

 

22 Review of Insurance cover 

 

22.1 It was RESOLVED to remain with the current insurer, Aviva through Came and 

Company for the next year. 

 

23 Membership of outside Bodies  

 

23.1 It was RESOLVED that Beech Hill Parish Council would be in membership of the 

following outside bodies for 2016-2017 

 

 Community Council of Berkshire 

 Berkshire Association of Local Councils 

 CPRE 

 

23.2 It was RESOLVED that membership of SLCC would be continued for the Clerk. 

 

24 POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

 

24.1 The Financial Regulation had been reviewed at the time of the audit and a 

recommended change was made during the year.  All other policies were 

regarded suitable for this council.  

 

 

 

 

25  Year End Accounts 2015-16 and Audit 

  

25.1 The Year End Accounts for 2015-2016 had been circulated to members and it  

 was RESOLVED that these should be accepted. 
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25.2 The Internal Auditor had undertaken a further audit of accounts at year end and  

 had signed his section of the Annual Return.  He had submitted his report that  

 noted all his comments from him and the External auditor had been addressed  

 to his satisfaction and had submitted his invoice. 

 

25.3 Copies of the partially completed Annual Return and associated documents  

 had been circulated to members prior to the meeting and the contents were  

 reviewed and AGREED. 

 

25.4  It was RESOLVED that the Annual Return for 2015-16 should be signed.   

 The Clerk was asked to add the minute numbers as appropriate and to forward  

 the Annual Return and associated documents to the External Auditor and   

 display the appropriate notices.                    

 

25.5  Mr David Weller had stated that he would be willing to be the Internal Auditor   

 for Beech Hill Parish Council for 2016-17.  It was RESOLVED that Mr   

 Weller should be appointed. His invoice was submitted and approved. 

 

 

26 FINANCE 

 

26.1 It was RESOLVED that the Data Protection Registration be renewed in the sum of 

£35.00 

 

26.2 It was RESOLVED to authorise any future training given by Janet Haines FLCM, to 

be at a payment level of SCP 25 @ £11.545 per hour. 

 

26.4 A full bank reconciliation had been completed and given to members at the May  

            Meeting.  The Clerk gave the total balance in the current account and deposit account  

            as £12,175.69 

 

26.5 The Clerk is in discussion with HSBC regarding the mandate. 

  

27 ANY OTHER ITEMS THAT THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE URGENT AS 

ITEMS OF INFORMATION 

 

27.1 No items were forthcoming. 

 

28 NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

 

28.1 To confirm the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting as 7.30 p.m. on 

Tuesday 13th September 2016 

 


