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5 Chesterment Way 

Lower Earley 

Reading 

Berkshire RG6 4HW 

e-mail clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk 

website: www.beechhillvillage.co.uk 

 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BEECH HILL PARISH COUNCIL HELD 

AT 7.30 p.m. ON TUESDAY 17th November 2015  

at The Beech Hill Memorial Hall 

 

PRESENT: Cllrs Martin Plank (Chairman), Chris Bridges (Vice Chairman) Alison Edwards, 

Geoff  Mayes 

 

In attendance: Helen Malyn (Clerk), 10  members of the public.  WBC Cllr G Bridgman &   

   Cllr  M Lock 

            

 

Declarations of Interest: members were reminded that declarations of interest should be made 

where appropriate. 

 

1 Apologies for absence 

            1.1 Stephen Hind – TVP 

 

2 Declaration of interest and dispensations 

 2.1  No declarations of interest received from councillors on items on the  

             agenda. 

 2.2 No written requests received for dispensations for disclosure of pecuniary  

  interests.  

 2.3 No requests for dispensation needed to be granted. 

 

3 Minutes of the last Parish Council Meeting 
 3.1 Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting on 8th September 2015 approved and  

                        signed. 

 

4 Matters to report 

 4.1 The Fencing in the play area has now been installed. Thanks was given to Cllr Alison  

                         Edwards for all her work in arranging for this to be completed. 

  

5 District Councillors Reports 

 

5.1       Report from Graham Bridgman   

 
As anticipated in my last report, on 17 September West Berkshire Council met and conferred the title of 
Honorary Alderman on five former councillors: Brian Bedwell, Jeff Brooks, Royce Longton, Joe Mooney 
and Andrew Rowles “in recognition of the eminent service rendered on behalf of the Council and 
residents of West Berkshire over a period of time”.  I was very pleased to have the opportunity to speak 
on the motion in favour of honouring Brian Bedwell, having known Brian & Mary since the late 1980’s 

mailto:clerk@beechhillvillage.co.uk
http://www.beechhillvillage.co.uk/
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when we lived in Calcot. 
 
The only substantive item on the agenda for that meeting was a motion to approach the Local Government 
Boundary Commission in order to have a planned electoral review prior to the next District Council 
elections in May 2019.  This was agreed and a cross-party working group is to do the initial legwork, 
including looking at parish boundaries (perhaps more relevant in relation to the large housing 
developments proposed around Newbury than in this neck of the woods, but let’s see what they propose 
in due course). 
 
As Cllr Bridges, who was present, will tell you, on 5 November there was a special meeting of the Council 
at St Bartholomew’s School, Newbury to consider (to give it its full title) the Proposed Submission 
Housing Site Allocations Development Plan Document, otherwise the DPD (should you be of such a 
mindset, the webcast of the meeting is at http://info.westberks.gov.uk/wberkslive!) - attended by a 
sizeable number of the public, principally two set of protestors concerned with a proposed site in 
Thatcham and proposed sites in Calcot/Tilehurst.  I deal with the DPD more fully below. 
 
After this we had a second special meeting to elect a new Leader of the Council because, on 19 October, 
the decision by Cllr Gordon Lundie, the Leader of the Conservative Group on WBC, and thus the Leader 
of the Council, to step down was announced.  At a meeting of the Conservative Group on Monday 2 
November, Cllr Roger Croft (formerly the Deputy Leader) was elected as leader of the Group and at the 
second special meeting of the Council on Thursday he was elected as Leader of the Council.  Cllr Graham 
Jones is the new Deputy Leader. 
 
 

The DPD, the NDP and Clappers Farm 
 
As I said to the meeting of WBC on 5 November, I am fortunate in representing (together with Cllr Lock) 
a ward which, even though it contains a settlement boundary as a Rural Service Centre, is not mentioned 
in the DPD so far as housing allocation is concerned save by reference to the Mortimer Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (nb that the ward also includes the Aldermaston Wharf settlement boundary, but this 
is not referred to in the DPD).  So, unlike all other specified settlement boundaries within West Berkshire, 
where the DPD will allocate sites for new development, in Mortimer site allocation will be made through 
the NDP (assuming that it is adopted following consultation, scrutiny and the local referendum next year). 
 
My principal point was to highlight the danger of not adopting the DPD and giving developers a free-for-
all.  The example I chose was Mortimer and I contrasted the position assuming the DPD and NDP were 
adopted - of one site and 110 houses - with the position as it stood after the call for sites and initial 
scrutiny of four sites and a potential 392 houses. 
 
Whilst the NDP, and particularly the infrastructure aspects of any new housing, will have an effect in 
Beech Hill, perhaps of more immediate interest to residents will be the changes to the Gypsies, Travellers 
& Travelling Showpeople part of the DPD, since these affect the previous proposals for Clappers Farm.  
 
As I said to the meeting on 5 November: “I want to welcome the change in the Gypsies, Travellers and 
Travelling Showpeople part of the plan to moving from the “Clappers Farm site” to the “Clappers Farm 
area of search” as described in the papers.  Officers will be aware of the views expressed locally, and 
regarding the legal position as it relates to parts of the land, so I look forward to a continued dialogue as 
we move towards 2021 and that particular delivery timescale”. 
 
I abstained in the vote upon this aspect of the DPD. 
 
As Cllr Plank has commented by email, WBC’s proposal to change the status of Clappers Farm from a site, 
to an area of search, seems a move in the right direction.  I await with interest further deliberations 
regarding the status of the covenant affecting the land and its proposed use for these purposes. 
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New Planning Policies 
 
Two new policies passed at the meeting as part of the DPD will affect planning applications in Beech Hill 
generally. 
 
The first relates to Housing in the Countryside, and the second to Parking Standards.  As part of the DPD, 
both of these are available on the WBC website. 
 
The new Housing in the Countryside Policy will replace Policy HSG1.  It deserves to be fully read, but to 
quote from it: 
 

“There is a presumption in favour of development and redevelopment within the settlement 
boundaries of (list of specified settlements including Mortimer).  

There will be a presumption against new residential development outside of the settlement 
boundaries. Exceptions to this are limited to rural exception housing schemes, conversion of 
redundant buildings, housing to accommodate rural workers and extension to or replacement of 
existing residential units. All proposals will need to satisfy the other policies in this section of the 
Plan. In settlements in the countryside with no defined settlement boundary, limited infill 
development may be considered where:-  

i. It is within a closely knit cluster of 10 or more existing dwellings adjacent to, or fronting 
an existing highway; and  

ii. The scale of development consists of infilling a small undeveloped plot commensurate 
with the scale and character of existing dwellings within an otherwise built up 
frontage; and  

iii. It does not extend the existing frontage; and  

iv. The plot size and spacing between dwellings is similar to adjacent properties and 
respects the rural character and street scene of the locality.  

Planning permission will not be granted where a proposal harms or undermines the existing 
relationship of the settlement within the open countryside, where it contributes to the character 
and distinctiveness of a rural area, including the natural beauty of the AONB or where 
development would have an adverse cumulative impact on the environment or highway safety.” 

 
In essence the new Residential Parking Policy for New Development delivers a table setting out the 
minimum parking places required for new developments (importantly, excluding garages).   Beech Hill is 
in Zone 3 for the purpose of the policy and this part of the table reads as follows (subject to rounding up): 
 

Flats (+1 additional space per 5 flats):  

1 bedroom: 1.5 spaces;   2 bedrooms: 1.75 spaces;   3 bedrooms: 2 spaces  

Houses  

1 bedroom: 1.5 spaces;   2 bedrooms: 2 spaces;   3 bedrooms: 2.5 spaces; 4 bedrooms: 3 spaces 
 
 

Local matters 
 
In my last report I said that “correspondence with Councillors Plank and Bridges and with WBC Planning 
and Licensing Departments regarding Trunkwell Mansion has continued.  No doubt the issue will be 
raised at the meeting so I will leave it to Martin and Chris to update everyone”.  Regrettably I could say 
precisely the same thing now. 
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However, there has been some movement - the planning application for “retention of existing building 
and walkway” was refused on 9 October.  This has led to proper questions by BHPC about removal of the 
structures and enforcement of the decision with, thus far, no action.  That is now with Nick Carter, the 
Chief Executive of WBC, for a response as to the actions or otherwise of the various WBC departments.  I 
await his response with interest! 
 
In the meantime I have been in correspondence about particular aspects of the premises licence and am 
awaiting (a) a response from the WBC Legal Department (which appears to be going to be delivered via 
the Nick Carter response to BHPC), and (b) a response for the Home Office on the subject of guidance they 
have issued that appears to contradict the statutory position.   
 
Outside the Ward, I attended the Aldermaston and Wasing Great War Centenary Plaque dedication at St 
Mary’s Church on 25 September – a very interesting and poignant event that took place exactly 100 years 
after the commencement of the Battle of Loos, during which the 8th Battalion, Royal Berkshire Regiment, 
suffered massive losses, including many of those commemorated. 
 
On Sunday 27 September I had my annual rude awakening at the crack of dawn to help set up the 
Mortimer 10k and then run the late entries stall.  Yet another excellent turn out for the run, the 8k walk 
and the 3.5k junior race, and some astonishingly fit looking competitors! 
 

 
School Transport Provision 

 
From September 2016, secondary pupils whose parents choose for them to travel to a school that is not 
the nearest school to their home address can still access school bus routes but their parents will be 
required to pay a subsidised fee (families currently benefitting from free transport for children travelling 
to their secondary catchment school will continue to do so until those children finish their statutory 
secondary school education, as will those on low incomes).  Whilst the current economic climate dictates 
the need to make savings where possible, fares will still be heavily subsidised – the total cost will be £250 
per annum, giving (based on a 190 day school year) a daily return journey cost of £1.32 – with WBC 
contributing £3.01 per day to each pupil's journey. 
 
 

The District/Parish Conference and the 2016/17 budget 
 
The District/Parish Conference on 13 October, attended by Cllrs Plank and Bridges, was, according to 
those I spoke to who had attended previous versions, an improvement on what had gone before.  We had 
presentations on the DPD and superfast broadband, and perhaps most importantly on the forthcoming 
budget. 
 
Based on current predictions about the Government’s spending review and certain unavoidable increases 
in spending (national insurance increase, increases in pay and pension contributions, etc) , WBC is 
working towards a savings target of £20m+ over the four-year cycle, with £10m+ in the first year. 
 
Approximately half of the proposed 2016/17 savings – 47 budget proposals - are now out to public 
consultation (until Monday 14 December).  Full details are available via a link on the WBC website’s main 
page and I would encourage all residents to look at the proposals and comment as appropriate.  There 
will clearly be a range of public comments about what areas of spending to protect, but a £10m+ reduction 
in spending (subject to the spending review outcome – it may be better but it could easily be worse) is 
clearly going to be a challenge. 
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5.2       Report from Cllr Mollie Lock 
  

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING (5/11/2015) 

 

The DPD was passed.  Some members, representing their residents’ opposition, voted against those 

individual sites. The problem was that the sites were voted on in area blocks and although most 

members understood that if they opposed or abstained against a site they could not support the whole 

DPD but one or two voted in favour of the DPD which then negated their opposition to a site. The 

DPD now has to go through a consultations until it finally goes to the Government who will ratify  or 

throw it out.  

 

Broadband 

 

Gigar have just started digging to install their new ultrafast fibre connections to areas in the west of 

Berkshire where they plan to connect 12,000 homes and businesses. Some of the more remote farms 

and houses may  incur extra costs due to the distance to connect to the main cables.  

 

HEALTH and WELLBEING PARNERSHIP CONFERENCE. 

 

Police 

 

Local Police Area Commander Jim Weens told us that there are13 local police areas and they link 

borders with three neighbouring authorities covering 250 plus square miles. The force copes with 

rural and urban areas with a population of 155,000. There has been a reduction in crime of 3.3% (340  

victims) to burglaries to houses, non- dwellings and vehicles but violent crime is up 4.2% and rape 

has seen an increase of 40%. Many 999 calls (78%) are not crime related. They aim to reduce 

burglaries and improve the investigations and convictions for domestic abuse and rape. 

 

Education, Enterprise and skills 

 

The aim is close the gap in attainment in schools and to improve the outcome for Looked After 

Children. Young leavers now have to remain in school education, enter into an apprenticeship or the 

workplace. Newbury and reading colleges provide vocational courses to develop skills to equip 

young people for the work place.   

 

Housing 

 

The Sovereign CE, Ann Sanctury, told us there is a growing shortage of homes to rent with over 

2000 on the waiting list in Newbury. Over the last six years only 611 new social homes were built in 

WBC and this includes those for rent and save. The housing association plans to withdraw from 

distant areas such as Dorset and concentrate mainly in WBC, as was when it bought Newbury’s 

stock of social housing in 1989.    

   

PADWORTH LIAISON MEETING (4th November) 

 

It was agreed that the site was now working well and the system to register and deal with any 

complaints is working well so we considered future regular meetings were not necessary but if a 

situation arose a meeting would be convened. Veolia will send regular news letters to inform us and 

parish clerks about recycling information and the result of inspections.  
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CUTS 

 

Mortimer and Burghfield Libraries are to be merged with Mortimer and being the base building, 

please use the library to help ensure that this decision remains. It is proposed to cut the 75 bus 

service to Newbury, this often has 25 plus passengers each day. I urge people to respond to the 

consultation which is to run until 14th December. Having fought to keep this in bus service the past I 

will contest this decision at all levels. 

 

SSE and AWE  

 

 

Further to reports: 

 

Following the reports, the Chairman gave an update with regards to Trunkwell Manor. He confirmed 

that planning permission has been refused with regards to 2 additional marquees. The Council had 

finally received a response from Nick Carter in which he apologises for the length of time it has 

taken to deal with aspects of the planning process. He confirmed that enforcement notices could be 

served on Trunkwell Manor, however, should the applicant appeal, then this would cease until the 

appeal is completed.  Should an enforcement notice be issued, then the applicant has 28 days to 

appeal. As there were aspects of his letter which was not entirely satisfactory the Chairman had sent 

him a reply. 

The Chairman and Councillors encouraged all residents to write to WBC independently with regards 

to any infringements, any issues with noise etc, as the more the Council receive, the better. 

The PC is aware that 2 additional marquees have been erected and have made WBC fully aware. 

  

6 Correspondence / Clerks Report 

 

 6.1 Items of correspondence received prior to meeting of 17th November 2015 

 

 Copy will of Geoffrey Udall 

 Letter relating to copy will request of Eleanor Udall 

 Advice of precept for 2015/2016 for amount of £3256.00 

 Enforcement Enquiry advice 15/00341/05NOAC – dumping of commercial waste on 

Trunkwell Farm – advice of low priority. 

 Planning Decision – 15/01219/FUL – Decision is to refuse the planning application. 

 Planning Application – Mr & Mrs Carsley – Trunkwell House 

 Winter Service Plan – Salt Bin survey 

 BALC Job Opportunity – County Officer Role 

 Consultation on WBC Housing Site allocations 

 Swallowfield Community Responder Updates 

 Stratfield Neighbourhood Development Plan 

 Email re funding cut to Newbury Shopmobility 
 

 

 

      Clerks Report – Nothing to report 
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7 Planning Applications 

  

 A retrospective planning application was received from a Mr & Mrs Crawley for a wall on 

their property. The PC did not object so long as there was no development on agricultural 

land. 

 

            THRIVE also submitted a planning application for an additional building and car park spaces. 

The PC objected to this based on the encroachment onto agricultural land. 

            The PC are still trying to establish the extent of the bequest to THRIVE by Mr G Udall, 

            hence the request for a copy of his will. It would appear that the bequest was part of a “trust” 

            and therefore not dealt with upon probate. 

 

             

8 Representatives from Outside Bodies 

  

 8.1    BNAG – Chris reported that he is continuing efforts to impose a weight limit on  

                     Beech Hill Lane. There is one on Trows Lane / Little Oaks Lane. He has spoken with 

                     Hampshire CC as the borders meet; however their priorities at the moment are accident  

                     hotspots.  

                     Reported thefts of a break in to a van in Mortimer and a caravan set alight near  

                     Wokefield Park. 

   

                      

 8.2     The Allotments Trust 

 

The fencing has been installed and thanks were offered to Cllr Edwards for all her hard 

work. 

 

ACTION: Hayley / Cllr Edwards to investigate costs of signage / bench for park. 

  

 8.3    The Memorial Hall – Nothing to report. However, a request has been made to  

            consider the replacement of the notice boards. It had disappointing been confirmed 

that despite involving them in little or no costs the Memorial Hall committee had 

declined the opportunity of installing a backup generator which would negate the 

benefit of using the Hall as a central evacuation centre in emergencies. The Hall’s 

view was that it was up to the Electricity Board to repair any problems with providing 

power to the village.  

 

 8.4    The Shop in the Church – A report was submitted 

 

                     I am writing on behalf of the village shop committee to enquire whether our community  

                     project would be eligible for financial assistance from the Council towards the cost of a  

                     replacement coffee machine at the shop. The shop recently has had the misfortune of  

                     being robbed and the 2nd hand coffee machine breaking down beyond repair. These   

                     two problems will cost the shop £2100 in total. As we are a community project keeping  

                     prices as low as possible, we do not strive to make enormous profit and any that we do  

                     make is returned back to the community and so losses such as these have a large impact  

                     on our operations. 

 

                    Since opening over 2 and a half years ago the shop has become a valuable asset to the  
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                    vast majority of the village and the surrounding area. Not only do we provide goods for  

                    sale, we provide a valuable place to meet others, network and have developed a valuable  

                    social support network for many in the village, but particularly the older members. 

 

                  The café part of the shop provides valuable extra income to the shop helping to ensure its     

                  viability financially but is also one of the key features when providing social support.   

                  Consequently, the coffee machine is a crucial part of its success. 

 

                  To give you an idea of how widely the café area is used by the village, some examples    

                   include; the local police ‘Have your say’ meetings in the church held on a regular basis  

                   to discuss any worries or problems with the public. I have been told by Pcso Carr, our  

                   venue is the one she can rely on having a good response from the public from.  

                  Additionally we support the dementia awareness scheme and the foodshare network. We  

                  offer a prescription collection service for those unable to easily travel into Swallowfield. 

 

                  The café supports local businesses and charities by providing lunches and caters for larger  

                  groups using the hall or training at Thrive. It has helped to encourage a true sense of  

                  cohesiveness and support within different areas of the village. The shop committee  

                  provide refreshments at the village hall cinema evenings, it has also hosted the  ‘village  

                  teas’ when the hall has unexpectedly become unavailable or there have not been enough  

                  volunteers to run the event. 

 

                  The younger members of our village meet after school and sit in the café area carrying out  

                  their homework whilst having a drink. We have also been able to loan our shop netbook  

                  to the children so they can access the internet in order to carry out their homework whilst  

      in the shop. The shop is also the collection point for West Berks greener spaces play 

     scheme, in which all members of the village can access play equipment to be used on  

                 the green spaces in our village. 

 

                The shop enables information to be passed on and shared to the benefit of the village by  

                 being open and available to all 6 days a week. This was something the village did not have  

                 until the shop opened, for example when a local dog went missing the first stop was the  

                 shop and a network of support and searchers was coordinated. 

 

                We strongly believe we offer many benefits and services to the village and the surrounding   

                area which would not otherwise be available to Beech Hill inhabitants and thus feel  

                justified in asking whether the council are able to consider supporting us to continue to  

                provide these services and more going forward into our fourth year of business. The shop  

                has not been a recipient of any form of financial support from the council to date despite its  

                pivotal role within the village and it would be a truly valuable contribution to support our  

                village shop. 

  

                We look forward to hearing from the Council regarding our request at their earliest  

                 convenience. 

 

   In response to the above a discussion was held in which the Council expressed its wish to 

   support the shop and its community values and services. The chairman mentioned though 

   that although there was a good deal of support mentioned with the Village Plan this was in 

   regard to a Village Community Shop with no reference being made to a Cafe. Although 

   comments were made that the Shop was always going to encompass a Cafe the Chairman 
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   said that the Council needed to see some evidence of this, say in the original questions  

  which were used as a basis for preparing the Plan. Sam Moore said she would try to find  

  these. 

 

 The Chairman also pointed out that the Council could not generally support independent  

businesses but was aware that the shop was run under a community owned, not for profit,  

company and in this respect it may well be possible for the Council to support it. The Clerk 

was asked to make enquiries into the legal position.    

 

 

9 Village Website 

  

    9.1    Nothing to report. 

 

10 To take questionnaires from the public 

  

 It was brought to the attention of the PC that the lamp post on the corner of Wood Lane & 

Beech Hill lane is faulty. 

 

            ACTION: Clerk to raise this with SSE. 

 

11 Matters to report 

 

 11.1  Funding request from village shop – this has been discussed previously. 

 11.2   Parking at the Triangle – Highways Department is to come up with a plan/ design of  

                      acceptable parking facilities.  The Pub will then look to see if they can complete the 

work in line with the plans. 

            11.3   Village Calendar -  No further action has been made. CFWD to next meeting. 

            11.4   Village Map – Chairman to provide Cllr Edwards with details of existing map. Cfwd to  

                       next meeting. 

 11.5   Emergency Generator – The Trustees of the Memorial Hall have decided not to    

                      proceed with the installation of an emergency generator; despite assurances from the  

                      Chairman that the financial implication and storage of fuel concerns would be     

                     negligible. This decision was disappointing considering the benefits believed to be to    

                     the village and the work undertaken by the councillors thus far. 

            11.6   Salt Bins – WBC are proposing to review their salt bin policy, whereby each PC would  

                      have to pay for any refills at an estimated cost of £67 per refill from winter 2016. 

            11.7  Trunkwell Manor – These issues have been discussed earlier in the meeting. 

            11.8  THRIVE – An objection has been submitted to oppose the planning application. 

            11.9  D.P.D – Documents are now available on the WBC website in relation to the proposed 

                     9 pitches at Clappers Farm. Cllr Edwards encouraged all residents to read the  

                     information and comment.  She is more than happy to talk to anyone about the  

                     proposals. 

 

           ACTION: Cllr Edwards to provide Peter Simpson with the links to put on the  

                              Beech Hill website. 

 

           11.10 WBC Budget Cuts – This was discussed within Cllr Bridgman’s report. 

           11.11  Village Bus Shelter – Chris Bridges proposed that we utilise the members bid next 

                      year for a bus shelter; offering the new shelter in Tidmarsh as an example.   
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   12      Finance 

 

                     Cheques authorised for payment: 

                    

 
 

13 Any other items that the chairman decides are urgent as items of information. 

 

 No items 

  

 

14    Next Parish Council Meeting 

 

 To confirm the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting as Tuesday 12th January 

2016 @ The Memorial Hall at 7.30pm 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Accounts for payment for meeting of 17 Nov 2015

Payee Description Amount Cheque

Number

H Malyn Salary & Mileage Oct & Nov 378.36£    100368

H Malyn Expenses (envelopes & ink cart) 23.86£      100368

H Malyn Pmnt of HMRC tax due for J Haines 63.00£      100368

CPRE Subscription for 2015/2016 50.00£      100367

Fox Fencing Fencing around play area 3,762.00£  100369

Bulpitts Grass Cutting 1,282.00£  100370

Total 5,559.22£  


